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1 Introduction to the sensitivity assessment 

1.1 Sensitivity assessments have been undertaken for each character type and 
 any sub-types defined and for the National Scenic Areas (NSA) as explained in 
 Section 4 of the Main Study Report.  

1.2 The sensitivity assessment considers sensitivity of each character type or NSA 
 to four different wind farm/turbine typologies. An introduction to each character 
 type is set out in the sensitivity assessments that follow. This clarifies the 
 approach to assessment in terms of whether the whole landscape character 
 type or sub-divisions of that type have been assessed. It also describes where 
 any changes have been made to the boundaries or classification of character 
 types set out in the Argyll and Firth of Clyde Landscape Assessment. 
 Operational and consented wind farm developments, whether located within 
 the landscape type/unit or in the surrounding area (and clearly visible from the 
 character type being assessed), are described. A similar approach is taken for 
 the NSA assessments although the introduction principally focuses on the 
 description of the designated landscape and its special qualities.  

1.3 This Appendix Report contains the detailed sensitivity assessment tables for 
 landscape character types and NSAs (a summary of these only being included 
 in the Main Study Report). The sensitivity scores outlined in the summary of 
 sensitivity are made on the basis of a five point scale; High, High-medium, 
 Medium, Medium-low and Low. These assessments consider landscape 
 sensitivity, visual sensitivity and the value placed on the landscape in terms of 
 designations and other recognised interests, considering key landscape and 
 visual characteristics. A different approach has been adopted for the NSAs 
 where the assessment focuses on the identified special qualities of these 
 designated landscapes. Further detail on methodology is contained in 
 section 2 and annex C and D within the Main Study Report. 

1.4 Cumulative issues and key constraints and opportunities are set out for each 
 landscape character type and NSA. The sensitivity assessment concludes with 
 guidance on the siting of wind farm or wind turbine development.  Key maps 
 show the location of each landscape character type and NSA and their 
 immediate context.  
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Detailed sensitivity assessment of landscape character types 
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Landscape Character Type 13: Rolling Farmland and Estates 

Introduction
This character type occurs in four separate areas within Argyll and Bute. This 
assessment considers the areas on the mainland in the Helensburgh, Roseneath 
Peninsula and Toward Point areas only. A separate assessment has been 
undertaken for the ‘Bute Rolling Farmland and Estates’ (13a) because of its different 
context and the requirement of the study brief for turbines under 50m height only to 
be considered for islands within Argyll and Bute. 

This sensitivity assessment considers both larger and smaller development 
typologies.

Operational and consented wind farm development  
There is no operational or consented wind farm development located within this 
character type. 

The operational Cruach Mhor wind farm is theoretically visible from the western tip of 
Toward Point at around 20km distance. The operational wind farm of Ardrossan, 
located in North Ayrshire, is visible from parts of the Toward Point but seen at 
distances over 20km. The consented Kelburn wind farm and the operational wind 
farm of Dalry, both located in North Ayrshire, may also be visible from this area. 
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Character Type 13: Rolling Farmland and Estates – Sensitivity assessment of larger typologies

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (80-130m) 

Sensitivity  
rating

Assessment of small 
typology (50-80m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

This low-lying character type is found in 
three small areas on the edge of the 
Firth of Clyde and is backed by the 
higher ground of the Open Ridgeland (5) 
or the Steep Ridgeland and mountains 
(1). The rich pattern of woodlands, 
parkland, farmland and settlement 
contrast with the simple character of 
forested or moorland covered hills and 
contribute to the wider scenic qualities of 
the Firth of Clyde within its broad open 
basin and narrow sea lochs. This 
character type is particularly important in 
marking a more rural character along 
the River Clyde west of Glasgow and a 
contrast with the densely developed 
southern Clyde coast of Inverclyde  

Large turbines sited on the peninsula 
tips of Toward and Rosneath and in 
the Cardross area would be highly 
visible and detract from the rich, 
highly patterned character of these 
landscapes which are rare in the 
wider context of the Firth of Clyde 
and Glasgow conurbation. This size 
of turbine (and particularly multiple 
turbines) would also diminish the 
contrast between urban and rural on 
the western edge of Glasgow. 

High Large turbines sited on the 
peninsula tips of Toward and 
Rosneath and in the Cardross 
area would be highly visible and 
detract from the rich, highly 
patterned character of these 
landscapes which are rare  in 
the wider context of the Firth of 
Clyde and Glasgow conurbation. 

High

Scale and 
openness 

These landscapes are confined to 
peninsula tips and a narrow coastal 
edge and are limited in extent. They 
have a relatively low relief with rounded 
hills rising to around 128m (Gallow Hill 
on the Rosneath Peninsula) and hill 
slopes gradually rising to around 100m 
at the transition with the more expansive 
Open Ridgeland (5). Fields, trees, farms 
and extensive wooded policies pattern 
this landscape and provide ready scale 
references. The rolling landform limits 
scale which is generally medium 
reducing to small where woodland 

Turbines of this size would appear 
very large in relation to the height of 
low hills and the limited extent of 
these landscapes. They would also 
dominate small scale features such 
as buildings, trees and woodlands. 

High Turbines of this size would also 
appear very large in relation to 
the height of low hills and the 
limited extent of these 
landscapes. They would also 
dominate small scale features 
such as buildings, trees and 
woodlands. 

High
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provides containment. 
Landform Broad rounded ridges with occasional 

steep banks, knolls and conical outcrop 
hills. Gently rolling hill slopes are cut by 
well-defined valleys. The coastal margin 
is flat with sandy bays contained by 
rounded rocky promontories along the 
Firth of Clyde.  

The gently sloping landform of much 
of this landscape reduces sensitivity 
although turbines of this size would 
detract from small knolly hills and the 
more diverse coastal edge.  

Medium The gently sloping landform of 
much of this landscape reduces 
sensitivity although turbines of 
this size would detract from 
small knolly hills and the more 
diverse coastal edge. 

Medium 

Land cover 
pattern

These landscapes have a richly diverse 
land cover of hedged and walled fields, 
field and avenue trees and shelterbelts 
and policy woodlands and designed 
landscapes associated with the 
Rosneath, Geilston/Cardross and Castle 
Toward estates. Some scrub and 
wetland occurs close to the coast.  

Turbines of this size would detract 
from the distinct pattern of policy 
woodlands, areas with a stronger 
field enclosure pattern and the 
setting of designed landscapes.  

High Turbines of this size would also 
detract from the distinct pattern 
of policy woodlands and areas 
with a stronger field enclosure 
pattern. More open areas of 
pasture and coniferous forestry 
at the transition with the Open 
Ridgeland (5) LCT would be 
less sensitive and there may be 
increased scope to locate 
turbines towards the lower 
height band of this typology to 
avoid impacts on designed 
landscapes.   

High-med 

Built
environment 

This landscape is densely settled in the 
Helensburgh area. The Rosneath 
Peninsula and Toward Point are also 
relatively well-settled with large farms 
dotted fairly evenly across the 
landscape. Castles, mansion houses 
and historic towns such as Cardross are 
key landmark features. Masts are 
visually prominent on small hill tops 
(Gallow Hill, Rosneath Peninsula) and 
lower hill slopes within the adjacent 
Steep Ridgeland and Mountains (1) 
character type backing Toward Point. 

This typology would dominate the 
scale and setting of farms, small 
dwellings and settlements in this 
well-settled area. It would also affect 
the setting of designed landscapes 
and historic built features if located 
within their landscape setting. 
Turbines of this size could 
exacerbate the clutter of masts 
present in some areas. 

High This typology would dominate 
the scale and setting of farms, 
small dwellings and settlements 
in this well-settled area. It would 
also affect the setting of 
designed landscapes and 
historic built features if located 
within their landscape setting. 
Turbines of this size could 
exacerbate the clutter of masts 
present in some areas 

High
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Perceptual 
qualities

Generally a managed landscape with 
little sense of remoteness or 
naturalness.  

Wildland character is not pronounced 
and there would therefore be little 
effect on this sensitivity.  

Low Wildland character is not 
pronounced and there would 
therefore be little effect on this 
sensitivity.

Low

Visual
amenity  

These areas are highly visible from 
many areas around the well-settled Firth 
of Clyde. The Helensburgh area is 
closely visible from the A814 and railway 
but also from the A78, Port Glasgow and 
Greenock on the south side of the Inner 
Firth of Clyde. The Rosneath Peninsula 
area of this character type is highly 
visible from Greenock and from the 
Helensburgh area and from roads and 
footpaths.  Toward Point is less easily 
accessible but seen from the A815 and 
from the eastern side of Bute, including 
Rothesay. All these landscapes are 
highly visible from ferry routes in the 
Firth of Clyde.  

Turbines of this size would be 
visually prominent in views from 
roads, footpaths and settlement 
within the character type but also 
from ferry routes and the wider Firth 
of Clyde coast.  

High Turbines of this size would be 
visually prominent in views from 
roads, footpaths and settlement 
within the character type but 
also from ferry routes and the 
wider Firth of Clyde coast. 

High

Landscape 
Values

The western side of Toward Point along 
Loch Striven is designated an APQ. Key 
special qualities of this APQ are the 
scenic juxtaposition of narrow sea lochs, 
steep-sided hills and richly patterned 
policies and farmland on Toward Point 
and Bute.

Castle Toward and Rosneath designed 
landscapes are Inventory listed. Castle 
Toward is particularly noted for its 
scenic importance in the Inventory. 

 Turbines of this size would 
significantly affect the special 
qualities of the APQ and the integrity 
and setting of Inventory listed 
designed landscapes if sited within or 
close-by. Sensitivity would be 
reduced within the Helensburgh area 
which is not designated.  

High-med to 
Low

Turbines of this size would 
significantly affect the special 
qualities of the APQ and the 
integrity and setting of Inventory 
listed designed landscapes if 
sited within or close-by. 
Sensitivity would be reduced 
within the Helensburgh area 
which is not designated. 

High-med to 
Low
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Character Type 13: Rolling Farmland and Estates – Sensitivity assessment of smaller typologies

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (35-50m) 

Sensitivity  
rating

Assessment of small 
typology (20-35m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

This low-lying character type is found in 
three small areas on the edge of the 
Firth of Clyde and is backed by the 
higher ground of the Open Ridgeland (5) 
or the Steep Ridgeland and mountains 
(1). The rich pattern of woodlands, 
parkland, farmland and settlement 
contrast with the simple character of 
forested or moorland covered hills and 
contribute to the wider scenic qualities of 
the Firth of Clyde within its broad open 
basin and narrow sea lochs. This 
character type is particularly important in 
marking a more rural character along 
the River Clyde west of Glasgow and a 
contrast with the densely developed 
southern Clyde coast of Inverclyde  

Turbines of this size sited on the 
peninsula tips of Toward and 
Rosneath and in the Cardross area 
would still be highly visible and 
detract from the rich, highly patterned 
character of these landscapes which 
are rare in the wider urban context of 
the Firth of Clyde and Glasgow 
conurbation. Turbines towards the 
lower height band of this typology 
may have less of an effect on 
landscape context if sited at the 
transition with the ‘Open Ridgeland’ 
(5) which is more extensive and 
simpler in character although multiple 
turbines would increase built clutter 
and could significantly diminish the 
contrast with more urban landscapes.

Medium Unless located on prominent 
ridges, hill tops and coastal 
areas, this typology is unlikely to 
extend significantly into wider 
views and would therefore be 
unlikely to have major effects on 
wider landscape context. 
Multiple developments would 
increase clutter and diminish 
wider scenic diversity 

Low

Scale and 
openness 

These landscapes are confined to 
peninsula tips and a narrow coastal 
edge and are limited in extent. This 
landscape has relatively low relief with 
rounded hills rising to around 128m 
(Gallow Hill on the Rosneath Peninsula) 
and hill slopes gradually rising to around 
100m at the transition with the more 
expansive Open Ridgeland (5). Fields, 
trees, farms and extensive wooded 
policies pattern this landscape and 
provide ready scale references. The 

Turbines of this size would appear 
large in relation to the height of low 
hills and the limited extent of these 
landscapes. They would also 
dominate small scale features such 
as buildings, trees and woodlands 
although turbines towards the lower 
height band of this typology could 
relate to the increased scale of 
broader and more open hills slopes 
at the transition with more expansive 
upland landscapes and away from 

High-med This typology would be higher 
than buildings, trees and 
woodlands but could fit more 
sympathetically with the scale of 
the landform.

Medium 
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rolling landform limits scale which is 
generally medium reducing to small 
where woodland provides containment. 

smaller scale features. 

Landform Broad rounded ridges with occasional 
steep banks, knolls and conical outcrop 
hills. Gently rolling hill slopes are cut by 
well-defined valleys. The coastal margin 
is flat with sandy bays contained by 
rounded rocky promontories along the 
Firth of Clyde.  

The gently sloping landform of much 
of this landscape reduces sensitivity 
although turbines of this size would 
detract from small knolly hills and the 
more diverse coastal edge. 

Medium The gently sloping landform of 
much of this landscape reduces 
sensitivity and turbines of this 
size could be sited to relate to 
smaller landform features 
although the more diverse 
coastal edge should be avoided. 

Medium-low 

Land cover 
pattern

These landscapes have a richly diverse 
land cover of hedged and walled fields, 
field and avenue trees and shelterbelts 
and policy woodlands and designed 
landscapes associated with the 
Rosneath, Geilston/Cardross and Castle 
Toward estates. Some scrub and 
wetland occurs close to the coast.  

Turbines of this size would detract 
from the distinct pattern of policy 
woodlands and areas with a stronger 
field enclosure pattern. More open 
areas of pasture and coniferous 
forestry at the transition with the 
Open Ridgeland (5) and Steep 
Ridgeland and Mountains (1) LCTs 
would be less sensitive and there 
may be increased scope to locate 
this typology in some limited areas to 
avoid impacts on designed 
landscapes.   

High-med There is some scope to locate 
this typology within larger fields 
and more open areas at the 
transition with more extensive 
character types to avoid 
detracting from distinctive 
woodland and field patterns and 
designed landscapes.  

Medium 

Built
environment 

This landscape is densely settled in the 
Helensburgh area. The Rosneath 
Peninsula and Toward Point are 
relatively well-settled with large farms 
dotted fairly evenly across the 
landscape. Castles, mansion houses 
and historic towns such as Cardross are 
key landmark features. Masts are 
visually prominent on small hill tops 
(Gallow Hill Rosneath Peninsula) and 
lower hill slopes within the adjacent 
Steep Ridgeland and Mountains (1) 

This typology could dominate the 
scale and setting of farms, small 
dwellings and settlements if located 
nearby although there may be some 
limited scope to locate these smaller 
turbines in some areas to avoid such 
impact. This typology would affect 
the setting of designed landscapes 
and historic built features if located 
within their landscape setting. 
Turbines of this size could 
exacerbate the clutter of masts 

High-med There is greater scope for 
accommodating this typology 
because of its potential to be 
associated with the scale of 
larger buildings and farms. Care 
should still be taken to avoid 
disrupting the setting of features 
of historic or archaeological 
interest in this area. Multiple 
turbines towards the higher 
height band of this typology 
associated with every farm 

Medium 
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character type backing Toward Point.  present in some areas.  would quickly overwhelm and 
would exacerbate built clutter in 
some areas. 

