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Lady of Lismore
Further positive progress has been made with the Lady of Lismore as she approaches her return to service following her annual maintenance period.
The vessel was inspected by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) on Friday, with a positive outcome and only minor matters identified. New engines have also been installed, with the vessel now progressing through trials to test their performance and reliability.
This represents another important milestone towards the vessel's return to service, subject to the satisfactory completion of the remaining trials and checks.
Black Lynn Burn
Progress is being made on arrangements to undertake repairs to the flap valves at the Black Lynn Burn, with the Council now approaching the award of a contract for the necessary works.
The flap valves are an important part of the local drainage infrastructure, helping to manage water levels and reduce the risk of flooding. They operate as one-way valves, opening to allow water from the drainage system to discharge into the burn, while closing when water levels in the burn rise to prevent water flowing back into the drainage network.
Where these valves are damaged or not operating correctly, the drainage system can become vulnerable to water backing up during periods of heavy rainfall or high water levels, potentially contributing to localised flooding.
Further updates will be provided as the works progress.


	
Arrochar War Memorial

As part of preparations for the forthcoming Remembrance commemorations, damage has been identified to the Celtic cross at the top of Arrochar War Memorial. The cross has been removed and taken away for repair and preparation ahead of being securely reattached to the memorial.
Arrangements are being progressed to reinstate the cross, recognising the importance of the memorial to the local community, particularly at this time of year.


	
A816 Bealach Mor

A report is being presented to the Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee today (9 October), providing an update on progress towards a permanent solution for the A816 at Bealach Mor, following the major landslip in October 2023.

The Council approved £1.1 million in September 2025 to progress the necessary business case, technical investigations, environmental assessments and design work. This funding relates to the development phase rather than construction of the permanent solution.

The project presents significant engineering challenges due to the unstable hillside, complex ground conditions and sensitive surrounding environment. Previous investigations have confirmed that simply widening the temporary bypass would not provide a suitable long-term solution, with a more substantial realignment of the road required.

Progress has been made on the technical and environmental requirements, and a tender has now been issued to appoint specialist consultants to progress the business case, further investigations and design development. Appointment is anticipated in early 2027.

The permanent construction works are currently estimated to cost between £7.25 million and £8.5 million, with delivery anticipated within the 2029–2032 period, subject to further design, funding and statutory approvals.

In the meantime, work continues to improve the resilience of the existing traffic management arrangements, including progressing a permanent electrical supply for the traffic signals and strengthening the arrangements for responding to incidents and any future need to use the emergency bypass.



Ardrishaig playparks 

Further progress has been made on the Council's play park improvement programme, with the proposed packages of improvement works now agreed for the two remaining play parks in Ardrishaig, King George V (KGV) and Bay View.

This follows recent engagement with the local community to discuss the proposals and identify priorities for investment at both locations.

With the scope of works now finalised, the next stage will be to progress the packages to tender, inviting contractors to submit proposals for delivering the improvements.



	
Bogleha Civic Amenity Site

Amenity Services teams have recently undertaken a programme of tree and vegetation management works around the Bogleha Civic Amenity Site in Dunoon, improving the appearance and general condition of the surrounding area.

The works have focused on cutting back overgrown vegetation, managing trees and clearing accumulated growth which had contributed to an untidy appearance around the site. The improvements have helped to open up the area, creating a cleaner, tidier and more welcoming environment for those using the facility.

As well as improving the visual appearance of the site, this type of routine maintenance plays an important role in preventing vegetation from becoming increasingly difficult to manage and helps maintain the overall condition of Council land and facilities.

The work is a good example of the smaller-scale improvements being delivered by our operational teams alongside their regular service commitments. While these activities may not always attract the same attention as larger projects, they make a noticeable difference to the appearance and upkeep of our facilities and the wider local environment.

	
Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Fund

Work is progressing on the next phase of the Council's electric vehicle charging infrastructure programme, supported by an allocation of £1.033 million from the Scottish Government's Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Fund (EVIF).

A meeting has been arranged with Transport Scotland in Helensburgh on 4 November to discuss the release of the funding and the next steps in progressing the programme.

In parallel, officers are finalising proposals for the future development of the Council's public EV charging network, including the identification and prioritisation of potential investment locations across Argyll and Bute.

Reports will be presented to all four Area Committees in November, providing an opportunity to consider the emerging proposals and proposed charging locations within each area. 

These will inform a further report to the Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee in December, which will seek to confirm the preferred locations and establish the way forward for delivery of the programme.

