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 Chapter 8.  
 
Key Theme -  
Improving our Connectivity 
and Infrastructure Together 
 
 
8.1 Introduction 
 
8.2 Transport and the infrastructure it relies 
on, such as our essential road network, 
perform a vital role in our lives. It affects 
everything we do – getting to work, 
supporting our industries, accessing 
resources and essential services, shopping, 
going on holiday, visiting family and friends, 
or just exploring. Transport is therefore a key 
driver of a modern rural economy and 
fundamental to the vitality of our settlements 
and rural communities. It is increasingly 
expensive, however, and in rural areas is a 
major contributor to carbon emissions and 
greenhouse gasses (See Monitoring 
Statement).  We therefore need to locate 
new development to better integrate with 
existing transport networks and improve our 
transport infrastructure so that it is easier and 
more appealing to use public transport and 
other modes of personal and freight transport 
which minimise resource consumption.  The 
proposed Settlement Strategy seeks to 
locate new developments in accessible areas 
and where they can best contribute to 
reducing the need to travel.  New 
technologies will also have an increasingly 
important role here in the way we conduct 
our lives such as broadband and virtual 
services. 
 
8.3 Our communities also rely on other 
forms of infrastructure such as electricity 
supply, broadband, water and waste water 
supplies.  Early consultation has suggested 
that they are in need of investment and 
upgrading in many areas if new development 
is to be acceptable in certain locations.  The 
MIR examines how the LDP can make best 
use of our existing capacity and focus any 
improvements on where they are most 
needed in order to best satisfy the plan’s 
main objectives. 
 
 
 
 

 
Key Issues for the LDP in terms of 
transport are:- 

 
To ensure integration with Regional 
and Local Transport Strategies 
covering Argyll and Bute. 
To focus investment on our road 
network where it can achieve the best 
impact; 
Improving accessibility to key services 
and facilities through better 
integration of land use and transport 
and the path network;  
Continue to advocate improvement of 
our strategic links; life line ferry and 
air services; trunk roads A82, A85, 
A83; bus and rail services; 
Enhancing our essential Ports and 
Harbours; 
Safeguarding our Airports; 
Ensuring significant new development 
contributes to improving our transport 
infrastructure; 
Setting appropriate access, street 
design and parking standards; 
Climate Change; reduce emissions 
and safeguard transportation routes 
from impacts of climate change (e.g. 
flooding of coastal routes, increased 
landslip risk): 

 
8.4 The Current Planning Policy 
Approach and Some Suggested 
Alternatives 
 
8.5 The Council does not intend to make 
major changes to its current policy approach 
to transportation issues in the LDP as it is 
considered the key issues are addressed 
well by this approach (please see Map 8.1 
that concerns the proposed priorities of our 
transport strategy). This approach will be 
given additional support through 
supplementary guidance in the form of the 
Core Path Plan (access) and the Woodland 
and Forestry Strategy (timber freight and 
access). The LDP will however have to place 
greater emphasis on the need to address the 
increasing impacts of Climate Change, Peak 
Oil and rising fuel costs – reducing emissions 
and making best use of scarce resources.   
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Map 8.1 -  Strategic Transport Network  
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ISSUE 8A 

Source: Early Consultation; Supports LDP objectives 
a), b), c), d), g), h) and i). 
 
8.6 Responding to Climate Change 
 
8.7 There are 2 key issues to be 
addressed in terms of Climate Change and 
transport; i) reduction of emissions and ii) 
mitigation of impacts such as flooding and 
landslip, particularly on strategic routes and 
links to our remote communities. 
 
8.8 Reducing emissions from transport 
sources relies on either a reduction in 
transport miles or lower emissions for the 
same distance.  The planning system 
influences the former through integrating 
development with the transport network to 
provide improved levels of accessibility as is 
supported through our current policy 
approach.  Lowering emissions, however, 
ultimately requires a shift to more 
sustainable modes of transport. For people 
this generally means a shift from car-based 
travel to walking, cycling and public 
transport. For goods, it means a shift from 
road to rail and water based transport 
wherever possible. However, in our rural 
areas we have to be realistic about the likely 
availability of public transport services and 
need to examine innovative solutions such 
as demand responsive public transport, 
small scale park and ride facilities and the 
use of future advances in technology such 
as electric cars. Whilst the LDP has a role in 
promoting and accommodating such change, 
it will be external factors, particularly rising 
fuel costs that will precipitate a significant 
demand for change. 
 
