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Gott Bay Waste Transfer Station, Tiree
Significant storm damage was sustained at the Gott Bay Waste Transfer Station on Tiree, including damage to the rear wall, roller shutter door and sections of the roof.
The facility is an important part of waste management arrangements for Coll and Tiree, and the damage has the potential to disrupt waste collection, disposal and recycling operations.
Property colleagues and waste management officers have been working together to arrange repairs, with a contractor instructed to progress the necessary works. Subject to confirmation of arrangements, repairs are anticipated to commence during the week beginning 2 November.
The facility remains usable during calm weather, although operations are being kept under review and temporary closure may be necessary should wind conditions deteriorate.
The longer-term future of the building, including the potential requirement for a replacement facility, will also be considered in the context of the developing waste strategy.
Oban Harbour Revision Order Approved
The Argyll and Bute Council (Oban) Harbour Revision Order 2026 came into force on 23 October, following approval by Scottish Ministers. The Order establishes the Council's wider statutory harbour authority arrangements for Oban Bay and represents a significant milestone in improving marine safety and supporting the future management of the harbour.
The new arrangements will support the safe and efficient operation of Oban Bay for commercial, passenger and recreational vessels, with no significant immediate changes anticipated for harbour users.
Further information is available in the Council's news release.
Orchy Bridge maintenance
Work on the Orchy Bridge, at Bridge of Orchy, will take place from 2 to 13 November. Repairs will include grouting and pointing a crack on the upstream west side of the bridge, followed by lifting and relaying the kerb slabs to reduce water ingress.
Three-way temporary traffic lights and signage will be in place while Geo-Rope is on site. As the bridge is a Category B listed structure, we have consulted Historic Environment Scotland to help ensure we engaged a contractor following best conservation practice.  Please allow extra time for your journey. Thank you for your patience.
Storm damage
There were a number of issues across OLI, these included incidents on the A849 at Salen, Lochdon, Pennygown, Scalastle and Ardura, together with the B8073 at Ulva Ferry and the A816 near Kilmelford.
At Oban, flood gates were closed as a precaution against coastal flooding during the storm.
A number of follow-up matters remain, including a tree entangled in power cables at Crannaig a Mhinister, a partially fallen tree affecting a footpath at Haggards Brae, and a tree affecting telecommunications cables at Achnacloich Road.
A follow-up inspection is also required on the A816 north of Arduaine to assess the embankment following the clearance of stones from the carriageway.
Roads updates
Surfacing works are scheduled to commence on the A816 at Arduaine during the week beginning 2 November.

	
Kilcreggan Pier 

Kilcreggan Pier sustained significant damage during Storm Boelo over the weekend, resulting in the temporary suspension of ferry services between Kilcreggan and Gourock. Approximately six tonnes of rubble and debris were deposited on the pier by the force of the waves, alongside damage to decking and other infrastructure.
Council teams and contractors worked urgently throughout the week to clear debris, undertake safety inspections and carry out the necessary repairs. This included repairs to the decking, checks on the underlying structure and associated electrical and water infrastructure.

Following these efforts, Kilcreggan Pier reopened on the morning of Friday 30 October, with the necessary inspections and repairs completed to allow it to return to service. A further dive inspection is being arranged to assess the underwater structure.

The Council has acknowledged the considerable efforts of everyone involved in restoring the pier to service so quickly, recognising its importance to the local community and ferry users.
Further information is available in the Council's updated news release.

A814 Cat’s Castle 

The A814 at Cat’s Castle has now reopened following flooding associated with Storm Boelo.
Investigations identified a blockage within the existing stone culvert, with specialist drainage contractors attending to assist with clearance works. Teams have undertaken extensive investigations and clearance efforts, including excavation of the road to access the culvert.

The blockage has been identified on private land and remains unresolved. However, with no significant adverse weather forecast over the weekend, the road has been reopened.
Officers will continue to explore options for addressing the blockage, alongside consideration of the wider catchment area and capacity of the existing drainage infrastructure to identify potential longer-term solutions.

Storm damage

In addition to the information above coastal infrastructure damage has also been recorded at Ardpeaton on the B833, where seawall damage has exposed vehicle restraint system foundations, opposite the Claymore Hotel at Arrochar, and near School Road in Kilcreggan. 

Other incidents included fallen trees on the B833 at Mambeg and Rosneath Caravan Park, both recorded as complete, and a fallen tree affecting overhead cables on the B832 at Muirlands, where clearance is dependent on SSE making the site safe.


	
Storm damage 

The majority of the recorded fallen-tree incidents and initial flooding reports across MAKI have been resolved, including incidents at Tayvallich, Cairnbaan, Crinan, Carradale, Southend, Torrisdale and the A846 on Islay.

A number of more substantial issues remain:
· Inveraray: Storm damage to the seawall south of the public toilets requires assessment 
· Carradale: Flooding and road surface damage on the B879 require further patching, although no culvert damage was identified.
· Tangy Road: Embankment erosion has restricted access to smaller vehicles, with reinforcement works required.
· Ellary Road: Verge material was washed out and wall coping stones displaced. Further reinstatement is required.
· Ardrishaig: Debris is obstructing a culvert inlet on East Bank Road. Clearance is expected during the week beginning 2 November, subject to water levels and precautions around cables within the culvert.
· Machrihanish and Southend: Coastal debris clearance and associated follow-up works remain necessary.


Roads updates 

Road surfacing works at Tayvallich have been completed. The surfacing team will move on to Kilberry, with works scheduled from Wednesday 4 to Friday 6 November.

	
Sandbank and Glen Morag Play Park Improvements

The contractor, Kompan, has advised that improvement works at Sandbank and Glen Morag play parks are provisionally scheduled to commence during the week beginning 4 January 2027. This date remains subject to weather conditions and any unforeseen delays.

Cothouse Bridge

The planned waterproofing and structural repair works at Cothouse Bridge have been rescheduled to March 2027 following discussions with the contractor. Delays to mobilisation and scaffolding arrangements would have pushed the specialist works further into the winter, increasing risks associated with adverse weather, water levels and the quality of the repairs.
The revised programme will allow the works to be undertaken in more suitable conditions. The scheme remains fully committed and funded, with the contractor confirming that the revised start date will not affect the agreed tender price. Public communications are being updated accordingly.

Storm damage

Storm Boelo resulted in a number of road closures across Cowal, with teams working to restore access as quickly as possible.
The A815 at Lazaretto Point was closed after a boat was washed ashore, with its mast projecting over the carriageway. The obstruction was addressed and the road reopened by Wednesday 28 October.
The C10 Loch Striven road was also closed following erosion and the washout of rock armour (rip-rap). 

Teams undertook works to make the affected section safe, allowing the road to reopen. The reopening was particularly important in facilitating a scheduled burial in the area.
Both roads have now reopened following the Council's response to the storm damage.

At Largiemore on the B8000, a section of carriageway and verge was washed out. Road plates have been installed, with works planned for the following week to reinstate the rock armour and verge.
Seawall damage was also reported at Hunters Quay and West Bay in Dunoon, with further assessment and clearance works required. Flooding at Innellan was cleared by the standby team.

On Bute at Stuart Street, near its junction with Marine Road, a culvert failure caused damage to the carriageway and resulted in a road closure. Approximately 18 metres of culvert require replacement, with works to be programmed subject to resources.

On the A844 at Ettrick Bay, road subsidence was reported. The verge has been made safe and the road remains open
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