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1 Introduction to the sensitivity assessment 

1.1 Sensitivity assessments have been undertaken for each character type and 
 any sub-types defined and for the National Scenic Areas (NSA) as explained in 
 Section 4 of the Main Study Report.  

1.2 The sensitivity assessment considers sensitivity of each character type or NSA 
 to four different wind farm/turbine typologies. An introduction to each character 
 type is set out in the sensitivity assessments that follow. This clarifies the 
 approach to assessment in terms of whether the whole landscape character 
 type or sub-divisions of that type have been assessed. It also describes where 
 any changes have been made to the boundaries or classification of character 
 types set out in the Argyll and Firth of Clyde Landscape Assessment. 
 Operational and consented wind farm developments, whether located within 
 the landscape type/unit or in the surrounding area (and clearly visible from the 
 character type being assessed), are described. A similar approach is taken for 
 the NSA assessments although the introduction principally focuses on the 
 description of the designated landscape and its special qualities.  

1.3 This Appendix Report contains the detailed sensitivity assessment tables for 
 landscape character types and NSAs (a summary of these only being included 
 in the Main Study Report). The sensitivity scores outlined in the summary of 
 sensitivity are made on the basis of a five point scale; High, High-medium, 
 Medium, Medium-low and Low. These assessments consider landscape 
 sensitivity, visual sensitivity and the value placed on the landscape in terms of 
 designations and other recognised interests, considering key landscape and 
 visual characteristics. A different approach has been adopted for the NSAs 
 where the assessment focuses on the identified special qualities of these 
 designated landscapes. Further detail on methodology is contained in 
 section 2 and annex C and D within the Main Study Report. 

1.4 Cumulative issues and key constraints and opportunities are set out for each 
 landscape character type and NSA. The sensitivity assessment concludes with 
 guidance on the siting of wind farm or wind turbine development.  Key maps 
 show the location of each landscape character type and NSA and their 
 immediate context.  
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Detailed sensitivity assessment of landscape character types 
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Landscape Character Type 7e: Mull Craggy Upland 

Introduction
The Craggy Upland landscape character type is defined in a number of separate locations 
within the Argyll and Firth of Clyde Landscape Assessment and extends over a large area, 
including stretches of coastline, inland lochs and glens and plateaux. The most extensive 
and higher area of Craggy Upland either side of Loch Awe has been retained as character 
type 7 as it is the closest in character to the original definition. However due to the variety of 
context, character and scale of landscapes within this character type, the remaining areas of 
this character type occurring on the Mainland and on Mull have been divided into the 
following sub-types for the purpose of this study:  

 The ‘Craggy Upland with Settled Glens’ (7a) to the west and north of the core area  
 The ‘Craggy Coasts and Islands’ (7b) along the coast between Oban and Kilmartin 
 The ‘North Loch Awe Craggy Upland’ (7c) around the head of Loch Awe.  
 The ‘Lorn Craggy Upland’ (7d) to the north of the Lynn of Lorn NSA 
 The ‘Mull Craggy Upland’ (7e) found in the Loch Spelve area 

Separate sensitivity assessments have been undertaken for the main character type and 
each of the above sub-types. The assessment which follows considers an area of the 
Craggy Upland character type defined on Mull.  Detailed sensitivity assessment has been 
undertaken for the small-medium and small development typologies only (turbines <50m 
high) in accordance with the requirements of the study brief.   

Operational and consented wind farm development  
There are no operational or consented wind farms located within this character type. The 
operational and consented wind farms of Bheinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal located within the 
‘Craggy Upland’ (7) on the mainland are theoretically visible from higher coastal areas of this 
character type but at distances of over 28km. 
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Landscape character type 7e: Mull Craggy Upland - Sensitivity assessment for smaller typologies 

Topic Summary description Medium to small scale 
typology assessment (35-50m)

Sensitivity 
rating

Small scale typology 
assessment (20-35m)

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

This landscape has a similar craggy 
landform to the ‘Mull High Tops’ (2a) 
(including a similarly diverse coastal 
edge of cliffs, stacks and 
buttresses) and there is generally a 
gradual transition between the two 
character types.   
This landscape forms a strongly 
contrasting craggy rugged backdrop 
to the flatter ‘Mull Basalt Lowlands’ 
(17) in the Lochbuie area although 
the lower hills with occasional less 
complex and gentler slopes which 
back the Lochdon area provide a 
less dramatic contrast. This 
landscape (and particularly the high 
cliffs on the south-east coast 
abutting the Firth of Lorn) is also 
inter-visible with the ‘Craggy Coast 
and Islands’ (7b) on mainland Argyll 
and Bute and forms the foreground 
to the distinctive peaks of the ‘Mull 
High Tops’ (2a) in these views.   

Turbines of this height could 
adversely affect the wider highly 
scenic and little developed 
seascape of mainland coast, 
islands and Mull around the Firth of 
Lorn by introducing tall built 
features visible on the coastal edge 
from sea and land. Turbines sited 
on more prominent hills could 
detract from the backdrop of the 
mountains of the ‘Mull High Tops’ 
(2a) seen from the coast and Firth 
of Lorn but also affect the integrity 
of the undeveloped and often 
dramatic coastal edge of Loch Buie. 
This typology could also detract 
from the notably rugged and natural 
backdrop these craggy uplands 
provide to the settled ‘Mull Basalt 
Lowlands’ (17) of Lochbuie. Less 
prominent hill slopes set well back 
from more dramatic mountains 
within (2a) and coast would be less 
sensitive to this typology. 

High-med There is increased scope to site the 
smaller turbines of this typology to 
minimise intrusion on the wider 
seascape and on the adjoining more 
dramatic core mountains and the 
Lochbuie area.  

Medium 

Scale and 
openness 

These craggy uplands culminate in 
Druim Fada (405m) in the western 
peninsula and close to Loch Buie, 
where relief is higher. Smaller hills 
occur in the eastern part of this 
peninsula and at the head of Loch 
Spelve rising to between 200-300m. 
The scale of this landscape is 
generally large to medium but much 

There is scope to site this typology 
to avoid significant impacts of scale 
although areas with more complex 
and smaller scale topographical 
features have an increased 
sensitivity.

Medium-low This smaller typology would appear 
out of scale with higher hills (and is 
also unlikely to be located in these 
areas for technical/economic reasons) 
but could relate to the scale of smaller 
areas of less complex ground near 
settlement, which turbines of this size 
would be less likely to overwhelm.  

Medium-low 
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reduced within numerous narrow 
valleys. There are few smaller scale 
features such as buildings.   

Landform This landscape forms craggy 
peninsulas around the sea loch of 
Loch Spelve. The landform is 
particularly rugged to the west 
where steep rocky slopes and 
buttresses, deeply cut by narrow 
gorges, contain the southern shore 
of Loch Uisg and high cliffs abut the 
Firth of Lorn coast. Small pockets of 
gentler hill slopes occur along the 
coastal edge of Loch Spelve and on 
the northern slopes of Carn Ban.   

This typology would detract from 
the complex craggy landform and 
high cliffs of this landscape. Areas 
with a less complex landform where 
turbines of this size could be 
accommodated are rare.  

High-med This typology could also detract from 
the complex craggy landform and 
high cliffs of this landscape. Although 
there are very few areas of slacker 
landform within this landscape, the 
smaller turbines of this typology 
(single or small groups of <3) could 
be sited to minimise effects on more 
complex landform.  

Medium 

Landcover Grass and heather moorland 
predominantly covers this 
landscape although extensive 
broadleaved woodlands occur on 
the lower slopes of Cruach Ardura, 
the eastern slopes of Carn Ban and 
within the numerous narrow gorges 
which cut into the rugged coastal 
peninsula east of Loch Buie. Mixed 
policy woodlands are a feature of 
the Loch Uisg area.  

While turbines of this size would 
detract from areas of particularly 
complex vegetation, for example 
broadleaved and mixed policy 
woodlands, more extensive areas of 
upland pasture and moorland are 
less sensitive.

Medium There would be greater scope to site 
this smaller typology to minimise 
effects on more complex landscape 
pattern and landmark features.  

Medium-low 

Built
environment 

This upland area is very sparsely 
settled with occasional dispersed 
estate houses set within woodland, 
farms and the small settlements of 
Kinlochspelve and Croggan located 
against the shores of Loch Spelve.  
The shores of Loch Uisg feature the 
Victorian Craig Ben Lodge, a church 
and a number of memorial 
structures.  

The sparsely settled nature of this 
landscape reduces sensitivity to this 
typology in terms of limiting effects 
on scale and setting although 
turbines of this size located on 
prominent skylines above 
settlements (in this and adjacent 
character types) and in the Loch 
Uisg area could impact on the 
setting of settlement and other built 
features.  

Medium-low The sparsely settled nature of this 
landscape reduces sensitivity to this 
typology in terms of limiting effects on 
scale and setting and there are 
increased opportunities for smaller 
turbines to minimise impacts on scale 
and setting of settlement. 

Low

Perceptual The rugged eastern coast against The strong sense of wildness High-med Even the smaller turbines of this Medium 
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qualities the Firth of Lorn is difficult to access 
and has a strong sense of 
remoteness and naturalness. The 
perception of wildness is less 
pronounced along the sparsely 
settled fringes of Loch Spelve and 
Loch Uisg although these areas can 
still feel secluded.  

associated with the more exposed 
and less settled coastal areas 
would be diminished by this 
typology and the construction of 
ancillary development such as 
tracks. More settled and accessible 
areas would be less sensitive 
although the sense of seclusion 
could be affected by larger turbines.  

typology would affect the sense of 
wildness associated with more 
exposed and less settled coastal 
areas. There is greater scope to 
accommodate the small turbines of 
this typology to minimise effects on 
perceptual qualities, particularly if 
sited close to settlement.  

Visual
amenity  

The absence of roads and 
settlement within many parts of this 
character type limits visibility. There 
are views from the single track road 
around Loch Spelve. A narrow 
single track road is also aligned on 
the northern shore of Loch Uisg, a 
scenic small loch strongly contained 
by steep craggy slopes. Large 
coniferous trees within policy 
woodlands form a distinctive profile 
at the western end of this loch at the 
‘rim’ of knolly land forming the 
boundary with the alluvial fan of 
Lochbuie. 
Views to this landscape are fairly 
restricted although the two northern 
areas of this character type are 
visible from the A849 at the head of 
Loch Spelve. The high cliffs of this 
character type are seen from the 
coastal footpath from Carsaig to 
Lochbuie, from settlement in the 
Lochbuie area and from the Firth of 
Lorn. There are also likely to be 
views from the summits of the 
popularly accessed hills within the 
adjacent ‘Mull High Tops’ (2a) over 

This typology would be visible from 
coastal paths and settlement in the 
Lochbuie area if sited on the higher 
area of craggy upland which backs 
Loch Buie. Turbines of this size 
located on prominent hills would 
also be highly visible from the Firth 
of Lorn and may be seen on the 
skyline from the minor road along 
Loch Uisg and the north side of 
Loch Spelve. Key views up and 
down Loch Uisg would be highly 
sensitive to this typology. Lower hill 
slopes would be less sensitive 
although areas with a less complex 
landform (better able to 
accommodate turbines) are likely to 
be visible from the A849.    

High-med Turbines of this size would be less 
intrusive but still visible in a context 
where very few built structures are 
present. Although there is greater 
scope to site the smaller turbines of 
this typology to minimise visual 
intrusion, the Loch Uisg area, 
prominent hill tops and highly visible 
coastal promontories would still be 
sensitive to all scales of development. 

Medium 
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this character type.  
Landscape 
Values

The western peninsula and the 
Ardtura area of this character type 
as designated as part of a more 
extensive APQ which includes the 
mountainous core of Mull, the 
Ardmeanach Peninsula and the 
Ross of Mull. The special qualities 
of the APQ in this area are likely to 
comprise dramatic coastal landform 
and the contribution made to the 
wider scenic seascape which 
includes Loch Buie and the 
backdrop of mountains.  

The dramatic coastline of high cliffs 
east of Loch Buie, and the scenic 
juxtaposition between this area, 
Loch Buie and the mountains lying 
at the core of Mull could be affected 
by this typology. The Carn Ban 
peninsula to the north-east of Loch 
Spelve is not designated and would 
be less sensitive in respect of 
landscape values.   

High-med to 
Low

Turbines towards the lower height 
band of this typology sited close to 
settlement are less likely to impact on 
dramatic coastal scenery and key 
views to the mountains. The Carn 
Ban peninsula to the north-east of 
Loch Spelve is not designated and 
would be less sensitive in respect of 
landscape values.   

Medium to 
Low
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Character type 7e: Mull Craggy Uplands  

Summary of sensitivity
The Mull Craggy Uplands form rugged coastal peninsulas enclosing Loch Spelve. 
The landform is generally complex with steep rocky slopes and craggy knolls and is 
particularly dramatic in the west near Loch Buie, forming higher hills and sheer cliff 
faces on the coast. Extensive broadleaved woodlands are a feature in the Ardtura 
area, the eastern slopes of Carn Ban and also colonise narrow gullies within the 
western peninsula. Policy woodlands and buildings of architectural interest are 
associated with Loch Uisg. This is a sparsely settled area with few roads; the 
exposed coast against the Firth of Lorn is difficult to access and has a strong sense 
of wildness. While taller turbines could relate to the scale of this landscape, the 
complexity of the landform, the strong sense of wildness experienced in coastal 
areas and the contribution this landscape makes to wider scenic quality are key 
factors increasing sensitivity. This landscape has a High-medium sensitivity to the 
small-medium typology and a Medium sensitivity to the small typology.

Visual sensitivity would be High-medium for the small-medium typology and 
Medium for the small typology, reflecting increased scope to site smaller turbines to 
minimise intrusion. 

An APQ designation applies to the majority of this landscape with sensitivity in 
relation to landscape values judged to be High-medium for the small-medium 
typology and Medium for the small typology. Sensitivity would be reduced in the 
undesignated Carn Ban area.  

Cumulative issues 
There are no cumulative issues associated with this character type. 

