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EMBER electric buses 

Works are progressing well on the Ember electric bus hub in Oban. The concrete plinths and ducting infrastructure are now being installed in preparation for the arrival of the chargers, following completion of the associated sub-station works.

We have been working with Ember for some time to progress the necessary lease and sub-station agreements, enabling the company to lease part of the Longsdale Car Park and deliver this project. As part of the works, Ember is undertaking significant electrical upgrades which could also provide future benefits should the Council look to expand public EV-charging capacity at this location.

The site forms part of Ember’s wider zero-emission coach network linking Oban with Glasgow and Edinburgh, supported through partnership with the Council.

Roads updates

On Mull, works are progressing well on the new Craignure footway, which is expected to be completed shortly. The gully motor is currently on the island, allowing the team to focus on drainage maintenance, particularly in the Craignure area.

In Lorn, capital resurfacing works have been completed this week on Station Road, Oban. Activity next week will focus mainly on safety inspections and routine maintenance.
	
Roads updates

This week, squads have concentrated on ditch-clearing works along the B833. Next week, footway resurfacing works will commence on West King Street, Helensburgh, with the programme expected to last approximately two weeks.

Cardross Crematorium

Earlier this week, a lintel collapse occurred at Cardross Crematorium. Contractors were mobilised quickly to carry out urgent repairs, and the team worked closely with funeral directors throughout to minimise disruption. Normal service has now resumed.
	
Castlehill Primary School traffic management 

On Monday, roads officers met with Police Scotland, local councillors, and representatives from Castlehill Primary School to review traffic management and parking concerns around the school. A range of options are being developed for the Ralston Road area, including revised bus-bay markings and improved pedestrian routes. Further updates will be provided once proposals are finalised.

Islay bus shelters

The team are aware of a number of issues with bus shelters on Islay.

At Port Ellen, the roof was damaged during recent high winds and will require full replacement. We have asked our supplier, Commutaports, to provide quotes for a new shelter.

At Port Charlotte, the existing shelter which was damaged during Storm Eowyn cannot be replaced in its current position. A new shelter has already been purchased, and we are working with ACHA to secure consent to use a small section of their adjoining land for re-siting.

When Commutaports next visit the island (date to be confirmed), they will also carry out a sweep to inspect and repair any other minor defects.

Port Ellen Flooding

Following recent flooding concerns in Port Ellen, engineers have completed investigations into the local drainage system. The flooding at the Co-op frontage is caused by a combination of coastal influence and drainage performance during rainfall and tidal events, rather than a simple blocked-drain issue.

To address this, the team is redirecting the drainage to the main stormwater outfall and installing a non-return (tidal) valve to allow surface water to discharge while preventing seawater from being pushed back into the system during high tides.
These works are planned for completion as soon as weather and tide conditions allow, and will provide a more robust local solution pending any future coastal-protection scheme.

Campbeltown Old Quay – Wall A Replacement Project Completion

Campbeltown Old Quay will reopen to the public on Monday 3 November following completion of an 18-month construction project to replace Wall A.
The 1940s quay wall had suffered extensive corrosion and material loss, posing a structural risk. The scheme, delivered by Dawson Wam, replaced 100 m of sheet piling, installed new tie rods and anchors, carried out dredging to –5 m CD, extended and resurfaced the deck, and fitted new fenders, ladders, and bollards.

The project secures the integrity of this key harbour asset for an estimated further 120 years and enhances facilities for commercial, leisure, and RNLI users.




	
Roads updates – Cowal

The B839 Lochgoilhead capital scheme continues, with ditching and passing-place improvements under way.
Drainage works are being carried out in Tighnabruaich, while the gully emptier and jetting units are operating across Dunoon, Innellan, Strachur, and Ardentinny.
Routine pothole repairs have also been completed across West Cowal, and culvert checks are ongoing ahead of the winter season.

Roads updates – Bute

Teams have been carrying out pothole repairs following recent safety inspections and resetting ironwork across the network.
Grit bins have been replenished, culvert checks completed, and tree and scrub cutting undertaken to improve visibility and drainage.
Weather permitting, the lining vehicle will be on the island next week to complete junction markings, including Ettrickdale.

Blairmore Access Road (Private Road)

Officers have been in contact with local representatives regarding surface-condition issues on the private access road serving the Blairmore Golf Club which now needs to be used due to access from the opposite end not being possible as a result of a dangerous building. 

The Council has no maintenance responsibility for this road but we will offer technical advice on suitable repair materials and methods. Should the golf club or landowners wish to proceed with improvement works, the Council can sell road planings or similar materials at cost if required.

Officers will visit the site next week to review the condition and confirm what materials would be appropriate, but any works or costs will remain the responsibility of the private owners.
	
Free Festive Parking

As in previous years, the Council will provide free parking in all off-street car parks from Thursday 11 December to Wednesday 24 December 2025 inclusive.

On-street parking arrangements remain unchanged and payable where applicable.
PayByPhone have confirmed the change has been scheduled into their system.
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