8.9 The Act sets a target of an 80% 
reduction in emissions by 2050, with an 
interim target of a 42% reduction by 2020. 
Achieving these targets will require 
coordinated action and a significant 
commitment to adapting the built 
environment to reduce energy and other  

What other ways can you suggest to 
help reduce greenhouse emissions 
generated by transportation in the 
LDP? 

resource requirements, to reducing the need 
to travel, and to provide for pedestrians and 
cyclists and travel by public transport. The 
main way that this can be achieved through 
the LDP is through a hierarchical Settlement 
Strategy that directs larger scale  
developments to our Main Towns and Key 
Settlements. This is expanded upon in 
Chapter 9 of the MIR.  
 
8.10 Mitigation of the impacts of climate 
change on the transport network also needs 
to be considered with flooding and landslips 
liable to increase.  Flooding and actions  
concerning landslip are dealt with in Chapter 
7. 
 
ISSUE 8B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Early Consultation; Supports LDP objectives 
a), e) and i). 
 
8.11 The Need to Improve our Transport 
Infrastructure in the Oban Area 
 
8.12 The Oban area has considerable 
scope for further expansion during the life of 
the LDP. This expansion however is 
dependent on having the right transportation 
infrastructure in place.  The current 
Development Plan safeguards a corridor to 
protect the preferred route of the proposed 
Oban Development Road.  Following the 
completion of detailed design works this 
corridor is proposed to be narrowed (see 
Chapter 10 of the MIR for details) with phase 
1 of the Oban Development Road intending 
to focus on town centre and traffic 
management issues, being taken forward by 
the Council’s CHORD initiative. 
 
8.13 Additional transport infrastructure is 
also required off the existing A82/A85 Trunk 
Road to allow the Dunbeg Corridor 
development (see Chapter 10 for details).  
The current economic downturn combined 
with public sector funding cutbacks makes 
funding this essential infrastructure 
challenging for the foreseeable future. 
Consequently, the Council’s preferred option 
is that all large and medium scale 
developments in the identified Dunbeg   

Do you agree with the strategic 
transport priorities identified in Map 
8.1? 

Yes, No, No Opinion, Mixed Opinion 

If no or mixed opinion, what other 
strategic transport priorities need to 
be added? 
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Corridor Development Zone will be asked 
for a specific financial contribution to be 
made towards the essential road 
infrastructure required in this area. 
 
8.14 An alternative option is to extend the 
requirement for a financial contribution to all 
scales of development within the Lorn area 
that could benefit directly or indirectly from 
the proposed infrastructure improvements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISSUE 8C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Early Consultation; Supports LDP objectives 
a), d), g) and h). 

Do you agree with the Council’s 
preferred option with regard to the 
Dunbeg Corridor? 

Yes, No, No Opinion 

If no, do you agree with the Council’s 
alternative option or do you have any 
other alternatives that could be 
considered? 
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Diagram 8.1 - The Growing Importance of ICT 

 
Diagram 8.1: Digital Highlands and Islands Overview: The growing importance of ICT (1) 

(1): Submission to BDUK for an ‘NGA Delivery Trial’: Highlands and Islands Rural Broadband Pilot  
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  8.15 Better Recognising the Importance 
of ICT Infrastructure 

8.16 Advanced, high quality, ICT 
infrastructure is an essential component of 
economic growth and efficient public 
services (see Diagram 8.1). While this is 
important throughout Argyll and Bute it’s of 
particular importance in our remoter, rural 
communities where a growing number of 
people are accessing wider markets and 
working more flexibly from home.  Fast 
broadband for example can also reduce the 
need for commuting and other business 
travel which in turn reduces CO2 emissions. 
The Council therefore will continue to 
support the expansion of the ICT network, 
through LDP policy, whilst safeguarding the 
environment. 

8.17  Delivering the Potential of our 
Existing Infrastructure 

8.18 Its not just our transport infrastructure 
that needs to be improved.  Early 
consultation has revealed that there is 
considerable concern over the capacity of 
our utility infrastructure (water, sewerage, 
electricity) to cope with new development.  
The focus of the LDP will therefore be to 
concentrate new development on where 
there is sufficient capacity or in cases where 
significant development is proposed 
developers make appropriate contributions 
to improve essential infrastructure in order to 
address any adverse impacts on local 
communities.  This is supportive of 
Settlement Strategy A (see Issue 9A). 
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Map 9.1 -  Preferred Settlement Strategy A 