Constraints:  
 The scenic contribution made by the Mull Craggy Uplands to the wider, little 

developed and diverse seascape of the Firth of Lorn and the foreground it 
provides to the ‘Mull High Tops’ (2a) seen from the mainland coast and 
islands and the sea.  

 A complex craggy landform, cut by numerous narrow gorges and the high 
cliffs of the Firth of Lorn coast. 

 Extensive oak woodlands on the lower slopes of Cruach Ardura and Carn 
Ban and on the shores of Loch Uisg.  

 A strong sense of remoteness and naturalness experienced particularly on 
the more exposed, inaccessible and rugged Firth of Lorn coast. 

 Views from the Carsaig to Lochbuie coastal path and the Lochbuie area to the 
dramatic rugged hills and high coastal cliffs of the western peninsula. 

 Intimate and scenic views from the minor road along Loch Uisg to policy 
woodlands, historic built features and the backdrop of craggy steep-sided 
hills.

 An Area of Panoramic Quality designation which covers much of this coastal 
landscape sub-type.  
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Opportunities for development: 
 Areas of less complex craggy landform away from the more dramatic and wild 

coastal edge where smaller typologies could be accommodated so visually 
associated with settlement 

Guidance on development 
There is no scope for the small-medium typology to be located in this character type 
due to the potential significant impacts that could arise on a number of key landscape 
and visual sensitivity criteria. 

There is some limited scope for single and small groups of the small typology to be 
associated with less complex landform, away from more intricately patterned wooded 
areas and avoiding intrusion on the more sensitive remote and undeveloped coastal 
area. Turbines of this size should be visually associated with existing settlement 
being sited on gentler lower hill slopes and flatter coastal fringes where rising ground 
would reduce prominence. Turbines should be sited to avoid significant intrusion on 
framed views through the narrow channel between the Firth of Lorn and Loch Spelve 
seen from the minor road on the north-west shore of the loch and on long views up 
and down Loch Uisg. Smaller turbines should be sited in accordance with the 
guidance set out in section 7 of the Main Study Report.   
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The dramatically rugged steep coastal edge against 
Loch Buie - this landscape has a strong sense of 
wildness in places.  

Smoother gently undulating landform at the transition 
with the Mull High Tops (2a) in the Loch Don area 

Extensive oak woodlands are a feature on the lower 
slopes of Cruach Adura and Carn Ban and on the shores 
of Loch Uisg 

Views to the Mull High Tops (2a) from the shores of 
Loch Spelve 

This landscape comprises a complex landform of steep 
craggy hill slopes, cut by numerous wooded ravines, and 
high cliffs against the Firth of Lorn 

Views along the scenic Loch Uisg which has an intimate 
scale due to its strong containment by craggy hill slopes 
and intricate pattern of woodlands and settlement.   

Character Type 7e: Mull Craggy Upland 
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Character Type 8: Moorland Plateau 

Introduction
The Moorland Plateau (8) landscape character type is defined on the islands of Islay 
and Jura within the Argyll and Firth of Clyde Landscape Assessment, and extends 
over most of the higher uplands, embracing stretches of coastline, areas of 
inaccessible and remote interior hills, and smaller stretches of farmed and settled 
land. Due to the differences in context, character and scale of landscapes within the 
Moorland Plateau character type, one sub-division has been identified for the 
purpose of this study:  

 The ‘Moorland Plateau with Farmland’ (8a) which occurs on lower lying, more 
extensively farmed landscapes of this type on Islay  

This is the landscape sensitivity assessment which has been undertaken for the 
Moorland Plateau with Farmland (8). The Moorland Plateau with Farmland (8a) has 
been assessed separately. Detailed sensitivity assessment has been undertaken for 
the small-medium and small development typologies only (turbines <50m high) in 
accordance with the requirements of the study brief.   

Where some of this type lies within the National Scenic Area on Jura, it has been 
assessed in relation to the more significant special qualities associated with the NSA. 

This assessment of the Moorland Plateau (8) extends across the highest uplands of 
eastern Islay and the northern parts of Jura, outwith the NSA. It forms a rugged and 
often inaccessible interior and extends to include the more remote and exposed 
stretches of coastline on both islands. It provides the higher relief and backdrop to 
the Coastal Parallel Ridges (22) and the sub-type Moorland Plateau with Farmland 
(8a) as well as extensive areas of the Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16). The area is 
largely unsettled, with occasional tracks and areas of forestry within the extensive 
areas of moorland. 

Operational and consented wind farm development 
No operational or consented wind turbines were noted as lying within this character 
type during the site visit. Operational and consented wind farm developments located 
on the mainland in the Kintyre area lie just beyond the 30km threshold set for the 
Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) mapping shown in Figures 5-8 of the Main Study 
Report.
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Character Type 8: Moorland Plateau – Sensitivity assessment  

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (35m-50m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Assessment of small typology 
(20m –35m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

This landscape forms an extensive and 
often rugged upland backdrop to lower 
lying types, including the Coastal 
Parallel Ridges (22), the sub-type 
Moorland Plateau with Farmland (8a) 
and the Marginal Farmland Mosaic 
(16). It is very different to all these 
types, which are generally more varied 
in vegetation cover, with farmland a 
key characteristic, and more settled, as 
well as being of lower relief. This type 
provides a contrasting much more 
remote and undeveloped hinterland for 
these more settled areas. 
This is the most extensive character 
type on both Islay and Jura, and much 
of the interior and more remote 
coastline of this landscape is difficult to 
see from other adjacent types.  
The profile of these uplands is 
however visible from more distant 
views, for example from the Rhinns of 
Islay and also from views from the sea 
and this landscape is also inter-visible 
between Jura and Islay. 

This extensive landscape type offers 
scope to accommodate this typology 
without impacting directly on 
neighbouring, smaller scale 
landscape types.  
However, there are potential wider 
impacts in terms of the setting of the 
coast and islands, composition from 
more distant views and the 
pronounced contrast between this 
and other more managed landscape 
types. 

High-
Medium 

This extensive landscape type 
offers scope to accommodate this 
typology without impacting directly 
on neighbouring, smaller scale 
landscape types.  
However, there are potential wider 
impacts in terms of the setting of 
the coast and islands, composition 
from more distant views and the 
pronounced contrast between this 
and other more managed 
landscape types. 
There is some increase in scope to 
accommodate these smaller 
turbines, which are less likely to be 
visible from a distance.  

Medium 

Scale and 
openness 

The most rugged hills within this 
landscape rise to around 450m-470m, 
but much of the upland plateau 
undulates at around 250m, with 
prominent but lower hills reaching 
300m-350m, even close to the coast. 

The large scale, and often sweeping 
extent of this landscape, as well as 
the openness and backdrop of the 
expanse of the sea, all combine to 
create scope for this typology.  
The indented stretches of the coast, 

Medium-
Low

The large scale, and often 
sweeping extent of this landscape, 
as well as the openness and 
backdrop of the expanse of the sea, 
all combine to create scope for this 
typology.

Low
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The landscape is generally hilly, with 
distinct summits, isolated hills and 
more complex rugged hill ranges rising 
out of stretches of more undulating 
plateau and (especially on Islay) above 
long, sweeping west-facing slopes. 
The landscape is predominantly very 
open moorland with few small scale 
features such as buildings. Scale is 
reduced where the coastline is more 
indented and features scattered 
islands and skerries and within more 
enclosed glens.  

and some of the more enclosed 
glens are more sensitive. 

The indented stretches of coastline, 
and some of the more enclosed 
glens are the key sensitivities. 
As the size of turbines is smaller, 
the impact on scale is likely to be 
less than the medium-small 
typology.

Landform Complex, rugged, interlocking hill 
ranges, glens, gulleys and gently 
graded slopes, more prominent 
summits, including rocky outcrops and 
more extensive areas of plateau, the 
later particularly around the outskirts of 
this type, create a landscape of 
relatively diverse topography.  
The coast is diverse and often 
dramatic, with high cliffs on headlands, 
and a shoreline that varies from 
extended rocky slabby reaches to 
rocky indentations with small sandy 
bays, raised beaches, cliffs, caves and 
also stretches of coast with scattered 
islands and skerries. 

The more complex, interlocking hill 
ranges and diverse stretches of 
coastline are likely to be sensitive to 
this typology. 
However, the undulating plateaux, 
more gently graded slopes and 
shallow glens are likely to provide 
scope for this typology as their 
simple linear form would complement 
the form of this typology.  

High-
Medium 

The more complex, interlocking hill 
ranges and diverse stretches of 
coastline are likely to be sensitive 
to this typology. 
However, the undulating plateaux, 
more gently graded slopes and 
shallow glens are likely to provide 
scope for this typology as their 
simple linear form would 
complement the form of this 
typology.
There is increased scope to 
accommodate this smaller typology 
on slightly more gentle hill slopes 
where they would be back-dropped 
by higher ground at the transition 
with more lowland character types. 

Medium 

Landcover  Mosaic moorland with wetland extends 
over the vast majority of this 
landscape. There are also two large 
conifer forests west of Port Askaig on 
Islay, and a small number of much 

The relatively simple land cover, of 
moorland with very occasional 
conifer forests, is likely to provide 
scope for this typology which could 
be accommodated without impacting 

Medium-low The relatively simple land cover, of 
moorland with very occasional 
conifer forests, is likely to provide 
scope for this typology which could 
be accommodated without 

Medium-low 
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smaller shelter woods. 
There are numerous lochans, often 
lying high up in corries or on ledges on 
hill slopes. 

on landscape diversity.  
The setting of natural features, in 
particular the many small lochs are 
the key sensitivity for this typology. 

impacting on landscape diversity.  
The setting of natural features, in 
particular the many small lochs are 
the key sensitivity for this typology. 

Built
environment  

This landscape is very sparsely 
settled. There are occasional high up 
farms, tracks and paths around the 
periphery of this landscape, often 
extending up from the more managed 
Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16), but 
the vast majority of the area is difficult 
to access and remnants of past 
settlement are also scarce, although 
the archaeological site at Finlaggan on 
Islay is a rare and important exception. 

There is likely to be scope to site this 
typology where it does not impinge 
upon the setting of settlements and 
other built features within the largely 
unsettled character of the Moorland 
Plateau (8).  
However, the setting of Finlaggan, 
including the glen which forms its 
wider context, and those of other 
nearby archaeological features are 
very sensitive to this typology. 

Low There is likely to be scope to site 
this typology where it does not 
impinge upon the setting of 
settlements and other built features 
within the largely unsettled 
character of the Moorland Plateau 
(8).
However, the setting of Finlaggan, 
including the glen which forms its 
wider context, and those of other 
nearby archaeological features are 
very sensitive to this typology. 

Low

Perceptual 
qualities

The Moorland Plateau is experienced 
as remote and relatively isolated, with 
an exposed and often secluded 
coastline and rugged, relatively 
inaccessible interior. This landscape 
has a strong sense of naturalness in 
general although this is reduced where 
this character type meets the lower-
lying Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16), 
and the area occupied by the two 
conifer blocks above Port Askaig, 
where the influence of managed and 
settled landscape forms part of that 
transition between these two types. 

This typology could affect the sense 
of remoteness and naturalness 
experienced widely across this area, 
including along the coasts. 

High This typology could affect the sense 
of remoteness and naturalness 
experienced widely across this 
area, including along the coasts. 

High

Visual
amenity  

The outer hill slopes are visible from 
roads in the adjacent types, as are 
ridges which appear as prominent 
skylines. Views are sometimes 

There are likely to be some 
opportunities to site this typology, 
where it might be less visible or 
intermittently visible from key 
viewpoints, and where it can avoid 

Medium There are likely to be some 
opportunities to site this typology, 
where it might be less visible or 
intermittently visible from key 
viewpoints, and where it can avoid 

Medium-
Low
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intermittent, as they can be partially 
screened by topography and woodland 
within these adjacent types.  
Viewed from a distance, the rugged 
profiles of the higher ranges and hills 
are prominent and can form the outer 
limit to views. 
Key viewpoints include Finlaggan, the 
Rhinns of Islay, the ferries and roads 
on both islands (the islands 
themselves are inter-visible). 

key visual sensitivities or be back 
dropped against rising ground. 
The high points on skyline ridges are 
sensitive, as are sustained views 
from key viewpoints. 

key visual sensitivities or be back 
dropped against rising ground. 
The high points on skyline ridges 
are sensitive, as are sustained 
views from key viewpoints. 

Landscape 
values 

An APQ covers much of this 
landscape, including the most easterly 
and northern hills on Islay and all of 
northern Jura.  
The key qualities of this APQ include 
the dramatic and often rugged and 
remote coastlines, and the dramatic 
juxtaposition of outcrop hills rising 
abruptly from lower lying plateaux. The 
extensive coastal views and the scenic 
qualities of the wider seascape 
character are also key features of this 
APQ.
The APQ designated across the 
northern part of Jura also forms part of 
the wider setting of the Jura NSA. 

Within the APQ, this typology could 
be highly visible and distract from the 
sense of remoteness and semi-
natural qualities, as well as the visual 
drama of the coast and wider 
seascape.  
The north Jura area would be 
additionally sensitive in terms of the 
wider remote and undeveloped 
setting it provides to the NSA.  
Sensitivity would be reduced in the 
undesignated areas where more 
prominent ‘edge’ hills could provide 
some screening and where this 
landscape lies adjacent to the more 
settled character types.  

High-med to 
low

Within the APQ, this typology could 
be highly visible and distract from 
the sense of remoteness and semi-
natural qualities, as well as the 
visual drama of the coast and wider 
seascape. 
The north Jura area would be 
additionally sensitive in terms of the 
wider remote and undeveloped 
setting it provides to the NSA.  
Sensitivity would be reduced in the 
undesignated areas where more 
prominent ‘edge’ hills could provide 
some screening and where this 
landscape lies adjacent to the more 
settled character types. 

