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Landscape Character Type 13: Rolling Farmland and Estates  
 
Introduction 
This character type occurs in four separate areas within Argyll and Bute. This assessment 
considers the areas on the mainland in the Helensburgh, Roseneath Peninsula and Toward 
Point areas only. A separate assessment has been undertaken for the ‘Bute Rolling 
Farmland and Estates’ (13a) because of its different context and the requirement of the 
study brief for turbines under 50m height only to be considered for islands within Argyll and 
Bute. 
 
This sensitivity assessment considers both larger and smaller development typologies.  
 
Operational and consented wind farm development  
There is no operational or consented wind farm development located within this character 
type. 
 
The operational Cruach Mhor wind farm is theoretically visible from the western tip of 
Toward Point at around 20km distance. The operational wind farm of Ardrossan, located in 
North Ayrshire, is visible from parts of the Toward Point but seen at distances over 20km. 
The consented Kelburn wind farm and the operational wind farm of Dalry, both located in 
North Ayrshire, may also be visible from this area. 
 
Summary of sensitivity  
The Rolling Farmland and Estates character type comprises three small low-lying areas on 
the tips of the Rosneath Peninsula, Toward Point and in the Helensburgh/Cardross area. 
They all lie in prominent locations on the edge of the Firth of Clyde. These landscapes are 
principally characterised by the presence of designed landscapes with wooded policies, 
strongly enclosed pastures and a number of landmark historic and archaeological features. 
They are backed by the more extensive hill slopes of the ‘Open Ridgeland’ (5) and ‘Steep 
Ridgeland and Mountains’ (1) landscape character types and provide a strong and scenic 
contrast with these simpler upland landscapes and the narrow sea lochs and basin of the 
Firth of Clyde.  These landscapes are also important in the contrast they provide to the more 
developed urban edge of Glasgow to the east and the Inverclyde coast. There would be a 
High landscape sensitivity to the large and medium typology due principally to the effect of 
taller turbines on the scale of the landform, its diverse vegetation cover and on settlement. 
Sensitivity would be High-medium for the small-medium typology and Medium for the small 
typology due to its better fit with the scale of the landform and settlement.  
 
These landscapes are highly visible variously from Bute, the densely settled Inverclyde coast 
and from the Firth of Clyde. Visual sensitivity would be High for the large, medium and 
small-medium typology and High-medium for the small typology, reflecting greater 
opportunities to site turbines towards the lower height band of this typology to minimise 
visual intrusion.  
 
An APQ designation covers the western part of Toward Point. Castle Toward and Rosneath 
are Inventory listed designed landscapes. Sensitivity in terms of landscape values would be 
High-medium for the large, medium and small-medium turbines but Medium for the small 
typology where smaller turbines could reduce effects on the special qualities of the 
designated area.  
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Cumulative issues 
There are no existing or consented wind farm developments located within this character 
type. Operational and consented wind farm development located in North Ayrshire is visible 
from the Toward Point area of this character type and contributes to the more developed 
character of the landscape on the southern and south-eastern coasts of the Firth of Clyde.  
 
Key cumulative landscape and visual issues include:  

• The introduction of wind farm and larger turbines in these prominent peninsulas and 
coastal areas within the wider Firth of Clyde basin would adversely affect the strong 
sense of Cowal forming the threshold to the ‘Highlands’ and the point where the 
Glasgow conurbation is left (heightened by the ferry crossing to Dunoon). The 
present contrast of the landscapes of Cowal with the more developed Inverclyde and 
North Ayrshire coast could be diminished.  

 
Constraints  

• The relatively small scale of this landscape, occasional knolly hills and more diverse 
indented coastal edge 

• The diverse pattern of enclosed fields and policy woodlands but also historic and 
archaeological built features which form occasional landmark features 

• The prominent location of these landscapes on peninsula tips and along the coast 
which increases visual sensitivity in terms of their visibility in views from the Firth of 
Clyde and its settled fringes.  

• Inventory listed designed landscapes of Castle Toward and Rosneath and an APQ 
designation covering the west side of Toward Point against Loch Striven.  
 

Opportunities 
• Gentler hill slopes with a less distinct field enclosure pattern, set back from the more 

prominent coastal edge and located at the transition with the ‘Open Ridgeland’ (5) 
and ‘Steep Ridgeland and Mountains (1) character types, which  provide 
opportunities for smaller typologies to be accommodated  
 

Guidance on development 
There is no scope for the large, medium or small-medium typology (turbines >35m height) to 
be located within this landscape type without incurring significant impacts on a number of 
sensitivity criteria.  
 
