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New public convenience, Iona

A new public toilet block at Iona has been completed as part of the Iona Breakwater project, representing a significant improvement to local visitor infrastructure. The facility is being handed over from the contractor to the Council today, with opening arrangements to follow.


Roads updates
Works are ongoing across the area, including verge repairs on the A819 and hotbox patching within Oban car parks. Capital works on Mull continue to progress well, while in Taynuilt, crews are undertaking pothole repairs and signage improvements.
	
Roads updates

Hand patching works are being undertaken on footways in Cardross. Teams are also continuing with general pothole repairs across the area and are preparing to mobilise for the upcoming capital works programme.

Joint warden patrols 

Joint warden patrols are being coordinated with Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Authority to improve coverage and use resources more efficiently. Additional joint patrols with Police Scotland are being planned for peak holiday weekends, including the busy period at the end of May. A visible presence was deployed at Duck Bay last weekend in alignment with the Park Authority.

Cardross Crematorium 

The facility remains busy, with 20 bookings scheduled. It will be closed for two days next week to allow for essential annual analytical and programming works on the cremator.
	
Gartbreck civic amenity site

Works to upgrade the site surface and access, including concrete and tar works, have now been completed. Planned next steps include raising gantries between skips and introducing white lining, which will further enhance layout and user experience. Feedback received so far has been very positive.
Roads updates

Works are underway on Moss Road, Crinan, in preparation for planned capital investment and are progressing well. While no road closure is required, some delays and minor disruption may be experienced. Local stakeholders, including nearby farmers, were engaged in advance of the works, with feedback positive and no issues raised.

On Islay works at Bowmore Square are now approximately 95% complete, with some delay this week due to weather. At Bruichladdich, the footpath is complete, with final concrete works to the BT box on the shore side scheduled for Tuesday. All works at Bowmore and Bruichladdich are expected to be fully complete by Thursday next week. 

On Jura, works to address water damage in Craighouse are due to commence on Tuesday for two days, followed by ditching works for a further two days.

Bin collections 

We are currently experiencing significant issues with our small, limited‑access vehicles, which has resulted in service disruptions across a number of areas. 
 
The small refuse collection vehicle that services Lismore and the Mid‑Argyll awkward access route has suffered from recent breakdowns. The vehicle is a 2019 plate, and due to its age and usage, we are experiencing a number of operational difficulties. Fleet colleagues are working on repair costs, and these costs will determine on repairing or replacement.
 
We now have a plan in place to collect general waste along the Mid-Argyll awkward access route on Sunday 3rd May. 


	
Roads updates

Works are progressing on the seawall at Children’s Corner on Bute. The Roadmaster is currently operating in Glenbranter, while gully resetting is being undertaken in Sandbank.




	
Japanese knotweed treatment training 

Twelve staff across all areas have now been trained and certified in stem injection treatment, increasing the Council’s capacity to manage knotweed more effectively. This method will be deployed in early autumn (mid–late September), when it is most effective, and will enable treatment in sensitive locations such as within one metre of waterways. Conventional glyphosate spraying will continue between May and July as part of the seasonal treatment programme.

No Mow May

Grass cutting will be paused in selected locations during May as part of the “No Mow May” campaign. These include Burns Park, Cardross; Rhu Churchyard; Gare Road, Rosneath; Bullwood Road and Queen’s Hall (Dunoon); Wilson Road, Lochgilphead; Sinclair Avenue, Inveraray; and sites across Bute, Islay, Kintyre and Mull. The initiative supports biodiversity by allowing wildflowers to grow and providing habitat for pollinators.
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