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	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre, and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Roads updates

Due to the poor weather we weren’t able to surface at Crannaig A Mhinster as planned this week so did more preparatory works instead. 

Storm preparations

The main focus of work for the team this week has been checking and clearing culverts, roadside drainage etc. ahead Storm Amy. Yesterday the team jetted culverts along the Black Lynn and removed 20 shopping trolleys from the burn, along with other debris irresponsibly dumped there. 

All roadside drainage is therefore operating as it should and ready to accept water, as are the pumps at Lochavullin.  

We do foresee some problems in Oban due to the combination of high tide, wind direction and forecast rainfall. 

We have the team on standby and have local sub-contractors also on standby.

As of this morning at 10am, the only reported flooding issues were minor flooding in Soroba. 

Lochavullin car park

As a precaution we have decided to close both Lochavullin car parks from 11am today. 

New Iona toilet block 

The electric meter installation scheduled for this week has been delayed because the electrician could not get over on the ferry due to the poor weather. 

This has been rescheduled for 21st October. 

Grubin rockfall

Specialist Geotechnical consultant, AtkinsRéalis, carried out a site visit on Tuesday 30th September and have provided the following statement:
“Following our site inspection yesterday, AtkinsRéalis has identified a significant risk of further rockfall at the top of the cliff in the region of the recent failure. Given the poor weather forecast for the next seven days, there is an elevated risk of additional rockfall along this closed section of the road.
It's important to note that the public had cleared the rock and debris from the previous event and are using the road despite the road closure, which means they are placing themselves and others at risk.
The site visit also identified a rockfall risk across the wider 1.8km that was inspected. 

Due to the forecast Yellow Warning rainfall events over the coming days it is particularly important that the road closure is fully complied with by the travelling public.

The closure of this section of the B8035 at Grubin is necessary to protect the travelling public from what (until a Geotechnical Report is available) is categorised as a risk to life.  As notified by the consultant, it appears that road users have again removed the traffic management at the road closure – and that the barriers had been moved from their position of closing the road.  Not only does this pose a risk to road users themselves, but anyone approaching the road closure (particularly those not familiar with the area) may be unaware that the road is closed for public safety.  This is a recurrence of what was found and reported on 16 August 2025.  Police Scotland have again been made aware.
Details of the Order which legally closes the road can be found on TellMe Scotland:

We would again remind all road users that the road has been closed due to three recent rock falls, which have caused significant damage to the road surface, the safety barrier and the hillside itself. Driving on this section of road, or enabling and encouraging others to do so, presents a risk to life.

	
Roads updates

The focus of works this week has been on day to day maintenance and preparatory works ahead of Storm Amy.

In terms of the issues at Aros Road covered in last week’s briefing, we have the vactor unit in for the CCTV today, and should be able to share the results of that next week. 


Food waste bins

The food waste bins arrived last Friday as expected and the team have been busy this week delivering these to customers who had requests in for new ones. 
	
Roads updates

The main focus of works this week has been day to day maintenance and Storm Amy preparatory works

The team are continuing to work on the A819 road widening scheme. 

Storm issues

As of 10am this morning the A816 is closed at the Meadows – this is something we will need to continue to monitor. 

There are reports of flooding at Carnasserie which the team are investigating. This is likely to affect a committal planned in Kilmartin today, with the service being in Lochgilphead. We’re in touch with the funeral director directly. 

Storm Eowyn repair works

At Grogport we’ve completed repairs to a small existing wall which had suffered erosion at either side under the road verge, as well as works at a passing place where we’ve replaced the existing stone revetment and the damaged verge.

At Ugadale the rock armour had moved and verge collapsed, which had the potential to undermine the road. The existing revetment has been replaced and the verge repaired. 

In Machrihanish at the Lossit sea wall a collapsed parapet has also been repaired. 
At Keils in Southend the gabion baskets had washed out, leaving no protection for the road, which undermined its foundation. Repair works here were completed earlier in September with new rock armour being installed. 

In the next week or so, we will remobilise to the Torrisdale site to complete repair works there. The first phase of these works – localised rock armour protection – completed in August. 







	
Balliemore Bridge replacement

The works to finalise the new bridge are scheduled to complete by the end of October. 

Roads updates

This week the team have focussed on road edge repairs and potholing in Lochgoilhead, on the A8003 at Ormidale, and on the A886 at Colintraive. 
In addition to this the team have been preparing for Storm Amy by doing culvert checks in known problem areas like Innellan, Toward, Dunoon, Sandbank, Kilmun and Ardentinny. 

On Bute the team have been undertaking drainage works at Loch Ascog Road and storm preparatory works. 

Storm Eowyn repairs

The team have completed repairs to the sea wall at Tighnabruaich which has involved replacing missing stones and some concrete infill.  




 
	
New electric vehicle charger back office management system

We have agreed a new contract for the back office management of our EV chargers. This is a joint contract across four councils – ourselves, Western Isles, Shetland and Orkney. 

As the Scottish Government funded Charge Point Scotland (CPS) contract comes to an end, charge points are required to migrate to new operators.

The new operator encompasses the roles of mapping, payment provider, charge point management system and driver helpline.

Scottish Power Energy Retail Ltd successfully bid for the contract and is dedicated to helping the partnership build a more reliable and customer-focused network, particularly in rural and island areas.

The councils will continue to set their own tariffs, collect payment from customers and be kept up to date with fault resolution. 

Drivers travelling through the HITRANS area will be able to seamlessly charge at EZO and Scottish Power chargers via roaming partners such as Octopus Electroverse, retaining EV charging connectivity across the region.
CPS customers can re-register their RFID account cards so they continue to work on Scottish Power’s network, or they will be able to request new RFID account cards from Scottish Power.






Photo at Iona showing core rock being placed by excavators with barge in background
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