There is some very limited scope for the small typology to be accommodated at the 
transition with the adjacent more extensive upland landscapes of the ‘Open Ridgeland’ (5).  
Turbines should avoid areas with a more distinct land cover pattern including designed 
landscapes, wider policy plantings and strong enclosure pattern. They should be sited on 
higher hill slopes well away from the more visually prominent and diverse coastal edges and 
also set back slightly from farm buildings and other settlement to avoid overwhelming their 
scale. The setting of historic buildings and settlement, designed landscapes and 
archaeological features remains sensitive even to small turbines. Multiple turbines of this 
size would quickly clutter the limited extent of these landscapes and careful monitoring of 
cumulative landscape and visual effects would be necessary.  
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There is increased scope to assimilate turbines <20m high providing these are sited so they 
are visually associated with existing buildings. Smaller turbines should be sited in 
accordance with the guidance set out in section 7 of this report.  
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Landscape Character Type 13a: Bute Rolling Farmland and Estates  
 
Introduction 
This character type occurs in four separate areas within Argyll and Bute. This assessment 
considers the single area on the Isle of Bute only. A separate assessment has been 
undertaken for the areas of the Rolling Farmland and Estates character type on the 
mainland. This sensitivity assessment considers only smaller development typologies in 
accordance with the study brief.  
 
Operational and consented wind farm development  
There is no operational or consented wind farm development located within this character 
type. 
 
The operational wind farms of Ardrossan and Dalry situated in North Ayrshire are visible 
within 14km from the east coast of Bute. The consented Kelburn wind farm, located near 
these developments, is also likely to be visible from this character type. The operational 
Cruach Mhor wind farm on Cowal can also be briefly glimpsed from the A844 between 
Mount Stuart and Rothesay.  
  
Summary of sensitivity  
This relatively low-lying landscape of gently rolling small hedged pastures and extensive 
wooded policies forms a lush pastoral scene contrasting with the more rugged higher ground 
of north Bute and the exposed open landscapes of the west coast. There would be a High-
medium  landscape sensitivity to the small-medium typology due principally to the effect of 
taller turbines on the scale of the landform, its diverse vegetation cover and on settlement. 
Sensitivity would be Medium sensitivity for the small typology due to its better fit with the 
scale of the landform and settlement.  
 
Visual sensitivity is High for the small-medium typology and High-medium for the small 
typology, reflecting increased scope to site smaller turbines to minimise intrusion and benefit 
from screening by landform and woodlands. 
 
This landscape is covered by an APQ and Mount Stuart is listed in the Inventory of Gardens 
and Designed Landscapes and extends over a considerable part of this character type. 
Sensitivity in terms of landscape values would be High-medium  for the small-medium 
typology and Medium for the small typology. 
 
Cumulative issues 
There could be cumulative landscape and visual impacts with the existing and consented 
Ardrossan and Kelburn wind farms located close to the North Ayrshire coast.  
 
There could be cumulative visual impacts on views from Great Cumbrae and the Firth of 
Clyde with the larger turbines of the small-medium typology sited in this landscape being 
more likely to incur potential impacts. Cumulative landscape impacts could be associated 
with larger scale turbine development being sited on the Isle of Bute which appears largely 
undeveloped in comparison with the highly modified mainland coastal area to the east. 
Smaller turbines would be likely to have less of an effect, being clearly different in terms of 
scale with commercial developments sited on the mainland and also less visually intrusive 
provided they were well-sited in relation to the key constraints and opportunities listed below.   
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Constraints  
• The relatively small to medium scale of this low-lying gently rolling landform 

accentuated by woodlands, small enclosed fields, farms and other buildings 
• A diverse pattern of woodlands, hedged pastures and the extensive policies and 

designed landscapes of Mount Stuart and the smaller historic properties, gardens 
and parkland associated with Ascog and Kames Castle. 

• The landmark features of Lochs Fad, Quien and Ascog and the broadleaved 
woodlands on the steep scarp against Loch Fad.  

• Views from the A881 (which features dramatic views south-west to Arran) and from 
minor roads and more elevated footpaths, such as the West Island Way in the wider 
Bute area.  

• Views from North Ayrshire, Great Cumbrae and the Firth of Clyde which would be 
particularly sensitive to taller turbines.  

 
Opportunities 

• Smooth open hill slopes with a less strong small scale field enclosure pattern and the 
lower slopes backing the higher ground of the adjacent ‘Bute Open Ridgeland’ (5a).   
 

Guidance on development 
There is no scope for the small-medium typology to be located within this landscape type 
without incurring significant impacts on a number of sensitivity criteria.  
 
There is some limited scope for small turbines to be accommodated in this landscape. 
Turbines should avoid areas with a strong pattern of policy woodlands and small hedged 
fields. They should also be sited to minimise impact on the setting of settlements and 
designed landscapes and avoid significant intrusion on landmark features such as views to 
Arran from the A881, broadleaved woodlands and Lochs Fad, Quien and Ascog. Turbines 
should be visually associated with farms and other buildings, avoiding prominent hill tops 
and favouring lower hills slopes backed by the higher ground of the adjacent ‘Bute Open 
Ridgeland’ (5a).  This is a well-settled landscape with many small farms dispersed across 
the rolling farmland. Multiple turbines (and especially turbines >25m) associated with every 
farm could quickly become a dominant feature.   
 