High-med to 
low
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Character Type 8: Moorland Plateau 

Summary of sensitivity 
This character type forms the uplands and highest hills on Islay and within Jura 
outwith the NSA. These hill ranges form the backdrop to a number of farmed and 
settled low-lying landscape types. The hills are irregular and interlocking, divided by 
glens, narrow river valleys and corries and saddles which often contain lochans. The 
highest summits contrast with areas of undulating plateau, and there are expanses of 
smooth, gentler slopes. Long coastlines, with raised beaches, cliffs and occasional 
indented bays and islands, add further to the topographical diversity. The vegetation 
is dominated by moorland and wet heath.Much of the area is unsettled, relatively 
inaccessible, exposed, semi-natural and often remote.  

The sense of remoteness and relative naturalness, emphasised by the inaccessibility 
and lack of settlement and the topographical diversity are key sensitivities. Further 
sensitivities include the diversity of the coastal landscape and areas of more 
complex, smaller scale landforms. Nevertheless, the gentle slopes, the absence of 
smaller scale features such as settlement and the simplicity of landcover offers scope 
for development at the periphery of this character type, where there is a transition 
with neighbouring more managed and settled landscapes. This landscape is judged 
to have a High-medium sensitivity to the small-medium typology. This reflects the 
very limited scope in terms of area for this typology, as it is likely to be best 
accommodated at the very periphery of this character type, where the type forms the 
immediate backdrop to adjacent lower lying and farmed landscapes. This landscape 
has a Medium sensitivity for the small typology reflecting that there are likely to be 
slightly more opportunities to accommodate smaller turbines in similar locations 
which with careful siting are less likely to impact on the more remote and complex 
areas of landscape character.  

The Moorland Plateau (8) character type is largely unsettled with no public roads, 
although parts of this landscape are visible from roads in adjacent character types. 
There are some coastal walks, and the ridgelines and hill profiles are a prominent 
feature in wider views. Visual sensitivity was concluded to be Medium for the small-
medium (35m – 50m) typology, in large part due to the sensitivity of the ridgelines 
and coast from wider views and the sea. Visual sensitivity is reduced to Medium-low
for the small typology because of the increased opportunities for turbines of this size 
to be less prominent, due to distance from roads and the opportunities for this height 
to be back-dropped by rising ground. 

This landscape type is widely covered by an APQ and sensitivity in terms of 
landscape value would be High-medium where this designation applies.

Cumulative issues 
There is potential for cumulative landscape and visual effects to arise in the future 
with turbines located on the Marginal Farmed Mosaic (16), the Coastal Parallel 
Ridges (22) and the Moorland Plateau with Farmland (8a). This is particularly the 
case because the scope for development on the Moorland Plateau is likely to be on 
the boundary between the uplands and these more managed types. 
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Potential cumulative effects could be reduced by limiting the number of turbines 
which extend onto the Moorland Plateau (8) if there are already identified 
opportunities on the neighbouring, lower lying and more managed landscape types. 

Key cumulative issues that may arise within the fringe areas most likely to be 
developed within the Moorland Plateau are likely to include: 

 Inter-visibility between any wind turbine development located in this character 
type and wind turbines in adjacent character types. 

 The creation of a ‘ring’ of turbines around the lower and most accessible 
slopes of the hills – although this is only likely to become a concern if there 
are a significant number of applications creating a dense band of turbines 
around the hill

 Where variations in the type and size of single and small groups of small 
turbines are proposed. 

Constraints 
 The diverse and at times complex topography of the landform, particularly the 

interior and the coast. 
 The strong sense of remoteness, naturalness experienced in the interior of 

this area and on the coast 
 The visibility of skyline ridges and the more visually prominent higher hills 

seen in distant profile from roads in adjoining character types and from the 
sea.

 The setting of Finlaggan and associated archaeological features. 

Opportunities 
 Areas of gently graded slopes, the undulating plateaux and shallow glens and 

the backdrop provided by rising ground in places.
 The periphery of this type, where there is a transition between this type and 

the lower-lying ‘upland fringe’ and farmed landscapes of the Moorland 
Plateau with Farmland’ (8a), the ‘Marginal Farmland Mosaic’ (16) and the 
‘Coastal Parallel Ridges’ (22)

 The simple land cover of this character type which includes extensive 
moorland and areas of conifer forest

Guidance on development 
There is likely to be very limited scope for the small-medium (35m - 50m) 
development typology to be sited within this character type due to the adverse 
impacts likely to occur across several of the criteria. Opportunities are likely to be 
limited to the periphery of the type, where it can form a backdrop and suitably scaled 
setting for development seen within the context of adjacent farmed or forested land.

There are some increased opportunities for the small typology (20m – 35m) to be 
located on gently graded slopes, shallow glens and bowls of land close to farmland 
and visually associated with settlement within the Moorland Plateau with Farmland 
(8a) or Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16). 

Turbines sited in these areas should be set well back from the coast and avoid 
intrusion on more remote areas, on more complex landform and on archaeological 
features. They should be sited to avoid prominent skylines and upper hill slopes and 
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be sited against a backdrop of rising ground to minimise visual intrusion. In farmed 
areas, there are more opportunities for turbines of less than 20m as these could be 
sited to reflect the scattered settlement pattern, and would fit in well with the scale of 
this landscape. Smaller turbines should be sited in accordance with the guidance set 
out in section 7 of the Main Study Report. 
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Often relatively inaccessible and remote tracts of coast and 
hills contrast with more farmed areas of the islands

The coast and hills are highly visible from the sea, 
including the ferry

Archaeological sites, including the highly sensitive setting of 
Finlaggan, are found on the periphery of this LCT

The high hills frequently form a rugged backdrop to 
more lowland character types 

  Character Type 8: Moorland Plateau 
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Character Type 8a: Moorland Plateau with Farmland 

Introduction
The Moorland Plateau (8) landscape character type is found on the islands of Islay 
and Jura within the Argyll and Firth of Clyde Landscape Assessment, and extends 
over most of the higher uplands, embracing stretches of coastline, areas of 
inaccessible and remote interior hills, and smaller stretches of farmed and settled 
land. Due to the differences in context, character and scale of landscapes within the 
Moorland Plateau character type, one sub-division has been identified for the 
purpose of this study:  

 The ‘Moorland Plateau with Farmland’ (8a) which occurs on the more 
extensively farmed and settled landscapes of this type on Islay  

This section of the report is the landscape sensitivity assessment which has been 
undertaken for the sub-type Moorland Plateau with Farmland (8a).  

Moorland Plateau with Farmland (8a) extends across lower foothills within the interior 
glen stretching from Port Askaig to Bridgend where it forms a transition between the 
‘Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16)’ and the more upland ‘Moorland Plateau’ (8) along 
the south side of the glen. Moorland Plateau with Farmland (8a) also occupies the 
whole of The Oa, the peninsula to the west of Port Ellen. The relief is low, with 
generally rounded land form and some low rocky hills. It is largely, but not 
exclusively, farmed, with some moorland, especially on the exposed coasts. It is 
overall more diverse and settled than Moorland Plateau (8). 

Operational and consented wind farm development 
No operational or consented wind turbines were noted as lying within this character 
type during the site visit. Operational and consented wind farm developments located 
on the mainland in the Kintyre area lie just beyond the 30km threshold set for the 
Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) mapping shown in Figures 5-8 of the Main Study 
Report.
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Character Type 8a: Moorland Plateau with Farmland – Sensitivity assessment  

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (35m-50m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Assessment of small typology 
(20m –35m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

These partially settled and farmed 
‘foothills’ lie between more expansive, 
larger scale upland areas and more 
sheltered farmed glens.  
This landscape also forms the partially 
settled and farmed low hills of The Oa 
peninsula. 
This landscape is not extensive. 
Within the glen which stretches from 
Port Askaig to Bridgend, ‘Moorland 
Plateau with Farmland’ (8a) forms a 
linear transition between ‘Moorland 
Plateau’ (8) and ‘Marginal Farmland 
Mosaic’ (16). The conjunction of fields 
and farms forms a gradual transition 
between these types, but the landform 
increases in scale and becomes 
simpler within ‘Moorland Plateau with 
Farmland’ (8a).  
By contrast, the Oa peninsula is set 
apart form the rest of the island, and its 
extent is limited by the surrounding 
sea.
The Oa is a prominent headland and 
inter-visible with the other landscape 
types on the island. 

The limited extent of this landscape 
type limits scope to accommodate 
this typology without it impacting on 
adjacent smaller scale landscape 
types, or on the coast and seascape 
of The Oa.

High The limited extent of this landscape 
type limits scope to accommodate 
this typology without it impacting on 
adjacent landscape types, or on the 
coast and seascape of The Oa.  
There is some increase in scope to 
accommodate these smaller 
turbines where this character type 
abuts the ‘Marginal Farmland 
Mosaic’ (16) type, where the 
vegetation of adjacent farmed fields 
merges to create a more extensive 
area of farmland.

High-
Medium 

Scale and 
openness 

This landscape rises to 182m on Cnoc 
Donn, south east of Bridgend, and 
generally around 160m across The Oa, 
although there is a prominent highpoint 
at 202m above towering cliffs at the 

While the openness of this landscape 
may offer some scope for this 
typology, the deceptively low relief 
and the enclosure created by the 
undulating hills reduces the scale of 

High-
Medium 

There may be scope to 
accommodate this typology within 
the openness of this landscape 
although the deceptively low relief 
and the enclosure created by the 

Medium 
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very southern point of the headland.  
The landscape is undulating, with dips 
between low hills creating a 
deceptively low relief in some elevated 
glens, where the ridgeline is not much 
higher than the glen floor, especially 
on The Oa. The landscape is very 
open, with few trees, the only 
substantial woodland being on the 
north west facing slopes of The Oa. 
Moorland on The Oa increases 
openness. 
The coastline is dramatic, with high 
cliffs on the outer headland, and an 
indented shoreline with occasional 
islands.

this landscape, especially as 
experienced within the interior of The 
Oa.

undulating hills reduces the scale of 
this landscape, especially as 
experienced within the interior of 
The Oa. 
This smaller typology is likely to 
have less impact on landscape 
scale than the medium-small 
typology.

Landform Hilly ridges, often with rounded 
landforms, shallow glens and gently 
graded slopes, occasional more 
prominent summits, including rocky 
outcrops. The terrain is rugged on The 
Oa and more simple within the interior 
glen.
The coastline is diverse, with cliffs and 
rocky indentations, small bays and 
cliffs all featured. 

The low lying and more regular 
ridges, gently graded slopes and 
shallow glens may provide scope for 
this typology. However, prominent hill 
tops and the diverse coast are highly 
sensitive.

Medium The low lying and more regular 
ridges are likely to provide scope 
for this typology. However, 
prominent hill tops and the diverse 
coastal edge are highly sensitive. 

Medium 

Landcover  Farmland occupies the sheltered 
slopes and shallow glens within this 
character type. The fields of improved 
pasture back onto rough pasture and 
mosaic moorland at the higher 
elevations and more exposed coasts. 
There is moorland on more remote 
reaches of the headland and conifer 
forests on the north east facing slopes 

The relatively simple land cover, of 
moorland, open grassland fields and 
occasional conifer woodlands, is 
likely to provide scope for this 
typology which could be 
accommodated without impacting on 
landscape diversity.  
The small scale pattern of 
fragmented and low growing 

Medium The relatively simple land cover, of 
moorland, open grassland fields 
and occasional conifer woodlands, 
is likely to provide scope for this 
typology which could be 
accommodated without impacting 
on landscape diversity.  
The small scale pattern of 
fragmented and low growing 

Medium 
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of The Oa.  Small broadleaved 
woodlands extend inland from the 
coast south of Port Askaig.  
There are several large lochans in 
shallow basins. 

broadleaved woodland south of Port 
Askaig is sensitive to this typology. 

broadleaved woodland south of 
Port Askaig is sensitive to this 
typology.

Built
environment  

This landscape is partially settled with 
scattered houses and farms except for 
the moorland and upland grazed areas 
and the more remote coasts.  
The buildings are a key feature, 
creating a pattern of often white farms 
and houses which stand out against 
the green of the fields or dark brown of 
the moorland.  
This landscape has a number of 
archaeological sites. 
The narrow roads link the farms and 
farm tracks.  

The small size of many of the houses 
and farms are a constraint as this 
typology is likely to dominate the 
small size of the built features.  
The height of this typology in this 
open landscape means that the scale 
relationship between this typology 
and buildings will be difficult to hide. 
However, the area is only partially 
settled, and there may be scope to 
site turbines where they do not relate 
to the small size of the buildings. 
Narrow roads might need to be 
widened to accommodate the 
development, which would be an 
additional constraint. 

Medium The small size of many of the 
houses and farms are a constraint 
as this typology is likely to appear 
very large in comparison with the 
small size of the built features.  
The height of this typology in this 
open landscape means that the 
scale relationship between this 
typology and buildings will be 
difficult to hide. Turbines towards 
the lower height band of this 
typology would have a reduced 
effect and the area is only partially 
settled, and there may be scope to 
site turbines where they do not 
relate to the small size of the 
buildings.

Medium-low 

Perceptual 
qualities

On The Oa, the more inaccessible 
coast can be experienced as remote, 
exposed and, combined with the power 
and dynamism of the sea, is a place 
where naturalness is a key 
characteristic. 
Elsewhere, this area is generally 
farmed with scattered settlement, 
tracks and roads, occasional masts 
and some conifer forest.  

This typology could affect the sense 
of remoteness and naturalness 
experienced on The Oa, particularly 
along the coast, but elsewhere there 
is likely to be little impact on these 
qualities.

Medium This typology could affect the sense 
of remoteness and naturalness 
experienced on The Oa, but 
elsewhere there is likely to be little 
impact on these qualities. As the 
size of turbines is smaller, the 
extent of influence is likely to be 
less than the medium-small 
typology.

Medium 

Visual
amenity  

The Oa, a prominent headland, is 
widely visible from much of Islay. 

