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Gully vehicle

The OLI gully vehicle is currently off the road, so we have hired one in to address winter build up in the surface water drainage in Oban town itself. The plan is for the vehicle to work in Oban for the next couple of weeks then go over to Mull. 

Roads

The team are mainly focusing on safety defects this week, working on the Connel area as well as Seil through to Balvicar. 

We’re also doing ditching in Glen Orchy and cattle grids and scrub clearance in Glen Lonan. 





	
Arrochar EVC installation

We’re continuing to manage this issue through the normal contract management process and seeking confirmation from the contractor on revised timelines. 

Roads

The main focus of our roads team’s work this week continues to be the cycle scheme works in Rosneath.

CHORD silver bins

Works to remove the CHORD silver bins, agreed at the December meeting of the Helensburgh and Lomond Area Committee, began last week and have been making good progress this week. The bins have now been removed and the next steps are to backfill the excavations with the leftover blocks from the original CHORD scheme, which are held in stock for reinstatements at our Blackhill depot. 

Luss TRO 

Given that the Luss traffic regulation order has been in place for some time now, as is normal practice, we’ll shortly look to begin a review of arrangements to assess what is working well and what may need to be looked at again. 

A814 closure

The A814 will be closed from Whistlefield to Arrochar from 8am on 10th March to 8pm on 14th March

This is to facilitate MoD operations. 

When this has happened previously the MoD has worked with people living along the route to ensure access as far as reasonably practical, and our expectation is that this will be replicated again. 

	
Roads

This week the team have been focussing on the Campbeltown active travel scheme at The Cutting, as well as doing footway resurfacing in Campbeltown, along with safety defects works across the whole area.

The team are continuing to work through the last remaining tidy up from Storm Eowyn on Islay and Jura  
 
Lochgilphead Front Green power bollards

Following some last minute issues last year ahead of a community event, we’ve been proactively arranging electrical testing and potential upgrades to the power bollards at Lochgilphead Front Green to ensure that they are available for community use. 

This will include a guidance sheet to go out with the event pack to ensure safe operation. 
	
Roads

The team have been focussing on safety defect repairs this week aswell as gully works in and around Hunter’s Quay. 

The main bulk of the squad has been deployed on the Castle Gardens project. 

The team on Bute have been hot screeding at various points across the island. 

Castle Gardens improvements

The team are working through a number of improvements at Castle Gardens. These include:

· Surfacing the footpaths in blacktop (as opposed to the previously proposed resin bound surfacing, as this is more cost effective)
· Installing anti-ram movable bollards at the Queen’s Hall end 
· Installation of new accessible benches 
· New kerbing 
 
Ettrickdale

Following a site meeting on Tuesday, we have decided to put additional protections in place for the road at this location while we work through the design elements for a longer term solution. 

On the face of it there is no suggestion that the road is at imminent risk, however; to be on the safe side we are going to excavate the verge on the opposite side from the seawall and temporarily realign the road, moving traffic over into a running lane on the landward side. If we can reclaim enough verge space we may also be able to segregate an area on the seaward side for pedestrian traffic.

We have an 8 tonne excavator going to site next week, and expect all necessary works to be completed before the end of March. 

 
	
Bin collections

This week we’ve had 8 of our bin lorries off the road across the area. While we have 4 spare vehicles which should be able to cover us in usual circumstances, there have been more recent issues than we have capacity to cover. Our teams are working hard to get vehicles back on the road and to keep the service going. The website is regularly updated with service disruptions and any new arrangements, and these can be found here. 
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