There is increased scope to assimilate turbines <20m high providing these are sited so they 
are visually associated with existing buildings. Smaller turbines should be sited in 
accordance with the guidance set out in section 7 of this report.  
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Landscape Character Type 14: Bay Farmland  
 
Introduction 
The Bay Farmland character type extends across the broad lowland plain between 
Campbeltown and Machrihanish Bay.  
 
Operational and consented wind farm development  
There are no existing or consented wind farm developments located in this character type. 
The operational Tangy Hill I and II wind farm development lies approximately 3km from the 
northern boundary of this character type on the southern slopes of the adjacent ‘Upland 
Forest Moor Mosaic’ (6) and is visible across much of this open landscape. The operational 
Beinn an Tuirc I and II (II under construction) development also located in the ‘Upland Forest 
Moor Mosaic’ (6) character type is visible from the southern part of the Bay Farmland.   
  

 Summary of sensitivity  
 The Bay Farmland character type comprises a broad, low-lying flat and gently undulating 
 plain extending between Campbeltown and Machrinhanish Bay. It is contained by the 
 higher ground of the ‘Upland Forest Moor Mosaic’ (6) to the north  and the ‘Mull of Kintyre 
 Upland Forest Moor Mosaic’ (6c) to the south. While the landform and land cover of this 
 landscape is relatively simple, it is a well-settled landscape, regularly dotted with farms and 
 houses and this increases sensitivity in relation to the size of turbines that could be 
 accommodated. The potential for cumulative impacts with the existing Tangy and Beinn a 
 Tuirc wind farms and  effects on adjoining landscapes also increases sensitivity particularly 
 to larger typologies. This landscape has an overall High-medium sensitivity to the larger 
 development typologies. Landscape sensitivity would be reduced for the smaller  typologies 
 to Medium for the small-medium typology and Medium-low for the small  typology, 
 reflecting increased opportunity to accommodate multiple small turbines in this landscape.   

 
 This landscape is very open and highly visible from major roads and settlement. It 
 also forms the immediate hinterland to Campeltown and Machrinhanish Bay. Visual 
 sensitivity is judged to be High for the larger typologies, High-medium for the small-
 medium typology and Medium for the small typology.  

 
 This landscape is not designated and landscape values would be Low for all typologies 
 considered in the assessment. 

 
 Cumulative issues  
 The Tangy wind farm is located on the south-western edge of the Kintyre uplands and is 
 widely visible and seen in relatively close proximity across the Bay Farmland character type. 
 The Beinn a Tuirc wind farm is also visible from the southern parts of the Bay Farmland and 
 is seen in combination with Tangy. The clear association of these wind farms with the less 
 settled and more expansive upland landscape of the ‘Upland Forest-Moor Mosaic’ (6), the 
 relatively limited height of turbines (73m) and the broadness of the ‘Bay Farmland’ minimises 
 the landscape and visual impact of these developments.   

 
 Key cumulative landscape and visual issues include: 

• Larger turbines and wind farm developments sited within the Bay Farmland would be 
contrary to the established association of wind farm developments located within the 
adjacent less settled and generally more expansive ‘Upland Forest-Moor Mosaic’ (6) 
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character type  (the taller turbines within the ‘large’ typology assessed in this study 
would also be considerably larger than current operational turbines) 

• Potential effects on views from the A83 Tourist Route where wind farm developments 
sited in the Bay Farmland would be simultaneously visible in relative proximity with 
the existing Tangy wind farm. 

• Sequential visibility of operational wind farms and any potential developments sited in 
the Bay Farmland from the Kintyre Way long distance footpath which is routed on the 
southern edge of this character type and along the elevated minor road to Lussa 
Loch.  

 
 Constraints  

• The regular pattern of dispersed farms and small settlements within this landscape. 
• Small drumlin-like hills and more complex rolling landform which occurs in the 

eastern part of this landscape. 
• The arc of small interlocking hills at the transition with the ‘Upland Forest Moor 

Mosaic’ (6) to the north of this character type. 
• The close proximity of this landscape to the diverse and naturalistic ‘Sand Dunes and 

Machair’ (25) character type of Machrinhanish Bay. 
• High visibility from the A83 and also from the Campeltown Loch area.    

 
 Opportunities 

• The generally simple landform and land cover of this area and its broad extent which 
increases scale. 

• The presence of some larger scale industrial buildings which could better relate to 
the size of smaller typologies. 

• An absence of landscape designations within this character type.  
 

 Guidance on development  
There is no scope to accommodate larger scale typologies in this character type due 
principally to their effects on the scale of this landscape, which is characterised by a regular 
pattern of farms and houses providing ready scale references, and also because of the 
potential cumulative effects that would arise with existing wind farm development in the 
adjacent upland area to the north.   
 

 The small-medium typology could be sited on the edges of this character area at the 
 transition with the ‘Upland Forest Moor Mosaic’ (6) and the ‘Mull of Kintyre Upland Forest 
 Moor Mosaic’ (6c) to benefit from a backdrop of rising ground to limit visual impact. Turbines 
 should not be sited close-by the arc of more complex small hills found on the northern 
 boundary of this landscape and should avoid significant cumulative effects with the 
 operational Tangy wind farm which lies relatively close to this character type.  

