
 
 

 
 
 
Argyll and Bute CPP Bulletin 12 February 2021 
 

Dear CPP bulletin distribution list members, 
 

This bulletin contains links to resources and information for people in communities, community 
groups and the third sector in Argyll and Bute.  
 
This Bulletin includes :- 
 

 Good News Stories from Partners 

 Coronavirus Caring for People Helpline – Test and Protect 

 Scottish Government Guidance Leaflet on Covid Restrictions 

 Important Covid-19 information in other formats and languages 

 Volunteering safely and local community groups providing a response 

 Argyll and Bute Council Weekly News Round Up 

 Argyll and Bute Supporting Communities Fund  

 Argyll and Bute Flexible Food Fund 

 Worrying about Money Leaflet 

 Access to Vaccination Centres using Public Transport 

 Argyll and Bute Third Sector Interface February Newsletter available now 

 Community Safety in Scotland Survey 

 HSCP Budget Consultation 2021 

 Update on Strategic Transport Review 2 (STRP2) 

 Other Partners Covid-19 information 

 Funding for Communities 

 Grantnet – Funding Search Tool 

 Funding help available for businesses 
 
If you require printed copies of any of the documents attached in the Bulletin please contact 
cppadmin@argyll-bute.gov.uk. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Good News Stories from Partners 
 
The coronavirus pandemic has changed so much for how we work with our colleagues and our 
communities. It is important in these difficult times to highlight some of the great work that is being 
done by our partners. We would like to include these good news stories in future bulletins so if you 
have some positive stories that you would like to share, please email them to:  
nicola.reaney@argyll-bute.gov.uk.  
 
(NB: Photos and graphics can be included but photos which include people must be accompanied 
by a statement of consent from the people in the photo for their image to be shared online and 
distributed in the bulletin).  
 
Good news stories for this edition are :- 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cppadmin@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:nicola.reaney@argyll-bute.gov.uk


 
 

Oban Community Fire Station 
 

Oban Community Fire Station have a number of youth volunteer 
schemes in the area that would usually meet on a weekly basis at 
stations for drill nights.  With the obvious challenges faced with the 
restrictions, they have been supporting their units by taking part in virtual 
drill nights.   
  
Keeping their youth volunteers engaged during these times is 
essential.  Not only to ensure they look after the welfare of their current 
crews, but also to support the future of the units once physical drill nights 
can resume. 
  
Pictured is WC Gary Cringles, from Oban, providing input during a virtual 
drill night via zoom. The aim was to give the young crew an insight into 
the water rescue capabilities across the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
(SFRS), including the equipment, PPE and rescue techniques that they 
utilise. 

 
 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and NHS Highland working together to deliver Covid 
testing 
 

In partnership with the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS), NHS Highland will 
be providing Covid testing at fire stations in Lochgilphead, Dunoon and 
Campbeltown. People within driving or walking distance of these locations who 
have COVID symptoms will be able to book test slot at the stations by calling NHS 
Highland on: 01463 706015. The remaining Fire stations in Argyll & Bute, which will 
either provide on-site testing or tests that can be taken away and returned via 
priority post box, will open over the next few weeks. In addition to hosting the 
testing sites, the SFRS will provide logistical support, including test ordering and 
storage of samples ahead of courier collection. 

 
Joe McKay, Area Commander of Argyll & Bute said that fire stations are "ideally placed to facilitate 
the distribution, collection and storage of test kits within a safe and secure location, providing a 
service far closer to home for those who may unfortunately be experiencing COVID-19 symptoms. 
It is imperative that everyone in Scotland has access to consistent testing and particularly within 
our more rural and remote communities. We will continue to support the Scottish Government, our 
partners and communities wherever possible through this challenging time” adding that “fire 
stations will maintain the capability to respond to emergencies.” 
 
Public Health Minister Mairi Gougeon said that she was “pleased to announce the expansion of 
our fire station testing programme, which will make it far easier for people in these areas to get 
tested. I am very grateful to the SFRS, Argyll and Bute Council, Highland Council, and NHS 
Highland for their support to make this expansion possible, following the success of our initial trial”. 
 