War Memorials

With Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day approaching, Roads and Infrastructure Services is turning its attention to the preparation of war memorials and their surrounding areas across Argyll and Bute, ensuring that these important community spaces are presented to an appropriate standard ahead of the annual commemorations.
Our Amenity Services teams have an important role in supporting these occasions, undertaking seasonal maintenance and tidying works at war memorials and associated public spaces throughout the area. Preparations include grass cutting where required, removal of weeds and vegetation, litter collection, sweeping and general tidying of memorial grounds, pathways and surrounding landscaped areas.

Particular attention is given to the condition and presentation of the areas immediately surrounding memorials, including access routes and spaces used by those attending remembrance services. With autumn well underway, the removal of fallen leaves and other seasonal debris is also an important part of the preparations.
The work requires careful coordination alongside the teams' wider autumn maintenance commitments, including leaf clearance, grounds maintenance and other seasonal activities. 

Local teams will prioritise the relevant locations in advance of Remembrance Sunday on 8 November and Armistice Day on Wednesday 11 November, taking account of local commemorative arrangements.





How it works: Road construction consent, road bonds and road adoption

When new housing developments are constructed, the roads and footways serving those developments are generally provided by the developer rather than the Council. Although these roads may eventually become part of the public road network, they do not automatically become the Council's responsibility simply because houses have been completed and occupied.

There are statutory processes governing how new roads are approved, constructed and ultimately adopted, with an important distinction between the responsibilities of the developer and those of the Council as Roads Authority.
Road Construction Consent (RCC)

The construction of new roads in Scotland is governed principally by the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984. Under Section 21 of the Act, developers must obtain Road Construction Consent (RCC) before constructing a new road or extending an existing road.

RCC is separate from planning permission and involves a technical assessment of the proposed infrastructure, including road layout, construction standards, drainage, footways, street lighting and road safety.

The granting of RCC establishes the standards to which the road must be constructed. Responsibility for delivering the works in accordance with the approved consent rests with the developer, not the Council.

Importantly, Section 21 also provides the Council with enforcement powers where works do not comply with the consent, including the ability to require deficiencies to be addressed. However, the existence of these powers does not mean that the Council automatically assumes responsibility for completing or repairing a developer's road.

Road bonds

Section 17 of the 1984 Act provides for financial security, commonly referred to as a Road Bond, in connection with qualifying housing developments. The detailed arrangements are set out in the Security for Private Road Works (Scotland) Regulations 1985.

A Road Bond provides financial security against the possibility of a developer failing to complete the road infrastructure to the required standard. This is particularly important where houses have been sold and occupied but roads, footways or other infrastructure remain unfinished.

Where a developer fails to fulfil their obligations, the legislation provides mechanisms through which the Council may intervene and recover the costs of qualifying works from the financial security provided.

However, a Road Bond is not an automatic commitment by the Council to undertake outstanding works whenever defects arise. The developer remains primarily responsible for completing the infrastructure, and any intervention by the Council must be considered in accordance with the relevant statutory provisions.

Road adoption 

Section 16 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 provides the statutory framework for applications to have qualifying private roads added to the Council's list of public roads.

Before a road can be adopted, it must satisfy the relevant statutory requirements, including compliance with the approved Road Construction Consent and applicable construction standards.

Once a road is adopted, the Council assumes responsibility for its future maintenance at public expense. Adoption does not necessarily involve the Council acquiring ownership of the land, but it does create an ongoing maintenance liability.

This is why compliance with the approved standards is so important. If the Council were to accept responsibility for roads with outstanding defects, inadequate drainage or substandard construction, the cost of addressing those deficiencies could ultimately fall on the public purse rather than the developer responsible for the works.

Summary

These statutory arrangements establish a clear division of responsibilities. Developers are responsible for constructing the roads associated with their developments to the required standard. The Council's role is to assess and regulate that construction, exercise its statutory powers where appropriate, and ensure that the relevant requirements are satisfied before roads are brought into public maintenance.

The fact that a road is being used by residents does not, in itself, mean that it has been adopted or that responsibility for its condition has transferred to the Council.

While the Council has powers to intervene in certain circumstances, these are not a substitute for developers fulfilling their obligations.
Ultimately, the RCC, Road Bond and adoption processes are intended to protect residents, maintain appropriate standards of road infrastructure and ensure that the costs of completing new development roads do not fall unnecessarily on the public purse.
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