 
 The small typology could also be sited on these lower transitional hill slopes but could 
 additionally be located on broader low ridges and natural breaks in slope that occur in the 
 more undulating eastern part of this landscape. They should however not  be sited on top of, 
 or next to, more pronounced small drumlin-like knolls which are prominent features in this 
 landscape. A more ordered layout would be more appropriate in the flatter western part of 
 the ‘Bay Farmland’ with groups of turbines relating to angular field and ditch boundaries. 
 There are also opportunities to site this small typology so visually associated with existing 
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 larger scale industrial buildings with the aim of concentrating development and thus reducing 
 clutter and visual impact across the Bay Farmland.  

 
 Care should be taken to avoid intrusion on sensitive coastal landscapes and on key views to 
 Campeltown from the A83 (including the dramatically steep-sided Beinn Ghuilean which 
 forms an essential part of its landscape setting). 
 
 The openness of this landscape and the relatively close visibility of the existing Tangy wind 
 farm will limit the number of small turbines that could be accommodated in terms of 
 cumulative impacts. A greater number of turbines towards the lower height band of this 
 typology (and turbines below 20m) could be more easily accommodated provided they were 
 visually associated with existing buildings/farms. Smaller turbines should be sited in 
 accordance with the guidance set out in section 7 of this report.  
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Character Type 15: Lowland Bog and Moor 
 
Introduction 
The Lowland Bog and Moor (15) landscape character type is only found on low-lying areas 
of the island of Islay within the Argyll and Firth of Clyde Landscape Assessment. This low-
lying land extends across the coastal plain south of Bowmore, the isthmus connecting the 
east and west parts of the island at Gruinart and the wetland around Loch Gorm. Due to the 
differences in context, extent, and degree of development of the landscapes within the 
Lowland Bog and Moor character type, one sub-division has been identified for the purpose 
of this study:  
 

• The ‘Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor’ (15a) which occurs on the two smaller 
areas, the isthmus at Gruinart and the shores of Loch Gorm, on Islay  

 
This section of the report is the landscape sensitivity assessment which has been 
undertaken for the main Lowland Bog and Moor (15), which extends from Bowmore south to 
Port Ellen, parallel with Laggan Bay. The Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor (15a) has 
been assessed separately. 
 
The Lowland Bog and Moor (15) forms an even more low-lying fringe to the already low relief 
of the Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16). In addition to being of very low elevation and relief, 
this landscape type is frequently wet and marshy, with small pools as well as larger lochans 
on the areas which have not been drained to create farmland. There are also areas of 
improved pasture and development in this area includes the airport. 
 
Operational and consented wind farm development 
No operational wind turbines were noted within this character type during the site visit. This 
landscape lies beyond the 30km threshold set for the ZTV maps for operational and 
consented wind farms located on the mainland of Argyll and Bute and shown in Figures 5-8 
of the Main Study Report. 

 
Summary of sensitivity 
This character type forms a low-lying and an often level plain which lies between the 
Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16) and the Sand Dunes and Machair (25) at Laggan Bay. The 
extensive wetland has in parts been drained to create improved pasture farmland, but 
lochans and small pools remain over the marshy areas. Occasional woodland is associated 
with the very sparse settlement.  
 
The Lowland Bog and Moor (15) is relatively open with a simple topography and sparse 
settlement. There is also existing development, most notably at the airport. However, the 
more natural wetlands with pools, the coast and the transition with the Sand Dunes and 
Machair (25) are sensitive to development. This landscape therefore has a Medium 
sensitivity to the small-medium typology and also a Medium sensitivity for the small 
typology. This reflects that there are likely to be some opportunities to accommodate these 
typologies with careful siting related to the more expansively farmed areas of this landscape. 
Turbines of less than 20m in height could also be accommodated within the farmed areas of 
this landscape type. 
 
The Lowland Bog and Moor (15) character type is only sparsely settled and there are also 
few roads. Key views are limited to views from the road, and the beach at Laggan Bay. 
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However, the openness of the landscape means that visibility is likely to be extensive and 
sustained. Visual sensitivity was concluded to be High-medium for the small-medium 
typology and is reduced to Medium for the small typology because of the increased scope 
for siting these turbines where views could be less prolonged, because of their smaller size. 
Turbines of less than 20m in height are likely to be less visible across the distances visible 
from the few roads within this character type. 
 
This landscape is not designated and landscape values would be Low for both typologies 
considered in the assessment. 
 
Cumulative issues 
There is limited potential for cumulative landscape and visual effects to arise in the future 
with turbines located in the adjacent Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16) character type, where 
there was some limited scope identified for the small (20m- 35m) typology. 
 