Argyll College UHI Loans Electric Cars to Police during Lockdown  

 

For the second time in the past year, Argyll College UHI has 
provided support to its local communities, loaning its fleet of 
electric vehicles to the Police. Back in March 2020 when the 
first lockdown was introduced, they like many other colleges, 
moved learning and teaching fully online – meaning their fleet 

http://www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk/


 
 

of electric cars was no longer needed to connect staff at remote centres across Argyll. So in an 
effort to support the fantastic work of the emergency services, we loaned two vehicles to the 
Police in mid-Argyll.   
 
As they entered 2021, and unfortunately another lockdown, they again decided to put the cars to 
good use and loaned a vehicle to Oban Police Station. The car has now been sent over to Mull 
and is currently being used on daily patrols, getting a little exercise and seeing more of our lovely 
country than the rest of us are just now!  
 
Cared for at Home Network set up by Police Scotland  
 

Police Scotland has seen a marked increase in 
reported frauds. One of the most common scams is 
'Social Engineering Fraud' which is where a 
fraudster gains the trust of an individual, and ‘tricks’ 
them into sharing confidential information or even 
transferring funds directly to the criminal. Since 

Covid 19, there has been an increase in telephone fraud scams, particularly against vulnerable 
and elderly residents. This is due to people being at home more and often being more socially 
isolated than before. Through key networks with Argyll and Bute Third Sector Interface, Living Well 
Networks and Adult Protection, Police Scotland have created a 'cared for at home network' with 
assistance from over 2,000 carers (paid and unpaid) and those who still have face to face contact 
with elderly members of our community. Where a fraud or bogus incident occurs, Police Scotland 
will send an alert through Neighbourhood Watch Scotland to this network of people which is sent 
directly to their preferred choice of text message or email and allows them to raise awareness 
directly with their clients of the specific types of frauds that are being committed.  
 
This network is open to anyone who wishes to be part of it. The more people that have awareness 
of this type of activity, the more can be done to protect those who may be targeted. If you wish to 
be part of this network in Argyll and Bute please contact PC Laura Evans for more information and 
a guide on how to sign up at laura.evans@scotland.pnn.police.uk. 
 
Keep Safe in Argyll and Bute 
  

Keep Safe is a partnership initiative developed with Police Scotland and 
community led charity I Am Me Scotland to raise awareness and increase 
reports of Hate Crime. Keep Safe works with local businesses to create a 
network or safer places for vulnerable people to go if they are lost, scared, 
need help, or if they are the victim of crime. Vulnerable people can have a 
Keep Safe Card which holds information about their help, how they prefer to 
communicate and contact details of people who can help them. If a person 

requires this help then they are encouraged to enter recognised Keep Safe Premises who are 
provided with training from Police Scotland. There are now 49 Keep Safe Premises in Argyll and 
Bute with Carr Gomm and Citizens Advice Bureau being the latest to receive this training.  
 
In February 2021, PC Laura Evans, Police Scotland Local Authority Liaison officer received 
national recognition in the form of an award from I am Me Scotland for the continued online 
training that has been provided across Argyll and Bute through virtual sessions. This has ensured 
the focus on tackling hate crime continues through the pandemic. If you know a premises in Argyll 
and Bute that would be suitable as a Keep Safe Premises or know of anyone who would like a 
Keep Safe Card please contact PC Laura Evans (laura.evans@scotland.pnn.police.uk). There is a 
free Keep Safe app that can be downloaded onto android or iPhone which shows you a map of all 
the Keep Safe premises in your area.  

mailto:laura.evans@scotland.pnn.police.uk
https://www.scotland.police.uk/keep-safe/personal-safety/keep-safe-places/
https://iammescotland.co.uk/
mailto:laura.evans@scotland.pnn.police.uk


 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Coronavirus Caring for People Helpline – Test and Protect 
 

Caring for People is a partnership approach with the Health and Social Care Partnership (HSCP), 
Third Sector Interface (TSI), the Council and our communities. On Friday 27 March 2021, this 
helpline was launched. It provides a single point of contact for concerns about financial, business, 
education, registration and social and homecare needs. Individuals can also use the helpline to 
volunteer. The helpline number is 01546 605524 and is open 9am to 5pm, Mon-Fri. 
  