Perceptual 
qualities

Generally a managed landscape with 
little sense of remoteness or 
naturalness.  

Wildland character is not pronounced 
and there would therefore be little 
effect on this sensitivity.  

Low Wildland character is not 
pronounced and there would 
therefore be little effect on this 
sensitivity.

Low

Visual
amenity  

These areas are highly visible from 
many areas around the well-settled Firth 
of Clyde. The Helensburgh area is 
closely visible from the A814 and railway 
but also from the A78, Port Glasgow and 
Greenock on the south side of the Inner 
Firth of Clyde. The Rosneath Peninsula 
area of this character type is highly 
visible from Greenock and from the 
Helensburgh area and from roads and 
footpaths.  Toward Point is less easily 
accessible but seen from the A815 and 
from the eastern side of Bute, including 
Rothesay. All these landscapes are 
visible from ferry routes in the Firth of 
Clyde.

Turbines of this size would be 
visually prominent in views from 
roads and coastal areas within the 
character type.  

High There is scope for this smaller 
typology to be sited on lower hill 
slopes, which are back-dropped 
by the less prominent gentler 
slopes of the Open Ridgeland 
(5) in the Helensburgh/Cardross 
area to minimise visual intrusion 
from roads, settlement and on 
more prominent skylines.  

High-med 

Landscape 
Values

The western side of Toward Point along 
Loch Striven is designated an APQ. Key 
special qualities of this APQ are the 
scenic juxtaposition of narrow sea lochs, 
steep-sided hills and richly patterned 
policies and farmland on Toward Point 
and Bute.

Castle Toward and Rosneath designed 
landscapes are Inventory listed. Castle 
Toward is particularly noted for its 
scenic importance in the Inventory. 

Turbines of this size would 
significantly affect the special 
qualities of the APQ and the integrity 
and setting of Inventory listed 
designed landscapes if sited within or 
close-by. Sensitivity would be 
reduced within the undesignated 
Helensburgh area of this LCT. 

High-med to 
Low

Even this typology could 
adversely affect the integrity and 
setting of Inventory listed 
designed landscapes if sited 
within or close-by although well- 
sited turbines towards the lower 
height band of this typology 
would be likely to have less of 
an effect on the special qualities 
of the APQ. Sensitivity would be 
reduced in general for this 
smaller typology however. 

Medium to  
Low
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Character type 13: Rolling Farmland and Estates 

Summary of sensitivity
The Rolling Farmland and Estates character type comprises three small low-lying 
areas on the tips of the Rosneath Peninsula, Toward Point and in the 
Helensburgh/Cardross area. They all lie in prominent locations on the edge of the 
Firth of Clyde. These landscapes are principally characterised by the presence of 
designed landscapes with wooded policies, strongly enclosed pastures and a number 
of landmark historic and archaeological features. They are backed by the more 
extensive hill slopes of the ‘Open Ridgeland’ (5) and ‘Steep Ridgeland and 
Mountains’ (1) landscape character types and provide a strong and scenic contrast 
with these simpler upland landscapes and the narrow sea lochs and basin of the Firth 
of Clyde.  These landscapes are also important in the contrast they provide to the 
more developed urban edge of Glasgow to the east and the Inverclyde coast. There 
would be a High landscape sensitivity to the large and medium typology due 
principally to the effect of taller turbines on the scale of the landform, its diverse 
vegetation cover and on settlement. Sensitivity would be High-medium for the small-
medium typology and Medium for the small typology due to its better fit with the 
scale of the landform and settlement.  

These landscapes are highly visible variously from Bute, the densely settled 
Inverclyde coast and from the Firth of Clyde. Visual sensitivity would be High for the 
large, medium and small-medium typology and High-medium for the small typology, 
reflecting greater opportunities to site turbines towards the lower height band of this 
typology to minimise visual intrusion.  

An APQ designation covers the western part of Toward Point. Castle Toward and 
Rosneath are Inventory listed designed landscapes. Sensitivity in terms of landscape 
values would be High-medium for the large, medium and small-medium turbines but 
Medium for the small typology where smaller turbines could reduce effects on the 
special qualities of the designated area. 

Cumulative issues 
There are no existing or consented wind farm developments located within this 
character type. Operational and consented wind farm development located in North 
Ayrshire is visible from the Toward Point area of this character type and contributes 
to the more developed character of the landscape on the southern and south-eastern 
coasts of the Firth of Clyde.  

Key cumulative landscape and visual issues include:  
 The introduction of wind farm and larger turbines in these prominent 

peninsulas and coastal areas within the wider Firth of Clyde basin would 
adversely affect the strong sense of Cowal forming the threshold to the 
‘Highlands’ and the point where the Glasgow conurbation is left (heightened 
by the ferry crossing to Dunoon). The present contrast of the landscapes of 
Cowal with the more developed Inverclyde and North Ayrshire coast could be 
diminished.  
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Constraints:  
 The relatively small scale of this landscape, occasional knolly hills and more 

diverse indented coastal edge 
 The diverse pattern of enclosed fields and policy woodlands but also historic 

and archaeological built features which form occasional landmark features 
 The prominent location of these landscapes on peninsula tips and along the 

coast which increases visual sensitivity in terms of their visibility in views from 
the Firth of Clyde and its settled fringes.  

 Inventory listed designed landscapes of Castle Toward and Rosneath and an 
APQ designation covering the west side of Toward Point against Loch 
Striven.

Opportunities: 
 Gentler hill slopes with a less distinct field enclosure pattern, set back from 

the more prominent coastal edge and located at the transition with the ‘Open 
Ridgeland’ (5) and ‘Steep Ridgeland and Mountains (1) character types, 
which  provide opportunities for smaller typologies to be accommodated 

Guidance on development 
There is no scope for the large, medium or small-medium typology (turbines >35m 
height) to be located within this landscape type without incurring significant impacts 
on a number of sensitivity criteria.  

There is some very limited scope for the small typology to be accommodated at the 
transition with the adjacent more extensive upland landscapes of the ‘Open 
Ridgeland’ (5).  Turbines should avoid areas with a more distinct land cover pattern 
including designed landscapes, wider policy plantings and strong enclosure pattern. 
They should be sited on higher hill slopes well away from the more visually prominent 
and diverse coastal edges and also set back slightly from farm buildings and other 
settlement to avoid overwhelming their scale. The setting of historic buildings and 
settlement, designed landscapes and archaeological features remains sensitive even 
to small turbines. Multiple turbines of this size would quickly clutter the limited extent 
of these landscapes and careful monitoring of cumulative landscape and visual 
effects would be necessary.

There is increased scope to assimilate turbines <20m high providing these are sited 
so they are visually associated with existing buildings. Smaller turbines should be 
sited in accordance with the guidance set out in section 7 of the Main Study Report.  
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Policy woodlands and rolling pastures fringe the inner 
Firth of Clyde around Cardross 

Narrow wooded valleys at the transition with the ‘Open 
Ridgeland’ (5) within the inner Firth of Clyde 

The wooded policies of Toward Castle designed 
landscape on Toward Point seen from Bute.  

This character type covers the tip of the Rosneath 
Peninsula and is highly visible from the Inverclyde coast 

 Character Type 13: Rolling Farmland with Estates 
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Landscape Character Type 13a: Bute Rolling Farmland and Estates  

Introduction
This character type occurs in four separate areas within Argyll and Bute. This 
assessment considers the single area on the Isle of Bute only. A separate 
assessment has been undertaken for the areas of the Rolling Farmland and Estates 
character type on the mainland. This sensitivity assessment considers only smaller 
development typologies in accordance with the study brief.  

Operational and consented wind farm development  
There is no operational or consented wind farm development located within this 
character type. 

The operational wind farms of Ardrossan and Dalry situated in North Ayrshire are 
visible within 14km from the east coast of Bute. The consented Kelburn wind farm, 
located near these developments, is also likely to be visible from this character type. 
The operational Cruach Mhor wind farm on Cowal can also be briefly glimpsed from 
the A844 between Mount Stuart and Rothesay.  
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Character Type 13a: Bute Rolling Farmland and Estates – Sensitivity assessment of smaller typologies   

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (35-50m) 

Sensitivity  
rating

Assessment of small 
typology (20-35m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

This landscape of well-settled, gently 
rolling farmland with extensive policy 
woodlands contrasts with the small 
rugged hills of the ‘Bute Open 
Ridgeland’ (5a) and the flatter and more 
open ‘Bute Coastal Plain’ (19a). A 
distinctive steep wooded scarp forms 
the southern boundary with 5a above 
Loch Fad although the transition 
between these character types is more 
gradual west of Port Bannatyne. This 
character type contributes to the overall 
landscape diversity of Bute although it is 
less prominent within the wider Firth of 
Clyde because of its low-lying nature. 

Turbines sited close to the abrupt 
scarp edge above Loch Fad would 
detract from this feature and the 
contrast that occurs between the 
more rugged ‘upland’ character of (5) 
and the low rolling farmland of this 
character type. Turbines sited 
elsewhere in this character type 
would have less of an effect on 
landscape context although multiple 
developments would increase clutter 
and diminish contrast and wider 
scenic diversity. 

Medium Turbines of this size sited close 
to the abrupt scarp edge would 
also detract from this feature. 
They would not have a 
significant effect on landscape 
context if sited elsewhere. 
Turbines towards the lower 
height band of this typology 
would not extend significantly 
into wider views within the Firth 
of Clyde and would have fewer 
cumulative effects associated 
with multiple developments.   

Low

Scale and 
openness 

This character type has a low elevation 
with rounded hills rising to around 120m 
in height. Small fields, trees, farms and 
extensive wooded policies pattern this 
landscape and provide ready scale 
references. The rolling landform limits 
scale which is generally medium 
reducing to small where woodland and 
more rolling landform increases 
containment. Scale increases where this 
character type abuts the higher hills of 
the ‘Bute Open Ridgeland’ (5a). 

Turbines of this size would appear 
large in relation to the height of low 
hills and the limited expanse of open 
ground (particularly in the case of 
multiple turbines of this size). They 
would also dominate small scale 
features such as buildings, trees and 
woodlands if sited close-by. Broader 
lower hill slopes at the more gradual 
transition with the larger scale hills of 
the ‘Bute Open Ridgeland’ (5a) would 
be less sensitive in respect of scale.   

High-med This typology would be higher 
than trees and woodlands but 
could fit more sympathetically 
with the scale of the landform 
and other features.  

Medium 

Landform A softly rolling landform of low indistinct 
hills cut by shallow valleys. Occasional 
knolly areas occur on some hill slopes. 
The rocky narrow coastal edge is 

The absence of distinctive landform 
features reduces sensitivity although 
the coastal edge and more complex 
knolly landform should be avoided.  

Medium The absence of distinctive 
landform features reduces 
sensitivity although the coastal 
edge and more complex knolly 

Medium 



214

generally even but with some notable 
promontories and bays.  

landform should be avoided.  

Land cover  This landscape has a richly diverse land 
cover of small hedged pastures, 
extensive policy woodlands and 
designed landscapes associated with 
Ascog, Kames Castle and Mount Stuart 
estate. Lochs Fad, Quien and Ascog are 
landmark features 

Turbines of this size could detract 
from the small scale pattern of rolling 
pastures and woodlands and the 
setting of small lochs in some areas. 
Areas with a less distinct enclosure 
and woodland pattern would be less 
sensitive. This typology could also 
affect the setting of designed 
landscapes (although views from
these landscapes are likely to be 
limited by dense tree cover).  

High-med There is increased scope to 
locate the smaller turbines of 
this typology within larger fields 
and avoiding distinctive 
woodland and field patterns and 
designed landscape features.  

Medium 

Built
environment 

Densely settled on the eastern coast 
between Rothesay and Ascog. Well-
settled elsewhere with an even dispersal 
of small farms lying beyond the 
boundaries of the extensive wooded 
policies of Mount Stuart  

This typology could dominate the 
scale and setting of farms, small 
dwellings and settlements particularly 
in the well-settled coastal fringes of 
this landscape. It could also affect 
the setting of historic built features if 
located within their landscape setting 
and intruding on key views to and 
from them. The well-settled nature of 
these landscapes increases 
sensitivity to this typology.

High There is greater scope for 
accommodating this typology 
because of its potential to be 
associated with the scale of 
larger buildings and farms. Care 
should still be taken to avoid 
disrupting the setting of features 
of historic or archaeological 
interest in this area. 

Medium 

Perceptual 
qualities

This is a managed landscape with little 
sense of remoteness or naturalness.  

Wildland character is not pronounced 
and there would therefore be little 
effect on this sensitivity.  

Low Wildland character is not 
pronounced and there would 
therefore be little effect on this 
sensitivity.

Low

Visual
amenity  

Views from the A844 and settlement on 
the east coast focus towards the sea 
and away from the interior farmland of 
this character type. Views are also 
limited by extensive woodland and the 
rolling nature of the landform although 

Turbines of this size located on 
higher ground or upper slopes would 
be visually prominent in views from 
roads and more elevated footpaths 
across Bute. Close views from the 
A844 and from the densely settled 

High There is greater scope for this 
smaller typology (and 
particularly turbines <25m)  to 
be sited on lower hill slopes to 
limit intrusion on more 
prominent skylines and to 

High-med 
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narrow roads cross this area and are 
well-used by cyclists. The West Island 
Way footpath is aligned through this 
character type. The B881 features 
dramatic framed views to Arran. 
Wider views to this character type are 
possible from more elevated areas, for 
example Barone Hill on Bute. Although 
this character type is low lying and less 
visually prominent in views from 
mainland North Ayrshire and Great 
Cumbrae, it forms the foreground to the 
focus of the northern mountains of Arran 
in these views.   

coastal fringe would be limited by 
landform and woodland.  This 
typology would be likely to be visible 
from Great Cumbrae and the North 
Ayrshire coast in the wider Firth of 
Clyde area (seen at distances >9km 
from the mainland coast) and from 
the ferry on the approach to 
Rothesay. Poorly sited turbines could 
intrude on key views to Arran and 
landmark features such Lochs Fad, 
Quien and Ascog, the designed 
landscape of Mount Stuart and the 
scarp woodlands above Loch Fad. 

benefit from screening by 
woodland and the rolling 
landform in minimising views 
from roads and more settled 
coastal areas and visitor 
attractions. Landmark features 
remain sensitive even to small 
turbines. 

Landscape 
Values

All of Bute is designated as an APQ. 
The key qualities of this APQ are likely 
to be the dramatic views of the 
mountains of Arran and the diversity of 
landscapes across Bute to which this 
landscape of rich rolling farmland, 
extensive wooded policies and 
settlements makes a strong contribution. 

