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Roads updates

Surfacing works on the A816 at Kintraw are progressing as planned, and are expected to be completed this weekend.

Meanwhile, scrub cutting along the A816 is ongoing and will continue into next week. 

These works are being carried out to improve visibility, maintain clear sightlines for road users, and help keep the roadside in a safe and serviceable condition.


B8035 Gribun, Mull

At ED&I Councillors agreed that the preferred option for making the B8035 at Gribun, Mull, safe to re-open would be to scale the rockface at the areas most prone to rockfall.

It was also agreed to recommend to the Policy and Resources Committee that the £500,000 required to conduct this work should be allocated from Crown Estate funding.

This work would take between 6 and 12 months. While the work is conducted, the road would continue to remain closed for public safety.

B844 Clachan Bridge 

The team are currently working on installing traffic lights at the B844 Clachan Bridge, which is a humpback bridge where visibility of approaching traffic is currently poor.


Oban breakwater repairs 

Breakwater repairs are progressing well. Leg 2 is fully installed and reconnected, and the recovered access bridge is approved for reuse pending a new hinge bracket. 

Further tasks remain, so reopening will be phased, and Leg 3 will initially have a weight restriction.

More detailed update can be found on our webpage North Pier Pontoons - Breakwater repairs update | Argyll and Bute Council



	
Roads updates

The team have been carrying out shrub cutting on the A814 at Shandon, to improve visibility for the road users and pedestrians using the bus stop.

We have been completing some outstanding 25/26 capital surfacing work on Shore Road in Shandon.

In addition, we have been surfacing the footway along the A814 at Faslane.

This week, the team successfully completed the upgrade to the road drainage system on Barbour Road. The new installation provides increased water‑flow capacity and seamlessly connects to the recently installed system on Tigh Dearg Road.


Tarbet & Arrochar Playparks 

The tender has been issued for the required improvement works, which are being delivered through Scottish Government funding.

We have an onsite meeting arranged with a potential contractor on 31st March. 

	
Roads updates

Next week we will commence some overlay, and patching works will commence on Monday on the B823 from Stewarton to Drumlemble.

This is in advance of any future works that will be incorporated into next year’s capital programme.


Work was completed this week installing the new safety barrier on Summerhill Crescent.

On Islay the team are continuing with the new footway at Bruichladdich. 


John McAlpine Playpark 

This week, in memory of former Councillor John McAlpine, his wife Karen and son Sam unveiled a new plaque officially naming Tarbert playpark in his honour.

John was instrumental in campaigning to secure funding for the park’s recent upgrades in 2025.

Port Ellen playpark  

This week, we met with The South Islay Development Trust and the contractor to discuss the improvement works being progressed through the allocated Government funding.

The plans now include a new wheelchair-accessible roundabout, a new access path leading to it, and a shelter


Jura ferry

The Harbour Board on Thursday (19 March) noted funding of £19.600m in total from the Scottish Government- over the next two years - for a new Jura ferry and any additional infrastructure required to support it.

Work will now begin to scope out the requirements for a unique vessel that will serve the community and the economy of Jura for the next 20 to 30 years. 

This will cover things like capacity levels, fuel type, crew size and consideration of the waters she will sail in.

Changes required for the shoreside infrastructure at Feolin and Port Askaig, to meet the requirements of the new vessel, will also be part of the works.

	
Roads updates

The team in Cowal have been focussing mainly on the replacement culvert at Ardmarnoch.

The culvert had been collapsed for some time, which had led to ongoing flooding issues and damage to the road edging. 

To address this, the failed culvert has now been replaced with a double-piped culvert, improving drainage capacity and helping to protect the road structure from further erosion and deterioration.


The team on Bute have been preparing the fountain on the Esplanade to have it operational again ahead of the season.

Work has been ongoing on a culvert repair at Glenmore.

Both areas have been carrying out pothole repairs across their network.

Project 20

Argyll and Bute continues to progress with Project 20. In line with Scottish Government policy, we remain committed to creating safer streets and supporting walking, wheeling and cycling for everyday short journeys. Managing vehicle speeds is a key part of improving road safety, as higher speeds increase both the likelihood and severity of collisions.

National policy—set out in Scotland’s Road Safety Framework to 2030 and the Programme for Government—provides a clear direction to introduce 20mph speed limits where appropriate. This supports the vision of “Slower today for a safer tomorrow,” recognising that even small reductions in speed can significantly reduce the risk of fatal or serious injury.

We are now beginning the assessment of the Bute & Cowal road network to identify where 20mph limits are suitable. While the starting presumption is that all existing 30mph roads will move to 20mph, we acknowledge that local circumstances vary. Community insight is therefore essential to ensuring that speed limits are appropriate and effective. As part of this next phase, we will be engaging with elected members and Community Council representatives to draw on their valuable local knowledge and help inform our developing design proposals.

At this early stage, we are working closely with local officers and preparing our initial proposals for the area.

If you have any questions regarding the Bute & Cowal review, please contact: Project20BC@argyll-bute.gov.uk

	
Public & School Transport provision 

At the ED&I Committee meeting, Councillors approved the report on public and school transport in Argyll and Bute, which concludes that maintaining the current arrangements with existing operators is the most practical and financially sustainable option. 
The report recommends improving services through greater integration of school and public transport, along with closer coordination with bus, ferry and rail providers on timetables, routes and contingency planning.







Unveiling the new plaque officially naming Tarbert playpark in honour of former Councillor John McAlpine
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