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Black Lynn Burn Japanese Knotweed Treatment
Treatment commenced on Monday, with operatives individually injecting each knotweed stem. As the affected area is adjacent to the watercourse, spraying is not appropriate, meaning the treatment has to be undertaken manually on a stem-by-stem basis. This is a particularly labour-intensive operation but allows the knotweed to be treated in a controlled and targeted manner.
Oban Cliffs Rock Stabilisation Works
The Council is progressing remedial works to address rock instability on Council-owned land behind Oban Distillery. Following investigation and design work with Fairhurst, the project has now reached tender stage, with a site inspection involving prospective contractors scheduled for Monday 5 October. Subject to the tender process, it is hoped that the required stabilisation works can be completed before Christmas.
Mull Rally Traffic Management
The Temporary Traffic Regulation Order (TTRO) required for the Mull Rally has now been made, with the associated statutory notices due to be advertised next week ahead of the event in October.
Clachan Bridge Traffic Survey 
The traffic monitoring equipment installed at Clachan Bridge was found to have been dislodged. The equipment has now been reset and monitoring is continuing. A reasonable amount of survey data had already been captured prior to the issue, so it is not expected to significantly affect the overall exercise.
Luing and Easdale Strategic Outline Case Community Engagement 
Community drop-in sessions will take place next week as part of the Luing and Easdale Strategic Outline Case. Residents will have an opportunity to review recent survey findings, discuss transport challenges and provide feedback to Stantec and Mott MacDonald on future connectivity options. 
Sessions will be held on Easdale on Tuesday 29 September (3:45pm–6:45pm) and Luing on Wednesday 30 September (1pm–3pm and 5pm–7pm). Feedback will help inform the ongoing appraisal of future vessel and infrastructure options for both islands.

	
Cove War Memorial National Award 

Cove War Memorial has been named the national “Champion of Champions” in Legion Scotland’s 2026 Best Kept War Memorial Competition, following its earlier success as the best-kept memorial in Argyll and Bute. The award recognises a considerable community effort involving local volunteers, the Royal British Legion Scotland and others, alongside support from the Council’s gardening team. A very positive result and recognition of the collective effort involved in maintaining the memorial to such a high standard.

Roads updates

Resurfacing works on the A817 Haul Road and Camperdown Court have been completed this week. Preparation works are now underway on Back Road, Clynder, ahead of resurfacing commencing on Monday. Works will then move to the B872 Whistlefield Road from Tuesday, with the road closed between 8:30am and 4pm daily until 2 October to allow resurfacing works to be completed.


	
Colonsay Waste Collections

General waste collection was brought forward and completed ahead of our sole operative on the island going on annual leave. Arrangements are in place to provide cover for the normal recycling collection while he is away.

Port Askaig Ferry Slip  Follow-on Works 
Further works at Port Askaig are due to commence on Monday, involving the installation of a steel protection plate at the bottom of the ferry slip. The works are expected to take around two to three days. The linkspan will be used while the works are undertaken, and no significant disruption to ferry operations is anticipated.

	
Roads updates

Resurfacing works are continuing on the B8000 in Cowal this week and into next week. On Bute, roads teams are currently focused on routine revenue maintenance works across the island.

	
Floral Bedding 

Preparations for next year’s floral bedding programme are progressing, with the tender due to be issued shortly

Traffic & Development Staffing Update 

Two new Service Officers (Traffic & Development) are due to commence next week, providing additional capacity within the service. Their initial period will focus on induction and training before moving into their full range of duties. Further recruitment is also planned, with the intention to progress the two Assistant posts, the Bute & Cowal Traffic Officer vacancy and the permanent Parking Supervisor posts from mid-October.

Roads Reconstruction Programme 

Good progress is being made in catching up with the roads reconstruction programme, with the majority of planned schemes now expected to be completed by the end of October. 

Regular updates are provided on the Council website here. 
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