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Bus service improvements 
Minor timetable changes will take effect from 19 October, with the afternoon Service 918 between Oban and Fort William being withdrawn. The Council-supported Service 405 will continue to operate between Oban High School and Duror, maintaining existing school transport connections and timings.
The change reflects increased commercial competition on the Oban–Fort William corridor, including the introduction of Ember services. With a stronger commercial market now operating, continued public subsidy of the 918 is no longer considered justified.
A wider package of improvements will begin from 24 November, including:
· Additional services to Achlonan, Taynuilt.
· New summer services to Kerrera Ferry and Gallanachmore.
· Increased services along Nant Drive.
· Half-hourly services into Dunbeg village, replacing the current hourly frequency.
West Coast Motors is also planning significant investment in electric buses, supported by Scottish Government funding, with approximately 84% of the tendered Oban and Lorn network expected to transition from diesel over the next year.
Some gaps in provision remain, including Dalavich and access to McCaig's Tower, but the revised network represents an overall improvement in local bus provision.
Gribun Rocks, Mull
The tender process is ongoing, with a significant number of clarification questions received from prospective contractors. These are being addressed as part of the procurement process ahead of tender submissions and evaluation.
B845, North of Connel Bridge
A fallen tree has damaged a bridge parapet on the B845. Temporary safety barriers have been installed, and arrangements are progressing for removal of the tree and repairs to the damaged parapet.
Arduaine planned surfacing works
Planned road improvement works at Arduaine have been postponed due to delays in the availability of materials. The scheme has been rescheduled to commence on 2 November, although this introduces a risk of further disruption from adverse weather conditions as we move into the winter period.
Craignure shore power repairs
Repairs to the shore power connection used by the Loch Frisa have been completed following a fault with the charging cable. The connection is now fully operational. Officers are exploring options for holding a spare replacement socket locally to minimise disruption in the event of future faults.
Lady of Lismore 
The Lady of Lismore remains in dry dock while her annual inspection and engine refit are completed. Progress reports from the boatyard remain positive, with the vessel expected to return to the water shortly. A relief vessel continues to operate the service in the meantime.

	
Bin collections, Tigh Dearg Road, Kilcreggan

Following concerns raised by local residents, a review has been undertaken of waste collection arrangements at Tigh Dearg Road. The road is narrow and lacks a suitable turning area for a refuse collection vehicle (RCV), meaning it cannot be safely serviced by the collection fleet. As a result, existing road-end collection arrangements will remain in place.

Roads updates

Resurfacing works at the junction of East Clyde Street and Old Luss Road in Helensburgh have been completed, marking the conclusion of this year's capital resurfacing programme in the area. Footway patching works have also been undertaken around schools in Garelochhead and Cardross, improving the condition of pedestrian routes in these locations.

Helensburgh Pier inspections

Preparations are progressing for a specialist dive survey as part of the pier's Principal Inspection, which will assess the structure both above and below water. Shearwater Marine Services are expected to undertake the underwater inspection during the week commencing 26 October, subject to weather conditions.


	
A816 Bealach Mòr

Tender appraisal is ongoing, with three bids received for the appointment of specialist consultants to progress the permanent road realignment scheme. The commission will include further ground investigations, business case development, environmental assessments and design work, taking the project towards the procurement of construction works.

Port Charlotte footbridge

Works to replace the footbridge are progressing well, with the project continuing to move forward as planned.

Roads updates

Works are scheduled to take place at Tayvallich and Lochgair next week, before the programme moves into Kintyre during November. Progressing capital resurfacing works this late in the year carries an increased risk of weather-related delays, which could affect delivery of the remaining programme.




	
Cothouse Bridge

Essential maintenance works to prolong the life of the bridge are now expected to commence towards the end of October, slightly later than originally programmed. The works will involve repairs to the concrete bridge deck and underside, new waterproofing and resurfacing. The bridge and access to Cothouse service station will remain open under temporary traffic management, with one lane closed at a time. The programme remains subject to the extent of repairs identified and weather conditions.

Roads updates

Resurfacing works on the A8003 at Tighnabruaich were completed on Monday 12 October, with associated verge reinstatement works progressing throughout the remainder of the week to complete the scheme.

Dunoon and Rothesay linkspan inspections 

Routine structural inspections of the ferry linkspans are scheduled for 27 October at Dunoon and 28 October at Rothesay, with the latter taking place overnight. The inspections form part of the ongoing maintenance regime, helping to identify any emerging issues. 



	
Winter salt stocks

The final delivery of road salt ahead of winter is scheduled to arrive in Oban on Tuesday 20 October, completing the Council's pre-winter stock replenishment programme. This will bring total salt stocks across Argyll and Bute to approximately 12,000 tonnes, providing a strong starting position for the winter maintenance season.
Fuel theft in other local authorities 

A number of other local authorities have recently reported incidents of fuel theft from operational depots. No similar incidents have been reported within Argyll and Bute. 

Burials and cremations

Nine burials are scheduled for this week, with a further eight programmed for next week. There are also 17 cremations scheduled. A review and upgrade of the BACAS management system is planned for the end of this week.

Council ferries – card payment upgrades

Upgrades to handheld ticketing equipment are scheduled across all Council-operated ferry services between 18 and 24 October. The improvements will enable the devices to accept card payments, with on-site training and support provided to ferry staff during implementation.








How it works – Road-end bin collections

Argyll and Bute Council provides household waste collection services across a large and predominantly rural area. This includes a network of smaller roads and private accesses where the characteristics of the road can influence how collections are carried out.

What does the legislation say?

Section 45 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 places a duty on councils to arrange for the collection of household waste. The legislation also recognises that some locations may be so isolated or inaccessible that the cost of collecting waste would be unreasonably high, provided adequate alternative disposal arrangements are available or can reasonably be expected to be made.

Section 46 provides councils with powers to specify how and where household waste containers should be presented for collection.

How are collection arrangements determined?

When assessing whether a road is suitable for refuse collection vehicles, officers consider several factors:

· Road condition: The strength and condition of the road surface, including potholes, uneven surfaces, weak edges and other defects which could damage collection vehicles.
· Road width and access: Whether there is sufficient space for a large refuse collection vehicle to travel safely, including consideration of overhanging trees and other obstructions.
· Turning facilities: Whether a vehicle can turn safely at the end of the road, avoiding the need for lengthy or potentially hazardous reversing manoeuvres.
· Operational costs: The potential for vehicle damage, increased maintenance costs, vehicle downtime and disruption to the wider collection service.

Refuse collection vehicles are large, heavy vehicles which operate across extensive routes each day. Their safe and reliable operation depends on roads being suitable for their size, weight and manoeuvring requirements.

Why are road-end collections used?

Where the condition or layout of a road makes direct collection unsuitable, the Council can establish an appropriate collection point, normally at the road end.

This allows residents to access the household waste collection service while protecting collection vehicles, supporting the safety of crews and other road users, and maintaining reliable services across the wider area.

Collection arrangements are reviewed where circumstances change, with decisions informed by the condition of the road, safe vehicle access and the practical requirements of the collection service.
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