Mount Stuart designed landscape is 
Inventory listed. It rates as ‘outstanding’ 
in many categories and is described as 
making a ‘significant contribution to the 
surrounding scenery particularly to the 
east’  

There may be some limited scope to 
site turbines of this size to avoid 
impact on key views to Arran. The 
integrity of the rich rolling farmland 
and policies of this landscape could 
be diminished by turbines of this size 
(and particularly multiple turbines) 
and the setting of settlements could 
also be affected.  

Turbines of this size could impact on 
views to Mount Stuart from the Firth 
of Clyde and mainland particularly if 
visible on rising ground directly 
behind the designed landscape.  

High-med Smaller turbines closely 
associated with existing 
buildings would be likely to have 
less of an effect on the integrity 
of farmland and policies. There 
would also be increased scope 
to site this typology to avoid 
significant intrusion on key 
views and the setting of 
settlements and the designed 
landscape of Mount Stuart.  

Medium 
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Character type 13a: Bute Rolling Farmland and Estates  

Summary of sensitivity
This relatively low-lying landscape of gently rolling small hedged pastures and extensive 
wooded policies forms a lush pastoral scene contrasting with the more rugged higher ground 
of north Bute and the exposed open landscapes of the west coast. There would be a High-
medium  landscape sensitivity to the small-medium typology due principally to the effect of 
taller turbines on the scale of the landform, its diverse vegetation cover and on settlement. 
Sensitivity would be Medium sensitivity for the small typology due to its better fit with the 
scale of the landform and settlement.  

Visual sensitivity is High for the small-medium typology and High-medium for the small 
typology, reflecting increased scope to site smaller turbines to minimise intrusion and benefit 
from screening by landform and woodlands.

This landscape is covered by an APQ and Mount Stuart is listed in the Inventory of Gardens 
and Designed Landscapes and extends over a considerable part of this character type. 
Sensitivity in terms of landscape values would be High-medium  for the small-medium 
typology and Medium for the small typology. 

Cumulative issues 
There could be cumulative landscape and visual impacts with the existing and consented 
Ardrossan and Kelburn wind farms located close to the North Ayrshire coast.  

There could be cumulative visual impacts on views from Great Cumbrae and the Firth of 
Clyde with the larger turbines of the small-medium typology sited in this landscape being 
more likely to incur potential impacts. Cumulative landscape impacts could be associated 
with larger scale turbine development being sited on the Isle of Bute which appears largely 
undeveloped in comparison with the highly modified mainland coastal area to the east. 
Smaller turbines would be likely to have less of an effect, being clearly different in terms of 
scale with commercial developments sited on the mainland and also less visually intrusive 
provided they were well-sited in relation to the key constraints and opportunities listed below.   

Constraints:  
 The relatively small to medium scale of this low-lying gently rolling landform 

accentuated by woodlands, small enclosed fields, farms and other buildings 
 A diverse pattern of woodlands, hedged pastures and the extensive policies and 

designed landscapes of Mount Stuart and the smaller historic properties, gardens 
and parkland associated with Ascog and Kames Castle. 

 The landmark features of Lochs Fad, Quien and Ascog and the broadleaved 
woodlands on the steep scarp against Loch Fad.  

 Views from the A881 (which features dramatic views south-west to Arran) and from 
minor roads and more elevated footpaths, such as the West Island Way in the wider 
Bute area.

 Views from North Ayrshire, Great Cumbrae and the Firth of Clyde which would be 
particularly sensitive to taller turbines.  
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Opportunities: 
 Smooth open hill slopes with a less strong small scale field enclosure pattern and the 

lower slopes backing the higher ground of the adjacent ‘Bute Open Ridgeland’ (5a).  

Guidance on development 
There is no scope for the small-medium typology to be located within this landscape type 
without incurring significant impacts on a number of sensitivity criteria.  

There is some limited scope for small turbines to be accommodated in this landscape. 
Turbines should avoid areas with a strong pattern of policy woodlands and small hedged 
fields. They should also be sited to minimise impact on the setting of settlements and 
designed landscapes and avoid significant intrusion on landmark features such as views to 
Arran from the A881, broadleaved woodlands and Lochs Fad, Quien and Ascog. Turbines 
should be visually associated with farms and other buildings, avoiding prominent hill tops 
and favouring lower hills slopes backed by the higher ground of the adjacent ‘Bute Open 
Ridgeland’ (5a).  This is a well-settled landscape with many small farms dispersed across 
the rolling farmland. Multiple turbines (and especially turbines >25m) associated with every 
farm could quickly become a dominant feature.  

There is increased scope to assimilate turbines <20m high providing these are sited so they 
are visually associated with existing buildings. Smaller turbines should be sited in 
accordance with the guidance set out in section 7 of the Main Study Report.  
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Historic buildings and their associated designed 
landscapes form a key characteristic of this landscape 
with the Mount Stuart estate featuring extensive policy 
woodlands   

Lush green enclosed fields, woodlands and small white 
farms regularly pattern this gently rolling landscape and 
contribute to its predominantly small scale. 

This landscape forms a low pastoral foreground to 
dramatic views to the high peaks of Arran from the B881 

Lochs form landmark features within rolling farmland. 
The higher ground of the Bute Open Ridgeland (5a) lying 
at the core of the island forms a backdrop to this 
landscape.  

Character Type 13a: Bute Rolling Farmland with Estates
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Landscape Character Type 14: Bay Farmland  

Introduction
The Bay Farmland character type extends across the broad lowland plain between 
Campbeltown and Machrihanish Bay.

Operational and consented wind farm development  
There are no existing or consented wind farm developments located in this character type. 
The operational Tangy Hill I and II wind farm development lies approximately 3km from the 
northern boundary of this character type on the southern slopes of the adjacent ‘Upland 
Forest Moor Mosaic’ (6) and is visible across much of this open landscape. The operational 
Beinn a Tuirc I and II (II under construction) development also located in the ‘Upland Forest 
Moor Mosaic’ (6) character type is visible from the southern part of the Bay Farmland.   
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Landscape character type 14: Bay Farmland – Sensitivity assessment for larger typologies 

Topic Summary description Large scale typology 
assessment (80-130m) 

Sensitivity  
rating

Medium scale typology 
assessment (50-80m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

The Bay Farmland forms a fairly 
extensive landscape contained to 
the north and south by the higher 
ground of the ‘Upland Forest Moor 
Mosaic’ (6 and 6a). Smaller scale 
and more complex hills on the 
fringes of the adjoining ‘Upland 
Forest Moor Mosaic’ (6) to the north 
and the pronounced peak of Beinn 
Ghuilean (352m) to the south are 
highly visible in views from roads 
and settlement within the Bay 
Farmland.  
This landscape also borders the 
more complex and naturalistic ‘Sand 
dunes and machair’ (25) character 
type and the smaller scale 
 ‘Rocky Mosaic’ (20) around 
Campbeltown Loch. The Tangy 
wind farm sited in the 
‘Kintyre/Knapdale Upland Forest 
Moor Mosaic’ (6) is clearly visible 
from this landscape. 

Larger typologies sited within this 
settled and intensively farmed 
landscape could intrude on the 
setting of Campbeltown and the 
dunes and machair of Machrihanish 
Bay. They could diminish the 
contrast between this low-lying land 
and the verticality of the adjacent 
hills. Larger turbines could also 
intrude into the backdrop provided 
by the smaller and more complex 
hills fringing the ‘Upland Forest 
Moor Mosaic’ (6) and (6b). 
Cumulative impacts could occur 
with the existing Tangy wind farm.  

High-med There may be increased scope to 
accommodate turbines towards the 
lower height band of this typology 
within this fairly extensive landscape 
character type to minimise effects on 
adjoining more sensitive landscapes. 
Nevertheless, this size could diminish 
the contrast between this low-lying 
land and the verticality of the adjacent 
hills and, depending on siting, intrude 
into the backdrop provided by the 
smaller and more complex hills 
fringing the ‘Upland Forest Moor 
Mosaic’ (6) and (6b).  
Cumulative impacts could also occur 
with the existing Tangy wind farm 
although there may be opportunities 
to minimise these through the use of 
smaller turbines and careful siting and 
design.  

High-Med 

Scale and 
openness 

A broad flat and open landscape 
particularly in the west but with 
more containment in the east where 
the landform becomes more 
undulating. This landscape is well-
settled with many scale references 
such as buildings and trees.   

Although this landscape is very 
open in places, the regular pattern 
of small farms, settlements, 
occasional low hills and other low 
features across this landscape 
increases sensitivity to this typology 
which could easily dominate small 
features. 

High-med Although this landscape is very open 
in places, the regular pattern of small 
farms, settlements, occasional low 
hills and other low features across 
this landscape increases sensitivity to 
this typology which could easily 
dominate small features. 

High-med 
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Landform The flat plain to the west rises to 
form a smooth transition with the 
dunes of Machrihanish Bay. 
Landform is more undulating with 
smooth rounded slopes and 
occasional distinctive flattened 
drumlin-like knolls in the east. 

This typology could relate to the flat 
and gently undulating landform 
although rounded outcrop hills and 
drumlin-like knolls are more 
sensitive.

Medium This typology could relate to the flat 
and gently undulating landform 
although rounded outcrop hills and 
drumlin-like knolls are more sensitive. 

Medium 

Landcover  Large fields are generally divided by 
post and wire fences thus 
contributing to the openness of 
parts of this landscape. Areas of 
bog and damp grassland occur 
between rounded knolls and in more 
expansive flatter areas and are 
often fringed by gorse scrub. There 
is very little woodland with 
occasional clumps of near 
farmsteads.   

This typology could fit with the 
simple land cover of this character 
type.

Low This typology could fit with the simple 
land cover of this character type. 

Low

Built
environment 

A regular pattern of small farms and 
houses occur across this landscape. 
Occasional larger sheds and 
industrial buildings are located to 
the west and are particularly 
concentrated around the airfield. 
Small sand and gravel works also 
feature. This landscape is crossed 
by narrow minor roads and the A83 
and B843 are aligned on the edges 
of the plain.

The presence of larger industrial 
elements, especially around the 
airfield, reduces sensitivity although 
this character type is well-settled 
and this typology would affect the 
setting of settlement and the 
generally rural character of most of 
this landscape.  

High-Med The presence of larger industrial 
elements, especially around the 
airfield, reduces sensitivity although 
this character type is well-settled and 
this typology would affect the setting 
of settlement and the generally rural 
character of most of this landscape. 

High-Med 

Perceptual 
qualities

This landscape is well-settled and 
managed with no distinct sense of 
remoteness or naturalness. 

Wildland character is not 
pronounced and sensitivity is 
therefore reduced to this typology. 

Low Wildland character is not pronounced 
and sensitivity is therefore reduced to 
this typology. 

Low

Visual
amenity  

This open low-lying landscape is 
highly visible from the A83 and 
B843 and from settlement which is 
evenly spread across the area.  
There are elevated views across 
this landscape from minor roads, 

Turbines of this size would be 
highly visible from roads and 
settlement in this open landscape. 
They would also intrude on 
panoramic views from elevated 
roads and settlement in the ‘Upland 

High Turbines of this size would be highly 
visible from roads and settlement in 
this open landscape. They would also 
intrude on panoramic views from 
elevated roads and settlement in the 
‘Upland Forest-Moor Mosaic’ (6 +6b).  

High
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the B842 and settlement within the 
adjacent Upland Forest-Moor 
Mosaic (6 + 6b) and from the 
settlement of Machrihanish and golf 
course. Views from Machrihanish 
Beach are restricted by intervening 
sand dunes.  
The existing Tangy wind farm is 
visible in close proximity from this 
landscape.   

Forest-Moor Mosaic’ (6+6b).  
There would be cumulative visual 
effects with the existing Tangy and 
Beinn an Tuirc wind farm 
developments.   

There would be cumulative visual 
effects with the existing Tangy and 
Beinn an Tuirc wind farm 
developments.   

Landscape 
Values

No landscape designations apply to 
this landscape. An APQ is 
designated to the south of this 
character type on the Mull of 
Kintyre.

The absence of landscape 
designations reduces sensitivity. 
Turbines located in the Bay 
Farmland character type would be 
unlikely to indirectly impact on the 
sensitive coastal areas and high 
hills which are key special qualities 
of the adjacent Mull of Kintyre APQ.  

Low The absence of landscape 
designations reduces sensitivity. 
Turbines located in the Bay Farmland 
character type would be unlikely to 
indirectly impact on the sensitive 
coastal areas and high hills which are 
key special qualities of the adjacent 
Mull of Kintyre APQ. 

Low
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Landscape character type 14: Bay Farmland – Sensitivity assessment for smaller typologies 

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (35m-50m) 

Sensitivity  
rating

Assessment of small typology 
(20m –35m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

The Bay Farmland forms a fairly 
extensive landscape contained to 
the north and south by the higher 
ground of the ‘Upland Forest Moor 
Mosaic’ (6 and 6a). Smaller scale 
and more complex hills on the 
fringes of the adjoining ‘Upland 
Forest Moor Mosaic’ (6) to the north 
and the pronounced peak of Beinn 
Ghuilean (352m) to the south are 
highly visible in views from roads 
and settlement within the Bay 
Farmland.  
This landscape also borders the 
more complex and naturalistic ‘Sand 
dunes and machair’ (25) character 
type and the smaller scale 
 ‘Rocky Mosaic’ (20) around 
Campbeltown Loch. The Tangy 
wind farm sited in the 
‘Kintyre/Knapdale Upland Forest 
Moor Mosaic’ (6) is clearly visible 
from this landscape. 

There is some limited scope to 
accommodate this typology within 
this fairly extensive landscape to 
minimise effects on the complex 
small hills on the edge of the 
‘Upland Forest Moor Mosaic’ (6), on 
the setting of Campbeltown and 
Machrihanish Bay.  

Medium There is some scope to 
accommodate this typology within this 
fairly extensive landscape to minimise 
effects on more sensitive adjoining 
landscapes.  

Medium 

Scale and 
openness 

A broad flat and open landscape 
particularly in the west but with 
more containment in the east where 
the landform becomes more 
undulating. This landscape is well-
settled with many scale references 
such as buildings and trees.   

Turbines of this height would still 
appear very large in relation to 
small buildings and trees but there 
are some limited opportunities to 
site this typology on less well-
settled lower hill slopes at the 
transition with the ‘Upland Forest 
Moor Mosaic’ (6 +6a) and where 
the landform is less undulating and 
containment less strong.  

Medium Turbines of this height would still 
appear large in relation to small 
buildings and trees but there are 
opportunities to site this typology on 
less well-settled lower hill slopes at 
the transition with the ‘Upland Forest 
Moor Mosaic’ (6 +6a) and where the 
landform is less undulating and 
containment less strong. 

