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Black Lynn Burn – Japanese Knotweed Treatment
Following completion of specialist training, Council operatives will begin stem-injection treatment of Japanese knotweed at Black Lynn Burn next week. The treatment targets individual knotweed stems directly and forms part of the ongoing programme to manage invasive species along the burn.
The works are being undertaken by newly trained in-house staff, building the Council’s own capability to manage Japanese knotweed and other invasive species.
Gribun Rockfall – Mull
Work continues to progress at the Gribun rockfall site on Mull, with the works tender due to be published on the Council’s tender portal next week. This will allow the procurement process to commence for the required works at the site.
Lismore Ferry Service
The Lady of Lismore will enter dry dock on Monday for her scheduled annual maintenance programme. An alternative vessel will operate the Lismore route during this period to maintain continuity of the ferry service while the works are undertaken.
Roads 
Capital resurfacing works will continue on Lismore, with the programme focused on improving road condition and addressing priority sections of the island network.



	
Crematorium Service

Staffing pressures at the crematorium may require some temporary adjustments to service capacity during October, including potentially limiting the number of bookings that can be accommodated. The position will be kept under review, with every effort made to maintain normal service provision.
Should any temporary changes be required, funeral directors will be advised as far in advance as possible to allow appropriate arrangements to be made.

Blackhill Civic Amenity Site

A break-in occurred at Blackhill Civic Amenity Site overnight. Police have attended the site and the incident is being investigated. Any damage or losses arising from the incident are being assessed, with any necessary follow-up action to be taken.

Luss Seawall Repair

The Bridge Squad will be carrying out repair works to the seawall at Luss next week. Works will focus on addressing areas of deterioration and maintaining the integrity of the structure, helping to protect the adjacent road infrastructure and ensure its continued resilience.

Roads

Capital resurfacing works will commence at Camperdown Court from 21 September, alongside ongoing routine road maintenance activity across the area.


	
Bus Infrastructure Improvements

We are continuing to progress a number of bus infrastructure projects across the area. The contract for a Road Safety Audit at the Loch Fyne Oysters site is about to be awarded, supporting the development of the proposed new bus stop and associated lay-by.
Land transactions are also progressing at West Loch Tarbert and Caol Ila on Islay to enable delivery of new bus stops at both locations.

Gartbreck Landfill Site

Arrangements are being progressed to install Starlink internet connectivity at Gartbreck Landfill Site ahead of staff relocating to the site. Starlink uses a satellite-based connection and is particularly suited to remote and rural locations where conventional fixed-line broadband can be limited or difficult to provide.

The installation will provide staff with a reliable, higher-speed internet connection to support day-to-day operations and access to Council systems once the move to Gartbreck takes place.



Roads

On Islay and Jura teams will undertake pothole repairs and ditching works in the north of Jura, alongside preparatory works for the forthcoming capital resurfacing scheme between Port Mhor and Nerabus on Islay.

In Mid Argyll and Kintyre routine road maintenance will continue across the area, responding to identified defects and carrying out general network upkeep.



	
Royal Visit – Isle of Bute

Roads and Infrastructure Services teams supported preparations for the visit of the Duke and Duchess of Rothesay to Bute on Thursday. Staff worked alongside colleagues and partners in the lead-up to the visit to help ensure that the island and the areas included in the programme were well presented and ready for the occasion.
The visit included engagements at Bute Shinty Club, Ettrick Bay and the Anchor Tavern in Port Bannatyne and provided an excellent opportunity to showcase Bute and its communities to a national audience.

Roads

Capital resurfacing works will continue on the B800, improving the condition and durability of this section of the road network.

On Bute teams will continue general road maintenance, with a focus on pothole repairs and clearing/maintaining drainage outlets to help keep the network resilient as we move into the wetter autumn period.

Cothouse Bridge Improvement Works
A contract for improvement works at Cothouse Bridge has been awarded, with works expected to begin in the second week of October. The scheme will include concrete repairs, new bridge deck waterproofing and resurfacing, together with repairs to the underside and elevations of the structure.

The works will be undertaken one lane at a time, allowing the bridge to remain open to traffic throughout, with access to Cothouse Services maintained. Works are currently expected to be completed by the end of the year, subject to weather conditions and the extent of any additional repairs identified once the existing bridge deck is exposed.

	
Cemeteries

Four burials are scheduled across the area next week. The relatively quiet burial programme will allow cemetery teams to focus on routine grounds maintenance and general housekeeping, including tidying burial areas, vegetation management and other seasonal maintenance across cemetery sites.
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