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Storm Amy

Over the course of last weekend, in addition to our normal summer stand by arrangements, teams mobilised across the area to deal with the effects of Storm Amy and keep the network safe for the travelling public. 

Alongside Council staff a number of contractors assisted with tree clearance, and we will be writing to them to thank them for their assistance. 

Unlike winter operations, storms like this are difficult to manage because the work is entirely reactive depending on what nature throws at us. Our teams did an incredible job attending to issues and clearing them as quickly as possible. 

The focus of work this week has been clear up from the storm, and local updates are below in the usual briefing format. 

	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre, and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Storm Amy

On Mull, there was a road closure at the A849 junction at Kinloch with the B8035 due to flooding. This happened on the Friday and the water levels had receded again by the Saturday afternoon and the road was able to be reopened. 

In addition there were around 40-50 trees down across the network on Mull at various locations, and the Glengorm recycling centre closed on the Saturday due to it being in such an exposed location. 

In Lorn there was also disruption across the network, with a number of trees down in locations like Kilmelford and Taynuilt. 

The pumps at the Lochavullin car park failed on the Friday evening and we brought in additional pumps from a local contractor. While the new control box for the pumps is above the water level there seems to have been an issues with the cabling. The team are looking into this to try and establish the exact cause of the fault and progress a long term fix. 

Mull Rally

The Mull Rally is this weekend – our team on Mull has been working to ensure roads are fully cleared ahead of the event. Due to the Grubin rockfall issue the rally organisers have adjusted their usual routes but the rally is still the same length with the same number of stages. 

Glengorm recycling centre will be closed on Saturday a as a result of the rally using the access road, and will reopen on Monday as normal. 
	
Storm Amy

In Lomond the main issues were trees down on the A814 between Whistlefield and Arrochar which closed that road overnight on the Saturday. There was also significant flooding on the A814 at Faslane itself which closed the road on two separate occasions. 

The Glen Luss road closed due to a small landslide, which was cleared by the Sunday. 

We will need to do some works in that area to clean three culverts, improve the inlet and strengthen the headwalls, which we will look to progress shortly. 

Access to Faslane Cemetery has been restricted due to the car park flooding – this appears to be due to an issue with a culvert maintained by the MoD and we are liaising with them and their contractor directly. 
As part of the clear up the team have been out across Lomond this week jetting culverts which have clogged up following the storm, as well as attending to normal course of business safety defects 
	
Roads updates

As well as the Storm Amy works the team have been continuing with the road widening scheme at the A819, which has included some tree felling, although not related to the storm! 

Storm Amy

The A816 was closed at the Meadows until 7.30am on the Saturday morning due to flooding. 

Sadly some of our staff who were managing the closure to protect the safety of the travelling public were verbally abused while carrying out their duties, which is really disappointing. 

The Ford road at the Dog Loch was closed until Sunday afternoon due to flooding – the flooding initially receded but then held at about 8 inches on Saturday afternoon. Thankfully it receded further overnight and the road could be safely reopened. 
On Islay the A849 was closed just west of Port Ellen and much like the above issue, the flooding receded, held at a level for a while, then receded further. Alternative access was available via the High Road

There were also a number of trees down across the area which were dealt with by our local operatives. 

SEPA inspection Gartbreck recycling centre

SEPA visited the Gartbreck recycling centre this week. The team had the site in a remarkable condition for the visit given the storm and the exposed location of the site. We don’t have the official report from the visit yet but initial feedback is very positive – well done to all involved. 

SEAP inspections are part of the process to ensure recycling (and landfill) sites are compliant with various environmental standards. 








	
Storm Amy 

In Cowal there were several issues across the network last weekend. The main ones were trees down at Benmore Gardens temporarily closing the A815, and flooding and trees down at Tighnabruaich. We also had signs down across the a815 at Sandbank. All these issues were quickly attended to by our local teams and local contractors. 

On Bute there was an issue with a dangerous building on Rothesay which our team assisted with, and flooding at the High Street and Meadows.

Over the course of this week the team have been clearing storm debris at Kilmun, Glan Massan and hunter’s Quay. As well as jetting culverts at Innellan, Sandbank and Ardentinny. 

Roads updates

 We will be starting Capital works (passing place improvements)  on the B839 (Hells Glen) next Monday, this including daytime closures with diversion available via B828 - A815 and vice-vera. The local scheduled bus service and emergency vehicles will still be able to use the route during the closure period. 

In addition, we’re hoping to see the appointed lining contractor attend to the larger capital sites week commencing the 20th October, these being, A815 Bullwood, B836 Glenlean, U22 West Glendaruel (North) A866 Glendaruel , Junction with U22 and C57 Glenbranter Back Rd (North).



 
	
Fleet audit

Logistics UK will be with us in the next couple of weeks to undertake a fleet audit. This will focus in part on our back office systems and controls and O-Licence compliance, as well as looking at the functions within our workshops themselves. 
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