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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Tighnabruaich Primary School and Nursery Class 
Argyll and Bute Council 
 
Recently, as you may know, my colleague and I visited and inspected your child’s school.  
Throughout our visit we talked to parents and children and we worked closely with the acting 
headteacher and staff.  We wanted to find out how well children were learning and achieving 
and how well the school supported children to do their best.  The acting headteacher shared 
with us the school’s successes and priorities for improvement.  We looked at some particular 
aspects of the school’s recent work including arrangements for tracking children’s progress, 
the new personal learning plans and the way teamwork was being improved among staff.  
As a result, we were able to find out how good the school was at improving children’s 
education.  I would now like to tell you what we found. 
 
How well do children learn and achieve? 
 
We found that in both the nursery and primary classes, children are motivated, keen to learn 
and proud of their school.  Children in the nursery play well together and are developing 
friendships.  They now need to have more responsibility and be more involved in initiating and 
planning their learning.  In the primary classes, children enjoy working in pairs and groups.  
They work well together, learn from each other and are beginning to think in more depth.  
Staff should give children better feedback on their strengths and what they need to do to 
improve and let them plan and direct their own learning more.  Staff meet the care and 
welfare needs of children very well.  As a result, children feel happy and safe in school.  
Children take their roles in committees seriously and share ideas confidently with others.  
They show how creative they are by performing in school shows, presenting songs to elderly 
residents in the community, winning awards in competitions and raising significant amounts of 
money for charity. 
 
We found that children are making satisfactory progress in their classwork.  The school does 
not have an accurate account of how children’s learning has been progressing over time.  
However, steps are now being taken to address this weakness and we are confident that the 
acting headteacher will ensure they are robust.  In the nursery, children have good talking 
skills and their listening skills are improving.  They show interest in books but need to write 
more in different play contexts.  Most are starting to count to ten and children can sort by 
colour and shape.  At the primary stages, children are making satisfactory progress in English 
and mathematics.  Most take part well in discussions, expressing their ideas with confidence.  
They listen well to teachers’ questions and instructions.  Whilst some children read fluently 
and write well, progress in reading and writing across the school is too variable and needs to 
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be improved.  In writing, staff need to help children by giving them more prompts and ideas.  
In mathematics, children enjoy solving problems and explaining how they arrive at the 
answers but need to be challenged more.  Mental calculations are usually accurate but need 
to be quicker.  Older children need more practice with fractions and decimals.  Children are 
developing a good understanding of the natural world and a wide range of skills in physical 
education. 
 
How well does the school support children to develop and learn? 
 
In the nursery, staff support children to develop and learn well.  Children benefit from a broad 
range of experiences including many in the outdoor area.  Staff interact skillfully with children 
to extend their learning.  Children do not use information and communications technology 
(ICT) or creative skills in art and music enough.  They also need to use more varied texts to 
develop literacy skills, and more challenging activities to develop physically.  In the primary 
classes, staff support children well but need to take better account of their individual needs 
and abilities when setting work.  In both the nursery and primary classes, staff are beginning 
to collect relevant information about how well children are doing and use this to plan learning.  
They are working with children to help them identify their weekly learning targets which are 
shared with parents in each child’s learning journal.  Learning support staff help groups and 
individuals very well.  Staff have made good progress in implementing Curriculum for 
Excellence in English and mathematics but as yet not in other areas.  Staff need to improve 
programmes in music and aspects of science and technologies, including in particular, ICT.  
Children are developing a good range of skills on their weekly visits to the forest.  Across the 
school, staff need to have higher expectations of what children can achieve.  There are 
appropriate plans to work more closely with you to support children’s learning at home. 
 
How well does the school improve the quality of its work? 
 
We are confident that the school is now starting to improve the quality of its work.  The 
well-led staff team is planning together effectively to address the many areas which need 
attention.  All staff are aware that attainment needs to improve and they are working to 
address the gaps in children’s learning.  The acting headteacher monitors forward plans, 
children’s work and the quality of teaching.  She now needs to focus more on how teachers 
are improving children’s learning and achievement.  Whilst children’s views are sought on 
some aspects of school life through their three school councils, along with parents, they now 
need to help the school improve learning and teaching.  The acting headteacher and staff are 
clear about what needs to be done to take the school forward and improve the overall quality 
of provision for all children.  The school is well placed to move forward with an experienced 
and enthusiastic staff. 
 
This inspection of your school and nursery class found the following key strengths. 
 
• Well-behaved, friendly children who are enthusiastic about learning. 
 
• Very effective use of outdoors to enrich learning. 
 
• Strengthening partnerships with parents and the wider community. 
 
• A well-led, staff team which is working hard to improve the school. 
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We discussed with staff and the education authority how they might continue to improve the 
school and nursery class.  This is what we agreed with them. 
 
• Improve children’s skills in reading, writing and mathematics. 
 
• Match tasks better to children’s individual abilities and ensure an appropriate level of 

challenge. 
 
• Involve children and parents more in improving learning and teaching. 
 
• Focus self-evaluation on improving learning and teaching. 
 
• Continue to improve the curriculum taking account of national developments. 
 
What happens at the end of the inspection? 
 
As a result of the important improvements made in the last few months we are satisfied with 
the overall quality of provision.  We are confident that some of the school’s self-evaluation 
processes are leading to improvements.  With support from the local authority the school will 
be able to make the necessary improvements.  Our District Inspector along with the local 
authority will discuss the most appropriate support in order to build capacity for improvement 
and will maintain contact to monitor progress.  Parents will be informed of the extent to which 
the school has improved. 
 
 
May Geddes  
HM Inspector  
 
 
Additional inspection evidence, such as details of the quality indicator evaluations, for your 
school can be found on the Education Scotland website at 
http://www.hmie.gov.uk/ViewEstablishment.aspx?id=6822&type=2  
 
Please contact us if you want to know how to get the report in a different format, for example, 
in a translation.  You can contact us at enquiries@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk or write to us 
at BMCT, Education Scotland, Denholm House, Almondvale Business Park, Almondvale 
Way, Livingston EH54 6GA. 
 
If you want to give us feedback or make a complaint about our work, please contact 01506 
600200, or write to us at the above address or e-mail: 
feedback@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk. 
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