The farms which are likely to be the focus for this size of turbine are very dispersed and 
therefore cumulative visual effects are likely to be limited and manageable with careful siting 
of individual turbines and a cautious approach to numbers, which should be limited to small 
groups of no more than three. The potential visual cumulative effects would be considerably 
reduced if well-sited turbines of smaller typologies of less than 35m were used within these 
settled areas, and if a consistent relationship between these small turbines and the farm 
cluster was applied to siting. Small turbines (of less than 20m in height) are even more 
readily visually screened by low woodland, which is likely to limit their cumulative visual 
impact. 
 
Key cumulative issues that may arise within the Lowland Bog and Moor (15) are likely to 
include: 
 

• Variations in the type and size of single and small groups of small turbines proposed 
within the landscape type 

• Possible visual confusion and inconsistency in size and siting pattern with turbines 
located within the adjacent Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16) 

 
Constraints 

• The irregularity and small scale of the coastal edge west of Bowmore to Laggan 
Point 

• The sense of naturalness experienced on the coast and the more expansive 
wetlands  

• The extensive visibility over such an open landscape 
 
Opportunities 

• The extensive openness of the landscape character, which creates a strong sense of 
horizontal scale which could act as a counterpoint to vertical features 

• Extensive areas of drained farmland 
• The lack of settlement, and the presence of the airport 
• More extensive areas of this character type, especially where it merges with a areas 

of similar vegetation pattern in the adjacent Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16)  
 
Guidance on development 
There is likely to be some limited scope for both the small-medium (35m - 50m) development 
typology and some scope for the small typology (20m – 35m) to be located in association 
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with the more expansive farmland and moorland fringes within the Lowland Bog and Moor 
(15). Turbines of less than 20m could also be sited in more settled areas of this landscape. 
 
Turbines sited in these areas should be set back from the sensitive coast and more remote 
wetland areas.  
 
Visual intrusion into key views from the Rinns of Islay should be minimised through careful 
siting and consideration of visual composition. Smaller turbines should be sited in 
accordance with the guidance set out in section 7 of this report.  
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Character Type 15a: Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor 
 
Introduction 
The Lowland Bog and Moor (15) landscape character type is only found on low-lying areas 
of the island of Islay within the Argyll and Firth of Clyde Landscape Assessment. This low-
lying land extends across the coastal plain south of Bowmore, the isthmus connecting the 
east and west parts of the island at Gruinart and the wetland around Loch Gorm. Due to the 
differences in context, extent, and degree of development of the landscapes within the 
Lowland Bog and Moor character type, one sub-division has been identified for the purpose 
of this study:  
 

• The ‘Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor’ (15a) which occurs on the two smaller 
areas, the isthmus at Gruinart and the shores of Loch Gorm, on Islay  

 
This section of the report is the landscape sensitivity assessment which has been 
undertaken for the sub-type ‘Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor’ (15a).  
 
The ‘Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor’ (15a) forms an even more low-lying fringe to 
the already low relief of the Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16). In addition to being of very low 
elevation and relief, this landscape type is frequently wet and marshy, with small pools as 
well as larger lochans on the areas which have not been drained to create farmland. 
 
Operational and consented wind farm development 
No operational wind turbines were noted within this character type during the site visit. This 
landscape lies beyond the 30km threshold set for the ZTV maps for operational and 
consented wind farms located on the mainland of Argyll and Bute and shown in Figures 5-8 
of the Main Study Report. 
 
Summary of sensitivity 
This character type forms a low-lying and an often level plain which connects the two parts 
of Islay and extends along the shores of Loch Gorm. The extensive wetland dominates, 
although drained, improved pasture backs onto the tidal flats at Gruinart. Lochans and small 
pool extend over the marshy areas. Settlement is very sparse and roads are limited to the 
periphery of these areas. 
 
The Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor (15a) is very limited in extent, although it is open 
with a simple topography and sparse settlement. Any development in these locations would 
easily impact on neighbouring types and dominate the small extent of these areas. The 
sense of naturalness, the coast, the setting of Loch Gorm and the small extent of this area 
all combine to increase sensitivity. This landscape therefore has a High sensitivity to both 
the small-medium and the small typologies.  
 
The Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor (15a) character type is only sparsely settled but 
views from the elevated peripheral roads are extensive. The openness of the landscape 
means that visibility is likely to be extensive and sustained. There are also settlements on 
neighbouring character types which overlook these low-lying areas. Visual sensitivity was 
concluded to be High for both the small-medium and the small typologies. 
 
This landscape is not designated and landscape values would be Low for both typologies 
considered in the assessment. 
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Cumulative issues 
There is a little potential for cumulative landscape and visual effects to arise in the future 
because of severely limited scope for these typologies within these areas. 
 
