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	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre, and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Salen bin collections
Unfortunately scheduled bin collections in the Salen area on Mull have been delayed this week. Crews will be out on Sunday to catch up.
Iona bin collections

Officers are progressing revised waste collection arrangements for properties located immediately beyond the ferry terminal on Iona. The current collection method requires a 26-tonne refuse vehicle to reverse for more than 100 metres, creating an unacceptable operational risk. Proposals are therefore being developed to introduce a road-end collection point, with engagement continuing with affected residents to ensure the new arrangements are implemented as sensitively as possible
Roads updates
The planned evening surfacing works in Oban town centre have been postponed and will be rescheduled due to material supply issues and the availability of specialist plant. Site preparation works have been completed and revised dates will be confirmed once new arrangements are finalised.
Instead, next week the team will focus on works on the road out to Ganavan. 
Tobermory flood study

A flood alleviation study will commence in Tobermory during July, focusing on the Ledaig Car Park area. Funded through Crown Estate monies, the study will investigate potential options to reduce flood risk and provide information on the feasibility, costs and potential delivery of future improvement works. Initial topographical and drainage surveys will begin in early July, with further utility and seabed surveys to follow later in the month.

	
Roads updates

Surfacing works at Albert Drive will complete today. 

Next week the team will move on to cyclic grass cutting along the A814, alongside revenue-funded patching works across the area.

Streetlighting Kilcreggan

A replacement street lighting column will also be installed on Argyll Road, Kilcreggan, following the removal of the previous column by Scottish Power.

Helensburgh public convenience 

Following the successful installation of roller shutter doors to protect the charging infrastructure from vandalism, we are now liaising with the contractor to agree a programme for the repair of the damaged charging equipment. 

Once repairs are complete, it is anticipated that we can reinstate charging, with the new shutters providing long-term protection against further vandalism.


	
A83 surfacing works

BEAR Scotland has confirmed that overnight resurfacing works on the A83 through Campbeltown will take place between 5 and 10 July, subject to weather. Works will be undertaken at a number of locations, including Kinloch Road, Millknowe Road and Hall Street, with overnight traffic management measures including temporary traffic signals, convoy working and road closures with hourly amnesty periods. The works are intended to improve road condition and safety

Roads updates 

Strengthening and resurfacing works at Laphroaig has been ongoing this week. 

Surface dressing operations have now concluded in Kintyre with the B842, B843, Low Askomil and Glenbarr being treated. 

Deferred set Jura

Final preparations are being made this week for the deferred delayed set surfacing works to commence next Monday on Jura. The programme will see sections of road both north and south of Craighouse resurfaced using a delayed set material.

The Kintyre Roads team will be supporting colleagues on Jura to deliver the works and trial this surfacing method, which offers a practical solution for island locations where the transportation of conventional hot asphalt is not feasible due to travel times. If successful, the approach could provide a valuable option for maintaining road surfaces on Jura and other harder to reach communities.

Mid Argyll shinty pitch

On behalf of Property colleagues we’ve also been working this week on repairs to the shinty pitch. 



	
Sandbank Play Park

Following a successful meeting with Sandbank Community Trust yesterday, the Trust has agreed to contribute a further £10,000 towards the project, bringing the total funding package to £40,000. This represents an excellent example of partnership working and means the Council can now proceed to tender for the play park improvement works.

Roads updates

Grass cutting works are ongoing at C9 Whistlefield. The team is also progressing culvert repair works on the C9, alongside planned capital surfacing activity in the area.

The team are also patching in the Loch Striven area. 

Guildford Square bus shelter 

The tender process for the replacement bus shelter at Guildford Square has now concluded. As no tenders were received, officers are considering the most appropriate way to take the project forward and will review the possible options/alternatives in the next couple of weeks once key staff return from annual leave. 

	
Training

 A number of Roads operatives have been on Bute this week undertaking JCB operator training. The programme will help increase plant operating capability and resilience across the service.

Roads in high temperatures 

Recent media coverage has highlighted some road authorities in southern England spreading sand on carriageways during periods of extreme heat. This is generally done where existing road surfaces become hot enough for the bitumen binder to soften, which can lead to “bleeding”, reduced surface texture, or material being picked up by vehicle tyres. Spreading sand can help absorb excess binder and restore some surface grip in the short term.
In terms of laying asphalt, warm weather is normally helpful rather than problematic, as it assists with workability and compaction. Issues usually arise only during exceptional heat, where very high surface temperatures, direct sunlight or slow-moving heavy traffic can affect the behaviour of bituminous materials. Current temperatures locally are not at the levels seen in parts of southern England, and planned surfacing works can continue to be assessed and delivered in line with normal operational judgement.
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