Med-low 
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Landform The flat plain to the west rises to 
form a smooth transition with the 
dunes of Machrihanish Bay. 
Landform is more undulating with 
smooth rounded slopes and 
occasional distinctive flattened 
drumlin-like knolls in the east. 

This typology could relate to the 
simple flat to gently undulating 
landform although rounded outcrop 
hills and drumlin-like knolls are 
more sensitive.  

Medium This typology could relate to the 
simple flat to gently undulating 
landform although rounded outcrop 
hills and drumlin-like knolls remain 
sensitive.

Med-Low 

Landcover 
pattern

Large fields are generally divided by 
post and wire fences thus 
contributing to the openness of 
parts of this landscape. Areas of 
bog and damp grassland occur 
between rounded knolls and in more 
expansive flatter areas and are 
often fringed by gorse scrub. There 
is very little woodland with 
occasional clumps of near 
farmsteads.   

This typology could fit with the 
simple land cover of this character 
type.

Low This typology could fit with the simple 
land cover of this character type. 

Low

Built
environment 

A regular pattern of small farms and 
houses occur across this landscape. 
Occasional larger sheds and 
industrial buildings are located to 
the west and are particularly 
concentrated around the airfield. 
Small sand and gravel works also 
feature. This landscape is crossed 
by narrow minor roads and the A83 
and B843 are aligned on the edges 
of the plain.

This typology (and particularly 
multiple turbines) could affect the 
setting of small farms, individual 
houses and small settlements. 
Turbines of this size could increase 
the clutter of disparate built 
elements within this landscape if 
poorly sited.  

Medium There is greater scope for 
accommodating this typology 
because of its potential to relate to the 
scale of larger buildings, settlement 
groups and farm steadings. Turbines 
<25m could be closely associated 
with existing buildings thus minimising 
the clutter of built elements in this 
open landscape. 

Medium-low 

Perceptual 
qualities

This landscape is well-settled and 
managed with no distinct sense of 
remoteness or naturalness. 

Wildland character is not 
pronounced and sensitivity is 
therefore reduced to this typology. 

Low Wildland character is not pronounced 
and sensitivity is therefore reduced to 
this typology. 

Low

Visual
amenity  

This open low-lying landscape is 
highly visible from the A83 and 
B843 and from settlement which is 
evenly spread across the area.  
There are elevated views across 

Although this typology would be 
likely to have a much reduced 
visual impact in comparison with 
larger typologies, turbines of this 
size would still be highly visible from 

High-med Turbines of this size would also be 
visible from roads and settlement in 
this open landscape although would 
be less intrusive. Cumulative visual 
effects with existing wind farm 

Medium 
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this landscape from minor roads, 
the B842 and settlement within the 
adjacent Upland Forest-Moor 
Mosaic (6 + 6b) and from the 
settlement of Machrihanish and golf 
course. Views from Machrihanish 
Beach are restricted by intervening 
sand dunes.  
The existing Tangy wind farm is 
visible in close proximity from this 
landscape.   

roads and settlement in this open 
landscape. Turbines of this size 
would be less likely to intrude on 
panoramic views from elevated 
roads and settlement in the ‘Upland 
Forest-Moor Mosaic’ (6+6a). 
Cumulative visual effects with the 
existing Tangy and Beinn an Tuirc 
wind farm developments could be 
minimised by careful siting.   

developments could be minimised by 
careful siting. There would be greater 
scope to accommodate multiple 
turbines towards the lower height 
band of this typology.  

Landscape 
Values

No landscape designations apply to 
this landscape. An APQ is 
designated to the south of this 
character type on the Mull of 
Kintyre.

The absence of landscape 
designations reduces sensitivity. 
Turbines located in the Bay 
Farmland character type would be 
unlikely to indirectly impact on the 
sensitive coastal areas and high 
hills of the adjacent Mull of Kintyre 
APQ which are key special 
qualities.

Low The absence of landscape 
designations reduces sensitivity. 
Turbines located in the Bay Farmland 
character type would be unlikely to 
indirectly impact on the sensitive 
coastal areas and high hills of the 
adjacent Mull of Kintyre APQ which 
are key special qualities. 

Low
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Character type 14: Bay Farmland  

Summary of sensitivity 
The Bay Farmland character type comprises a broad, low-lying flat and gently 
undulating plain extending between Campbeltown and Machrinhanish Bay. It is 
contained by the higher ground of the ‘Upland Forest Moor Mosaic’ (6) to the north and 
the ‘Mull of Kintyre Upland Forest Moor Mosaic’ (6c) to the south. While the landform 
and land cover of this landscape is relatively simple, it is a well-settled landscape, 
regularly dotted with farms and houses and this increases sensitivity in relation to the 
size of turbines that could be accommodated. The potential for cumulative impacts with 
the existing Tangy and Beinn an Tuirc wind farms and effects on adjoining landscapes 
also increases sensitivity particularly to larger typologies. This landscape has an overall
High-medium sensitivity to the larger development typologies. Landscape sensitivity 
would be reduced for the smaller typologies to Medium for the small-medium typology 
and Medium-low for the small typology, reflecting increased opportunity to 
accommodate multiple small turbines in this landscape.   

This landscape is very open and highly visible from major roads and settlement. It also 
forms the immediate hinterland to Campeltown and Machrinhanish Bay. Visual 
sensitivity is judged to be High for the larger typologies, High-medium for the small-
medium typology and Medium for the small typology.

This landscape is not designated and landscape values would be Low for all typologies 
considered in the assessment. 

Cumulative issues
The Tangy wind farm is located on the south-western edge of the Kintyre uplands and is 
widely visible and seen in relatively close proximity across the Bay Farmland character 
type. The Beinn a Tuirc wind farm is also visible from the southern parts of the Bay 
Farmland and is seen in combination with Tangy. The clear association of these wind 
farms with the less settled and more expansive upland landscape of the ‘Upland Forest-
Moor Mosaic’ (6), the relatively limited height of turbines (73m) and the broadness of the 
‘Bay Farmland’ minimises the landscape and visual impact of these developments.   

Key cumulative landscape and visual issues include: 
 Larger turbines and wind farm developments sited within the Bay Farmland 

would be contrary to the established association of wind farm developments 
located within the adjacent less settled and generally more expansive ‘Upland 
Forest-Moor Mosaic’ (6) character type  (the taller turbines within the ‘large’ 
typology assessed in this study would also be considerably larger than 
current operational turbines) 

 Potential effects on views from the A83 Tourist Route where wind farm 
developments sited in the Bay Farmland would be simultaneously visible in 
relative proximity with the existing Tangy wind farm. 

 Sequential visibility of operational wind farms and any potential developments 
sited in the Bay Farmland from the Kintyre Way long distance footpath which 
is routed on the southern edge of this character type and along the elevated 
minor road to Lussa Loch.



227

Constraints:  
 The regular pattern of dispersed farms and small settlements within this 

landscape.
 Small drumlin-like hills and more complex rolling landform which occurs in the 

eastern part of this landscape. 
 The arc of small interlocking hills at the transition with the ‘Upland Forest 

Moor Mosaic’ (6) to the north of this character type. 
 The close proximity of this landscape to the diverse and naturalistic ‘Sand 

Dunes and Machair’ (25) character type of Machrinhanish Bay. 
 High visibility from the A83 and also from the Campeltown Loch area.    

Opportunities: 
 The generally simple landform and land cover of this area and its broad 

extent which increases scale. 
 The presence of some larger scale industrial buildings which could better 

relate to the size of smaller typologies. 
 An absence of landscape designations within this character type.  

Guidance on development
There is no scope to accommodate larger scale typologies in this character type due 
principally to their effects on the scale of this landscape, which is characterised by a 
regular pattern of farms and houses providing ready scale references, and also 
because of the potential cumulative effects that would arise with existing wind farm 
development in the adjacent upland area to the north.   

The small-medium typology could be sited on the edges of this character area at the 
transition with the ‘Upland Forest Moor Mosaic’ (6) and the ‘Mull of Kintyre Upland 
Forest Moor Mosaic’ (6c) to benefit from a backdrop of rising ground to limit visual 
impact. Turbines should not be sited close-by the arc of more complex small hills found 
on the northern boundary of this landscape and should avoid significant cumulative 
effects with the operational Tangy wind farm which lies relatively close to this character 
type.

The small typology could also be sited on these lower transitional hill slopes but could 
additionally be located on broader low ridges and natural breaks in slope that occur in 
the more undulating eastern part of this landscape. They should however not be sited 
on top of, or next to, more pronounced small drumlin-like knolls which are prominent 
features in this landscape. A more ordered layout would be more appropriate in the 
flatter western part of the ‘Bay Farmland’ with groups of turbines relating to angular field 
and ditch boundaries. There are also opportunities to site this small typology so visually 
associated with existing larger scale industrial buildings with the aim of concentrating 
development and thus reducing clutter and visual impact across the Bay Farmland.  

Care should be taken to avoid intrusion on sensitive coastal landscapes and on key 
views to Campeltown from the A83 (including the dramatically steep-sided Beinn 
Ghuilean which forms an essential part of its landscape setting). 
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The openness of this landscape and the relatively close visibility of the existing Tangy 
wind farm will limit the number of small turbines that could be accommodated in terms of 
cumulative impacts. A greater number of turbines towards the lower height band of this 
typology (and turbines below 20m) could be more easily accommodated provided they 
were visually associated with existing buildings/farms. Smaller turbines should be sited 
in accordance with the guidance set out in section 7 of the Main Study Report.  
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The landform of this broad plain is more varied to the 
east where occasional low drumlins occur. More 
complex rolling on the northern fringes of this character 
type are seen in the backdrop to this view.

Gentler, more even hill slopes at the transition with the 
Mull of Kintyre Upland Forest Moor Mosaic (6c) to the 
south

while this landscape has an open and expansive 
character, sensitivity to larger typologies is increased 
due to the regular pattern of houses and farms 

The broad low-lying plain of this character type, seen 
from the adjacent Upland Forest Moor Mosaic (6), 
features a number of large industrial buildings 

Character Type 14: Bay Farmland 
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Character Type 15: Lowland Bog and Moor 

Introduction
The Lowland Bog and Moor (15) landscape character type is only found on low-lying 
areas of the island of Islay within the Argyll and Firth of Clyde Landscape 
Assessment. This low-lying land extends across the coastal plain south of Bowmore, 
the isthmus connecting the east and west parts of the island at Gruinart and the 
wetland around Loch Gorm. Due to the differences in context, extent, and degree of 
development of the landscapes within the Lowland Bog and Moor character type, one 
sub-division has been identified for the purpose of this study:  

 The ‘Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor’ (15a) which occurs on the two 
smaller areas, the isthmus at Gruinart and the shores of Loch Gorm, on Islay  

This section of the report is the landscape sensitivity assessment which has been 
undertaken for the main Lowland Bog and Moor (15), which extends from Bowmore 
south to Port Ellen, parallel with Laggan Bay. The Less Extensive Lowland Bog and 
Moor (15a) has been assessed separately. 

The Lowland Bog and Moor (15) forms an even more low-lying fringe to the already 
low relief of the Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16). In addition to being of very low 
elevation and relief, this landscape type is frequently wet and marshy, with small 
pools as well as larger lochans on the areas which have not been drained to create 
farmland. There are also areas of improved pasture and development in this area 
includes the airport. 

Operational/consented wind farm development 
No operational wind turbines were noted within this character type during the site 
visit. This landscape lies beyond the 30km threshold set for the ZTV maps for 
operational and consented wind farms located on the mainland of Argyll and Bute 
and shown in Figures 5-8 of the Main Study Report.
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Character Type 15: Lowland Bog and Moor – Sensitivity assessment  

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (35m-50m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Assessment of small typology 
(20m –35m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

This low-lying landscape forms a 
transition between the sea and the 
more elevated, but still relatively low, 
relief of the Marginal Farmland Mosaic 
(16). This type also provides a 
backdrop to the Sand Dunes and 
Machair (25) in Laggan Bay. 
It is generally narrow in extent, and 
linear in shape, although there is a 
wider stretch associated with the River 
Laggan and the Duich River south of 
Bowmore.
The extensive wetland contrasts 
strongly with neighbouring Marginal 
Farmland Mosaic (16), which is 
generally farmland with some moor. 
In some areas, however, the farmed 
land of this type merges with the 
farmed land of the Marginal Farmland 
Mosaic (16).The Lowland Bog and 
Moor (15) is visible as a narrow 
foreground to views of the higher 
ground from the Rinns of Islay. 

The limited, narrow, linear extent of 
this type severely limits scope to 
accommodate this typology without it 
impacting on the adjacent Marginal 
Farmland Mosaic (16), with which it 
strongly contrasts, and which has 
limited capacity in landscape terms to 
accommodate turbines of this size.  
The exception to this is the wider 
stretch of this type, associated with 
the River Laggan and Duich River, 
where the land cover pattern 
between the Lowland Bog and Moor 
(15) and the Marginal Farmland 
Mosaic (16), merge.  
The setting of the narrow Sand 
Dunes and Machair (25) at Laggan 
Bay is sensitive. 

High-Med The limited, narrow, linear extent of 
this type severely limits scope to 
accommodate this typology without 
it impacting on the adjacent 
Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16), 
with which it strongly contrasts, but 
which has some capacity in 
landscape terms to accommodate 
turbines of this size.  
There is most scope to benefit from 
this conjunction within the wider 
stretches of this type associated 
with the River Laggan and Duich 
River, where the land cover pattern 
between the Lowland Bog and 
Moor (15) and the Marginal 
Farmland Mosaic (16), merge.  
The setting of the narrow Sand 
Dunes and Machair (25) at Laggan 
Bay is sensitive. 

Medium 

Scale and 
openness 

This landscape is very low-lying. The 
relief is so low it is often negligible, and 
the scale is dominated by a sense of 
horizontality, rather than any vertical 
forms.The highest rise reaches to 
about 40m.The landscape is very 
open, and can appear expansive in 
scale, with the openness of the moor, 

The expansive and open character 
suggests that there may be scope to 
accommodate this typology, although 
it may diminish the sense of 
extensive scale in the landscape 
where it provides a readily 
identifiable size reference point. 
The smaller scale coastal landforms 

Medium The expansive and open character 
suggests that there is likely to be 
scope to accommodate this 
typology, although it may diminish 
the sense of extensive scale in the 
landscape where it provides a 
readily identifiable size reference 
point.

Medium-low 



232

fields and wetland only rarely 
interrupted by a few containing 
woodlands.The lack of features, 
however, also makes this area appear 
(deceptively) larger than it is, as 
reference points are limited to the 
airport buildings, peripheral settlement 
and the very occasional 
woodlands.The inlets and bays along 
the coast from Bowmore to Laggan 
point are relatively small in scale. 

between Bowmore and Laggan point 
is sensitive to this typology. 

The smaller scale coastal  
landforms between Bowmore and 
Laggan point is sensitive to this 
typology.
Overall, there is likely to be more 
scope to accommodate this smaller 
typology than the medium-small 
typology.