Constraints 

• The small extent of these areas, which limits opportunities to site development 
without it impacting on the adjacent landscape types  

• The small extent of these areas, and relative containment of Gruinart in particular, 
which would be easily dominated by turbines  

• The sense of naturalness experienced on the coast, around Loch Gorm and the 
wetlands  

• The extensive and often elevated views over such an open landscape 
• The setting of Loch Gorm and the tidal flats at Loch Gruinart 

 
Opportunities 

• The openness and simplicity of the vegetation type 
• The lack of settlement within the character type, although it is recognised that 

development would have to take into account the setting of settlement overlooking 
and adjacent to this type 

 
Guidance on development 
There is no scope to site these typologies within this character sub-type due to the 
significant adverse impacts that would be likely to occur on a wide range of landscape and 
visual sensitivities.  
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Character Type 16: Marginal Farmland Mosaic 
 
Introduction 
The Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16) character type is shown in the Argyll and Firth of Clyde 
Landscape Assessment as forming the farmed fringe of the uplands on the island of Islay. It 
occupies the interior glen stretching from Port Askaig to Bridgend, and also forms a linear 
transition between the ‘Lowland Bog and Moor’ (15) and more elevated, upland character 
types, especially ‘Moorland Plateau’ (8) and ‘Rocky Moorland’ (9).  
 
A small part of Moorland Plateau (8) has been reclassified as Marginal farmland Mosaic (16) 
for the purposes of this study. Marginal Farmland Mosaic (16) has been extended east to 
include the village of Port Askaig and north east to include the knolly, settled landscape 
along the coast to Bunnahabhain, which is similar in character to the glen between Port 
Askaig and Bridgend.  
 
The relief is low, often with knolly, small scale land form, and is generally farmed with some 
moorland. It is overall a diverse landscape, but is more open and simple to the west of the 
island. 
 
Operational and consented wind turbine development 
One operational wind turbine was noted within this character type during the site visit. This 
landscape lies beyond the 30km threshold set for the ZTV mapping of operational and 
consented wind farms located on mainland Argyll and Bute.  
 
Summary of sensitivity 
This character type forms a relatively narrow, linear settled and farmed lower fringe to the 
more upland landscape types found on the island of Islay. The area is characterised by its 
very low relief. Most of this type is relatively complex and small scale, with interlocking knolls 
and low stepped ridges providing strong containment reinforced by small woodlands, fields, 
and numerous farms and houses which further emphasise its small scale. This landscape is 
simpler to the west of Gruinart, where it widens to form an undulating plateau of moorland, 
and to the east of the B8016, where there are more extensive forestry plantations and the 
landform which backs onto the Moorland Plateau (8) is more gently graded. It also appears 
more extensive, at least in terms of vegetation pattern, where it lies adjacent to Moorland 
Plateau with Farmland (8a). 
 
The low relief, the small scale, complex landform and pattern, the consistent presence of 
small features which act as scale reference points in this landscape, and its narrow extent 
and role in the wider landscape context this type increase the sensitivity of this character 
type. This landscape has a High sensitivity to the small-medium typology (35m-50m) and 
High-Medium for the small (20m-35m) typology reflecting some opportunity to 
accommodate smaller turbines at the transition with adjacent upland character types and 
across the more open and broader scale moorland areas. Turbines of less than 20m in 
height could more readily be accommodated within the small scale, diverse and more settled 
character of this landscape type. 
 
The Marginal Farmed Mosaic character type is well-settled, accommodates a network of 
narrow roads and is inter-visible with other character types, and from viewpoints across 
Islay, especially from the west. While views within the more undulating and wooded areas 
are likely to be more sporadic and intermittent, the low relief nevertheless limits opportunities 
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for reducing visibility. Key views to the coast and to the Paps of Jura are additionally 
sensitive. Visual sensitivity was concluded to be High-medium for the small-medium (35m-
50m) typology and is reduced to Medium landscape sensitivity for the small typology (20m-
35m) because of the increased opportunities for turbines of this size to be back-dropped, if 
located close to adjacent more upland areas, and partially screened by landform and 
woodland. Turbines of less than 20m in height are likely to be less visible within the areas of 
irregular, knolly landform and woodland within this character type. 
 
This landscape is not designated and landscape values would be Low for both typologies 
considered in the assessment. 
 
Cumulative issues 
There is potential for cumulative landscape and visual effects to arise in the future with 
turbines located on the Moorland Plateau with Farmland (8a) and to a lesser extent any 
turbines sited on the Rocky Moorland (9). 
 
In the more settled areas, the regularity of farms could rapidly lead to a cluttered appearance 
if single or groups of turbines were associated with the majority of land holdings. This 
potential visual cumulative effect would be reduced if well-sited turbines of less than 20m 
were used within the settled areas, and if a consistent relationship between these small 
turbines and the farm cluster was applied to siting. Small turbines are also more readily 
visually screened by topography and woodland, which is likely to limit their cumulative visual 
impact. 
 
Key cumulative issues that may arise within the Marginal Farmland Mosaic are likely to 
include: 

• Inter-visibility between any wind turbine development located in this character type 
and wind turbines in adjacent more upland character types. 

• Where variations in the type and size of single and small groups of small turbines are 
proposed within a landscape area. 

• Possible visual clutter associated with the presence of overhead wires or masts 
alongside turbines 

 
Constraints 

• The narrowness this character type which forms a linear fringe along the lower 
margins of upland areas and along the coast, where even smaller turbines could 
dominate its extent.  

