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What does it mean to ‘defer’ entry to Primary school? 

Deferring your child’s entry to school means that they will start primary school one year later than 
the typical start date. 

Who is entitled to defer entry? 

All parents and carers have the legal right to defer their child’s entry to primary school if they are 
not yet 5 years old at the beginning of the start of term in August. 

In the current system in Scotland, the youngest children (those with a January or February 
birthdate) are automatically entitled to an additional year of funded early learning and childcare 
(ELC), when they defer entry to Primary 1. 

As part of this current system, children with a birthday on or after the first day of term in August 
to the end of December, can still defer their school start, but have to apply to the local authority 
to request a funded year of early learning and childcare for that year via a Deferred Entry Panel. 

This current system is changing 

From August 2021 in Argyll & Bute, as part of the pilot roll out of increased eligibility to a funded 
deferred year, all children whose 5th birthday falls on or after the first day of the school term in 
August, up until the last day in February are automatically eligible for an additional year of 
funded early learning and childcare. 

From August 2023, a change in the legislation means that all children who are eligible to defer 
will automatically be able to access an additional year of funded ELC. 

A small number local authorities have been piloting these changes in advance, to help to plan for 
the full roll out in August 2023. Argyll & Bute Council are one of the original pilot authorities. 

 
Frequently asked questions 
 
Q. How do I decide what’s best for my child? 
Choosing to defer when your child starts primary school is a big decision. 

Before you decide, it’s best to speak to your child’s ELC provider, as they will know your child 
extremely well and be able to give you informed advice and support to make the right decision for 
your child.  

You may also wish to visit the primary school your child will be attending since much of the 
learning in the early stages of primary school is now based in play which helps support transition 
for children moving from ELC into Primary 1. 

If you are still finding the decision difficult, ask your child’s ELC provider to make contact with their 
Early Years Education Support Officer. This is a member of Argyll & Bute’s Central Education Team, 
with a specialism in Early Level education, who can meet with you to discuss your child and help 
you make your decision. 

https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/can-my-child-defer-starting-school


If you are thinking about deferring your child’s Primary 1 entry, here are some things you might 
want to consider: 

• If you are worried about ‘school readiness’, then please remember, it’s not the job of the 
child to be ‘school ready’, it’s the job of the school to be ‘child ready’. 

• What feedback has the ELC setting given you? You can ask for a discussion to get advice 
from the nursery or childminder 

• If you choose to defer your child, what support and challenge will they receive from the 
ELC setting? 

• What deferral will mean when your child is older, for example when they are 12, or 16, and 
they might be one of the youngest or one of the oldest in their class.  

• What this will mean for gaining qualifications - if a child is deferred then that might mean 
they would be able to leave school at 16 without achieving any qualifications. 

• What this will mean for young people who choose to go on to further education - young 
people who did not defer entry to school will be the youngest in their year group and may 
not be able to participate in some of the social aspects of college or university life. 

Q. What if I change my mind? 

You should still enrol your child at your catchment primary school. Registration will take place 
online the week beginning Monday 17th January 2022. This also safeguards your child’s place in 
Primary 1 should you change your mind. 

Q. My child has additional support needs. Should I defer entry to P1? 

In Argyll & Bute, we are committed to the principles enshrined within GIRFEC (Getting it Right for 
Every Child). This means that any decision to defer entry into P1 should be based upon the 
individual needs of your child. There is no ‘one-size fits all’ approach or automatic deferral 
assumption.  

If starting school at this point isn’t in your child’s best interests because of their individual needs, 
then deferring entry to primary school should be considered if it is felt that an additional year of 
ELC would benefit their development. Please speak to your ELC provider, Education Support 
Officer for Early Years or school about any concerns you have for your child. 

Q. When do I have to decide? 
  
All deferred entry forms should be submitted by 21st January 2022 in the year your child would 
start school. 
 

How to Apply:  
 
You can indicate that you wish to apply for a deferred entry to P1 on the P1 application form.  
School Registration for session 2022-2023 takes place online from 17th to 21st January 2022.  
More information can be found here. 
 

 
Please note: 
The local authority offers Early Learning and Childcare in local authority, voluntary, private 
and independent sectors and will try to allocate an additional year of Early Learning and 

https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-registration-qa


Childcare according to parental choice.  However, in the best interest of the child, we believe 
that, wherever possible, it is important to access Early Learning and Childcare in the same 
place throughout your child’s Early Learning and Childcare experience to provide continuity 
and a secure learning environment. 

 
• Where parents wish to place their child/children in an establishment located outwith the 

Argyll and Bute Council area, the Early Years administrator will liaise with the appropriate 
local authority. 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU SHOULD REGISTER YOUR CHILD FOR PRIMARY 1 AT THE SCHOOL WITHIN 
YOUR CATCHMENT AREA, IRRESPECTIVE OF YOUR  WISH TO DEFER YOUR CHILD’S ENTRY, AS YOU 
MAY WISH TO WITHDRAW THE APPLICATION FOR DEFERRED ENTRY AT A LATER DATE OR IT 
MAYBE REFUSED BY THE AUTHORITY 
 
Helpline:  
A helpline has been provided by Education Service: Early Years to assist parents with information 
and advice on all aspects of Early Learning and Childcare for their child.  You can contact the 
helpline by e-mailing or telephoning as indicated below (between 9.00am – 5.00pm, Monday-
Friday): 
 

Early Years, Argyll House, Alexandra Parade, Dunoon, PA23 8AJ 
Telephone:  01369 708503, e-mail:  earlyyears@argyll-bute.gov.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Argyll and Bute Council 

 
Argyll House 

Alexandra Parade 
Dunoon 

Argyll 
PA23 8AJ 

 
Telephone: 01369 704000 

Fax: 01369 708584 
 

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 
 

If required this information leaflet can be supplied in other languages and formats.  
 Please contact the Early Years helpline. 
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