There are likely to be limited 
opportunities to site this typology 

High-
Medium 

There may be scope to site this 
smaller typology where it might be 

Medium 
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Travelling through The Oa, whether by 
car or along some of the coastal walks, 
interior views are contained by the 
rolling landform, while views from the 
coast focus out to sea or along the 
coast. 
Key viewpoints include the American 
Monument and other accessible 
stretches of coastline. 
The area of this landscape type which 
lies between Port Askaig and Bridgend 
is less widely visible, and views to it 
from the A846 are at times intermittent, 
because of the intervening knolls and 
trees within the Marginal Farmland 
Mosaic (16). The slopes which contain 
this glen are more visually sensitive 
than the slopes which face south east, 
overlooking less settled areas. 

where it might be less visible or 
intermittently visible from key 
viewpoints, and where it can avoid 
prominent skylines, or intruding into 
key views, for example along the 
coast.  
A key sensitivity is the profile of the 
headland of The Oa, which itself is a 
focal point from wider views. 
Hill slopes overlooking the A846 and 
high points on visually prominent 
ridges are also sensitive. 

less visible or intermittently visible 
from key viewpoints, and where it 
can avoid key sensitivities, such as 
coastal views and prominent 
skylines. there is also likely to be 
more scope for this typology to be 
located where it can be back-
dropped by rising ground. 
A key sensitivity is the headland of 
The Oa, which is a focal point in 
some views. 
The high points on visually 
prominent ridges are also sensitive. 

Landscape 
values 

An APQ extends along part of the 
coastline of The Oa. The key qualities 
of this APQ include the drama of the 
high cliffs and the diversity of coastal 
features and landform, the relative 
remoteness of the coast and the 
dramatic views along the length of the 
indented coastline. 

The extent of the APQ is relatively 
narrow and it should be possible to 
site turbines elsewhere in the LCT 
where they do not impinge on the 
diversity of coastal features or within 
views along the coastline. 
Within the APQ, however, this 
typology could be highly visible and 
distract from the sense of 
remoteness, visual drama and visual 
focus of the coast. 

High-med to 
Low

The extent of the APQ is relatively 
narrow and it should be possible to 
site turbines (and particularly this 
smaller typology) where they do not 
impinge on the diversity of coastal 
features or within views along the 
coastline. 
Within the APQ, however, this 
typology could be highly visible and 
distract from the sense of 
remoteness, visual drama and 
visual focus of the coast. 

Medium to 
Low
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Character Type 8a: Moorland Plateau with Farmland 

Summary of sensitivity 
This character type is a sub-division of the upland character type ‘Moorland Plateau’ 
(8), but forms the lower, farmed foothills to this type within the glen which extends 
between Port Askaig and Bridgend, and the outlying headland of The Oa. These two 
areas are more settled and farmed than the rest of the Moorland Plateau (8), and 
have therefore been named ‘Moorland Plateau with Farmland’ (8a). 

These areas are characterised by relatively low relief. They do not have the high hills 
associated with the Moorland Plateau (8), and the height difference between the 
floors of some of the glens and the surrounding hills is often low, especially on the 
Oa. The landform features low hills with shallow glens, gently graded slopes and 
occasional more steep sided and prominent hills although it is more complex and 
contained on The Oa. The landscape is relatively open with some conifer woodland, 
and is partially farmed as improved pasture, the remaining land being under moor 
and upland grassland. Dispersed farms are scattered across sheltered glens and 
along lower slopes. The coastline of The Oa is characterised by rocky cliffs, small 
exposed headlands, bays, indentations and islands. It is relatively secluded, and has 
a sense of naturalness which is reinforced by its exposed setting. 

The relative narrow extent of this character type, and its context adjacent to smaller 
scale landscapes, especially between Port Askaig and Bridgend, the sense of 
seclusion on the coast of the Oa, the relatively low relief and, where present, more 
complex landforms are all key sensitivities. This landscape therefore has a High-
medium sensitivity to the small-medium typology and Medium sensitivity to the small 
typology reflecting that there are likely to be some opportunities to accommodate 
smaller turbines which with careful siting are less likely to impact on the more remote 
and complex areas of landscape character, and can be more readily accommodated 
within a landscape of this scale.  

The Moorland Plateau with Farmland character type is only partially settled and has 
few roads. There are some coastal walks, and The Oa is itself a prominent feature in 
wider views. Views from the A846 are sensitive but are likely to be intermittent 
because of intervening knolls and trees, and from within The Oa are contained by 
landform. Key views along the coast are sensitive. Visual sensitivity was concluded 
to be High-medium for the small-medium typology. Visual sensitivity is reduced to 
Medium for the small typology because of the increased opportunities for turbines of 
this size to be back-dropped by rising ground, if located close to adjacent more 
upland areas. 

Turbines of less than 20m in height are likely to be less visible within the areas of 
irregular, hilly landform within this character type. 

A narrow coastal strip of this landscape type is covered by an APQ and sensitivity in 
terms of landscape value would be High-medium for the small-medium typology and 
Medium for the small typology where this designation applies.
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Cumulative issues 
There is potential for cumulative landscape and visual effects to arise in the future 
with turbines located on the Marginal Farmed Mosaic (16), which lies adjacent to and 
lower than the Moorland Plateau with Farmland (8a). 

The farms which are likely to be the focus for this size of turbine are dispersed and 
therefore while there may be some sequential cumulative visual effects associated 
turbines sited on the majority of land holdings, with careful and consistent approach 
to siting, cumulative effects could be minimised. The potential visual cumulative 
effect would be reduced if well-sited turbines of less than 20m were used within these 
settled areas, and if a consistent relationship between these small turbines and the 
farm cluster was applied to siting. Small turbines are also more readily visually 
screened by topography, which is likely to limit their cumulative visual impact. Key 
cumulative issues that may arise within the Moorland Plateau with Farmland are 
likely to include: 

 Inter-visibility between any wind turbine development located in this character 
type and wind turbines in the adjacent Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16). 

 Where variations in the type and size of single and small groups of small 
turbines are proposed. 

Constraints 
 The relatively low relief of the landscape, especially when experienced from 

within the shallow glens, which is easily dominated by tall structures.  
 The complex landform of The Oa which reduces the scale of the landform. 
 The setting of individual buildings and other built features. 
 The sense of remoteness and naturalness experienced on more inaccessible 

stretches of coast 
 The visibility of skyline ridges and the containing slopes of the foothills 

orientated towards the A846  

Opportunities 
 Areas of gently graded slopes, the sides of less steep hilly ridges and more 

contained glens could accommodate the small typologies (20m – 35m) 
 Areas of more open and larger scale, simple landform, where vegetation 

pattern is relatively simple may also be able to accommodate the small-
medium typologies (35m-50m). 

Guidance on development 
There is likely to be very limited scope for the small-medium development 
typologies to be sited within this character type due to the adverse impacts likely to 
occur across several of the criteria. 

There are some opportunities for the small typology to be located on gently graded 
slopes, shallow glens and bowls of land close to farm land where a more gradual 
merging occurs with the adjacent Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16) character type. In 
these areas the land form is less complex and land cover more simple, comprising 
rough grazing land and coniferous plantations. Turbines sited in these areas should 
be set back from the sensitive coast and small features such as buildings and farms 
and the setting of archaeological features. Turbines should avoid areas of low relief 
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and high points on the skylines and could be back-clothed by rising ground thus 
minimising visual intrusion. In farmed areas, well sited turbines of less than 20m 
could be sited to reflect the scattered settlement pattern, and would fit in well with the 
scale of this landscape. Smaller turbines should be sited in accordance with the 
guidance set out in section 7 of the Main Study Report.  
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Long low ridges on the Oa, with farms tucked into 
sheltered, shallow glens

Dramatic cliffs and coastal scenery on the Oa

This landscape in the middle distance, backed by the more 
remote Moorland Plateau  (8) and with the Marginal 
Farmland Mosaic (16) in the foreground

Pasture fields backed by the low relief of the ridges on the 
Oa

Character Type 8a: Moorland Plateau with Farming 
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Character Type 9: Rocky Moorland 

Introduction
This character type is shown in the Argyll and Firth of Clyde Landscape Assessment 
as comprising the rocky knolls and irregular plateau of moorland which forms the 
higher land extending down much of the west coast of Islay. The largest area 
occupies the whole of the Rinns of Islay, where a wide band of farmed coast 
surrounds the interior moorland. Two further, much smaller, outlying areas on the 
north-west coast are characterised by irregular and visually distinctive rocky outcrop 
hills. They lie adjacent to Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16). The relief is low overall, but 
there are more prominent hills which form land mark features from a distance. 

Operational and consented wind farm development 
No operational wind turbines were noted within this character type during the site 
visit. Operational and consented wind farm developments located on the mainland 
lies beyond the 30km threshold set for the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) 
mapping shown in Figures 5-8 of the Main Study Report.
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Character Type 9: Rocky Moorland – Sensitivity assessment  

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (35m-50m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Assessment of small typology 
(20m –35m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

This landscape is found on the west 
coast of Islay. The bulk of this type 
forms the peninsula of the Rinns of 
Islay.  
The two remaining areas of this type 
are small outliers, also coastal in 
setting, which along with the northern 
edge of the Rinns, form higher, rocky 
hills which are the immediate backdrop 
to adjacent lower lying Marginal 
Mosaic Farmland (16) and provide a 
wider context for Sand Dunes and 
Machair (25). 
The Rinns is a relatively broad 
peninsula, combining a wide band of 
farmed land which extends around the 
outer edge of a more elevated 
moorland interior. 
The two outlying areas are much 
smaller. They are dominated by rocky 
moorland and are a pronounced 
contrast to the surrounding farmland. 
All these areas are very inter-visible 
with the other landscape types, 
especially looking west across the 
island, where the prominent, rugged 
hills of the Rocky Moorland (9) are 
easily identifiable features, even from a 
distance. 

The broad extent of the Rhinns of 
Islay and its relative isolation as a 
peninsula allows scope for this 
typology to be accommodated 
without impacting directly on adjacent 
landscape character types.  
The limited extent of the two outliers 
severely limits scope to 
accommodate this typology without it 
impacting on adjacent landscape 
types.  
A key sensitivity to all areas of this 
Rocky Moorland landscape type is 
their wider coastal context and 
contribution to seascape character. 

Medium The broad extent of the Rhinns of 
Islay and its relative isolation as a 
peninsula allows scope for this 
typology to be accommodated 
without impacting directly on 
adjacent landscape character 
types.  
The limited extent of the two 
outliers limits scope to 
accommodate this typology without 
it impacting on adjacent landscape 
types although turbines of this size 
would be likely to have less of an 
effect.  
A key sensitivity to all areas of this 
Rocky Moorland landscape type is 
its wider coastal context and 
contribution to seascape character. 

Medium-low 

Scale and 
openness 

On the Rinns, the long undulating 
plateau of the peninsula creates a 

There may be scope to 
accommodate this typology within the 

Medium There may be scope to 
accommodate this typology within 

Medium 
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sense of relatively extensive scale, 
although conifer woodlands limit the 
sense of openness in places. The 
undulating interior of the Rinns rises to 
about 125m although there are several 
isolated summits and groups of hills, 
the highest of which (Beinn Tart 
a’Mhill) rises only 100m higher at 
232m.
The broad coastal farmland is 
relatively open, but contains more 
complex rocky outcrops and 
occasional small river valleys. The 
indented west coast is also smaller in 
scale, and more contained around the 
small bays and inlets. 
The two outlying areas of this type are 
much lower in relief and smaller in 
scale, characterised by small rocky 
hills, the highest of which is only 92m.  

more expansive areas of more open, 
undulating relief of the interior of the 
Rhinns. 
The hills would be likely to appear 
diminished in size if the larger size of 
this typology were located nearby. 
Smaller rocky landforms and coastal 
features are likely to limit scope for 
this typology within the settled 
coastal areas of the Rinns and this 
typology would also appear very tall 
compared to the low relief and small 
hills of the two outlying areas of this 
character type.  

the more expansive areas of more 
open, undulating relief of the 
interior of the Rinns. 
Smaller rocky landforms and 
coastal features are likely to limit 
scope for this typology within the 
settled coastal areas of the Rhinns 
and this typology would also appear 
very tall compared to the low relief 
and small hills of the two outlying 
areas of this character type.  

Landform On the Rinns, the interior plateau is in 
part gently undulating plateau with 
some shallow, farmed glens, and 
punctuated by pronounced hills which 
rise steeply from the surrounding 
moor.
More complex rocky outcrops along 
the coast and across the farmed land 
contrast with the flatter, gently sloping 
fields and wetland. There are 
occasional small river valleys. 
The rocky hills on the two outliers of 
this type are very irregular in profile, 
and all the hills are relatively rugged in 
character. 
The coastal edge to the east of the 

Gently undulating landforms and 
more extensive gently graded slopes 
and shallow bowls are likely to 
provide scope for this typology. 
However, the steep slopes, rugged 
profile and the immediate setting of 
the irregular hills are a key sensitivity.
Smaller rocky outcrops, the indented 
western coastline and the setting of 
the islands are also sensitive to this 
typology.

High-med Gently undulating landforms and 
gently graded slopes are likely to 
provide scope for this typology. 
However, the steep slopes, rugged 
profile and the immediate setting of 
the irregular hills are a key 
sensitivity.
Smaller rocky outcrops, the 
indented western coastline and the 
setting of the islands are also 
sensitive to this typology. 

High-med 
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Rinns is relatively straight, but the west 
coast is heavily indented and irregular, 
with fragmented shorelines and 
islands.

Landcover  Extensive upland wet heath and large 
conifer woodlands extend down the 
interior of the Rinns. 
This contrasts with the broad swathes 
of small, improved pasture fields which 
abut the rocky outcrops around the 
edge of the Rinns. Scrub can be a 
particular feature in gulleys and upper 
valleys.  
Moorland is extensive along more 
remote stretches of the coast. 

More simple and extensive areas of 
moorland or conifer woodland would 
be less sensitive to this typology. 
However, small fields, areas of 
higher vegetation diversity and 
features such as islands are all highly 
sensitive.

Medium More simple and extensive areas of 
moorland or conifer woodland 
would be less sensitive to this 
typology.
However, small fields, areas of 
higher vegetation diversity and 
features such as islands are all 
highly sensitive. 

