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Please find below a brief snapshot of the huge range of work being undertaken across the area by Roads and Infrastructure staff this week.Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 177: 29th Nov 2024 

 
The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries.

You can view all previous weekly member briefings on the website


	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Road improvement and maintenance

The main headline this week is that the team are working on a new 200m section of footway in Port Appin. This is funded through an £80,000 Transport Scotland road safety fund and will provide a significant improvement to the walking route in this area. 

The team are also taking the opportunity while working in the area to undertake scrub clearance around Appin, as well as similar works in the Dalmally area. 

Oban North Pier public convenience

There have been a few issues with the doors at the public convenience recently. This was something we were going to pick up as part of the wider public convenience charging project but the second phase of this has been deferred while the phase one sites bed in. As a result we will separately arrange for new doors at this location – you should see these in place in the New Year. 

Craignure working group

There was another meeting of the Craignure working group this week which was very positive, with a few follow up actions for the Council to liaise with CalMac on. 

We are looking to create a webpage with the terms of reference for this group and all the meeting minutes so there can be easily accessed by anyone who is interested. 

 
	
Safety barrier concerns

The barrier contractor was supposed to meet us earlier this week to discuss a solution to the issue with the recently installed barrier at Clynder but couldn’t make it so this meeting is being rescheduled. 



Streetlighting works

There are various streetlighting jobs on the Peninsula which require civils works – this is being progressed by our in-house roads teams next week. This includes Howie Park. 

Road maintenance

The focus of our maintenance activities this week is on ditching and culvert clearance throughout the area. 

East Bay steps

Repairs to the East Bay steps are planned for next week – this wasn’t done this week as planned due to the knock on effects of clear up after the bad weather over last weekend. 




	 
Potential new bus stops along the A83

We are exploring options for new bus stops along the A83 at two locations – Loch Fyne Oysters and West Loch Tarbert

A meeting is being arranged with Transport Scotland’s new network manager before Christmas to discuss these sites.

Jura Ferry
Over the weekend the Jura ferry broke down due to an issue with the turbo. The team acted quickly to diagnose the problem and repair it, with the vessel back in service within 48 hours. In the interim the team had arranged a substitute vessel to ensure continuity of service. 

Campbeltown active travel scheme

The works at Quarry Green/the Cutting in Campbeltown are progressing – these will be on site well into the New Year.  

Road maintenance 

The main focus of work in Mid Argyll has been on culvert and ditch clearance (important tasks at this time of year to ensure all roadside and associated drainage is working as well as it can). This has mainly been in the Ford and Tayvallich areas 

Campbeltown playparks

There was a meeting in Campbeltown yesterday with three potential bidders for the proposed works in five playparks across the area, with a total estimated value of £186,000. 

We have made a slight change to the proposed works as a result of these discussions, and are now looking to replace some equipment rather than repair it. 

Claonaig landslip project

We’ve included below before and after photos of the now completed Claonaig works which show the extent of the improvements





	
Road improvements and maintenance 

In Cowal this week the team are continuing to work through the significant capital scheme at the A8003 going into Tighnabruach, which is seeing a significant stretch of the single track road widenend. Also in the Tighnabruaich area we’ve been clearing culverts and restocking grit bins. 

We’ve also restocked grit bins in Dunoon and Lochgoilhead. 

We’ve also been repairing a culvert on the A815 Corie Ealt and gully clearing at Eckford Cottages and jetting culverts in Glen Massan. 

On Bute the main focus of work has been clearing storm damage from Storm Bert as well as installing new disabled bays and replenishing public grit bins. 






	
New school transport vehicles 

This week we’ve taken delivery of nine new 17 seater Peugeot minbuses. 

We have chosen to lease these vehicles rather than purchase outright as this method gives us more financial flexibility and ensures resilience across the fleet as we can replace them again with new vehicles at the end of the lease. 

Public grit bins

Across the area we provide public grit bins for communities to help themselves during any winter weather episodes. 

There are provided to grit the public road and public footways – they are not for gritting private roads and driveways. 

Any help in promoting the message about responsible use of the public grit bins would be greatly appreciated. 

Festive bin arrangements

We are currently in the process of finalising arrangements for the festive bin collections given that Christmas falls on a Wednesday this year. 

This should be completed and advertised shortly. 
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