The current Scottish Government guidance on Covid-19 is such that everyone can, in-keeping with 
safety guidelines, access food and other domestic support. Shielding has also been paused. The 
number of requests for support to the Argyll and Bute Covid-19 Helpline have reduced. Therefore, 
our main response is stepping down and we are on standby if needed for the future.  

The helpline remains an accessible number for any person seeking support due to Covid-19 - this 
includes Test and Protect, any local community outbreak or Argyll and Bute wide outbreak that 
requires a response.  
An online help form is also available and Out-of-hours emergency contact details are here. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Scottish Government Guidance Leaflet on Covid Restrictions 
 

The Scottish Government has produced a guidance leaflet containing a handy checklist on the 
current Covid lockdown restrictions. Please share this as appropriate. 

Stay+at+Home+info

graphic+-+19+January+2021.pdf 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Important Covid-19 information in other formats and languages 
 

BSL videos are available explaining steps you can take to help avoid infection from coronavirus 
(COVID-19); what to do if you think you have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms; self-isolation 
and shielding advice and helpline information. This information is also available as an audio 
translation, Easy Read and in other languages. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Volunteering safely and local community groups providing a response 
 
The Caring for People Partnership (Health and Social Care Partnership (HSCP), Third Sector 
Interface (TSI) and the Council) launched this webpage and continue to update this with 
information and signposting for communities to support full and safe community responses to the 
current situation. It includes good guidance on volunteering safely around things like delivering 
groceries. See the Volunteering Safely Guidance here.  
 
There are also over 100 community groups and organisations providing local support at this time 
listed by administrative area on the page (Bute & Cowal, Helensburgh & Lomond, Mid Argyll 
Kintyre and the Islands and Oban Lorn and the Isles). If you have any comments or additional 
information for this webpage, please contact communitydevelopment@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://argyllandbute.custhelp.com/app/VOL/Help_Request
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/emergency-contact-numbers
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/factsheet/2021/01/coronavirus-covid-19-stay-at-home-infographic/documents/stay-at-home-infographic/stay-at-home-infographic/govscot%3Adocument/Stay%2Bat%2BHome%2Binfographic%2B-%2B19%2BJanuary%2B2021.pdf
https://www.nhsinform.scot/translations/languages/british-sign-language-bsl/illnesses-and-conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.nhsinform.scot/translations/formats/audio/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.nhsinform.scot/translations/formats/audio/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.nhsinform.scot/translations/formats/easy-read/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus/help-for-communities
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus/volunteering#guide
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus/community-contacts-bute-and-cowal
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus/community-contacts-helensburgh-and-lomond
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus/community-contacts-mid-argyll-kintyre-and-islands
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus/community-contacts-mid-argyll-kintyre-and-islands
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus/community-contacts-oban-lorn-and-isles
mailto:communitydevelopment@argyll-bute.gov.uk


 
 

Argyll and Bute Council Weekly News Round Up 
 

You can sign up to receive the Argyll and Bute Weekly News Round Up which is full of useful 
information, guidance, surveys and vacancies here.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Argyll and Bute Council Supporting Communities Fund  
 
Argyll & Bute Council’s Supporting Communities Fund is now open for applications. The grants are 
open to not for profit community organisations with an eligible governing document (e.g. 
constitution, memorandums and articles, scheme of establishment) to apply for up to £2,500 for 
eligible projects that benefit local communities. More detail on eligibility criteria can be found on 
our website and in the guidance notes within the application form. 
 
