
Main Points for Action

1. The education authority should assure itself of the safety of pupils from vehicles at
the school entrance and in the playground.

The education authority had met this recommendation.

It had reviewed traffic management arrangements, erected a fence between the footpath
and entrance driveway and re-sited the bicycle rack.  School staff continued to supervise
pupils in the playground at the beginning and end of each day.  The headteacher regularly
reminded parents and others of the need for care if driving in the school grounds.

2. The school should simplify planning and improve assessment in English language,
to ensure a better focus on developing pupils’ skills.

The school had made very good progress in meeting this recommendation.

The school had improved the format for planning the English language programme. Plans
included good emphasis on pupils’ development in the full range of skills.  Teachers had
improved also their assessment of pupils’ progress, which was now well focused on
identifying the individual strengths of pupils and next steps for their learning.

3. Teachers should set consistently high expectations of pupils’ attainment and agree
how best to match tasks to the range of pupils’ ability.

The school had made very good progress in meeting this recommendation.

It now carried out initial assessment of pupils in primary one and teachers used the
information for future planning.  Subsequently, it set annual attainment targets for its pupils.
In addition, teachers had agreed a good set of approaches for maintaining high
expectations of pupils and matching tasks to the range of pupils’ ability.  They now
offered pupils better opportunities to work at an appropriate pace and be challenged in
their classwork.
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4. The headteacher should ensure that clearer targets are set for pupils receiving
support for learning and she should review these regularly.

The headteacher had made good progress in addressing this recommendation.

The school had prepared individualised educational plans, with appropriate targets, for
pupils requiring additional support for learning.  Pupils’ progress towards targets was
reviewed regularly.  The area network support teacher had also focused attention on
providing additional challenge for higher attaining pupils.  The school should refine further
its procedures for recording pupils’ progress, to give a clearer focus to progress towards
long and short-term targets.

5. The headteacher should introduce more systematic procedures for evaluating the
work of the school.

The headteacher had met this recommendation.

She had agreed with staff a monitoring and evaluation timetable for the year ahead and
had drawn up a policy statement.  The timetable indicated clearly which aspects of the
school’s work and key developments would be monitored and when.  Staff had taken
part in useful discussions of their own practice in the areas of learning and teaching and
meeting pupils’ needs.

6. The headteacher should revise the school plan, as indicated in the report.

The headteacher had met this recommendation.

The current plan and preparation for next session’s plan were well focused on a
manageable number of key priorities for the school.  Targets, responsibilities and
timescales were stated clearly and were well understood by all staff.  Teachers were fully
involved in the annual review of the success of the plan.

Very good progress had been made in addressing all of the main points for action. HM
Inspectors do not intend to make further visits to the school regarding the 1999 report.