Landform Almost flat, with occasional low 
terraces, extant sand dunes and gently 
rising ground, the landform is relatively 
simple. 

The simple landform is likely to 
provide scope to accommodate this 
typology without impacting on 
topographical patterns or features. 

Low The simple landform is likely to 
provide scope to accommodate this 
typology without impacting on 
topographical patterns or features. 

Low

Landcover  Extensive wetland, moor and improved 
and unimproved farmland extend 
across most of this type. 
Occasional small woodlands are 
associated with drier raised or drained 
land, sited usually to shelter buildings.  
There are numerous lochans and 
especially much smaller pools. 

The simple land cover is likely to 
provide some scope for this typology, 
although the setting of lochans is 
sensitive.

Medium The simple land cover is likely to 
provide some scope for this 
typology although the setting of 
lochans is sensitive. 

Low

Settlement  This landscape is very sparsely 
settled, with very occasional farms 
associated with the periphery or 
slightly raised areas where land has 
also been drained for farmland.  
The airport, however, is located south 
of Bowmore on this type, as is the 
Machrie Hotel and golf course.  
The A846 extends through this stretch 
of this type, but generally the very 
occasional roads extend around the 
outer edges of this type. 

While the small size of houses and 
farms are a constraint, settlement is 
so sparse that this typology could be 
sited to limit adverse impacts on the 
scale or setting of settlements.  

Medium While the small size of houses and 
farms are a constraint, settlement is 
so sparse that this typology could 
be sited to limit adverse impacts on 
the scale or setting of settlements. 
The smaller size of this typology 
means that there is more scope to 
site this size of turbine without 
impacting on settlement. 

Low
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Perceptual 
qualities

The extensive areas of wetland, 
especially where they are expansive 
and their integrity relatively intact, are 
relatively natural in character, and can 
be experienced as secluded or even 
surprisingly remote.  
Many of the wetland areas are 
inaccessible. 
The area is used for peat cutting, 
however, and the presence of the 
airport, roads and farmland, especially 
in the area south of Bowmore, create 
substantial stretches of more 
developed landscape.  

This typology could affect the sense 
of seclusion and naturalness 
experienced, especially associated 
with the larger areas of wetland, even 
if placed on the more managed 
farmland adjacent to these areas. 

High-Med This typology could affect the sense 
of seclusion and naturalness 
experienced, especially associated 
with the larger areas of wetland, 
even if placed on the more 
managed farmland adjacent to 
these areas.  
However, because this typology is 
smaller than the medium-small 
typology, there is likely to be more 
scope to site this typology without 
impacting on these qualities. 

Medium 

Visual
amenity  

The views from the roads are 
extensive and widely panoramic 
because of the open landscape and 
slightly elevated roads. 
However, the limited roads are the 
main public viewpoint. There is 
visibility from the sand dunes of 
Laggan Bay, although views from here 
tend to focus out to sea. 
This type, especially south of 
Bowmore, is also visible from the 
Rinns of Islay, from Port Charlotte 
south, where it forms the foreground to 
views of the upland Moorland Plateau 
(8).

This typology will be highly visible 
and views are likely to be sustained, 
although they could be distant if 
turbines are set away from the roads 
The coast is visually sensitive, both 
west of Bowmore and views from the 
Laggan Bay beach.  
This typology may, depending on 
siting, intrude on views from the 
Rinns of Islay to views of the 
uplands. 

High-Med This typology will be highly visible 
and views are likely to be 
sustained, although they could be 
distant if turbines are set away from 
the roads The coast is visually 
sensitive, both west of Bowmore 
and views from the Laggan Bay 
beach.  
This typology may, depending on 
siting, intrude on views from the 
Rinns of Islay to views of the 
uplands.However there are likely to 
be increased opportunities to site 
this typology (and particularly 
turbines towards the lower height 
band) to minimise effects on views 
from key viewpoints, or where 
views of the turbine are reduced to 
intermittent sightings. 

Medium 

Landscape 
values 

No landscape designations apply to 
this landscape.

Low Low
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Character Type 15: Lowland Bog and Moor 

Summary of sensitivity 
This character type forms a low-lying and an often level plain which lies between the 
Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16) and the Sand Dunes and Machair (25) at Laggan 
Bay. The extensive wetland has in parts been drained to create improved pasture 
farmland, but lochans and small pools remain over the marshy areas. Occasional 
woodland is associated with the very sparse settlement.  

The Lowland Bog and Moor (15) is relatively open with a simple topography and 
sparse settlement. There is also existing development, most notably at the airport. 
However, the more natural wetlands with pools, the coast and the transition with the 
Sand Dunes and Machair (25) are sensitive to development. This landscape 
therefore has a Medium sensitivity to the small-medium typology and also a Medium
sensitivity for the small typology. This reflects that there are likely to be some 
opportunities to accommodate these typologies with careful siting related to the more 
expansively farmed areas of this landscape. Turbines of less than 20m in height 
could also be accommodated within the farmed areas of this landscape type. 

The Lowland Bog and Moor (15) character type is only sparsely settled and there are 
also few roads. Key views are limited to views from the road, and the beach at 
Laggan Bay. However, the openness of the landscape means that visibility is likely to 
be extensive and sustained. Visual sensitivity was concluded to be High-medium for
the small-medium typology and is reduced to Medium for the small typology because 
of the increased scope for siting these turbines where views could be less prolonged, 
because of their smaller size. Turbines of less than 20m in height are likely to be less 
visible across the distances visible from the few roads within this character type. 

This landscape is not designated and landscape values would be Low for both 
typologies considered in the assessment. 

Cumulative issues 
There is limited potential for cumulative landscape and visual effects to arise in the 
future with turbines located in the adjacent Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16) character 
type, where there was some limited scope identified for the small (20m- 35m) 
typology.

The farms which are likely to be the focus for this size of turbine are very dispersed 
and therefore cumulative visual effects are likely to be limited and manageable with 
careful siting of individual turbines and a cautious approach to numbers, which 
should be limited to small groups of no more than three. The potential visual 
cumulative effects would be considerably reduced if well-sited turbines of smaller 
typologies of less than 35m were used within these settled areas, and if a consistent 
relationship between these small turbines and the farm cluster was applied to siting. 
Small turbines (of less than 20m in height) are even more readily visually screened 
by low woodland, which is likely to limit their cumulative visual impact. 

Key cumulative issues that may arise within the Lowland Bog and Moor (15) are 
likely to include: 
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 Variations in the type and size of single and small groups of small turbines 
proposed within the landscape type 

 Possible visual confusion and inconsistency in size and siting pattern with 
turbines located within the adjacent Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16) 

Constraints 
 The irregularity and small scale of the coastal edge west of Bowmore to 

Laggan Point 
 The sense of naturalness experienced on the coast and the more expansive 

wetlands
 The extensive visibility over such an open landscape 

Opportunities 
 The extensive openness of the landscape character, which creates a strong 

sense of horizontal scale which could act as a counterpoint to vertical 
features

 Extensive areas of drained farmland
 The lack of settlement, and the presence of the airport
 More extensive areas of this character type, especially where it merges with a 

areas of similar vegetation pattern in the adjacent Marginal Farmland Mosaic 
(16)

Guidance on development 
There is likely to be some limited scope for both the small-medium (35m - 50m) 
development typology and some scope for the small typology (20m – 35m) to be 
located in association with the more expansive farmland and moorland fringes within 
the Lowland Bog and Moor (15). Turbines of less than 20m could also be sited in 
more settled areas of this landscape. 

Turbines sited in these areas should be set back from the sensitive coast and more 
remote wetland areas.  

Visual intrusion into key views from the Rinns of Islay should be minimised through 
careful siting and consideration of visual composition. Smaller turbines should be 
sited in accordance with the guidance set out in section 7 of the Main Study Report.  
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Extensive tracts of low-lying wetland alternate with slightly 
higher grazing land 

More accessible, drained, coastal fringe south of Bowmore 

Long tracts of coast extend almost to the sea, sometimes  
adjacent to ‘Sand Dunes and Machair’ 25 

Character Type 15: Lowland Bog and Moor 
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Character Type 15a: Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor 

Introduction
The Lowland Bog and Moor (15) landscape character type is only found on low-lying 
areas of the island of Islay within the Argyll and Firth of Clyde Landscape 
Assessment. This low-lying land extends across the coastal plain south of Bowmore, 
the isthmus connecting the east and west parts of the island at Gruinart and the 
wetland around Loch Gorm. Due to the differences in context, extent, and degree of 
development of the landscapes within the Lowland Bog and Moor character type, one 
sub-division has been identified for the purpose of this study:  

 The ‘Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor’ (15a) which occurs on the two 
smaller areas, the isthmus at Gruinart and the shores of Loch Gorm, on Islay  

This section of the report is the landscape sensitivity assessment which has been 
undertaken for the sub-type ‘Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor’ (15a).

The ‘Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor’ (15a) forms an even more low-lying 
fringe to the already low relief of the Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16). In addition to 
being of very low elevation and relief, this landscape type is frequently wet and 
marshy, with small pools as well as larger lochans on the areas which have not been 
drained to create farmland. 

Operational/consented wind farm development 
No operational wind turbines were noted within this character type during the site 
visit. This landscape lies beyond the 30km threshold set for the ZTV maps for 
operational and consented wind farms located on the mainland of Argyll and Bute 
and shown in Figures 5-8 of the Main Study Report.
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Character Type 15a: Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor – Sensitivity assessment  

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (35m-50m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Assessment of small typology 
(20m –35m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

This low-lying landscape is adjacent to 
the more elevated, but still relatively 
low, relief of the Marginal Farmland 
Mosaic (16). Settlement in this 
neighbouring type often overlooks the 
Less Extensive Lowland Bog with 
Moor (15a). 
This type also provides a backdrop to 
the sea at Gruinart and the major 
inland water body of Loch Gorm 
It is very narrow in extent, and linear in 
shape. 
The wetland is extensive and contrasts 
strongly with neighbouring Marginal 
Farmland Mosaic (16). 
The Less Extensive Lowland Bog and 
Moor (15a) is not highly visible from 
other parts of Islay, but is visible as a 
narrow foreground to views of the 
coast at Gruinart and Loch Gorm. 

The limited, narrow, linear extent of 
this type severely limits scope to 
accommodate this typology without it 
impacting on the adjacent Marginal 
Farmland Mosaic (16), with which it 
strongly contrasts, and which has 
limited capacity in landscape terms to 
accommodate turbines of this size. 
Further contextual constraints include 
the setting of Loch Gorm and 
Gruinart Bay, where sensitivity 
remains very high in terms of context. 

High The limited, narrow, linear extent of 
this type severely limits scope to 
accommodate this typology without 
it impacting on the adjacent 
Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16), 
with which it strongly contrasts, and 
which has limited capacity in 
landscape terms to accommodate 
turbines of this size. Further 
contextual constraints include the 
setting of Loch Gorm and Gruinart 
Bay, where sensitivity remains very 
high in terms of context. 

High

Scale and 
openness 

This landscape is very low-lying. The 
relief is so low it is often negligible, and 
the scale is dominated by a sense of 
horizontality, rather than any vertical 
forms.The landscape is open, with only 
one woodland associated with the 
houses at Gruinart Flats, but very 
limited in extent.The lack of features, 
however, also makes this area appear 
(deceptively) larger than it is. 
The indented shoreline of Loch Gorm 

The small extent of this character 
type would have difficulty 
accommodating this height of turbine 
without it becoming a dominant 
feature and diminishing the perceived 
sense of scale. 

High The small extent of this character 
type would have difficulty 
accommodating this height of 
turbine without it becoming a 
dominant feature and diminishing 
the perceived sense of scale. 

High
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partially reduces the scale of the 
landscape around this feature. 

Landform Almost flat, with occasional low 
terraces, extant sand dunes this 
landform is relatively simple. 

The simple landform is likely to 
provide scope to accommodate this 
typology without impacting on local 
topographical patterns or features. 

Low The simple landform is likely to 
provide scope to accommodate this 
typology without impacting on local 
topographical patterns or features. 

Low

Landcover  Extensive wetland and moor and tidal 
flats at Gruinart back onto improved 
farmland. A small linear shelterbelt is 
associated with the houses at Gruinart 
Flats. There are numerous lochans 
and especially much smaller pools. 

The simple land cover may offer 
scope for this typology, as existing 
visual diversity is limited. However, 
the setting of Loch Gorm, the tidal 
flats at Gruinart and lochans are 
highly sensitive to this typology. 

High-med The simple land cover may offer 
scope for this typology, as existing 
visual diversity is limited. However, 
the setting of Loch Gorm, the tidal 
flats at Gruinart and lochans are 
highly sensitive to this typology.  

High-med 

Settlement  Settlement is extremely sparse. 
There are a number of archaeological 
features within this character type.  

Settlement is so sparse that this 
typology could be sited to limit 
adverse impacts on the scale or 
setting of settlement within this type – 
although the size of this typology 
means that the setting of settlement 
on adjacent types could be affected 
by this typology.
The setting of archaeological 
features is sensitive. 

Medium Settlement is so sparse that this 
typology could be sited to limit 
adverse impacts on the scale or 
setting of settlement within this 
type.
The setting of archaeological 
features is sensitive. 

Low

Perceptual 
qualities

These extensive areas of wetland, with 
their integrity relatively intact, are 
relatively natural in character, and can 
be experienced as secluded or even 
surprisingly remote.The sense of 
naturalness is emphasised by the tidal 
flats and the presence of Loch Gorm. 
Many of the wetland areas are 
inaccessible. Where present, the 
fields, peripheral roads, tracks and 
sparse settlement limit remoteness. 

This typology could affect the sense 
of seclusion and naturalness widely 
experienced across this area. 

High This typology could affect the sense 
of seclusion and naturalness widely 
experienced across this area. 

High
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Visual
amenity  

The views from the roads are 
extensive because of the open 
landscape. The roads are also 
elevated, so view across the whole of 
these areas are frequent. 
Other public viewpoints include the 
RSPB viewing points across the 
marshes – these areas are popular for 
wintering birds.  

This typology will be highly visible 
and views are likely to be sustained. 

High This typology will be highly visible 
and views are likely to be 
sustained. 

High

Landscape 
values 

No landscape designations apply to 
this landscape.

Low Low
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Character Type 15a: Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor 

Summary of sensitivity 
This character type forms a low-lying and an often level plain which connects the two 
parts of Islay and extends along the shores of Loch Gorm. The extensive wetland 
dominates, although drained, improved pasture backs onto the tidal flats at Gruinart. 
Lochans and small pool extend over the marshy areas. Settlement is very sparse and 
roads are limited to the periphery of these areas. 

The Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor (15a) is very limited in extent, although it 
is open with a simple topography and sparse settlement. Any development in these 
locations would easily impact on neighbouring types and dominate the small extent of 
these areas. The sense of naturalness, the coast, the setting of Loch Gorm and the 
small extent of this area all combine to increase sensitivity. This landscape therefore 
has a High sensitivity to both the small-medium and the small typologies.  

The Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor (15a) character type is only sparsely 
settled but views from the elevated peripheral roads are extensive. The openness of 
the landscape means that visibility is likely to be extensive and sustained. There are 
also settlements on neighbouring character types which overlook these low-lying 
areas. Visual sensitivity was concluded to be High for both the small-medium and the 
small typologies. 

This landscape is not designated and landscape values would be Low for both 
typologies considered in the assessment. 

Cumulative issues 
There is a little potential for cumulative landscape and visual effects to arise in the 
future because of severely limited scope for these typologies within these areas. 

Constraints 
 The small extent of these areas, which limits opportunities to site 

development without it impacting on the adjacent landscape types  
 The small extent of these areas, and relative containment of Gruinart in 

particular, which would be easily dominated by turbines  
 The sense of naturalness experienced on the coast, around Loch Gorm and 

the wetlands
 The extensive and often elevated views over such an open landscape 
 The setting of Loch Gorm and the tidal flats at Loch Gruinart 

Opportunities 
 The openness and simplicity of the vegetation type
 The lack of settlement within the character type, although it is recognised that 

development would have to take into account the setting of settlement 
overlooking and adjacent to this type

Guidance on development 
There is no scope to site these typologies within this character sub-type due to the 
significant adverse impacts that would be likely to occur on a wide range of 
landscape and visual sensitivities.  
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The moorland interior has a simple vegetation pattern 
and occasional pools 

Farmed coastal fringe at Gruinart loch 

Character Type 15a: Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor 
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Character Type 16: Marginal Farmland Mosaic 

Introduction
The Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16) character type is shown in the Argyll and Firth of 
Clyde Landscape Assessment as forming the farmed fringe of the uplands on the 
island of Islay. It occupies the interior glen stretching from Port Askaig to Bridgend, 
and also forms a linear transition between the ‘Lowland Bog and Moor’ (15) and more 
elevated, upland character types, especially ‘Moorland Plateau’ (8) and ‘Rocky 
Moorland’ (9).

A small part of Moorland Plateau (8) has been reclassified as Marginal farmland 
Mosaic (16) for the purposes of this study. Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16) has been 
extended east to include the village of Port Askaig and north east to include the 
knolly, settled landscape along the coast to Bunnahabhain, which is similar in 
character to the glen between Port Askaig and Bridgend.  

The relief is low, often with knolly, small scale land form, and is generally farmed with 
some moorland. It is overall a diverse landscape, but is more open and simple to the 
west of the island. 

Operational and consented wind energy development 
One operational wind turbine was noted within this character type during the site visit. 
This landscape lies beyond the 30km threshold set for the ZTV mapping of 
operational and consented wind farms located on mainland Argyll and Bute. 
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Character Type 16: Marginal Farmland Mosaic – Sensitivity assessment  

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (35m-50m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Assessment of small typology 
(20m –35m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

This landscape forms a settled and 
farmed fringe to more expansive, 
larger scale upland areas or adjacent 
rocky hills. This landscape is narrow 
and linear, with a limited extent.  
It is generally an inland type, and 
forms a transition between the upland 
types, in particular ‘Moorland Plateau’ 
(8) or Moorland Plateau with Farmland’ 
(8a) and ‘Rocky Moorland’ (9) and 
either the coast or the ‘Lowland Bog 
and Moor’ (15). 
There is often a strong contrast 
between the small scale, diverse 
landform and land cover of the 
Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16) and 
the larger scale, simple moorland 
associated with the adjacent upland 
types. 
This contrast is less pronounced where 
the Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16) 
backs onto more settled ‘Moorland 
Plateau with Farmland’ (8a), where the 
conjunction of fields and farms forms a 
more gradual transition between the 
types.   
It is very inter-visible with the other 
landscape types on the island. 

The limited, narrow extent of this type 
severely limits scope to 
accommodate this typology without it 
impacting on adjacent landscape 
types.  

High The limited, narrow, linear extent of 
this type severely limits scope to 
accommodate this typology without 
it impacting on adjacent landscape 
types.  
There is some increase in scope to 
accommodate smaller turbines 
where this character type abuts the 
‘Moorland Plateau with Farmland’ 
(8a) type, where the vegetation of 
adjacent farmed fields merges to 
create a more extensive area of 
farmland.

High-
Medium 

Scale and 
openness 

This landscape is of very low relief, 
barely rising above 80m, with 
occasional higher knolls. The small 

This size of turbine would impact on 
the small scale of much of this 
character. In particular, this typology 

High This size of turbine would impact on 
the small scale of much of this 
character. In particular, this 

High-
Medium 
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knolls and often rolling landform 
provide strong containment and the 
presence of small woodlands, forests, 
fields and settlement reinforces the 
small scale of this landscape, 
especially on the eastern part of the 
island.
West of Gruinart, the low relief is 
emphasised by long horizons and 
open moorland, but this also increases 
openness and increases the sense of 
scale.
The coastline, where it occurs, is small 
scale, emphasised by indentations, 
enclosed bays and even islands. 

would appear as very tall compared 
to the low relief characteristic of this 
landscape, and would dominate 
small scale landforms and coastal 
features. 

typology would appear as very tall 
compared to the low relief 
characteristic of this landscape. 
However, there may be more scope 
to accommodate this smaller 
typology within the broader, more 
open areas and long horizons of 
this type where these occur west of 
Gruinart.

Landform A diverse landform, which ranges from 
complex, interlocking knolls and low 
stepped ridges in the east to more 
undulating, gently uneven, longer 
ridges to the west.  
There are occasional more 
pronounced knolls and small rocky 
outcrops. 
The coastline, where it occurs in this 
type, is indented and varied. 

This typology would detract from the 
diverse character of the more 
complex knolly rolling landform 
extending across most of this 
landscape.  
The more regular ridges may provide 
more scope as their simple linearity 
would complement the form of this 
typology.

High-med This typology would detract from 
the diverse character of the more 
complex knolly rolling landform 
extending across most of this 
landscape.  
More regular ridges may provide 
more scope as their simple linearity 
would complement the form of this 
typology.
There is also increased scope to 
accommodate this smaller typology 
on gentle hill slopes at the transition 
with upland character types. 

Medium 

Landcover  Vegetation cover is diverse comprising 
improved pasture and some arable 
land, moor and upland grassland, 
broadleaved and conifer woodland, 
including some policy woodland and 
semi-natural woodland. Scrubby 
shoreline vegetation and pockets of 

Areas of complex interlocking 
vegetation pattern, policy woodland 
and where the small scale of the 
vegetation reinforces the small scale 
of the landform would be sensitive to 
this typology. The setting of the 
lochans are an additional sensitivity. 

High-med Areas of complex interlocking 
vegetation pattern, policy woodland 
and where the small scale of the 
vegetation reinforces the small 
scale of the landform would be 
sensitive to this typology. The 
setting of the lochans are an 

High-med 
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wetland and riparian woodlands also 
feature.
Rougher pasture occurs at the 
transition with the upland character 
types. There are areas of extensive 
moorland (especially west of Gruinart) 
and large conifer forests (south of 
Bridgend). There is more broadleaved 
woodland in the sheltered interior glen. 
There are large lochans in shallow 
basins 

More simple and extensive areas of 
moorland or conifer woodland would 
be less sensitive to this typology. 

additional sensitivity. 
More simple and extensive areas of 
moorland or conifer woodland 
would be less sensitive to this 
typology.

Settlement  This landscape is extensively settled 
with the villages of Port Askaig and 
Bridgend sited on the coast and 
numerous farms and smaller 
settlements linked by a network of 
narrow roads. 
Houses and farms extend across this 
area except for the interior of some of 
the more extensive moorland areas 
and more remote coasts.  
The buildings are a key feature, 
creating a pattern of often white farms 
and houses which stand out against 
the green. They tend to be smaller and 
lower in the west. 
This landscape has a number of 
archaeological sites, some of which 
are found in clusters. 
The main road from Port Askaig to the 
west extends through this type, but in 
addition there is a widespread network 
of narrow roads. 

The extensive settlement, the small 
size of many of the houses and 
farms, and the presence of clusters 
of sites of archaeological interest, 
make it difficult to find scope for this 
typology where it will not dominate 
the small size of the built features. 
The height of this typology in this 
open landscape means that the scale 
relationship between this typology 
and buildings will be difficult to hide. 
The setting of villages and small 
settlements is a further sensitivity. 
Part of this area is accessible from 
an A class road, but the narrow roads 
might need to be widened to 
accommodate the development, 
which would be an additional 
constraint. 

High The extensive settlement, the small 
size of many of the houses and 
farms, and the presence of clusters 
of sites of archaeological interest, 
make it difficult to find scope for this 
typology where it will not dominate 
the small size of the built features. 
The setting of villages and small 
settlements is a further sensitivity. 
Scope is therefore likely to be 
limited to less settled areas. 

High-
medium

Perceptual 
qualities

A sense of seclusion can be 
experienced away from less settled 

Although development could affect 
the sense of seclusion experienced 

Medium-low Although development could affect 
the sense of seclusion experienced 

Low
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and frequented areas, for example the 
coast and moorland interior. 
However, this area is generally farmed, 
widely settled, with numerous roads 
and tracks, some large conifer forests 
and overhead lines. 

in parts of this landscape, elsewhere 
there is likely to be little impact on 
these qualities.  

in parts of this landscape, 
elsewhere there is likely to be little 
impact on these qualities. 

Visual
amenity  

This landscape is highly visible from a 
network of small roads as well as the 
main route between Port Askaig to 
Bridgend. 
The low relief and openness in the 
west also increases inter-visibility. 
Elsewhere views may be in part limited 
by trees and knolls, although they are 
relatively small. 
The landscape is seen from across 
Islay, from coastal roads, accessible 
shorelines and settlements elsewhere 
in the island, and from a number of 
historic sites of interest. 
This landscape type forms the 
foreground to views of the Islay hills 
from elsewhere on the island, and 
there are a number of dramatic views 
to the Paps of Jura from the road 
linking Bridgend to Port Askaig. 
In addition, ‘first’ views of the sea, 
when arriving at either Bridgend or 
Port Askaig from the interior glen, are 
highly sensitive.  

This typology would be visible from 
roads and settlement and could 
intrude on views of the coast and 
Paps of Jura. The height of this 
typology is unlikely to be significantly 
hidden by the low knolls and 
woodland 
Rising ground and the higher relief of 
the Moorland Plateau (8) could form 
a backdrop to turbines in some 
areas. 
This height of turbine would be very 
visible on more open moorland areas 
to the west of Gruinart. 

High-med This typology would be visible from 
roads and settlement and could 
intrude on views of the coast and 
Paps of Jura. The height of this 
typology is unlikely to be completely  
hidden by the low knolls and 
woodland, however there are likely 
to be increased opportunities to site 
this typology (and particularly 
turbines towards the lower height 
band) to minimise effects on views 
from settlement and roads, or 
where views of the turbine is 
reduced to ‘glimpses’ or intermittent 
sightings.  
Rising ground and the higher relief 
of the Moorland Plateau (8) could 
form a backdrop to turbines in 
some areas. 
This smaller typology may be 
easier to site where it avoids 
intrusion into key views to and from 
significant features.  
Nevertheless, the more open 
landscape to the west of Gruinart 
remains visually sensitive. 

Medium 

Landscape 
values 

No landscape designations apply to 
this landscape.

Low Low
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Character Type 16: Marginal Farmland Mosaic 

Summary of sensitivity 
This character type forms a relatively narrow, linear settled and farmed lower fringe 
to the more upland landscape types found on the island of Islay. The area is 
characterised by its very low relief. Most of this type is relatively complex and small 
scale, with interlocking knolls and low stepped ridges providing strong containment 
reinforced by small woodlands, fields, and numerous farms and houses which further 
emphasise its small scale. This landscape is simpler to the west of Gruinart, where it 
widens to form an undulating plateau of moorland, and to the east of the B8016, 
where there are more extensive forestry plantations and the landform which backs 
onto the Moorland Plateau (8) is more gently graded. It also appears more extensive, 
at least in terms of vegetation pattern, where it lies adjacent to Moorland Plateau with 
Farmland (8a). 

The low relief, the small scale, complex landform and pattern, the consistent 
presence of small features which act as scale reference points in this landscape, and 
its narrow extent and role in the wider landscape context this type increase the 
sensitivity of this character type. This landscape has a High sensitivity to the small-
medium typology (35m-50m) and High-Medium for the small (20m-35m) typology 
reflecting some opportunity to accommodate smaller turbines at the transition with 
adjacent upland character types and across the more open and broader scale 
moorland areas. Turbines of less than 20m in height could more readily be 
accommodated within the small scale, diverse and more settled character of this 
landscape type. 

The Marginal Farmed Mosaic character type is well-settled, accommodates a 
network of narrow roads and is inter-visible with other character types, and from 
viewpoints across Islay, especially from the west. While views within the more 
undulating and wooded areas are likely to be more sporadic and intermittent, the low 
relief nevertheless limits opportunities for reducing visibility. Key views to the coast 
and to the Paps of Jura are additionally sensitive. Visual sensitivity was concluded to 
be High-medium for the small-medium (35m-50m) typology and is reduced to 
Medium landscape sensitivity for the small typology (20m-35m) because of the 
increased opportunities for turbines of this size to be back-dropped, if located close 
to adjacent more upland areas, and partially screened by landform and woodland. 
Turbines of less than 20m in height are likely to be less visible within the areas of 
irregular, knolly landform and woodland within this character type. 

This landscape is not designated and landscape values would be Low for both 
typologies considered in the assessment. 

Cumulative issues 
There is potential for cumulative landscape and visual effects to arise in the future 
with turbines located on the Moorland Plateau with Farmland (8a) and to a lesser 
extent any turbines sited on the Rocky Moorland (9). 

In the more settled areas, the regularity of farms could rapidly lead to a cluttered 
appearance if single or groups of turbines were associated with the majority of land 
holdings. This potential visual cumulative effect would be reduced if well-sited 
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turbines of less than 20m were used within the settled areas, and if a consistent 
relationship between these small turbines and the farm cluster was applied to siting. 
Small turbines are also more readily visually screened by topography and woodland, 
which is likely to limit their cumulative visual impact. 

Key cumulative issues that may arise within the Marginal Farmland Mosaic are likely 
to include: 

 Inter-visibility between any wind turbine development located in this character 
type and wind turbines in adjacent more upland character types. 

 Where variations in the type and size of single and small groups of small 
turbines are proposed within a landscape area. 

 Possible visual clutter associated with the presence of overhead wires or 
masts alongside turbines 

Constraints 
 The narrowness this character type which forms a linear fringe along the 

lower margins of upland areas and along the coast, where even smaller 
turbines could dominate its extent.  

 The low relief of the landscape which is easily dominated by tall structures.  
 The complex, rolling, knolly landform which in combination with woodlands 

and relatively small fields and settlements, produces a predominantly small 
scale landscape. 