Assistance and advice can be requested from the community development team by emailing 
communitydevelopment@argyll-bute.gov.uk. The closing date for applications is 20 March 2021.  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Argyll and Bute Flexible Food Fund  
 
Please share this information the fund offers financial support and wider confidential professional 
help to anyone suffering hardship. Working in partnership with the Community Food Forum, Bute 
Advice Centre and ALIenergy, households with low incomes and no access to cash savings can 
apply for immediate financial support and longer term support around finance and debt. 
 
Applications to the fund can be made via the online claim form available on the council’s website. 
If anyone needs help or support to complete the form please they can call us on 01700 502784 
and ask about the Argyll and Bute Flexible Food Fund. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Worrying about Money Leaflet 

Please find attached a copy of a Worrying about Money leaflet that was produced by Independent 
Food Aid Network and the Community Food Forum for Argyll and Bute. Please share this widely 
as required.  

Worrying about 

Money 3-fold Argyll and Bute 17.07.20.pdf 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Access to Vaccination Centres using Public Transport 

If you have been notified of a vaccination appointment and rely on public transport, Traveline 
Scotland provides a Covid 19 Public Transport Enquiries telephone service. It operates 24/7 and 
people can speak directly to a call handler by phoning 0141 465 1878. You can also find further 
details at https://www.travelinescotland.com/vaccination. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Argyll and Bute Third Sector Interface February Newsletter available now 
 
The TSI’s latest newsletter in now online. To sign up to our mailing list click here. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

https://argyllandbute.custhelp.com/app/admin/Contact_Preferences
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/council-and-government/third-sector-grants
mailto:communitydevelopment@argyll-bute.gov.uk
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/forms/flexible-food-fund
https://www.travelinescotland.com/vaccination
https://www.argylltsi.org/latestnews.html
https://argylltsi.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=de58a838eccfca7ca0b419bf7&id=9b050d4fa8
https://argylltsi.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=de58a838eccfca7ca0b419bf7&id=9b050d4fa8


 
 

Community Safety in Scotland Survey 
 

The Scottish Community Safety Network (SCSN) is undertaking some research over the coming 
months to develop understanding of partnership working, what makes a safe community, 
evidence-led practice, and the experience of individuals and groups’ lived experiences of 
community safety. To inform some of that work, they have issued a questionnaire to capture initial 
views on some of the topics above and they are very keen that organisations and representatives 
that play important roles our communities contribute to that.  
 
Please spend 10 minutes answering the questions in the survey which closes on Friday 19th 
February.   
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

HSCP Budget Consultation 2021 
 

Argyll and Bute Health and Social Care Partnership (HSCP) delivers a broad range of services to 
our communities, many of which are most used by very vulnerable people. Their vision is that 
people in Argyll and Bute will live longer, healthier, independent, happier lives and this underpins 
all that the HSCP does. The resources available to the HSCP are declining in real terms year on 
year and they cannot continue to provide the same services in the same ways. They have to find 
efficiencies, transform how they operate, and do less going forward.  These are difficult choices, 
and there are no easy options left to reduce our spending.   
 
This consultation is about high level budget decisions and how they prioritise investment in local 
services, when it comes to the impacts on services being delivered, they will carry out further 
detailed community engagement. This will include working with people who will be affected by 
these changes including patients, carers, our staff and partners to ensure we listen to and take 
into account their ideas and worries. The consultation runs until Friday 19th February. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Update on Strategic Transport Review 2 (STRP2) 
 

On 3 February 2021 the STPR2: Update and Phase 1 Recommendations report along with the 
associated impact assessment reports was published, which can be accessed here. These are the 
first STPR2 recommendations for transport investment. These recommendations focus on 
transport projects or interventions that significantly contribute to STPR2 objectives can be 
progressed or delivered within the current spending period and will help support a green recovery 
from the COVID-19 pandemic.    
 
Alongside this, an updated National Case for Change was published which contains the options 
that will be taken forward for further appraisal in Phase 2 of STPR2 as well as an Appendix on 
COVID-19.  Updated Case for Change reports have also been published for STPR2 
regions. These reports can be accessed here.  
 
