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Argyll and Bute Council   Community Services: Education 
 

Follow-through Inspection of Rosneath Primary School 
 

1. The Inspection 
 
Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Education (HMIE) published a report on Standards 
and Quality in Rosneath Primary School in January 2003. Working with the 
school, the education authority prepared and made public an action plan in 
February 2003 indicating how they would address the main points for action 
identified in the original HMIE inspection report. 
 
New arrangements require that a follow-through report is completed within two 
years of the initial report and in the case of Rosneath Primary School, the 
completion of the follow-through report is the responsibility of the education 
authority. 
 
Members of the education authority’s Quality Improvement Team visited the 
school prior to the publication of this report to carry out a follow-through 
inspection. The visit assessed the extent to which the school has continued to 
improve the quality of its work and evaluated progress in responding to the main 
points for action in the initial report. 
 
2. Continuous Improvement 
 
Under the effective leadership of the head teacher, and with the strong 
commitment and teamwork of all staff and the support of the wider community, 
the school had improved in key areas of its work. 
 
There continues to be a very positive ethos within the school. The head teacher 
and staff had worked hard to establish good relationships with pupils. There was 
evidence of very effective teamwork. Classroom assistants, administrative, 
janitorial and catering staff are actively involved in the life of the school and 
contribute effectively to the school’s positive behaviour policy. 
 
The school placed a strong emphasis on partnerships with parents. With the 
support of the Homelink worker, it plans to establish a parents’ room to 
encourage parents to become more involved in Homelink projects and the work 
of the school. 
 
Further improvements had been made in mathematics and English language. 
The school had recorded increases in attainment in mathematics and language. 
Teachers’ plans showed clearly what pupils were expected to learn and teachers 
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evaluated the effectiveness of lessons. The school’s involvement in a national 
project on assessment was resulting in pupils developing a stronger sense of 
responsibility for their own learning.  
 
3. Progress towards meeting the main points for action. 
 
The inspection report published in January 2003 identified four main points for 
action. This section evaluates the progress made with each of the action points 
and the resulting improvements for pupils and other stakeholders. 
 
3.1 The education authority and the school should address the 

accommodation and resources issues raised in the report. 
 
The school had made very good progress with aspects of this main point for 
action. 
 
The school had suffered a serious vandalism incident in October 2003 and had 
incurred substantial damage. New carpets and furnishings were purchased to 
address both the damage and the report recommendations. An intruder alarm 
had been fitted with the aim of preventing further vandalism.  
 
A substantial number of developments had been taken forward to improve the 
school grounds. Pupils had painted the shelters, games had been painted on the 
surface of the playground and planters now enhance the playground and the 
entrance to the school. 
 
The education authority’s responsibility to remove the unused hut had not been 
met. However, the hut had been isolated from the school thoroughfare by means 
of security fencing and the authority will take action to remove this building over 
the Easter holiday period. 
 
Further improvements are likely to be made to the school in the future as part of 
the education authority’s overall plans to make significant improvements to its 
school accommodation. 
 
3.2 The school should continue to seek improvements in pupils’ overall 

levels of attainment. 
 
The school had made very good progress towards meeting this recommendation. 
 
Staff and pupils had worked very hard to enhance the ethos of achievement 
throughout the school. 
 
The school had recorded an improvement in overall attainment in English 
language in 2003 and had consistently increased attainment in mathematics. 
Effective monitoring by the head teacher of pupils’ progress in mathematics and 
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English language ensured appropriate pace and rigour in lessons and progress 
across all class stages. 
 
The purchase of new computers and associated software had enhanced the 
application of ICT to support teaching and learning. All staff had successfully 
undertaken ICT training.  
 
3.3 The school should develop teaching programmes in aspects of 

English language and mathematics as outlined in the report. 
 
The school had made very good progress towards meeting this recommendation. 
 
A wide range of fiction books to promote equality and diversity had been 
purchased and a new Listening Library had been established. The development 
of programmes of study for Listening and Talking had led to improvements in 
pupils’ learning experiences in these aspects of English language. 
 
The new resources have had a positive impact on pupils and they were reading a 
variety of texts and making good progress in all aspects of English language. 
 
The school had made very good progress with the development of a policy for 
Problem Solving. Staff had reviewed resources and produced new programmes 
of study. Problem solving strategies had been developed and displayed in all 
classes. Pupils were well motivated and confidently applied a range of problem 
solving strategies across the whole curriculum. 
 
3.4 The head teacher and staff should review approaches to longer term 

planning. Teachers should make clear what pupils are expected to 
learn and that assessment information is better used to identify the 
next steps in pupils’ learning. 

 
The school had made very good progress towards meeting this recommendation. 
 
It had developed a range of accurate and informative forward planning formats to 
ensure that teachers made reflective and evaluative comments on the quality of 
learning and teaching. Teachers now specified clearly the next steps in pupils’ 
learning.  
 
Information on pupils’ attainment was being used more effectively and the head 
teacher’s rigorous monitoring procedures ensured that the pace of learning and 
the level of challenge within tasks set were appropriate. 
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4. Conclusion 
 
Overall, the school, with the support of the education authority, has made very 
good progress in meeting all the main points for action contained in the report of 
January 2003. 
 
Community Services: Education will continue to monitor the work of the school as 
part of its procedures for ensuring quality. 
 

Douglas Hendry 
Director of Community Services: Education 
Argyll and Bute Council 
March 2005  
 