• The low relief of the landscape which is easily dominated by tall structures.  
• The complex, rolling, knolly landform which in combination with woodlands and 

relatively small fields and settlements, produces a predominantly small scale 
landscape. 

• Where it occurs, the irregular knolly landform, complemented by the rich mosaic of 
land cover comprising a variety of woodlands, improved pastures, lochans and moor. 

• The high visibility of these areas from the roads, the settlement and elsewhere on 
Islay.  

• The setting of settlements, archaeological features and key views to the Paps of Jura 
and the coast. 
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Opportunities 
• Areas where the narrow fringe of the Marginal Farmed Mosaic (16) has a more 

gradual transition with adjacent upland character areas such as the Moorland 
Plateau with Farmland (8a) and Moorland Plateau (8) where the increased breadth of 
the farmed land and transition with the much higher relief of the upland areas creates 
a sense of larger scale which could accommodate the small (20m – 35m) typologies 

• Where the more open moorland and sweeping horizontal scale could accommodate 
the small (20m – 35m) typologies  

 
Guidance on development 
There is no scope for the small-medium (35m - 50m) development typologies to be sited 
within this character type due to the significant adverse impacts likely to occur across a 
range of sensitivity criteria. 
 
There are some limited opportunities for the small typology (20m – 35m) to be located both 
where the extent of the Marginal Farmland Mosaic is broader (south and east of Bowmore) 
and where a more gradual merging occurs with the adjacent Moorland Plateau with 
Farmland (8a) and the Rocky Moorland (9) character types. In these areas the land form is 
less complex and land cover more simple, comprising rough grazing land and coniferous 
plantations. Smaller turbines should be sited in accordance with the guidance set out in 
section 7 of this report.  
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Character Type 17: Mull Basalt Lowlands   
 
Introduction 
This character type is found on Mull where it generally occurs along the coastal fringe of the 
Sound of Mull, in the Gruline area and along the northern coast of Loch Scridain. It also 
occurs in a small part of Bute and this has been considered separately in the sensitivity 
assessment as ‘Bute Basalt Lowlands’ (17a) due to its consistently smaller scale and 
different context to the same landscape character type found on Mull.  
 
Turbines under 50m to tip height only are considered in the sensitivity assessment that 
follows as required by the study brief.  
 
Operational and consented wind farm development 
There is no existing wind farm development within this character type. The existing and 
consented wind farm developments of Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal located on mainland 
Argyll and Bute would be theoretically visible at distances of over 25km from the south-
eastern part of this character type. 
 
Summary of sensitivity 
This character type generally forms settled coastal fringes although it is more geographically 
extensive in the north-west of Mull. There are variations in the complexity of landform and 
scale within this character type between the more densely settled coastal fringes and the 
higher and more extensive sparsely settled low ridges and hill slopes inland. As this 
character type forms a narrow linear edge around much of Mull, there are also differences in 
the juxtaposition with other character types and the wider seascape and the detail of the 
sensitivity assessment therefore needs to be read in conjunction with this summary. 
Landscape sensitivity to the small-medium typology is judged overall to be High-medium 
and Medium to the small typology, reflecting the increased ability of smaller turbines to 
minimise impacts on adjoining character types and on the scale of the settled coastal areas.  
 
The coastal fringes of this character type are highly visible from key roads and from the sea. 
The less frequented and settled inland areas would have a reduced sensitivity in general. 
Visual sensitivity would be High-medium for the small-medium typology and Medium for the 
small typology.  
 
This landscape is partially designated an APQ and the designed landscape of Torosay 
Castle is also Inventory listed. Sensitivity in relation to landscape values would be High-
medium for the small-medium typology and Medium for the small typology although would 
be low within the majority of the character type.  
 
Cumulative issues 
No cumulative impacts with operational and consented wind farm and turbine development 
apply to this character type.  
 
Constraints 

• Areas of more complex and smaller scale landform particularly found on the north-
western coast of Mull between Glengorm Castle and Calgary Bay.  

• The high visibility of the coastal edge between the A848 and the Sound of Mull and 
views up and down the Sound from this road and from the sea. 
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• Views from the ferry on the approach to Mull and occasional glimpsed views from the 
A848, down Glen Forsa and above Salen, where this landscape forms the 
foreground to views of the ‘Mull High Tops’ (2a)  

• The setting of archaeological and historic features which are especially prominent 
around the coast. 

• The steep slopes and ridges which form the setting to Tobermory where turbines 
could intrude on skylines prominent in views from the A848 and the sea. 

• Views from the A849 where this landscape forms the foreground to views of the 
sheer cliffs of the Ardmeanach Peninsula and down Loch Scridain to the 
mountainous landscape of the ‘Mull High Tops’ (2a). 
 