 Where it occurs, the irregular knolly landform, complemented by the rich 
mosaic of land cover comprising a variety of woodlands, improved pastures, 
lochans and moor. 

 The high visibility of these areas from the roads, the settlement and 
elsewhere on Islay.

 The setting of settlements, archaeological features and key views to the Paps 
of Jura and the coast. 

Opportunities 
 Areas where the narrow fringe of the Marginal Farmed Mosaic (16) has a 

more gradual transition with adjacent upland character areas such as the 
Moorland Plateau with Farmland (8a) and Moorland Plateau (8) where the 
increased breadth of the farmed land and transition with the much higher 
relief of the upland areas creates a sense of larger scale which could 
accommodate the small (20m – 35m) typologies

 Where the more open moorland and sweeping horizontal scale could 
accommodate the small (20m – 35m) typologies 

Guidance on development 
There is no scope for the small-medium (35m - 50m) development typologies to be 
sited within this character type due to the significant adverse impacts likely to occur 
across a range of sensitivity criteria.

There are some limited opportunities for the small typology (20m – 35m) to be 
located both where the extent of the Marginal Farmland Mosaic is broader (south and 
east of Bowmore) and where a more gradual merging occurs with the adjacent 
Moorland Plateau with Farmland (8a) and the Rocky Moorland (9) character types. In 
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these areas the land form is less complex and land cover more simple, comprising 
rough grazing land and coniferous plantations. Smaller turbines should be sited in 
accordance with the guidance set out in section 7 of the Main Study Report.  
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Sensitive coastlines, here adjacent to Gruinart Bay, and 
long low relief seen in profile 

This type is well settled, a farm here associated with 
distinct terraces 

This type often lies adjacent to upland character types, the 
coastal fringe seen here backed by the Moorland Plateau 
(8)

The Paps of Jura seen from within this character type – 
views to the Paps are sensitive 

Small farms and an irregular, low relief A single turbine well related in terms of location and scale 
to the landform and building height 

Character Type 16: Marginal Farmland Mosaic 
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Character Type 17: Mull Basalt Lowlands   

Introduction
This character type is found on Mull where it generally occurs along the coastal fringe 
of the Sound of Mull, in the Gruline area and along the northern coast of Loch 
Scridain. It also occurs in a small part of Bute and this has been considered 
separately in the sensitivity assessment as ‘Bute Basalt Lowlands’ (17a) due to its 
consistently smaller scale and different context to the same landscape character type 
found on Mull.

Turbines under 50m to tip height only are considered in the sensitivity assessment 
that follows as required by the study brief.  

Operational and consented wind farm development 
There is no existing wind farm development within this character type. The existing 
and consented wind farm developments of Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal located 
on mainland Argyll and Bute would be theoretically visible at distances of over 25km 
from the south-eastern part of this character type. 
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Character Type 17: Mull Basalt Lowlands – Sensitivity assessment for smaller typologies 

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (35m-50m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Assessment of small typology 
(20m –35m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

The Mull Basalt Lowlands character 
type comprises a narrow coastal 
fringe along the Sound of Mull and 
Loch Scridain although it is more 
extensive in the north-west of Mull. 
This landscape adjoins the ‘Mull High 
Tops’ (2a) where its small scale 
settled character provides a 
particularly strong contrast with the 
rugged high mountains seen at the 
head of Loch Scridain, Glen Forsa 
and the Lochbuie area. The contrast 
with the ‘High Stepped Basalt’ (12) is 
generally less pronounced due to the 
similarities of scale, landform and 
settlement pattern at the transition of 
the two although the Carsaig area is 
notably dramatic.  

Sensitivity to this typology is 
increased where this landscape 
forms the foreground to the more 
dramatic steep slopes and peaks of 
the ‘High Tops’ (2) and where the 
juxtaposition of the two results in a 
pronounced scenic contrast.  
Sensitivity is reduced where this 
character type merges more 
imperceptibility with the more 
expansive and generally less settled 
‘High Stepped Basalt’ (12) with the 
exception of the Carsaig area where 
high cliffs seen in conjunction with 
the small settled bay is particularly 
dramatic. 

High-med Sensitivity to this typology is 
increased where this landscape 
forms the foreground to the more 
dramatic steep slopes and peaks of 
the ‘High Tops’ (2) and where the 
juxtaposition of the two results in a 
pronounced scenic contrast.  
Sensitivity is reduced where this 
character type merges more 
imperceptibility with the more 
expansive and generally less 
settled ‘High Stepped Basalt’ (12) 
with the exception of the Carsaig 
area. There may be greater 
opportunities to accommodate this 
smaller typology to minimise 
impacts on adjoining landscapes, in 
areas where the ‘Mull High Tops’ 
(2a) are less dramatic. 

Medium 

Scale and 
openness 

The more knolly and irregular narrow 
coastal fringes of this character type 
have a small scale, accentuated by 
woodlands and settlement. Scale 
increases however where this 
character type extends further inland 
and at the transition with the ‘High 
Stepped Basalt’ (12) and the ‘Mull High 
Tops’ (2a). In these inland areas, 
broad ridges and hills rise to over 

This typology would dominate the 
scale of coastal fringes particularly 
where landform is complex and offers 
strong containment and/or where 
settlement, enclosed fields and small 
woodlands would be dominated by 
turbines of this size. More extensive, 
less settled areas at the transition 
with the ‘High Stepped Basalt’ (12) 
and the ‘High Tops’ (2) would be less 

High-med This typology would also dominate 
the scale of more complex/settled 
coastal fringes but could better 
relate to the scale of more 
extensive, less settled areas at the 
transition with the ‘High Stepped 
Basalt’ (12) and the ‘High Tops’ (2). 
There is increased scope to site the 
smaller turbines of this typology in 
these transitional areas to minimise 

Medium 
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200m and the landscape is also less 
settled.   

sensitive to this typology. impacts on more settled smaller 
scale coastal fringes. 

Landform Landform is particularly complex along 
the north-west coast between 
Glengorm Castle and Calgary Bay with 
small rocky knolls, narrow valleys and 
a deeply indented, fragmented coastal 
edge. The Carsaig area and the 
southern coast of the Brolass area also 
features dramatic steep slopes and 
raised beaches. The Sound of Mull 
and Loch Scridain coastal edge is also 
complex and indented in places 
although occasional low-lying 
platforms occur in the Loch Don and 
Artun area and there are also small flat 
alluvial plains at the heads of Glen 
Forsa and Lochbuie. This landscape is 
generally less complex inland with 
parallel ridges with a distinct SE/NW 
alignment occasionally featuring 
stepped profiles with banded rocky 
outcrops and flattened tops but also 
broader, smoother slopes, ridges and 
terraces (these often extensively 
forested).   

This typology would detract from the 
more complex coastal landform 
found to the north-west, dramatic 
cliffs and raised beaches on the 
southern coast and the indented 
diverse coastal edge found 
intermittently along Loch Scridain 
and the Sound of Mull. Gentler hill 
slopes, less patterned by rocky 
outcrops, away from the coast at the 
transition with the ‘High Stepped 
Basalt’ (12) and the ‘High Tops’ (2a) 
would be less sensitive.   

High-med This typology would detract from 
the more complex coastal landform 
found to the north-west, dramatic 
cliffs and raised beaches on the 
southern coast and the indented 
diverse coastal edge found along 
Loch Scridain and intermittently 
along parts of the Sound of Mull. 
Sensitivity would be reduced for the 
smaller turbines of this typology at 
the transition with the less complex 
landform of the Mull Craggy Upland 
(7e) found in the Loch Don area, on 
broader coastal platforms and on 
gentler hill slopes, less patterned by 
rocky outcrops, away from the 
coast at the transition with the ‘High 
Stepped Basalt’ (12) and the ‘High 
Tops’ (2a).   

Medium 

Landcover  Although small areas of enclosed 
pasture occur close to settlement and 
within the alluvial fans, more extensive 
grazing, patterned by bracken on 
steeper slopes and knolls, is the 
predominant land cover.  Broadleaved 
woodlands occur along the more 
sheltered coastal areas while 

Smooth pastures within the alluvial 
fan areas of Lochbuie and Glen 
Forsa are a distinctive feature and 
would be sensitive particularly to 
multiple turbines of this typology. 
Turbines of this size could also 
detract from designed landscape 
features and landmark lochs if sited 

Medium Smooth pastures within the alluvial 
fan areas of Lochbuie and Glen 
Forsa are a distinctive feature and 
would be sensitive particularly to 
multiple turbines of this typology. 
Turbines of this size could also 
detract from designed landscape 
features and landmark lochs if sited 

Medium 
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coniferous forest tends to cover gentler 
hill slopes, occasionally extending 
down to the coast in places. Small 
lochs sit in hollows created by the 
parallel ridges and these often form 
landmark features. The designed 
landscape of Torosay Castle is a 
feature in the Loch Don area.    

nearby. Rough grazing, moorland 
and coniferous forestry are less 
sensitive however.

nearby. Rough grazing, moorland 
and coniferous forestry are less 
sensitive however. 

Built
environment  

Settlement is concentrated along the 
more sheltered coastal fringes along 
the Sound of Mull and Loch Scridain. 
The more exposed and craggy north-
west coast is less settled.  This 
landscape is important in providing the 
immediate setting to a number of 
settlements including the distinctive 
scenic natural harbour of Tobermory. 
There are many archaeological and 
historic features close to the coast 
including Torosay, Duart and 
Glengorm castles.   

This typology could overwhelm small 
farms, individual houses and small 
settlements, affecting their setting 
and the scale of generally small 
buildings. The presence of 
archaeological and historic landmark 
features also increases sensitivity. In 
areas of more sparse settlement 
there may be opportunities for this 
typology.

Medium There is increased scope to site the 
smaller turbines of this typology to 
avoid significant intrusion on the 
setting of settlement and on 
archaeological and historic 
landmark features.  

Medium-low 

Perceptual 
qualities

The less accessible and sparsely 
settled coastal area to the north-west 
and the interior areas away from main 
roads and settlement, for example 
Loch Frisa, can feel secluded, but 
generally the fringes of the Sound of 
Mull and the coast of Loch Scridain are 
well-settled and forestry limits the 
sense of naturalness in places.  

Taller turbines could intrude on more 
remote and undeveloped coastal 
areas if poorly sited although the 
majority of this landscape does not 
have a pronounced sense of 
wildness.

Medium There is likely to be greater scope 
to accommodate this smaller 
typology to avoid impacts on more 
sensitive coastal areas.

Medium-low 

Visual
amenity  

The coastal edge of this character type 
frames views up and down the length 
of the Sound of Mull from the A848 
focusing north-west to Ben Hiant on 

This typology would be very visible 
from roads and from the sea if 
located on open coastal areas. 
Extensive forestry and rising hill 
slopes could provide a potential 

High-med There is likely to be increased 
scope to site this smaller typology 
to avoid significant intrusion on key 
views although more settled and 
frequented coastal edges remain 

Medium 
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Ardnamurchan and south-east to the 
high peaks of the mainland. Views 
inland from the A848 between 
Craignure and Tobermory are often 
restricted by rising landform and 
forestry however. Key views from this 
area also occur from the A849 along 
and across Loch Scridain to the sheer 
cliffs of the Ardmeanach Peninsula and 
the mountains of the ‘Mull High Tops’ 
(2a).  
This character type is highly visible 
from ferries and other watercraft in the 
Sound of Mull and from Movern and 
Ardnamurchan. The Lochbuie, 
Glengorm and Loch Frisa areas are 
generally less visible from main roads 
and settlement although visible from 
promoted recreational walking and 
cycling routes. 

backdrop for this development if sited 
inland at the transition with the ‘High 
Stepped Basalt’ (12) although 
prominent skylines above 
settlements, for example Craignure 
and Tobermory would be sensitive. 
This typology could intrude on key 
views to the more dramatic peaks of 
the ‘Mull High Tops’ (2a) seen from 
the Loch Don area, at the head of 
Loch Scridain and Glen Forsa.   

sensitive.

Landscape 
values 

An APQ covers the fringes of Loch 
Scridain, the Lochbuie area and an 
area to the east of Gruline although 
the majority of this character type is 
not designated. Special landscape 
qualities in these areas are likely to be 
the scenic juxtaposition of these 
settled low-lying coastal landscapes 
with the rugged mountainous core of 
the island and (in the case of the 
Gruline area) the wider estate policies 
and more rugged terrain found close to 
Loch Ba. 
Torosay Castle is listed in the 

Turbines of this size sited within the 
designated area on the coastal 
fringes of Loch Scridain could impact 
on views to the mountainous core 
seen at the head of the loch and to 
the Ardmeanach Peninsula. They 
could also detract from the 
juxtaposition between the low-lying 
settled coast found in the Lochbuie 
and Carsaig areas and the rugged 
undeveloped mountains and high 
cliffs. This typology could also affect  
policy features in the Gruline area 
and the wider setting to the Loch na 

High-med to 
low

Turbines of this size sited within the 
designated area on the coastal 
fringes of Loch Scridain could 
impact on views to the mountainous 
core seen at the head of the loch 
and to the Ardmeanach Peninsula. 
While they could have similar 
effects to larger turbines in the 
Lochbuie, Carsaig and Gruline 
areas there may be more scope to 
site the smaller turbines of this 
typology to minimise intrusion.  The 
setting and views to and from 
Torosay Castle and its designed 

Medium to 
low
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Inventory of Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes. 

Keal NSA. The setting and views to 
and from Torosay Castle and its 
designed landscape would also be 
sensitive to this typology. Some more 
visually contained valleys with a less 
distinctive landform lying within the 
APQ in the Brolass area would be 
less sensitive. 

landscape would also be sensitive 
to this typology. Some more 
visually contained valleys with a 
less distinctive landform lying within 
the APQ in the Brolass area would 
be less sensitive.
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Character Type 17: Mull Basalt Lowlands 

Summary of sensitivity 
This character type generally forms settled coastal fringes although it is more 
geographically extensive in the north-west of Mull. There are variations in the 
complexity of landform and scale within this character type between the more 
densely settled coastal fringes and the higher and more extensive sparsely settled 
low ridges and hill slopes inland. As this character type forms a narrow linear edge 
around much of Mull, there are also differences in the juxtaposition with other 
character types and the wider seascape and the detail of the sensitivity assessment 
therefore needs to be read in conjunction with this summary. Landscape sensitivity to 
the small-medium typology is judged overall to be High-medium and Medium to the 
small typology, reflecting the increased ability of smaller turbines to minimise impacts 
on adjoining character types and on the scale of the settled coastal areas.  

The coastal fringes of this character type are highly visible from key roads and from 
the sea. The less frequented and settled inland areas would have a reduced 
sensitivity in general. Visual sensitivity would be High-medium for the small-medium 
typology and Medium for the small typology. 

This landscape is partially designated an APQ and the designed landscape of 
Torosay Castle is also Inventory listed. Sensitivity in relation to landscape values 
would be High-medium for the small-medium typology and Medium for the small 
typology although it would be Low within the undesignated part of this character 
type.