Medium 

Built
environment  

The farmed landscape on the Rinns is 
relatively well settled. The sheltered 
east and southwest facing coasts are 
more populated, including small 
villages such as Port Charlotte and 
Bruichladdich. On the western side, 
the farms are located away from the 
coast in shallow sheltered glens. 
The moorland interiors are not settled, 
and neither are the more remote and 
exposed parts of the coast. 
The buildings are a key feature, 
creating a pattern of often white farms 
and houses which stand out against 
the green even from a distance.  
This landscape has a number of 
archaeological sites, some of which 
are found in clusters. 
A simple narrow ring road links the 
settlements 

Within areas of little or no settlement, 
there is scope to site this typology 
without impinging on the setting and 
scale of built features. 
The height of this typology in the 
more settled landscapes means that 
the adverse scale relationship 
between this typology and buildings 
will be difficult to hide. 
The setting of villages and small 
settlements and the setting of 
archaeology, as features or in 
clusters, is a further sensitivity. 
Part of this area is accessible from 
an A class road, but the smaller 
roads might need to be widened to 
accommodate the development, 
which would be an additional 
constraint. 

Medium Within areas of little or no 
settlement, there is scope to site 
this typology without impinging on 
the setting and scale of built 
features. 
The height of even this smaller 
typology in the more settled 
landscapes means that the adverse 
scale relationship between this 
typology and buildings will be 
difficult to hide. 
The setting of villages and small 
settlements and the setting of 
archaeology, as features or in 
clusters, is a further sensitivity. 

Medium 
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The two outliers are sparsely settled, 
with a single farm and associated 
tracks. 

Perceptual 
qualities

A sense of seclusion and even 
remoteness can be experienced away 
from less settled and frequented areas. 
This is most apparent on the west 
coast and moorland dominated interior 
of the Rinns and on the two outlying 
areas. 
Roads and overhead lines extend 
around the farmed and settled Rinns.  
The interior of the Rinns also contains 
large conifer forests, associated tracks, 
occasional masts and overhead lines. 

The largely settled and farmed 
landscapes around the outer edges 
of the Rinns ensures that these areas 
are generally not experienced as 
remote or wild.
This typology could however affect 
the sense of remoteness 
experienced along stretches of the 
less accessible west coast and 
moorland interiors.  

Medium The largely settled and farmed 
landscapes around the outer edges 
of the Rinns ensures that these 
areas are generally not 
experienced as remote or wild.  
This typology could however affect 
the sense of remoteness 
experienced along stretches of the 
less accessible west coast and 
moorland interiors.  
However, as the size of turbines is 
smaller, the extent of influence is 
likely to be less than the medium-
small typology. 

Medium-low 

Visual
amenity  

This landscape, especially the east 
facing slopes of the Rinns and the 
prominent hills, is visible from across 
Islay. Viewpoints include coastal 
roads, accessible shorelines and 
settlements elsewhere in the island, 
and from a number of historic sites of 
interest. 
This landscape type forms the outer 
extent of views from the eastern side 
of the island, and the rugged hills, 
either singly or in groups are highly 
prominent and readily recognisable 
land mark features, while the long 
plateau of the Rinns is a prominent 
skyline. 
When travelling through this area, 

This typology would be widely visible 
from roads and settlements, although 
if located in the interior of the Rinns, 
this typology would be more readily 
seen from the eastern side of the 
island, and have less of a direct 
visual impact on the coast and the 
settled shallow glens of the Rinns 
itself. In the interior, it is also more 
likely that the undulating landform 
might limit views. 
The setting and rugged outlines of 
the hills are especially sensitive as 
they are easily recognisable features, 
and views from the roads on the 
Rinns down to the coast and sea are 
also highly sensitive. 

High-Med This typology would be widely 
visible from roads and settlements, 
although if located in the interior of 
the Rinns, this typology would be 
more readily seen from the eastern 
side of the island, and have less 
direct visual impacts on the coast 
and the settled shallow glens. In the 
interior, it is also more likely that eth 
undulating landform might limit 
views. 
The setting and rugged outlines of 
the hills are especially sensitive as 
they are easily recognisable 
features, and views from the roads 
on the Rinns down to the coast and 
sea are also highly sensitive.  
As the size of turbines is smaller, 

Medium 
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however, views tend to focus along the 
coast and out to sea, or across the 
shallow glens to the hills. 

the extent of visual influence is 
likely to be less than the medium-
small typology, although the same 
sensitivities apply. 

Landscape 
values 

An APQ extends along the west coast 
of this character type.  The key 
qualities of this APQ include the 
diversity of features and landform, the 
relative remoteness of the coast and 
the dramatic views along the length of 
the indented coastline. 

The extent of the APQ is relatively 
narrow and it should be possible to 
site turbines elsewhere in the LCT 
where they do not impinge on the 
diversity of coastal features or within 
views along the coastline. 
Within the APQ, however, this 
typology could be highly visible and 
distract from the sense of 
remoteness, visual drama and visual 
focus of the coast. 

High-med to 
Low

The extent of the APQ is relatively 
narrow and it should be possible to 
site turbines (and particularly 
smaller turbines) where they do not 
impinge on the diversity of coastal 
features or within views along the 
coastline. 
Within the APQ, however, this 
typology could be highly visible and 
distract from the sense of 
remoteness, visual drama and 
visual focus of the coast. 

Medium to 
Low
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Character Type 9: Rocky Moorland 

Summary of sensitivity 
This character type extends across the peninsula of the Rinns of Islay, and also forms two 
much smaller outliers on the north-west coast of Islay. They are strongly coastal landscapes, 
although the Rinns peninsula is broad enough to encompass a more upland, undulating, 
interior plateau. All areas have dramatic rugged hills that are land mark features, visible 
widely across the western parts of Islay. A broad swathe of farmland and smaller scale rocky 
outcrops extends down the east coast of the Rinns and into a series of shallow glens set 
back from the coast along the western side of this peninsula. These farmed areas are the 
focus for settlement. 

The broader scale landscape of the interior plateau of the Rinns, where conifer woodland 
and moorland extends over an undulating landform, offers some potential to accommodate 
both typologies, even in a small group. Elsewhere however, the size and shape of the 
rugged hills, the remoteness and sense of naturalness experienced along the less 
accessible coasts, the indented, small scale coastline and the farmed and settled areas, all 
of which are relatively small in scale, increase the sensitivity of this character type. This 
landscape type therefore has a Medium sensitivity to both the small-medium typology and 
the small typologies. Turbines of less than 20m in height could more readily be 
accommodated within the small scale, farmed and more settled character within this 
landscape type. 

The Rocky Moorland Mosaic character type is relatively well-settled on the Rinns. However 
settlement is limited to the farmed land and does not extend into the interior plateau. Road 
access is also limited. This character type is highly visible from other character types across 
Islay, especially from the east, but views are generally distant. The prominent rugged hills  
on the Rinns and their easily recognisable profiles area are however a key feature of the 
wider Islay landscape. Visual sensitivity was therefore judged to be High-medium for the 
small-medium typology but would be reduced to Medium for the small typology because of 
the increased opportunities for turbines of this size to be less widely visible. Turbines of less 
than 20m in height are also likely to be less visible across this character type. 

A narrow coastal strip of this landscape type is covered by an APQ and sensitivity in terms of 
landscape value would be High-medium to the small-medium typology and Medium to the 
small typology where this designation applies. Sensitivity would be low within undesignated 
areas.

Cumulative issues 
There is potential for cumulative landscape and visual effects to arise in the future with 
turbines located on the Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16). 

In the more settled areas, the regularity of farms could rapidly lead to a cluttered appearance 
if single or groups of turbines were associated with the majority of land holdings. This 
potential visual cumulative effect would be reduced if well-sited turbines of less than 20m 
were used within the settled areas, and if a consistent relationship between these small 
turbines and the farm cluster was applied to siting. Small turbines are also more readily 
visually screened by topography, buildings and woodland, which is likely to limit their 
cumulative visual impact.  
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Key cumulative issues that may arise within the Rocky Moorland are likely to include: 

 Inter-visibility between any wind turbine development located in this character type 
and wind turbines in the Marginal Mosaic Farmland (16). 

 Inter-visibility between small-medium sized turbines located on the interior plateau of 
the Rinns and smaller – less than 20m high – turbines likely to be located closer to 
farms or houses in the settled areas. 

 Where variations in the type and size of single and small groups of small turbines are 
proposed within a landscape area 

Constraints 
 The small extent of this character type where it occurs on the two outliers to the north 

west of the island.
 The setting of the rugged, rocky hills, some of which are small, and all of which 

appear larger than they really are. These are easily recognisable landmark features 
and widely visible. 

 The relatively small fields and settlements across the farmed landscapes, which 
produces a relatively small-scale landscape. 

 The coast, especially on the western and south-western coasts, where the indented 
shape and relatively small scale is highly sensitive. This is also the area where often 
more remote and semi-natural terrain contributes to landscape experience, and an 
area which has been designated as an APQ 

 The high visibility of the east facing slopes, the skyline and the profiles of the hills 
from the roads, the settlement and elsewhere on Islay.  

 The setting of settlements, archaeological features and views to the coast. The 
stretch of land between the road and the shore is especially sensitive. 

Opportunities 
 The more ‘upland’ areas along the Rinns, where the expanse of moorland or forestry 

is generally more extensive across long undulating plateau where the larger scale 
landform and vegetation pattern could accommodate both the small-medium and the 
small typologies

 The transition between this spine of moorland or forestry and the farmland fields, set 
back from the road and small settlements, where there could be opportunities to site 
the small typologies 

Guidance on development 
Opportunities for the small-medium development typology is limited to the undulating plateau 
within the Rinns, although care should be taken to site these turbines where they do not 
intrude into the setting and perceived scale of more prominent ‘landmark’ hills, impinge upon 
the coast or dominate the scale of buildings. In these generally less settled areas, the land 
form is less complex and land cover is simpler comprising rough grazing land and coniferous 
plantations. This typology could include small groups <5 turbines of this size.

There are also limited opportunities for the small typology to be located on similar terrain. 
This opportunity may extend closer to settled areas, if they can be sited where they do not 
dominate the small size of the houses or farms. 
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Turbines sited in these areas should be set back from the sensitive coast, and should avoid 
locations which are between the road and the coast. Turbines should also avoid impinging 
upon more remote coastal areas as well as small features such as buildings and farms, and 
could be back-clothed by rising ground thus minimising visual intrusion. In farmed and 
settled areas, well sited turbines of less than 20m could be sited to reflect the small scale of 
the complex landform and vegetation and settlement patterns. 

All turbines should also be located to avoid impacts on the setting of settlements and on 
archaeological features and sites. Smaller turbines should be sited in accordance with the 
guidance set out in section 7 of the Main Study Report.  
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Farmed coastal fringe with small rocky outcrops and 
scattered settlement

Small farms and more prominent hills as viewed from the 
west coast 

From Bowmore, the Rocky Moorland forms a prominent 
skyline profile. Small settlements and scattered housing  
are highly visible on the farmed fringe

The west coast farmed fringe is less settled, but small 
scale irregular rocky outcrops are prominent

The interior of undulating moorland and forestry Rocky, small scale indentations along the more rugged 
west coast

Character Type 9: Rocky Moorland 
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Landscape Character Type 10: Upland Parallel Ridges

Introduction
The Upland Parallel Ridges character type is defined in two locations to the north and south 
of Moine Mhor within the Argyll and Firth of Clyde Landscape Assessment. The southern 
area lies wholly within the Knapdale NSA and is considered separately as part of the 
assessment of the special qualities within this designated landscape. The northern area lies 
outwith the NSA and is considered separately in the sensitivity assessment that follows. 

Following field work we have reclassified an area of distinct hills within the ‘Craggy Uplands’ 
(7) at the south-western end of Loch Awe as the ‘Upland Parallel Ridges’ character type. 
These small hills form a continuation of the linear parallel ridges aligned south-west/north-
east lying to the north of Moine Mhor. Some of these small hills contain the south-eastern 
edge of Loch Craignish, extending into Glen Domhain. Others, such as the line of craggy 
conical-shaped peaks between Creag Chapuill and Sron na Saobhaidhe, form a backdrop to 
the southern shores of Loch Awe around the settlement of Ford.   

Detailed sensitivity assessments have been undertaken for the larger typologies only in the 
sensitivity assessment due to the sparsely settled nature of this character type. Smaller 
typologies are however considered in the summary section that follows.    

Operational and consented wind farm development  
No operational or consented wind farms are sited in this character sub-type.  

The operational turbines sited on Luing are visible from elevated parts of this character type 
as is the operational wind farm of An Suidhe within the adjacent ‘Craggy Upland’ (7) 
character type. The consented Carraig Gheal windfarm, also located within the adjacent 
Craggy Uplands (7), and the consented development of A’Chruach, sited in the ‘Upland 
Forest Moor Mosaic’ (6) character type, will also be visible but over fairly limited areas 
around the southern end of Loch Awe. The consented Allt Dearg wind farm located within 
the Knapdale Upland Forest Moor Mosaic (6b) will be visible more extensively from upper 
slopes and hill tops of this character type.  
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Landscape character type 10: Upland Parallel Ridges – Sensitivity assessment for larger typologies 

Topic Summary description Large scale typology 
assessment (80-130m)

Sensitivity 
rating

Medium scale typology 
assessment (50-80m)

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

This landscape is limited in extent 
and lies at a pivotal point between a 
number of surrounding landscape 
character types. The hills and ridges 
of this character type form a backdrop 
and strong contrast to the highly 
sensitive smaller scale, settled and 
richly diverse landscapes of the 
‘Craggy Coasts and Islands’ (7b), the 
‘Flat Moss and Mudflats’ (23) and the 
‘Rocky Mosaic’ (20) in the Loch Awe 
area. The contrast between character 
types is less obvious where this 
landscape merges more gradually 
with the adjacent ‘Craggy Upland’(7) 
to the east

This typology would significantly 
impact on the ‘Craggy Coasts and 
Islands’ (7b), the ‘Flat Moss and 
Mudflats’ (23) and the ‘Rocky 
Mosaic’ (20) in the Loch Awe area 
where it would be likely to be 
prominent on skylines. While 
sensitivity would be reduced to the 
east at the transition with the more 
extensive ‘Craggy Upland’ (7) 
although turbines of this size may 
still be visible from adjacent more 
sensitive areas.

