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 Chapter  2.   
 
What is a Main Issues Report 
(MIR)? 
 
2.1 The first formal stage in preparing the 
LDP is to publish and consult on a Main 
Issues Report (MIR). The MIR has been 
produced to focus on the main areas of land 
use planning policy change and stimulate 
debate on its future direction.  It is not a Draft 
Plan but instead seeks views and opinions 
on which policy direction and spatial 
development options could be included in the 
Proposed Local Development Plan (LDP) 
due to be published in January 2012 (See 
Diagram 2.1).  It should be noted that the 
contents of the MIR has no material status in 
the determination of planning applications.  

MIR document contains the following: 
 
1. Identification of the main future challenges 

our communities face and an explanation 
of the international, national and local 
context that the new LDP has to adhere 
to; 
 

2. The forming of a strategic Vision for Argyll 
and Bute’s future land use and the key 
objectives and policy themes that are 
deemed necessary to achieve it; 

 
3. The identification of main areas of change 

from the current Development Plan will be 
explored within each policy theme and 
taking account of existing planning policy; 
Main Issues will be identified and opinions 
sought on how they should best be dealt 
with in the emerging LDP;  

 
4. Opinions are sought on two alternative 

Settlement Strategies that could help 
guide development from the period of 
2013 until 2033; with a first review 
scheduled by 2018 and repeated every 
five years thereafter;  

 
5. Opinions are sought on the Council’s 

preferred and alternative spatial proposals 
that involve major change on the ground 
over the life of the LDP; 

 
6. Opinions are sought on changes to policy 

by way of possible updating, deletion, 
merging or moving to supplementary 
guidance. 

 
2.3 The identification of the spatial 
strategy and all of the main issues in the MIR 
are essentially based on the Council’s own 
assessment with the involvement of a full 
range of key stakeholders.  
 
2.4 Chapter 3 of the MIR identifies how 
the challenges and opportunities we face, the 
Vision, Key Objectives and how the areas of 
major change and issues have been 
identified for inclusion within the MIR.  
Details of this are outlined in the Monitoring 
Statement and includes monitoring 
information, details on engagement with 
Community Councils and other local 
community groups, the holding of five key 
stakeholder workshops and the results of a 
community survey and an expression of  

2.2 The MIR also highlights the major 
changes (policy and land use) that have, or 
will occur, since the current Development 
Plan (the Argyll and Bute Structure Plan 
approved in 2002 and Local Plan adopted 
2009) was produced. More specifically the  

Diagram 2.1 – Plan Preparation Stages

Preparation and then Publication of the 
Development Plan Scheme

Prepare and then publish a Monitoring 
Statement and a Main Issues Report, 

accompanied by an Environmental Report

Publication of the Proposed Plan and 
Environmental Report

Make any changes that are necessary

Submit the Plan to Scottish Ministers

Examination of the Proposed Plan by a 
Scottish Government appointed Reporter

Publication of the Post Examination 
Modifications and Proposed Plan

Planning Authority adopts the Plan and then 
publishes the adopted version of 

the Plan

Adopt and Publish Action Programme
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interest for new development sites 
consultation exercise. 

 
2.5 These expressions of interest include 
the submission of specific development 
proposals, which have been considered as 
part of preparing the MIR where appropriate. 
The assessment of these sites is detailed in 
Appendix A. 
 
2.6 In preparing the MIR, the Council has 
also engaged with and had regard to the 
views expressed by the key agencies 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), Scottish 
Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), 
The Crofters Commission, Scottish Water, 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE), 
Scottish Enterprise, Regional Transport 
Partnerships (HITRANS) and (SPT) and 
NHS Highland. The Scottish Government 
through bodies such as Transport Scotland, 
Historic Scotland and The Forestry 
Commission have also been consulted as 
part of this process.  
 
2.7 The MIR is therefore a very important 
opportunity to get involved in the forward 
planning process for Argyll and Bute to help 
guide the future direction of the proposed 
new Argyll and Bute Local Development Plan  
(LDP).  The suggested Main Issues, 
alternative policy and spatial options together 
with a series of issues/questions are listed 
throughout the MIR document.  All of the 
issues/questions are also repeated as 
Appendix D of the MIR.  If you feel we have 
left a Main Issue or relevant question out of 
the MIR there is also an opportunity to bring 
this to our attention at the end of Chapter 11. 
 
2.8 Running in parallel with the MIR is the 
required Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA). This involves ‘scoping’ 
the potential impacts on the environment of 
the outcomes that may result from the future 
settlement strategy and planning policy 
changes. An Interim Environmental Report 
has been produced for comment covering 
these issues, which highlights how 
environmental issues have been taken on 
board.  
 
2.9 The preparation of the plan will also 
link closely with that of the Council’s Local 
Housing Strategy and a number of other key 
strategies and action plans prepared by the 
Council and its Community Planning 

their potential implications for the plan are 
listed in Chapter 3 of the MIR. 
 
2.10 What Background Information is 
Available for the MIR? 
 
2.11 All the supporting information 
associated with the MIR is contained within 
the following documents which are available 
for download on the Council’s web site at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ldp 
 
1. Settlement & Site Assessment 

(Appendix A) – details all the major 
sites considered to inform the Spatial 
Strategy. It provides an initial 
assessment of their suitability for 
development and inclusion in the LDP. 

2. Supplementary guidance (Appendix B) 
– details all the supplementary guidance 
currently in place, its status for the new 
plan and any new guidance 
recommended, for example a coastal 
development strategy. 

3. Monitoring Statement and associated 
Action Plan – This focuses on what has 
changed.  Monitoring will set the 
direction for the future review of the 
LDP. 

4. A review of current Development Plan 
policies and Council recommendations 
for their renewal, deletion, merging or 
being transferred to  supplementary 
guidance contained in Appendix C. 

5. Participation and Engagement Report 
– details the actions the Council has 
taken to engage with its key 
stakeholders and what further action will 
be taken as the LDP progresses 

6. Other Background Reports include the 
Argyll and Bute Housing Need and 
Demand Assessment (HNDA), Strategic 
Housing Investment Plan (SHIP), 
Population and Household projections 
for each Council Administrative Area, 
various CHORD studies linked to the 
regeneration of five of our Main Towns, 
Council’s Open Space Audit, Town 
Centre Health Checks, Derelict and 
Vacant Survey.    

 




