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Roads updates

The Lorn roads team continues to support colleagues on Bute and in Mid Argyll with capital works this week. 

A week on Monday we’ll begin the next phase of capital works on Mull – this will be across various sites around Bunessan, Kinloch and Pennygowan. 

Grubin road closure, Mull

We are aware that there is information circulating that the B8035 Kinloch to Gruline road on Mull will remain closed until January 2027 following a second rockfall earlier this week. As a precautionary measure to protect our communities, We have put a temporary Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) in place, which is dated until 3 January 2027. This is standard procedure for a Roads Authority in matters where we require to gather further evidence, or specialist assistance and does not necessarily mean the road will be closed until this date. We are arranging for a drone survey to be conducted to further assess the stability of the hillside, and give us more information about what is required. At this moment, the current diversion remains in place via the A849, from Kinloch to Craignure/Salen. We will provide updates as work progresses.


	
Roads updates

Standing down on Monday due to the weather warning delayed our capital works a little and the scheme at Jellico Place won’t now complete until Monday. 

The surfacing at Abercrombie Crescent and Hardy Hill was able to be completed. 

Next week we’ll move on to works at East Montrose Street and Upper Adelaide Street, and the junction of Ben Bouie Drive. All going well we should complete these works within the week, and be able to move on to the scheme at Rhu Road Higher towards the tail end of the week. 

We’re also looking to surface the two railway bridges at Charlotte Street and East Abercromby Street but don’t have confirmed dates for these works yet as an element of liaison with Network Rail is required. For example you can’t plane out the old road surface while trains are passing under the bridge! 


















 












	
Roads updates

Apart from the ongoing works at Electric Cottage the focus of works this week has been on general revenue (safety) works across the area, as well as the capital scheme at Glebe Street in Campbeltown where 120tonnes of new material has been laid to renew the road surface at that location. 

Capital works on Islay are due to restart week beginning 18th August. 

Ground investigation works – Lochgilphead depot

These works have progressed really well this week, with all trial pits and bore holes in the County Yard site completed, all around the existing operation with no interruption to services. Most of the work at the Monydrain site are complete, with the outstanding bore holes due to be completed Monday/Tuesday next week.

Campbeltown harbour wall

The works to replace the harbour wall in Campbeltown are going well and are on track to be completed ahead of the programmed end date of October. 


	
Roads updates

The road widening scheme at the A8003 just outside Tighnabruaich has completed this week. There was an agreement in place with a local landowner and we’re meeting them on site next week to confirm if any snagging works are required on the area we occupied for the works. At a later point we’ll return to the site and undertake some tree planting. 

All surfacing works on Bute have completed including the surfacing of the new widened section of road at Ettrickdale. This allows traffic to divert away from the damaged sea wall while we consider long term solutions. 

We’ve started planing out surfaces in Cowal this week ahead of surfacing which will begin on Monday. 

The schemes are:

· Argyll Street from the Stadium to Bencorrum Brae
· A815 at Rankin’s Brae heading north
· A815 at McKinlay’s Quay

Bute Agricultural Show

We’re currently storing around 600 tonnes of surface dressing chips near the access to the area usually used for the Bute Agricultural Show. We had hoped that these would have been laid by now but our surface dressing contractor, because of delays elsewhere in the delivery of the programme, most notably caused by ferry issues, hasn’t been able to complete surface dressing on Bute yet. We are working with the organisers of the event to work around the stockpile. 


	
Port Marine Safety Code (PMSC) audits 

The PMSC audits went well last week. These were the first under a new code, and initial feedback was very positive. Reports on the audits will go to the Harbour Board in a future cycle. 
 
Bio-municipal waste (BMW) ban compliance

The final agreements with Biffa are now in place to allow conversion works on their sites which will effectively change them into transfer stations from where we can take waste away, to energy from waste plants in the central belt once the landfill ban comes into effect. Works are due to get underway on the sites around the beginning of September. 
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