High This typology would significantly 
impact on the ‘Craggy Coasts and 
Islands’ (7b), the ‘Flat Moss and 
Mudflats’ (23) and the ‘Rocky Mosaic’ 
(20) in the Loch Awe area where it 
would be likely to be prominent on 
skylines. Sensitivity would be reduced 
to the east at the transition with the 
more extensive ‘Craggy Upland’ (7).  

High-med 

Scale and 
openness 

Relief ranges from between 200m 
and 350m although the very irregular 
craggy landform provides strong 
containment limiting scale. Hills are 
predominantly small and defined. 
Scale increases to medium at the 
transition with the ‘Craggy Upland’(7) 
character type. 

Large turbines would dominate the 
scale of complex small hills, narrow 
ridges and intimately scaled valleys.  

High Large turbines would dominate the 
scale of small hills, narrow ridges and 
intimately scaled valleys. Turbines 
towards the lower height band of this 
typology would relate better to less 
complex landform where scale is 
reduced and hills are larger. 

High-med 

Landform Long parallel ridges cut by narrow 
valleys are aligned in a SW/NE grain 
– this being more pronounced at the 
coast. Ridge-tops are patterned with 
rocky outcrops and the landform has 
an overall complex and knobbly 
texture. A series of more distinctive 
hills with conical-shaped peaks lie to 

This typology would detract from 
more complex craggy landform and 
the occasional pronounced hills of 
this landscape.  Sensitivity is 
reduced away from more distinctive 
hills, the coastal edge and where 
the parallel alignment of ridges is 
less pronounced. 

High-med This typology would detract from 
more complex craggy landform and 
the occasional pronounced hills of this 
landscape.  Sensitivity is reduced 
away from more distinctive hills, the 
coastal edge and where the parallel 
alignment is less pronounced. 

High-med 
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the west of Loch Awe. This character 
type abuts Loch Craignish forming a 
steep rocky coastal edge.  

Landcover 
pattern

Rough pasture, heather and grass 
moorland form a patchy cover on 
craggy hill slopes. Coniferous forestry 
occurs in seemingly inaccessible 
areas, including mixed woodland on 
steep coastal slopes. Areas of 
wetland are present in narrow valleys 
and dips between craggy hills.  Semi-
improved pasture and traces of 
broadleaved trees pattern south 
facing slopes above the ‘Flat Moss 
and Mudflats’ (23) character type and 
the hill slopes containing Kilmartin 
Glen.

Rough textured woodlands, scrub 
and moorland accentuate the 
cragginess of the terrain and give a 
rich diversity to parts of this 
landscape although coniferous 
plantations are dense and uniform. 
Large typologies (and particularly 
large groups of turbines) would 
detract from intricately patterned 
and diverse areas of land cover 
although sensitivity is reduced 
where forestry is more extensive.    

Medium  Rough textured woodlands, scrub and 
moorland accentuate the cragginess 
of the terrain and give a rich diversity 
to parts of this landscape although 
coniferous plantations are dense and 
uniform. Large typologies (and 
particularly large groups of turbines) 
would detract from intricately 
patterned and diverse areas of land 
cover although sensitivity is reduced 
where forestry is more extensive.    

Medium 

Built
environment

This is a sparsely settled character 
type with dispersed farms sited on hill 
slopes lying on the southern fringes 
of this landscape above Moine Mhor 
and on the slopes above the glens of 
Kilmartin and Domhain. The fringes of 
this character area are rich in 
archaeological features including 
castles, standing stones, cairns and 
hill forts. 

Although the sparsely settled nature 
of this landscape reduces 
sensitivity, the limited extent of the 
character type could result in this 
typology having a significant 
influence on the setting and scale of 
settlement and archaeology sited 
on fringing hill slopes and in 
adjacent relatively well-settled 
character types. 

High There may be some limited scope to 
site turbines towards the lower height 
band of this typology to avoid 
significant influence on the setting 
and scale of settlement and 
archaeology sited on fringing hill 
slopes and in adjacent relatively well-
settled character types. 

High-med 

Perceptual 
qualities

The upland core and coastal edge of 
this landscape is largely unsettled, 
difficult to access due to the rugged 
terrain and can quickly feel secluded 
even when relatively close to the 
A816 and settlement. Forestry 
diminishes naturalness in places. 
Where this landscape lies close to the 
archaeologically rich glens of 
Kilmichael and Kilmartin a strong 
sense of place can be experienced.   

This typology would significantly 
impact on the sense of seclusion, 
naturalness and the strong sense of 
place experienced in parts of this 
landscape although more 
extensively forested areas within 
the core of these uplands would be 
less sensitive.

High-med This typology would significantly 
impact on the sense of seclusion, 
naturalness and the strong sense of 
place experienced in parts of this 
landscape although more extensively 
forested areas within the core of 
these uplands would be less 
sensitive.

High-med 
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Visual
amenity  

Views from within this landscape are 
restricted by the tight configuration 
and containment of the landform. The 
A816 tourist route is aligned through 
this landscape although views are 
restricted by landform and woodland. 
The rough terrain limits accessibility 
of hill tops which provide panoramic 
views. Views from settlement sited on 
fringing hill slopes focus outwards 
away from the core of this landscape. 
Views to this landscape are however 
significant particularly from the flat 
open landscape of Moine Mhor where 
the Upland Parallel ridges to the north 
form a rugged backdrop. This 
landscape is also important in views 
from archaeological features in the 
glens of Kilmartin and Kilmichael and 
Moine Mhor which form a focus for 
visitors. The distinctive hills to the 
west of Loch Awe form a highly 
visible backdrop to the settled loch 
fringes around Ford while the coastal 
edge is highly visible from the settled 
south-east facing shore of Loch 
Craignish which is a focus for 
recreation and sailing.

The limited extent of this character 
type would result in turbines of this 
size being highly visible on steep 
slopes and skylines of the hills 
abutting Moine Mhor, Loch 
Craignish, Loch Awe and the glens 
of Kilmartin and Kilmichael.  The 
close proximity of settlement, major 
roads, well-visited archaeological 
features, wider historic landscape 
and popular recreational areas 
(including the coast and sea) 
increases sensitivity to this 
typology.

High Although the steep slopes and 
skylines of the hills containing the 
glens and coastal fringe would also 
be highly sensitive to this typology 
there may be very limited scope to 
site turbines towards the lower height 
band of this typology to minimise 
visual intrusion on sensitive skylines 
and in views from key roads such as 
the A816. The close proximity of 
settlement, major roads, well-visited 
archaeological features, wider historic 
landscape and popular recreational 
areas (including the coast) however 
still increases sensitivity to this 
typology.

High-med 

Landscape 
Values

The southern part of this character 
type lies close to the Knapdale NSA. 
The special qualities of the NSA 
include Loch Crinan which is 
described as being...’enclosed on its 
north side by a series of miniature 
glens and hills, echoing the scale of 
Knapdale to the south but offering a 
gentle open cultivated contrast to the 

This typology would be likely to 
significantly impact on views from 
the northern part of the NSA in the 
Moine Mhor area where turbines of 
this size would be likely to be 
prominent on skylines.  
The setting to historical and cultural 
features within the NSA could be 
adversely affected.

High-Med to 
low

This typology would be likely to 
significantly impact on views from the 
northern part of the NSA in the Moine 
Mhor area where turbines of this size 
would be likely to be prominent on 
skylines.  
The setting to historical and cultural 
features within the NSA could be 
adversely affected.

High-Med to 
low
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forest....the historic and cultural 
interest of this landscape adds a 
further dimension to the scene’. This 
NSA is also described as being  ‘a 
landscape of skylines’ and the ‘360 
degree views from Dunadd’ are also 
noted as are the ‘finest examples of 
prehistoric features in the Glens of 
Kilmichael and Kilmartin’ which also 
include later elements of field 
patterns, castles, pre-improvement 
settlements and designed 
landscapes. 
The western part of this character 
type also lies within an APQ although 
the distinctive group of hills backing 
Loch Awe are not designated.  The 
scenic qualities of the APQ include 
the fragmented coast and islands, the 
strong contrast of this complex 
upland landscape with Moine Mhor 
and Loch Crinan and the setting it 
provides to Kilmartin Glen.  

Direct effects would additionally 
occur on the complex landform and 
coastal edge of this landscape if 
this typology were sited within the 
area designated an APQ.  

Direct effects would additionally occur 
on the complex landform and coastal 
edge of this landscape if this typology 
were sited within the area designated 
an APQ. 
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Character type 10: Upland Parallel Ridges 

Summary of sensitivity
This landscape comprises a distinctive series of linear ridges aligned in parallel with 
the south-west/north-east grain of the coast.  Craggy-topped hills and ridges have a 
rugged character accentuated by the mosaic of heather, grass and scrub across 
rocky hill slopes. The coastal edge against Loch Craignish is particularly rough and 
impenetrable and access is difficult throughout most of this character type.  The 
importance of this character type in forming the setting to the highly sensitive 
archaeologically rich landscapes within Moine Mhor and the glens of Kilmartin and 
Kilmichael, its context in relation to the wider seascape around Loch Craignish and 
the backdrop and setting it provides to the small scale ‘Rocky Mosaic’ (20) landscape 
around Loch Awe, increases sensitivity with a High sensitivity concluded in the 
assessment of the large typology. Sensitivity would be High-medium for the medium 
typology.

Although views are restricted from roads by the incised landform of the glens, the 
skylines formed by hills within this landscape (seen from the A816, the coast around 
Loch Craignish, important historic landscapes and the Loch Awe area) are highly 
sensitive. Visual sensitivity was concluded to be High for the large and High-
medium for the medium typologies.  

The close proximity of this landscape to the Knapdale NSA and the presence of an 
APQ covering much of the area increases sensitivity in relation to landscape values 
with High-medium sensitivity judged for both the large and medium typologies. 
Sensitivity would be low within undesignated areas.  

Smaller typologies 
The limited extent and close proximity of this character type to surrounding highly 
sensitive landscapes restricts scope for smaller turbines. Small turbines <35m high 
could relate to less complex hill slopes at the transition with the ‘Craggy Upland’ (7) 
and the ‘Rocky Mosaic’ (20) character types to the east, although distinctive hills and 
adjacent archaeological features and settlement would still be sensitive to this 
typology.

Cumulative issues 
Operational and consented wind farms in adjacent character types are visible from 
the upper slopes and hill tops of this character type. Key cumulative issues are likely 
to include: 

 Inter-visibility of large scale wind farm development located in the adjacent 
‘Craggy Upland’ (7) character type and clearly visible from the small and 
distinct hills at the southern end of Loch Awe (which appear more accessible 
for walkers) and seen within distances of around 10-16km.  

 Cumulative effects on the settled fringes of the southern end of Loch Awe in 
the Ford area, defined as ‘Rocky Mosaic’ (20), where large turbines sited 
within the uplands of this character type could appear to encircle this smaller 
scale settlement and adversely affect its setting.  
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Constraints: 
 The complex landform of long parallel ridges with hummocky slopes, rocky 

outcrops and ridge tops, cut by narrow valleys and with occasional 
pronounced craggy hills.  

 A rich archaeology evident in the many hill forts forming landmarks in views 
from roads and settlement and the immediate setting parts of this landscape 
forms to the important archaeological features set within the glens of Kilmartin 
and Kilmichael and Moine Mhor (‘Flat Moss and Mudflats’ (23) landscape 
character type).

 The backdrop of steep rugged slopes, skyline ridges and distinctive small hills 
that provide the immediate setting to the small scale ‘Rocky Mosaic’ (20) 
fringing the shores of Loch Awe in the vicinity of the settlement of Ford. 

 The strong wildland character of the unsettled and little modified coastal area 
of this character type and its role in providing a backdrop to the sensitive 
‘Craggy Coasts and Islands’ (7b) in the Loch Craignish area. 

 The close proximity of the southern part of this landscape to the Knapdale 
NSA and prominence of scarp edge slopes and skylines which back-drop the 
‘Flat Moss and Mudflats’ (23) character type which lies within the designated 
area.

Opportunities:
 No opportunities were identified for larger turbines within this part of the 

Upland Parallel Ridges.   

Guidance on development 
There is no scope to locate larger turbines within this part of the Upland Parallel 
Ridges character type due to the significant impacts that would be likely to occur 
across a wide range of sensitivity criteria.  

Small turbines <35m (single and small groups <3 turbines) could be associated with 
less complex lower hill slopes at the edge of more managed land within the ‘Rocky 
Mosaic’ (20) and the ‘Craggy Upland’ (7) but should avoid impacts on sensitive 
skylines, prominent small hills and the setting of archaeological features and 
settlements. Smaller turbines should be sited in accordance with the guidance set out 
in section 7 of the Main Study Report.  
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The wooded slopes of this character type forms a 
backdrop to the renowned archaeological features of 
Kilmartin and Kilmichael Glens   

This landscape also forms the backdrop to the Craggy 
Coast and Islands (7b) and the flat plain of Moine Mhor 
within the Knapdale NSA 

Forestry tends to mask the complex craggy landform of 
these hills – the undulating skyline of these hills mirrors 
that found within the Knapdale NSA to the south   

This landscape has a complex landform of long parallel 
ridges and occasional pronounced peaks adjacent to 
Ford at the end of Loch Awe. 

Character Type 10: Upland Parallel Ridges
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Landscape Character Type 11: Boulder Moors 

Introduction
This character type occurs only on the western tip of the Ross of Mull within Argyll 
and Bute. 

The study brief required turbines below 50m high only to be assessed on the island 
of Mull.

