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	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
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	All areas

	
Roads updates

The team have successfully completed the capital scheme on the B44 Kilninver to Seil road, laying over 600 tonnes of new material.

Next week we are moving on to the U18 in Lochnell Monday and Tuesday, and the A819 at Claddich from Wednesday onwards. 

This phase of capital works on Mull will conclude today, and the next phase will be delivered in August/September depending on ferry availability. 

The team have also, this week been undertaking kerb replacements in Loch Awe.

Bin collections on Mull

We’ve been running behind with bin collections on Mull but these should be caught up by the weekend. 

Bus service changes 

Citylink are adding additional runs to the 918 service from Oban to Fort William over the summer, and in combination with this, we’ve taken the opportunity to make some timing tweaks to the network to improve reliability over the summer period. 

What this means is the Council-supported 405 service to Barcaldine will now be substituted by the additional Citylink services, and the 405 will run a shorter and therefore more reliable route. There have been some concerns about the reliability of the 405 timetabling due to the high volumes of traffic in Oban in the summer, so taking advantage of the new Citylink service should alleviate these issues. 

This is only for the summer months. 






	
Roads updates

The capital scheme on East Princes Street will begin on Monday and is expected to take a fortnight. 

The roadmaster has been out this week in and around Helensburgh repairing safety defects. 

Blairvadach culvert works 

The new pipes are now installed at this location, and we are just waiting on the new grate being galvanised before it can be installed. These works should significantly improve the situation in this area during the next heavy rainfall. 

Roadsweeper

Due to ongoing issues with the mechanical sweeper we have hired one in to undertake cyclic maintenance. This will begin next week. 


 
	
Traffic & Development Officer

Many members will know our Traffic and Development Officer in MAKI, James Ross. After over 40 years working in various roles across different iterations of the current Roads and Infrastructure Service, James has finally decided to retire! 

James will be a huge loss because of his vast experience and knowledge. His post has now been advertised and we wish him a happy and healthy retirement. 



Grass cutting

We’re running a little behind with our scheduled grass cutting in Mid Argyll due to staff absence. 

Roads updates

This week we’ve been progressing the overlay scheme on the A816 at the Rhudle Mill straight. This is a £60,000 investment which is seeing just over 4000 square metres of new surfacing laid. 

We’ve also been doing preparatory works for the capital scheme on the B8025 Tayvallich to Bellanoch. 

Strategic Timber Transport Scheme funding

We have been successful in securing £150,535 STTS funding for this financial year. We will match fund this for the A819 at Electric Cottage. This will be phase 5 of the project which has seen funding support from STTS over several years to this point. 

Streetlighting, Islay

We are aware of a number of faults across the island, which require excavation works as the issue is underground rather than in the column itself. There is a lack of resource on the island and we are making arrangement to have a combined civils and electrical squad over to the island hopefully very shortly. 


	
Balliemore Bridge

A contract progress meeting was held on site yesterday. Work is proceeding well and the job is on target for completion by the middle of June. 

Roads updates

The main focus of works this week has been on the ongoing road widening job at Ettrickdale. This will allow us to take traffic away from the damaged seawall and open up an alternative footway for pedestrian access. 

Traffic & Development Officer

We have secured an internal secondment into this post for an eight week trial.

Members will know that this post has been vacant for some time since the sad passing of our friend and colleague Paul Farrell, and we have made numerous attempts to recruit for the role. 

If the trial is successful this post will be filled on a permanent basis. 

Rothesay Harbour lifts

We have a further meeting with our contractor next week to discuss a long term solution to the ongoing issues of the passenger access system at Rothesay Harbour. 
	
Bus shelter cleaning contract

We previously had a contract with a single supplier for all bus shelters in Argyll and Bute. Following representation from members we are now tendering this with a view to suppliers being able to bid for smaller area lots. 

This contract opportunity has been published and we are looking forward to seeing the returns in a few weeks. 
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