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Realising the Ambition 4




Building on what has gone
before .

3 elements of principle

1. the benefits of building on
what has gone before

2. how children learn at 5, 6
and 7 years of age

3. what ‘developmentally
appropriate’ practice looks
like
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How children learn at 5,6
and 7 years of age

1.There is developmentally

very little difference between
4, 5 and 6 year old learners

2. The learning of 5 year olds,

6 year olds and 7 year olds is
neither linear nor predictable

3. 5 and 6 year olds still learn
most effectively through self-
initiated activity




Developmental changes
around age 7

e mMore abstract ways of learning

e approach problem-solving in a
more logical way

e solve problems in their heads

e are developing metacognitive
skills

e are more physically developed
to manage writing tasks
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How children learn at 5,6
and 7 years of age

1.There is developmentally
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A view that expects children’s learning and development to follow a predictable linear progression – so leading to planning for the curriculum, rather than the child.  The EYFS has moved away from this, which is in line with recent research into the nature of children’s ‘web of development’.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Children’s development is often in over-lapping waves – established strategies are employed even after new, more effective ones are also adopted.  Adults must not make assumptions about children’s understanding, but seek to understand the children’s thinking while supporting next steps at an appropriate pace which makes sense to children.  


How children learn at 5,6
and 7 years of age
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Building the Curriculum




How teachers believe their
Primary 1 children learn best

e naturally and spontaneously

e in a relaxed and supportive
atmosphere

e given time and space

e being physically active

e when motivated

e by initiating their own
enquires

e when engaged and involved

e rehearsing and repeating

e alongside peers

e supported by knowledgeable
adults




What is a ‘developmentally
appropriate’ curriculum?




What does ‘developmentally
appropriate’ practice look like?

e fun and enjoyment (teachers
as well as children)

e highly motivated learners

e high levels of involvement

e learning that is meaningful
(for all children)

e self-regulation
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