Operational and consented wind farm development  
There are no operational or consented wind farms located within this character type 
although a number of small turbines (under 25m height) were noted during field 
survey. Operational and consented wind farms located on mainland Argyll and Bute 
lie beyond the 30km threshold set for the ZTV maps shown in Figures 5-8 in the Main 
Study Report. 
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Character Type 11: Boulder Moors - Sensitivity assessment of smaller typologies  

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (35-50m) 

Sensitivity  
rating

Assessment of small 
typology (20-35m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

The Ross of Mull comprises a long 
narrow peninsula and this character type 
is relatively isolated being located on the 
western tip of this peninsula. The 
coastal area of this character type is 
however seen in conjunction with the 
Isle of Iona where the distinctive and 
contrasting geologies of the two can be 
appreciated. The craggy outcrops on the 
northern coast of this landscape sharply 
contrast with the smoother raised 
beaches and lower hill slopes of the 
‘Basalt Lowland’ (17) seen across Loch 
an Lathaich although a more gradual 
transition between the two types occurs 
in the Loch Assapol area.  This 
character type is also seen in 
conjunction with Loch Scridain and the 
dramatic cliffs of Ardmeanach in views 
from the B849.

Turbines of this height would detract 
from the distinct contrast that occurs 
in the Loch Na Lathaich area 
between this character type and the 
Basalt Lowlands (17) and also with 
the ‘High Stepped Basalt’ (12) of the 
dramatic Ardmeanach peninsula. 
Sensitivity would be reduced where a 
more gradual transition occurs 
between the Basalt Lowlands (17) 
and this character type to the south 
where the relief is similar and the 
pattern of small rocky outcrops less 
pronounced.  

Medium Turbines of this height would be 
less likely to impact on adjacent 
character types providing they 
were sited to avoid key views on 
the Ardmeanach Peninsula and 
across Loch Na Lathaich.   

Medium-low 

Scale and 
openness 

This landscape is characterised by 
numerous small rocky knolls and larger 
outcrop hills. Flat moorland between 
these rocky outcrops (together with the 
low relief of the small knolls) give an 
open character in parts although closer 
to the coast where the outcrops tend to 
be smaller and more numerous, 
containment is stronger and scale 
reduced. Small houses and stunted 
trees provide ready scale references 

This typology would dominate the 
very small rocky knolls and low 
buildings characteristic of much of 
this landscape. Turbines of this size 
would also appear large in relation to 
the higher outcrop hills found in the 
south and east.  

High This typology would also 
dominate the very small rocky 
knolls and low buildings 
characteristic of much of this 
landscape but would have a 
better scale relationship to the 
larger outcrop hills and more 
open and extensive moorland 
found in the south and east.  

High-med 



187

seen from the A849. Scale is increased 
where broader hills and rocky ridges 
occur in the south and east rising to 
approximately 120m. 

Landform A gently undulating to flat moorland 
plateau frequently broken by small rocky 
knolls of pink coarse-grained and open 
jointed blocky granite. The coastline is 
deeply indented with beaches of sand 
and shingle in rounded coves and 
narrow inlets. Numerous rocky islands 
pepper the coastal edge and these have 
a similar landform to the moorland 
knolls. The pattern of small rocky knolls 
tends to be more complex and 
interlocking along the coast, for example 
in the Kintra area. Larger rocky hills 
occur towards the south-east of this 
character type and these feature longer 
ridges separated by smaller areas of flat 
moorland. Narrow valleys cut into these 
hills and small pockets of flatter ground 
occasionally occur. 

This typology would detract from the 
distinctive pattern of small rocky 
knolls and the diverse coastline. The 
more extensive areas of craggy 
upland found to the south and east 
where the rock patterning is less 
complex and flatter moorland 
adjacent to broader higher hills would 
be less sensitive. 

High-med This typology would detract from 
the distinctive pattern of small 
rocky knolls and the diverse 
coastline. The more extensive 
areas of craggy upland found to 
the south and east where the 
rock patterning is less complex 
and flatter moorland adjacent to 
broader higher hills would be 
less sensitive. 

High-med 

Land cover Flatter areas comprise peat bog and 
grasses and heather moorland. Patchy 
grass and heather also occurs on rocky 
outcrops and hills while stunted birch 
woodland colonises the sheltered slopes 
of the outcrops. Small lush green 
pastures set close to settlement are 
enclosed by distinctive large stone walls 
of rounded granite boulders. Occasional 
lochs sit in shallow basins within the 
moorland areas. 

The small enclosed pastures are a 
rare and distinctive feature and would 
be sensitive to this typology sited 
within or close-by. Moorland is less 
sensitive although the setting of 
occasional lochs should be avoided. 

Medium The small enclosed pastures are 
a rare and distinctive feature 
and would be sensitive to this 
typology sited within or close-by. 
Moorland is less sensitive 
although the setting of 
occasional lochs should be 
avoided.

Medium 
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Built
environment 

Dispersed settlement generally occupies 
sheltered locations at the foot of rocky 
knolls and is also set within coves or 
narrow inlets along the coast – for 
example Kintra and Fionnphort. 
Numerous wood pole lines are a feature 
of the more settled parts of this 
landscape and there are also some 
small wind turbines. Occasional 
archaeological features are evident 
including standing stones and forts.   

This typology could affect the setting 
of settlement and archaeological 
features. Turbines could add to the 
built clutter of existing small turbines 
and wood pole lines in the more 
settled parts of this landscape. 

High-med There are greater opportunities 
to site this smaller typology to 
avoid impacts on the setting of 
settlement. Turbines could add 
to built clutter in the more settled 
parts of this landscape and 
archaeological features remain 
sensitive.

Medium 

Perceptual 
qualities

Although the Ross of Mull is relatively 
well-frequented by visitors on route to 
Iona, a strong sense of remoteness and 
naturalness can be experienced within 
some of the less accessible and 
developed coastal areas. 

Taller turbines could intrude on more 
remote and undeveloped coastal 
areas if poorly sited.  

High-med There is likely to be greater 
scope to accommodate this 
smaller typology to avoid 
impacts on more sensitive 
coastal areas.   

Medium 

Visual
amenity  

Key views from within this character 
type are from the A849, settlement, 
beaches and campsites. These views 
are generally open and extend over 
much of the more settled and lower part 
of this character type. Long views from 
the A849 and settlement at Aridhglas 
focus along Loch Poit na h-l into the 
more extensive area of moorland. The 
rim of complex rocky knolls visible along 
the northern coast is also a feature seen 
from this road. In terms of wider views, 
this landscape forms a low foreground to 
dramatic views across open sea to the 
high cliffs of Ardmeanch and distant 
Staffa and views to Iona Abbey are a 
key feature from Fionnphort and the 

The openness of much of this low-
lying landscape and the presence of 
well-used roads, settlement and 
areas used for recreation increases 
sensitivity to larger turbines. Larger 
turbines would have a greater 
potential intrusion on key views to 
Iona, Ardmeanach and the wider 
seascape.  

High There may be increased 
opportunities to locate these 
smaller turbines to minimise 
visual impact on more settled 
and frequented parts of this 
character type and on key 
views.  

High-med 
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western coastal edge.  
This character type is seen in views 
from the A849 from the ‘Basalt 
Lowlands’ (17) at Loch Na Lathaich. 
Views to this character type from the 
well-visited Abbey and eastern coast of 
Iona are also important due to their 
close proximity.  

Landscape 
Values

This landscape is designated as an 
APQ. Key special qualities are likely to 
be the distinctive knolly landform and 
rugged coastal edge of this landscape 
and the contribution it makes to the 
scenic diversity of the wider seascape 
which is appreciated in views from this 
low-lying area.

This typology would detract from the 
distinctive landform and coast of this 
landscape and could also intrude on 
views of the highly scenic wider 
seascape. Impacts could be 
minimised by siting turbines in less 
complex areas and away from key 
views of the wider seascape.  

High-med There is increased scope to site 
this typology to avoid effects on 
more distinctive landform and 
the coast and to minimise 
intrusion on key views of the 
wider seascape.  

Medium 
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Character type 11: Boulder Moors 

Summary of sensitivity
This open, low-lying landscape is found at the end of the long peninsula of the Ross 
of Mull. It has a distinctive coarse-textured landform of frequent small rocky knolls 
which outcrop over areas of flat moorland. The scale of the small rocky knolls and the 
predominantly small houses characteristic of this landscape form the principal 
constraints to taller turbines although areas of higher landform also coincide with the 
less settled areas in the south and east of this character type and offer potential 
opportunities to accommodate smaller turbines. Landscape sensitivity is judged to be 
High-medium for the small-medium typology and Medium for the small typology.

The openness of this landscape allows extensive views from the well-used A849 and 
from settlement. This landscape also forms the foreground to views of the wider 
seascape including Iona, Staffa and the sheer cliffs of the Ardmeanach Peninsula. 
Visual sensitivity would be High for the small-medium typology and High-medium 
for the small typology, reflecting the increased potential for smaller turbines to be 
sited to minimise intrusion on key views.

This landscape is designated an APQ and sensitivity in terms of landscape values 
would be High-medium for the small-medium typology and Medium for the small 
typology.

Cumulative issues 
There are no cumulative issues associated with this character type. 

Constraints:  
 The small scale of buildings and the low distinctive blocky pink granite knolls 

which outcrop within the flatter moorland and farmland.  
 The particularly complex pattern and tight concentration of rocky knolls 

generally found along the coastal peninsulas and islands which give an 
intimate scale to the landscape 

 Small, lush green pastures, enclosed by distinctive boulder walls, which stand 
out amidst duller coloured moorland and rocky outcrops.  

 Qualities of wildness experienced along the more inaccessible and 
undeveloped southern and northern coasts of this character type.  

 The cluttered appearance of the landscape in places where existing wood 
pole lines are highly visible in the more settled area and detract from the 
distinctive pattern of small rocky knolls – this could be exacerbated by 
multiple and/or poorly sited turbines. 

 Views to and from Iona Abbey from the western coastal area of this 
landscape

 The openness of this low-lying landscape which allows extensive views from 
the A849, a popular tourist route to Iona, and to the wider seascape including 
Staffa, Iona and the Ardmeanach Peninsula.

 The presence of the APQ designation particularly in relation to larger turbines 
which could impact on key special qualities.  
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Opportunities: 
 Broader, flatter areas of moorland backed by larger hills and set away from 

the more sensitive coastal edges and smaller scale rocky knolls and 
settlement.

Guidance on development 
There is no scope to site the small-medium typology within this landscape due to the 
likely significant impacts that could occur across a number of key sensitivity criteria.  

There is some limited scope to site the small typology within broader area of 
moorland and larger hills and ridges and where settlement is sparser. These areas 
generally occur in the south-eastern part of this character type. Turbines should be 
sited to relate to broader areas of moorland, but set on the edge of these areas close 
to higher ridges so back-dropped and visually tying in with existing landscape 
features. Flatter terraces and less rocky lower hill slopes also provide opportunities 
for accommodating this typology, particularly at the transition with the ‘Basalt 
Lowlands’ (17). Turbines should however be sited to avoid intrusion on sensitive 
remote coasts and key views.

Turbines above 20m high would appear very large in comparison with the small scale 
of distinctive rocky knolls and with houses, which are usually single storey, small and 
highly visible in the more settled parts of this landscape. There are however 
opportunities to site turbines below 20m high in these more settled areas although 
care should be taken to avoid small rocky outcrops (and particularly turbines being 
‘perched’ on top of knolls which increases their prominence), areas of particularly 
complex geology and small walled pastures. Turbines of this size should be sited 
away from existing wood pole lines to minimise the clutter of vertical features in this 
open landscape but should be visually associated with buildings.  

All turbines should be set back from the coastal edge and should avoid intrusion on 
key views to Iona Abbey and to the wider seascape seen in views to the north from 
the A848. Smaller turbines should be sited in accordance with the guidance set out in 
section 7 of the Main Study Report.   



192

The distinctive knolly pink granite geology of this 
landscape is instantly appreciated in views from the 
A849 on the approach to the Ross of Mull   

Small lush green pastures enclosed by boulder walls 
contrast strongly with rough open moorland and rocky 
outcrops

A repeated pattern of rocky knolls and buildings give a 
small scale to settled areas – wood pole lines stand out 
in this open landscape and appear tall in relation to the 
size of buildings   

Views to Iona Abbey from the western coastal edge of 
this landscape  

More expansive areas of moorland are set back from the 
more intimately scaled coastal edge and are edged by 
low, but more extensive hills to the east.  

Parts of the unsettled northern and southern coasts of 
this landscape have a strong sense of wildness 

Character Type 11: Boulder Moors 
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Landscape Character Type 12: High Stepped Basalt 

Introduction
This character type occurs only on Mull where it forms higher hills inland from the 
coastal fringes of the ‘Mull Basalt Lowlands’ (17). This character type also extends 
into the Loch na Keal NSA which is considered separately in the study.  

Turbines under 50m to tip height only are considered in the sensitivity assessment 
that follows as required by the study brief.  

Operational and consented wind farm development  
There is no operational or consented wind farm or turbine development within this 
character type. Operational and consented wind farm developments located on 
mainland Argyll and Bute lie beyond the 30km threshold set for the ZTV mapping 
shown in Figures 5-8 in the Main Study Report. 
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Character Type 12: High Stepped Basalt - Sensitivity assessment of smaller typologies  

Topic Summary description Assessment of small-medium 
typology (35-50m) 

Sensitivity  
rating

Assessment of small 
typology (20-35m) 

Sensitivity 
rating

Landscape 
context

This landscape forms the backdrop to 
the coastal fringes of the ‘Mull Basalt 
Lowlands’ (17) where an often gradual 
merging occurs between the two 
character types.  It also lies next to the 
‘Mull High Tops’ (2a) and is principally 
seen in conjunction with these 
mountains in the Loch Scridain area. 
The Ardmeanach Peninsula is the most 
visible part of this character type and 
plays an important role in wider 
seascape character. This landscape 
abuts the Loch na Keal NSA.  