Opportunities  
• Broader, lower ridges, terraces and gentle hill slopes (some of these forested) 

especially at the transition with the larger scale landscape of the ‘High Stepped 
Basalt’ (12) where turbines could also be sited to utilise a degree of visual 
containment    
 

Guidance on development 
There is some very limited scope for the small-medium typology (35m-50m) to be located 
on broader hill slopes, less complex ridges and terraces generally at the transition with the 
larger scaled ‘High Stepped Basalt’ (12) character type west of Tobermory and in the Aros 
and Brolass areas. Turbines of this size should be sited away from the coastal and loch 
edges in order to minimise impacts on these smaller scale landscapes and also avoid 
intrusion on key views up and down the Sound of Mull and in the Loch Scridain area.  
 
There is increased scope for the small typology (20m-35m) to be located in the above areas 
and at the transition with the ‘High Tops’ (2) in the Loch Don and Sound of Mull areas where 
views to the more dramatic mountain peaks would not be significantly affected.  The smaller 
scale coastal fringes would still be sensitive to this typology although turbines <20m could be 
accommodated in these areas provided they were sited close to existing buildings and were 
set back from the coastal edge and particularly avoided highly visible small promontories 
and more complex landform features.  
 
All turbines should avoid intrusion on the setting of Tobermory and on the setting of 
archaeological and historic buildings including designed landscapes. Turbines should be 
sited in accordance with the guidance set out in section 7 of this report.  
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Character Type 17a: Bute Basalt Lowlands  
 
Introduction 
This character type is found on both Mull and Bute. The Mull Basalt Lowlands (17) have 
been considered separately in the sensitivity assessment due to their different scale and 
context to the Bute Basalt Lowlands (17a). The Bute Basalt Lowlands occur in a single very 
small area on the southern tip of Bute.   
 
Operational and consented wind farm development 
No wind turbines were noted in this landscape character type during the field survey.  
 
There is likely to be some visibility of the operational and consented wind farms of Ardrossan 
and Kelburn which are located in North Ayrshire from the eastern coast and more elevated 
ground of this character type.  
 
Summary of sensitivity  
The rugged southern point of Bute is a small scale landscape of narrow parallel craggy 
ridges and low knolly hills. It is sparsely settled but forms the setting for Kilchattan and also 
features a rich archaeology. This landscape is highly visible in views to the north on Bute 
where it presents a distinct contrast with more low-lying and managed farmland and makes a 
strong contribution to the highly scenic character of the west coast of the island. There would 
be a High landscape sensitivity to the small-medium typology and a High-medium 
sensitivity to the small typology.  
 
Visual sensitivity would be High for the small-medium typology and High-medium for the 
small typology, reflecting increased scope for smaller turbines to be sited to minimise effects 
on prominent skylines.  
 
This landscape is designated an APQ and sensitivity in terms of landscape values would be 
High-medium for the small-medium typology and Medium for the small typology.     
 
Cumulative issues 
There would be cumulative landscape and visual impacts with the operational and 
consented Ardrossan and Kelburn wind farms located close to the North Ayrshire coast. 
There could be cumulative views from Great Cumbrae and the Firth of Clyde with the larger 
turbines of the small-medium typology sited in this landscape being more likely to incur 
potential impacts. Cumulative landscape impacts could be associated with larger scale 
turbine development in this less developed area and on Bute in general when considered in 
a wider context where the mainland coastal area to the east is highly modified.  
 
Constraints 

• The low relief of this area and the strong containment provided by narrow parallel 
ridges and valleys which, together with the presence of houses and small farms, 
gives a small scale to the landscape.  

• The diverse landform of rocky indented coastline, craggy ridges and prominent 
steep-sloped conical hills. 

• Views to this area from the A844, a well-used tourist route, and from the West Island 
Way footpath which is aligned through this area.  

• The extensive remains of St Blane’s Church which is well-visited and located in an 
elevated position within the small hills of this landscape.  
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• Small enclosed pastures found on the west coast of Bute and seen in the foreground 
of spectacular views over the Sound of Bute to the mountains of north Arran. 

• The APQ designation which applies to this landscape.  
 
Opportunities 

• Gentler hill slopes on the northern edge of this landscape and small pockets of 
slacker landform and natural terraces close to farms.  
 

Guidance on development 
There is no scope for siting the small-medium typology within this character type without 
incurring significant adverse landscape and visual impacts on a number of key sensitivity 
criteria.  
 
There is very limited opportunity for the small typology to be sited in this landscape. 
Turbines should be sited away from more remote coastal areas, instead favouring areas 
where they can be clearly associated with more settled areas. Turbines should avoid 
prominent hill tops and ridges and be located on lower gentler hill slopes and natural breaks 
in slope away from more complex craggy landform features and where a backdrop of rising 
ground may limit intrusion. The setting of archaeological features and, in particular, St 
Blane’s Church, would be highly sensitive to intrusion of turbines visible on immediate 
ridgelines. Turbines should also avoid the small pastures between the minor road/public car 
park and the west coast of this area which form the foreground to views to Arran.  It is likely 
that turbines towards the lower height band of this typology would be more able to fit with the 
scale of this landscape and minimise visual intrusion. Turbines should be sited in 
accordance with the guidance set out in section 7 of this report.  
 