If you would like to feedback on the STPR2 Update and Phase 1 Recommendation Report and the 
STPR2 options and COVID -19 scenarios, linked comment forms are provided on the Transport 
Scotland STPR2 webpages. The comment forms will be available until midnight on 31 March and 
can be accessed here.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Other Partners Covid 19 information  
 
Here is our partner websites with other useful information :- 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SCSN2021
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/consultations/hscp-budget-consultation-2021-22
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/update-and-phase-1-recommendations-february-2021-stpr2/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/our-approach/strategy/strategic-transport-projects-review-2/#section-63218
https://www.transport.gov.scot/our-approach/strategy/strategic-transport-projects-review-2/#section-62097


 
 

 
Police Scotland - Information about how the Police is responding to COVID 19. 
 
Fire Scotland - Latest news and details of how they are providing an emergency response during 
COVID 19.  
 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise – Advice for businesses, communities and third sector 
organisations.  
 
Scottish Natural Heritage – Tips to support and enjoy local wildlife while socially distancing and 
virtual tours via podcast. 
 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park – Details of facilities and helpful advice for visitors 
and businesses. 
 
Argyll College UHI – Student support and advice. 
 
Argyll & Bute Council – Help and advice for residents, businesses, communities on Covid 19 and 
changes to council services. 
 
Scottish Enterprise – Business continuity advice. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Funding for Communities 
 

Funds to support communities at this time can be found at https://www.argyll-
bute.gov.uk/coronavirus/funding 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Grantnet – Funding Search Tool 
 
GRANTnet is a straightforward free to use service which can help you identify suitable funding for 
your activity or project across a wide range of funding sources. 
 
What is GRANTnet? 

 Up-to-date information on over 7,000 grants and other incentives, 

 Rapid identification of funding sources specific to need, 

 Data sourced from EC and UK Government sources, including Government departments, 

local authorities, charitable trusts and corporate sponsors. 

 
How to access GRANTnet 
You can access the Grantnet home page here.  
When using the system for the first time, go to the ‘Log in / Register’ page here and enter your 
details including your e-mail address (this will become the username), name, organisation, postal 
address and telephone number. Clicking on the 'Register' button will generate an e-mail providing 
a password. 
 
Using GRANTnet 
When you log into the system you must answer some questions about your organisation and the 
project which you wish to undertake. GRANTnet will then provide an overview of all the funds 
available. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/covid-19-policescotlandresponse/
https://www.firescotland.gov.uk/your-safety/covid-19.aspx
https://www.hie.co.uk/support/browse-all-support-services/covid19/
https://www.nature.scot/snh-national-nature-reserves-coronavirus-update
https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/park-authority/covid-19-coronavirus/
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/students/support/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus-help-and-advice
https://www.scottish-enterprise.com/support-for-businesses/coronavirus-covid-19-advice
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus/funding
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus/funding
https://www.idoxopen4community.co.uk/argyllbute
https://www.idoxopen4community.co.uk/argyllbute/Register?bcr=MTIzNA


 
 

Funding help available for businesses 
 

The Council’s website includes a summary of the current support available for businesses 
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus-information-businesses including the downloadable 
interactive infographic. If you would like to receive updates about UK/Scottish Government COVID 
guidance and funding, or EU exit information and assistance, you can subscribe directly to the 
updates from Scottish Enterprise on behalf of FindBusinessSupport.gov.scot and 
PrepareforBrexit.scot. You can sign up here to receive updates. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you have information that you wish to share from your organisation please send this to 
cppadmin@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

 
 
Argyll and Bute’s economic success is built on a growing population 
  
cppadmin@argyll-bute.gov.uk 01546 604464 

https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/coronavirus-information-businesses
https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/4X7B-3CA/fbs-email-updates
mailto:cppadmin@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:cppadmin@argyll-bute.gov.uk