This typology could impact on the 
Loch na Keal NSA if sited on higher 
ridges and slopes in the Loch Frisa 
and Ardmeanach areas. It could also 
affect the setting of the ‘High Tops’ 
(2a) at the head of Loch Scridain if 
sited close-by and in prominent 
locations seen in key views. The 
contrast between the ‘Mull Basalt 
Lowland’ (17) in the Loch Frisa area 
and within the less settled inland 
valleys defined as (17) in the Brolass 
area is less pronounced and the 
relative isolation and large extent of 
these areas would also minimise the 
effects of this typology on adjacent 
character types.  

Medium This typology could impact on 
the Loch na Keal NSA and on 
wider seascape character if 
sited on higher ridges and 
slopes in the Loch Frisa and 
Ardmeanach areas. It could also 
affect the setting of the ‘High 
Tops’ (2a) at the head of Loch 
Scridain if sited close-by and in 
prominent locations seen in key 
views. The contrast between the 
‘Mull Basalt Lowland’ (17) in the 
Loch Frisa area and within the 
less settled inland valleys 
defined as (17) in the Brolass 
area is less pronounced and 
these areas offer increased 
opportunities, especially for the 
small turbines of this typology 
which could be associated with 
existing built development within 
(17).  

Medium 

Scale and 
openness 

This landscape forms ridges and hills 
rising to over 400m to the north-east of 
Loch Frisa and on the Ardmeanach 
Peninsula and with hills consistently 
attaining heights of between 200 to 
300m elsewhere. It is a medium to large 
scale landscape in general although 
scale is reduced where the landform is 

This typology could fit with the scale 
of broader hills slopes and ridges 
although it would appear large in 
comparison with smaller individual 
landform features.  

Medium-low This typology could also fit with 
the scale of this landscape 
although the smaller turbines of 
this typology could appear out of 
scale with broader more open 
areas and would be better if 
visually associated with smaller 
scale features such as 

Medium-low 
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particularly complex and where narrow 
valleys cut into the hills. This landscape 
is very sparsely settled with few 
buildings providing small scale features 
although individual landform features, 
such as cliffs and defined craggy hill 
tops can be relatively small.  

settlement.  

Landform The basalt plateau of this landscape has 
weathered to form flat terraces 
separated by linear bands of rock faces 
in a ‘stepped’ formation. The landform 
however varies and is particularly 
complex with steep stepped slopes and 
cliffs occurring on the south-western 
points of the Ardmeanach peninsula 
above Loch Scridain and on the 
southern coast of the Ross of Mull to the 
west of Carsaig. Smoother, gentler 
slopes occur in the Brolass area and to 
the east of Tioran and the stepped 
profile and rocky outcrops are even less 
pronounced either side of Loch Frisa 
where smoother hill slopes and broader 
flattened ridges occur. 

The more complex craggy stepped 
landform and cliffs found on the 
Ardmeanach Peninsula and the 
south coast west of Carsaig would be 
highly sensitive to this typology. 
Smoother, gentler hill slopes and 
broader flattened ridges in the Loch 
Frisa and Brolass areas would be 
less sensitive.

Medium The more complex craggy 
stepped landform and cliffs 
found on the Ardmeanach 
Peninsula and the south coast 
west of Carsaig would be highly 
sensitive to this typology. 
Smoother, gentler hill slopes 
and broader flattened ridges in 
the Loch Frisa and Brolass 
areas would be less sensitive.   

Medium 

Land cover Bare rock on steeper slopes and with 
grass moorland on lower slopes and 
broader ridges. Extensive coniferous 
forest generally covers the smoother 
slopes and valleys of this landscape.  

This typology could be 
accommodated without significant 
impact on land cover.  

Low This typology could be 
accommodated without 
significant impact on land cover. 

Low

Built
environment 

This landscape is very sparsely settled 
with dispersed farms and houses mainly 
sited at the transition with the ‘Basalt 
Lowland’ (17) character type. There are 
few roads and tracks providing access. 
The Tioran/Killiemore area on the north 

Sensitivity to this typology is reduced 
due to the absence of settlement in 
most of this character type although 
the setting of Tioran/Killiemore and 
archaeological features in The Burg 
area would be sensitive. 

Medium-low This smaller typology would be 
likely to have a reduced impact 
on nearby settlement although 
the setting of archaeological 
features remains sensitive. 

Low
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side of Loch Scridain comprises the only 
settlement within this character type. 
Archaeological features include old 
settlements and the fort on The Burg 
(Ardmeanach). 

Perceptual 
qualities

The western part of the Ardmeanach 
Peninsula and the southern coast of the 
Brolass area have a strong sense of 
wildness due to their natural, 
undeveloped character, rugged terrain 
and limited accessibility. Long coastal 
footpaths to the Carsaig Arches and the 
Fossil Tree on Ardmeanach provide this 
experience of wildness. Forestry in other 
areas limits the sense of naturalness 
although these landscapes can often 
feel quite secluded due to the absence 
of roads and settlement.  

This typology could impact on the 
strong sense of wildness 
experienced in the western part of 
the Ardmeanach Peninsula and the 
southern coast west of Carsaig if 
sited so visible on skyline ridges, 
steep slopes or even on the 
approach to these areas.  Sensitivity 
would be reduced elsewhere within 
this character type and particularly in 
the areas more influenced by 
forestry.  

Medium  This typology could impact on 
the strong sense of wildness 
experienced in the western part 
of the Ardmeanach Peninsula 
and the southern coast west of 
Carsaig if sited so visible on 
skyline ridges, steep slopes or 
even on the approach to these 
areas.  Sensitivity would be 
reduced elsewhere within this 
character type and particularly in 
the areas more influenced by 
forestry.

Medium 

Visual
amenity  

The sparsely settled nature of this 
character type and limited accessibility 
restricts visibility from within this 
character type. There are few roads 
sited within this character type – the 
Salen to Dervaig road and the road to 
Carsaig both have very contained views. 
Views inland from the coastal footpath to 
Carsaig Arches are strongly contained. 
The coastal footpath on the 
Ardmeanach Peninsula and the B8035 
features more open views across Loch 
Scridain to the Brolass area. Forest 
cycling and walking routes are present 
in the Loch Frisa area. 
Views to the Loch Frisa and Brolass 

Turbines of this size sited on the 
steep open slopes of the 
Ardmeanach Peninsula would be 
highly visible. They could also intrude 
on views from the adjacent Loch na 
Keal area if located on higher ridges 
where they appear on the skyline. 
Turbines sited in the Brolass area 
could be visible from the promoted 
‘Scenic Route’ of the B8035 and the 
coastal path to The Burg on the 
Ardmeanach Peninsula although 
lower hill slopes and especially those 
facing away from Loch Scridain 
would be likely to be less sensitive. 
Lower ridges and hill slopes in the 

High-med Turbines of this size sited on the 
steep open slopes of the 
Ardmeanach Peninsula would 
be less intrusive but still visible 
in a context where very few built 
structures are present. There is 
greater scope to site the smaller 
turbines of this typology in the 
eastern parts of the 
Ardmeanach area where they 
could be visually associated with 
settlement and woodland.  
However even small turbines 
could intrude on views from the 
adjacent Loch na Keal area if 
located on higher ridges where 

Medium 
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area are relatively limited from adjacent 
character types and especially from the 
key routes of the A848 and A849. There 
are likely to be views of the higher 
ridges NE of Loch Frisa from the Sound 
of Mull and Movern. The Ardmeanach 
Peninsula is the most visible part of this 
character type being seen from the 
A849 and the ‘Basalt Lowlands’ (17) on 
the south coast of Loch Scridain.  

Loch Frisa area are also less visually 
sensitive.

they appear on the skyline. 
There may be increased scope 
to site the small typology to 
minimise visual intrusion in the 
Brolass and Loch Frisa areas.  

Landscape 
Values

An APQ covers the Brolass and 
Ardmeanach areas. The special 
qualities of these areas are likely to 
comprise dramatic coastal landform and 
the contribution to the wider scenic 
seascape which includes Loch Scridain 
and the mountains at the core of Mull. 
The north-western part of the Loch Frisa 
area adjoining the Loch na Keal NSA is 
also designed as an APQ, presumably 
as higher ground forms the backdrop 
and defines the viewshed to the NSA.  

This character type is found extensively 
within the Loch na Keal NSA where it 
forms particularly pronounced and 
dramatic coastal cliffs as well as rugged 
islands. The steep south-western 
Ardmeanach Peninsula forms part of the 
wider setting to this NSA.  

Turbines of this size sited within the 
APQ on the coastal fringes of Loch 
Scridain could impact on views to the 
mountainous core seen at the head 
of the loch and on the dramatic coast 
and landform of the Ardmeanach 
Peninsula and the Carsaig coast. 
Parts of the Brolass area are less 
sensitive because of their limited role 
in providing the setting to other 
landscapes within the APQ. The 
slopes providing the backdrop to the 
Loch na Keal NSA north of Loch 
Tuath, and designated as an APQ, 
would be sensitive to this typology 
and turbines should be sited so not 
visible above the ridges containing 
the Loch na Keal NSA.   

High-med to 
Low

There may be increased scope 
to site the smaller turbines of 
this typology to minimise 
intrusion on views from the Loch 
Scridain area to the mountains 
at the head of the loch. Turbines 
of this size would still impact on 
the character of the more 
dramatic coast and landform of 
the Ardmeanach Peninsula and 
the Carsaig coast however 
although small turbines towards 
the lower height band could be 
accommodated in association 
with settlement to the east. 
Parts of the Brolass area are 
less sensitive to this typology 
because of their limited role in 
providing the setting to other 
landscapes within the APQ. The 
slopes providing the backdrop to 
the Loch na Keal NSA north of 
Loch Tuath, and designated as 
an APQ, would be sensitive to 
larger turbines although there 

Medium to 
Low
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may be scope to site turbines 
towards the lower height band of 
this typology on lower slopes 
and associated with settlement 
to minimise intrusion.  
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Character type 12: High Stepped Basalt 

Summary of sensitivity
This upland landscape includes the southern part of the Ardmeanach Peninsula, the 
Brolass area and the long parallel ridges either side of Loch Frisa. It generally has a 
medium to large scale and is very sparsely populated. The relative degree of 
complexity of landform is a key limiting factor to wind turbine development although 
other constraints identified in the sensitivity assessment include potential visibility 
from the Loch na Keal NSA and the strong wildland character of the more remote 
coastal areas. There would be a Medium sensitivity to both the small-medium and 
the small typologies.

The degree of visibility of these landscape varies too although overall visibility was 
judged to be High-medium for the small-medium and Medium for the small 
typology.

The Ardmeanach Peninsula, the Brolass area and the north-western part of the Loch 
Frisa area is designated an APQ and sensitivity would be High-medium for the 
small-medium typology and Medium for the small typology, reflecting increased 
scope for smaller turbines to minimise effects on key special qualities. Sensitivity in 
terms of landscape values would be low in the remaining undesignated area around 
Loch Frisa. 

Cumulative issues 
There are no cumulative issues associated with this character type. 

Constraints:  
 Areas of complex, sheer rocky-stepped slopes on the Ardmeanach Peninsula 

and craggy-topped hills in the western parts of the Brolass area 
 Dramatic cliffs and the strong sense of wildness associated with the southern 

coast, west of Carsaig Bay. 
 Views of the Brolass area from the B8035 on the north shore of Loch 

Scridain.
 Potential intrusion of turbines on sensitive skylines above the containing 

ridges of the Loch na Keal NSA (higher ridges and backdrop slopes in the 
Loch Frisa area). 

 The APQ designation which applies to the Ardmeanach and Brolass area and 
the north-western part of the Loch Frisa area.   

Opportunities: 
 Areas with gentler hill slopes and broader, lower ridges.
 The relatively limited visibility of more contained valleys and interior hills 

within the Brolass and Loch Frisa area where settlement is sparse and there 
are few roads. 

 The very sparsely settled nature of this landscape (which increases 
opportunities for larger turbines to be accommodated whilst minimising 
conflicts of scale).

 An absence of landscape designations in part of the Loch Frisa area
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Guidance on development 
There are some limited opportunities to site the small-medium typology on less 
complex and broader areas of gently sloping ground in the Brolass and Loch Frisa 
area. Turbines should avoid craggier hills with a pronounced stepped profile and, if 
sited within the Brolass area, should not intrude on the sensitive southern coast to 
the west of Carsaig Bay. In the Loch Frisa area it will be important to avoid intrusion 
on the sensitive skylines seen above the containing ridges on the northern boundary 
of the Loch na Keal NSA. Lower slopes and ridges are more likely to offer 
opportunities to site this size of turbine to avoid such impacts.  

The small typology could also be located in the above areas although turbines of this 
size  would appear less ‘out of scale’ within this medium to large scale upland 
landscape if visually associated with more settled areas located either in this 
character type or within the adjacent ‘Mull Basalt Lowlands’ (17). 

Turbines should not be sited within the highly sensitive Ardmeanach Peninsula where 
they would detract from the complex steeply stepped landform, strong wildland 
character and also be highly visible in views from the A849. Smaller developments 
<20m height could however be accommodated on the gentler, smoother hill slopes to 
the east of Tioran provided they were associated with settlement. Turbines should be 
carefully sited to avoid intrusion on key views to the ‘Mull High Tops’ (2a) at the head 
of Loch Scridain from the B035. Smaller turbines should be sited in accordance with 
the guidance set out in section 7 of the Main Study Report.  
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Although this landscape is generally sparsely settled, 
small areas of settlement and pasture are associated 
with gentler lower hill slopes 

The dramatic sheer stepped rocky slopes of the 
Ardmeanach Peninsula seen from the A849 

Broader, less complex hill slopes occur in the Brolass 
area although occasional hill tops have distinct stepped 
rocky banding 

The southern coast of this landscape west of Carsaig 
Bay is rugged and remote 

The Loch Frisa area is extensively forested and visually 
contained and generally has a less complex landform 
than found along the coast of this character type 

The  higher hills to the south-west of Loch Frisa form a 
backdrop to the Loch na Keal NSA 

Character Type 12: High Stepped Basalt 


