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Roads updates

Surfacing is continuing on the A819 at Claddich, with culvert clearance works ongoing at Curragh and gully maintenance at Kilchrennan. The gully motor has also been operating in Tobermory.

Small-island winter operations

New spreaders designed for pick-up vehicles are being deployed to the smaller islands next week. This addresses previous complaints about gritting capacity on Coll and will improve coverage for island communities over the winter period.
	
Cardross Crematorium Audit

The FBCA audit report for Cardross Crematorium has now been received and is being reviewed. 

This follows last week’s emergency lintel repair, after which normal service quickly resumed.

There are 18 bookings at the crematorium over the next week. 

Play park refurbishments 

The play-park tender process has been completed. Sutcliffe Play will deliver refurbishments across several Helensburgh-area parks at a combined value of £260k, while Hags Play has been appointed to undertake the Kidston Park works (£20 k).

The breakdown is: 

· Hermitage - £20k
· Kirkmichael £25k
· Red Gauntlet £20k
· Bendarroch £40k
· Howie Park £40k
· Kidston £20k
· Kilcreggan/Cove £40k
· Rhu £50k
· Cardross £15k

Equipment orders will now be placed, with on-site works for the Sutcliffe Play parks expected to start early in the New Year. Timescales for Kidston Park are still to be confirmed.

Drainage and culvert works

Gully and drainage maintenance has been carried out across Helensburgh, including culvert works on the B833.
	
Lining vehicle

The Council’s lining machine is provisionally booked to travel to the MAKI area w/c 24 November (weather-dependent) to refresh existing road markings.

Islay bins

We’ve secured a small hired bin lorry for restricted access routes on Islay which are running behind. The vehicle should be on the island today and we’ll update the website with the catch-up plan for those customers whose collections are running behind. 
	
Roads updates – Cowal

· Gully-emptier operations continue across Dunoon and Sandbank to mitigate local flooding.
· Vegetation clearance has been carried out along the A815 at Strachur and the B839 junction to the south, as well as through Glenbranter village, improving sightlines and drainage.
· Resurfacing and ditching works are progressing on the B839 Hells Glen as part of the current capital programme.
· Inspections and reactive repairs continue across West Cowal ahead of winter.

Roads updates – Bute

· Drains cleared at Port Bannatyne and along the A844 at Kilmory and Ballianally.
· Ongoing remedial works in Rothesay following safety inspections.
· Lining completed at Ettrickdale.


	
Project 20 – carriageway roundels 

We are not currently taking forward requests to refresh 20 mph carriageway roundels at this time.

This is because the Council is currently participating in Project 20, the national programme led by Transport Scotland to review and standardise 20 mph limits across Scotland.

Renewing roundels before the review is complete would risk inconsistency and unnecessary expense, as the outcome of Project 20 may change the limits on a number of roads. Once the review has concluded and the new limits are confirmed, a consistent approach to signing and lining will be implemented across all areas.

Further information on Project 20 and its progress is available at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/project-20.

Burials

There are seven burials today and tomorrow across the area and another eight booked in for next week. This matches seasonal norms.

Armistice Day preparations

Teams across all areas have been carrying out final tidying and presentation works in advance of Armistice Day services this weekend.
This has included trimming shrubs and grassed areas around memorials, cleaning and washing down stonework, removing litter and debris, and ensuring access paths are clear and safe for visitors. In some locations, benches and railings have also been repainted, and floral displays refreshed to support local remembrance events.
These efforts form part of our wider commitment to supporting community commemorations and ensuring that war memorials and public spaces are maintained to a high standard for this important occasion.
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