Cumulative impacts 
No cumulative impacts with operational and consented wind farm and turbine 
development apply to this character type.  

Constraints 
 Areas of more complex and smaller scale landform particularly found on the 

north-western coast of Mull between Glengorm Castle and Calgary Bay.  
 The high visibility of the coastal edge between the A848 and the Sound of 

Mull and views up and down the Sound from this road and from the sea. 
 Views from the ferry on the approach to Mull and occasional glimpsed views 

from the A848, down Glen Forsa and above Salen, where this landscape 
forms the foreground to views of the ‘Mull High Tops’ (2a)

 The setting of archaeological and historic features which are especially 
prominent around the coast. 

 The steep slopes and ridges which form the setting to Tobermory where 
turbines could intrude on skylines prominent in views from the A848 and the 
sea.

 Views from the A849 where this landscape forms the foreground to views of 
the sheer cliffs of the Ardmeanach Peninsula and down Loch Scridain to the 
mountainous landscape of the ‘Mull High Tops’ (2a). 

Opportunities
 Broader, lower ridges, terraces and gentle hill slopes (some of these forested) 

especially at the transition with the larger scale landscape of the ‘High 
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Stepped Basalt’ (12) where turbines could also be sited to utilise a degree of 
visual containment

Guidance on development 
There is some very limited scope for the small-medium typology (35m-50m) to be 
located on broader hill slopes, less complex ridges and terraces generally at the 
transition with the larger scaled ‘High Stepped Basalt’ (12) character type west of 
Tobermory and in the Aros and Brolass areas. Turbines of this size should be sited 
away from the coastal and loch edges in order to minimise impacts on these smaller 
scale landscapes and also avoid intrusion on key views up and down the Sound of 
Mull and in the Loch Scridain area.  

There is increased scope for the small typology (20m-35m) to be located in the 
above areas and at the transition with the ‘High Tops’ (2) in the Loch Don and Sound 
of Mull areas where views to the more dramatic mountain peaks would not be 
significantly affected.  The smaller scale coastal fringes would still be sensitive to this 
typology although turbines <20m could be accommodated in these areas provided 
they were sited close to existing buildings and were set back from the coastal edge 
and particularly avoided highly visible small promontories and more complex 
landform features.

All turbines should avoid intrusion on the setting of Tobermory and on the setting of 
archaeological and historic buildings including designed landscapes. Turbines should 
be sited in accordance with the guidance set out in section 7 of the Main Study 
Report.
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Duart Castle forms a prominent landmark within this 
landscape in views from the Mull ferry. This landscape 
also forms the foreground to the Mull High Tops (2) seen 
in the backdrop to this view  

The more complex and smaller scale landform found on 
the north-western coast of Mull also features a rich 
archaeology  

Long and relatively smooth ridges extend inland from the 
coast and merge gradually with the High Stepped Basalt 
(12) in the Dervaig area. 

Broader basins and gently undulating hill slopes with a 
less complex landform occur at the transition with the 
High Stepped Basalt (12) 

The highly visible coastal edge of the Sound of Mull  
seen from the A848  

Densely forested even hill slopes back the more intricate 
coastal edge of the Sound of Mull 

 Character Type 17: Mull Basalt Lowlands 
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Character Type 17a: Bute Basalt Lowlands  

Introduction
This character type is found on both Mull and Bute. The Mull Basalt Lowlands (17) 
have been considered separately in the sensitivity assessment due to their different 
scale and context to the Bute Basalt Lowlands (17a). The Bute Basalt Lowlands 
occur in a single very small area on the southern tip of Bute.   

Operational and consented wind farm development 
No wind turbines were noted in this landscape character type during the field survey.  

There is likely to be some visibility of the operational and consented wind farms of 
Ardrossan and Kelburn which are located in North Ayrshire from the eastern coast 
and more elevated ground of this character type.  
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Character Type 17a: Bute Basalt Lowlands – Sensitivity assessment for smaller typologies 

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (35m-50m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Assessment of small typology 
(20m –35m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

This character type occurs in a single 
very small area on Bute and is 
distinctive in terms of its craggy and 
rugged landform and strong contrast 
with the adjacent character types of 
the Bute Coastal Plain (19a) and Bute 
Rolling Farmland with Estates (13a). 
In a wider context this landscape 
forms part of the ‘wilder’ less 
developed western coast of Bute 
which strongly contrasts with the more 
densely settled north-eastern coast of 
the island and the mainland. 

This typology (and particularly 
multiple turbines of this size) would 
diminish the rugged and largely 
undeveloped backdrop this 
landscape provides to the low-lying 
Coastal Plain (19a) and the well-
managed lush pastures and 
woodlands of the Rolling Farmland 
with Estates (13a). The strong 
contrast this landscape presently 
provides to the more developed 
north-eastern coast of Bute and the 
mainland of North Ayrshire could be 
affected by this typology.

High Turbines towards the upper height 
band of this typology and multiple 
turbines of this size could also 
diminish the strong contrast this 
landscape presently provides to 
adjacent character types and the 
more developed north-eastern 
coast of Bute and the mainland 
although there is more opportunity 
for turbines towards 20m height to 
be located so set down below 
skylines thus minimising adverse 
effects on wider scenic 
composition.

High-med 

Scale and 
openness 

This landscape has an intimate scale 
as small knolly hills, narrow valleys 
and some woodland provides strong 
containment. Relief is low with small 
hills and ridges rising to between 70-
150m. Small farms and houses are 
principally located on the west coast of 
the point.

Turbines of this size would 
overwhelm the scale of small hills 
and ridges. They would also appear 
large in relation to occasional small 
buildings if sited close-by. 

High This typology (and particularly 
turbines towards the lower height 
band of 20m) would have a better 
scale relationship to landform and 
buildings.

High-med 

Landform This landscape forms a rugged basalt 
outcrop on the southern tip of Bute and 
has a very different geology to the 
remainder of the island. Low craggy 
parallel ridges are aligned SE/NW and 
cut by narrow valleys. The small hills of 
Suidhe Chatain and St Blanes Hill 

This typology would detract from the 
distinctly rugged and complex craggy 
landform which is more pronounced 
in the south of this small area. 
Turbines of this size could however 
relate better to gentler hill slopes 
although these are relatively small in 

High-med This typology would detract from 
distinctly rugged and complex 
craggy landform although there 
may be increased scope for these 
smaller turbines to be associated 
with gentler hill slopes and 
minimise impacts on the 

Medium 
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have steep slopes and prominent 
conical tops. The rocky coastline is 
patterned by small craggy knolls and 
low headlands edged by cliffs and with 
some small bays backed by small 
pockets of flatter ground on the west 
coast. Small basins of wet land lie 
between knolls and ridges and there 
are some smoother lower slopes below 
rocky ridge tops to the north. 

extent and large moving turbines 
could affect the appreciation of more 
complex landform seen in views from 
adjacent character types to the north.  

appreciation of more complex 
landform features seen from the 
wider area.  

Land cover  Open grassy and heather moorland 
and bog with traces of birch woodland 
in valleys and some small coniferous 
plantations. Small fenced and walled 
pastures close to farms and 
settlement.   

Turbines and infrastructure could 
detract from more intricate vegetation 
cover and the small fields of smooth 
lush pasture which contrast with the 
coarser texture of woodland and 
moorland on rockier slopes. There is 
however scope to avoid these 
impacts by siting turbines in more 
extensive areas of rough grazing.  

Medium Turbines and infrastructure could 
detract from more intricate 
vegetation cover and the small 
fields of smooth lush pasture which 
contrast with the coarser texture of 
woodland and moorland on rockier 
slopes. There is however scope to 
avoid these impacts by siting 
turbines in more extensive areas of 
rough grazing. 

Medium 

Built
environment 

This is a sparsely settled landscape 
with small farms and houses tucked 
into folds and sitting at the foot of small 
knolls within the less steep western 
slopes on Bute. There is a rich 
archaeology with the extensive ruins of 
St Blane’s Church forming a well-
visited attraction. This landscape also 
forms the immediate setting for 
Kilchattan on Bute.  A mast is located 
on the northern slopes.  

Turbines of this size sited on 
prominent hill tops or ridges forming 
the backdrop to settlement could 
have a significant effect on their 
setting. The setting of St Blanes 
Church would also be sensitive to 
this typology.  

High-med Smaller turbines could have less of 
an impact on the setting of small 
buildings and on archaeological 
features provided they were set 
back from these features and 
avoided prominent hill tops and 
ridges.  

Medium 

Perceptual 
qualities

There is a distinct natural and quality 
to this rugged coastal landscape. It can 
also feel secluded away from 
settlement and a strong sense of 

The sense of naturalness, seclusion 
and history associated with this 
landscape could be compromised by 
this typology.  

High The sense of naturalness, 
seclusion and history associated 
with this landscape could be 
compromised by this typology 

High-med 
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history is associated with St Blane’s 
Church.  

although there may be more scope 
to site smaller turbines to minimise 
impacts on less settled coastal 
areas and on the more sensitive 
western part of this landscape 
where archaeological features are 
more evident.  

Visual
amenity  

This is a sparsely settled landscape 
with few roads. The West Island Way 
long distance route on Bute starts from 
this area and St Blanes Church is a 
popular visitor destination.  
There are views from the A844 and 
B881 to this character type where it 
forms a distinctive knolly backdrop to 
the ‘Coastal Plain’ (19a) seen from the 
promoted viewpoint above Scalpsie 
Bay. An existing telecomm mast is a 
prominent feature on the skyline above 
the settlement of Kilchattan in these 
views. The western side of this 
landscape offers spectacular views 
over the Sound of Bute to Arran. This 
landscape forms the backdrop   

Turbines of this size would be likely 
to be visible in close proximity from 
the West Island Way which is aligned 
on higher ridges and hill tops and 
potentially also from St Blanes 
Church. Settlement within this 
landscape is generally set low and 
may benefit from a degree of visual 
containment. Turbines set between 
the minor road and west coast would 
intrude on views to Arran. This 
landscape is prominent in views to 
the north on Bute and is also seen 
from the west coast of Great 
Cumbrae. Turbines of this size visible 
on the skyline of these small hills and 
ridges would be prominent in these 
views.   

High There may be increased scope to 
avoid intrusion on prominent 
skylines by siting turbines towards 
the lower height band of this 
typology <25m on lower hill slopes 
to benefit from a backdrop of rising 
ground.  
Views from St Blanes Church and 
from the west coast of this 
landscape to Arran remain sensitive 
however.

High-med 

Landscape 
values 

All of Bute is designated as an APQ. 
The key qualities of this APQ are likely 
to be the dramatic views of the 
mountains of Arran but also the 
diversity of landscapes across Bute of 
which this distinctively rugged and 
craggy ‘butt’ is particularly unusual.  

This typology could intrude on views 
to Arran if poorly sited. It could also 
diminish the contrast between this 
largely undeveloped rugged coastal 
landscape and the more managed 
landscapes of Bute affecting overall 
scenic diversity.  

High-med This typology could also intrude on 
views to Arran if poorly sited. It 
could also diminish the contrast 
between this largely undeveloped 
rugged coastal landscape and the 
more managed landscapes of Bute 
affecting overall scenic diversity 
although smaller turbines would 
have less of an effect if carefully 
sited to minimise intrusion.  

Medium 
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Character Type 17a: Bute Basalt Lowlands  

Summary of sensitivity
The rugged southern point of Bute is a small scale landscape of narrow parallel 
craggy ridges and low knolly hills. It is sparsely settled but forms the setting for 
Kilchattan and also features a rich archaeology. This landscape is highly visible in 
views to the north on Bute where it presents a distinct contrast with more low-lying 
and managed farmland and makes a strong contribution to the highly scenic 
character of the west coast of the island. There would be a High landscape
sensitivity to the small-medium typology and a High-medium sensitivity to the small 
typology.

Visual sensitivity would be High for the small-medium typology and High-medium 
for the small typology, reflecting increased scope for smaller turbines to be sited to 
minimise effects on prominent skylines.  

This landscape is designated an APQ and sensitivity in terms of landscape values 
would be High-medium for the small-medium typology and Medium for the small 
typology.

Cumulative issues 
There would be cumulative landscape and visual impacts with the operational and 
consented Ardrossan and Kelburn wind farms located close to the North Ayrshire 
coast. There could be cumulative views from Great Cumbrae and the Firth of Clyde 
with the larger turbines of the small-medium typology sited in this landscape being 
more likely to incur potential impacts. Cumulative landscape impacts could be 
associated with larger scale turbine development in this less developed area and on 
Bute in general when considered in a wider context where the mainland coastal area 
to the east is highly modified.

Constraints 
 The low relief of this area and the strong containment provided by narrow 

parallel ridges and valleys which, together with the presence of houses and 
small farms, gives a small scale to the landscape.  

 The diverse landform of rocky indented coastline, craggy ridges and 
prominent steep-sloped conical hills. 

 Views to this area from the A844, a well-used tourist route, and from the West 
Island Way footpath which is aligned through this area.  

 The extensive remains of St Blane’s Church which is well-visited and located 
in an elevated position within the small hills of this landscape.  

 Small enclosed pastures found on the west coast of Bute and seen in the 
foreground of spectacular views over the Sound of Bute to the mountains of 
north Arran. 

 The APQ designation which applies to this landscape.  

Opportunities 
 Gentler hill slopes on the northern edge of this landscape and small pockets 

of slacker landform and natural terraces close to farms. 
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Guidance on development 
There is no scope for siting the small-medium typology within this character type 
without incurring significant adverse landscape and visual impacts on a number of 
key sensitivity criteria. 

There is very limited opportunity for the small typology to be sited in this landscape. 
Turbines should be sited away from more remote coastal areas, instead favouring 
areas where they can be clearly associated with more settled areas. Turbines should 
avoid prominent hill tops and ridges and be located on lower gentler hill slopes and 
natural breaks in slope away from more complex craggy landform features and 
where a backdrop of rising ground may limit intrusion. The setting of archaeological 
features and, in particular, St Blane’s Church, would be highly sensitive to intrusion of 
turbines visible on immediate ridgelines. Turbines should also avoid the small 
pastures between the minor road/public car park and the west coast of this area 
which form the foreground to views to Arran. It is likely that turbines towards the 
lower height band of this typology would be more able to fit with the scale of 
this landscape and minimise visual intrusion. Turbines should be sited in 
accordance with the guidance set out in section 7 of the Main Study Report.  
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A small scale landscape of low craggy parallel ridges 
with neat farms tucked-in at the foot of lower slopes 

Views to the mountains of north Arran from the western 
side of this character type.  

The remains of St Blane’s church located in an elevated 
position within the small hills of this landscape. 

This landscape, seen here from a promoted viewpoint on 
the A844 above Scalpsie Bay,forms part of the wider 
scenic west coast of Bute. 

 Character Type 17a: Bute Basalt Lowlands 


