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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report provides an update on the Council’s Film in Argyll service in
attracting inward investment into Argyll and Bute from the screen sector. It
outlines the economic benefits that this brings to the local economy, including
the opportunities to promote and market the area. This report covers the period
January 2025 to December 2025.

For the period January 2025 to December 2025, Argyll and Bute Council
received 90 enquiries and 29 productions filmed during this period. This has
led to an estimated local production spend of £4.8 million. This represents a
significantly higher level of economic impact than in previous years and
reflects an exceptionally strong year for the screen sector in Argyll and Bute.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Members of the Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee are
asked to —

1. consider the contents of this report; and

2. note the continued positive economic impact the screen sector has on Argyll
and Bute.
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INTRODUCTION

This report provides an update of the work of the Council’s Film in Argyll service
in attracting inward investment into Argyll and Bute from the screen sector and
the economic benefits that this brings to the local economy, including the
opportunities to promote and market the area. This report covers the period
January 2025 to December 2025.

Argyll and Bute continues to reap the rewards of its geographical position in
relation to the central belt and the number of film studios and productions using
Glasgow/Edinburgh as a base. This means that more productions can use
Argyll and Bute for location filming which has significant economic benefits for
the area.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Members of the Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee are
asked to —

1. consider the contents of this report; and

2. note the continued positive economic impact the screen sector has on Argyll
and Bute.

DETAIL

Development of the screen sector continues to be a key growth sector for both
the UK and Scottish Government. Screen Scotland has the overarching role
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of growing the sector in Scotland in partnership with a range of organisations,
including the enterprise agencies amongst others. In recognition of the key
role the screen sector plays in the national economy, both the UK and Scottish
Governments disburse a number of funds to grow indigenous talent and
attract productions, including providing tax incentives aimed at productions
which represent significant investment in the UK. In line with this, Argyll and
Bute’s Economic Strategy recognises and supports the growth of the screen
sector under the “Prosperity” outcome.

The October 2025 update to ‘The Economic Value of the Screen Sector in
Scotland, 2023’ states that screen sector GVA in 2023 was continuing to grow
and had increased from £627m in 2021 to £718m in 2023, on track for
potential growth to £1 billion by 2030. This was despite a reduction in inward
investment in film and high end TV due to the writers strike of 2023, and was
mainly a result of increased other TV productions and independent film. Early
indications from 2024 figures show an increase in production, exhibition and
film tourism.

Screen sector growth can again be attributed to the increased number of
studio spaces, mainly in central Scotland, with potential further growth
expected due to the Stirling Studios programmed to open in March 2026.
These studios continue to offer the potential for more location shoots in our
area as a result of the accessibility of Argyll and Bute to the central belt. In
Argyll and Bute we have one studio/build space on offer, The Factory at
MACC Business Park, and this is advertised internationally on the Screen
Scotland website. In addition, there is an opportunity to offer office space for
productions should there be any such spaces available within Argyll and Bute.

The key economic benefits of the screen sector for Argyll and Bute include
income from hire of locations and ancillary services such as accommodation
providers, caters etc. Economic impact also includes: indigenous production
companies and freelancers; cinemas in the area; film festivals of which there
are currently two, Dunoon Film Festival and Sea Change on Tiree; film tourism
and the publicity and subsequent visits to the area because of productions
which feature Argyll and Bute.

During the period covered by this update, there have been no further closures
of independent cinemas in Argyll and Bute and members are asked to note
that a community group has been established to lead the purchase of The
Tower in Helensburgh (which contains three screens) from its current owner.
Screen Argyll offers support to film societies across the area and the Screen
Machine mobile cinema tours to circa 11 locations. The sector remains fragile
across Argyll and Bute with cinema operators experiencing financial pressures
due to rising utility bills and changes in consumer behaviour. These issues
are not unique to Argyll and Bute and impact venues across the country.

In response to representations from the screen sector in Argyll and Bute for a
reduction in the fees for charity-run businesses the Council have advised
operators of the exemption to a cinema licence (section 20) where it is
operated by a society or charity (established and conducted wholly for
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purposes other than purposes of any commercial undertaking) and monies are
applied for any purpose calculated to benefit the society as a whole. As a
result, one cinema in Argyll and Bute has obtained an exemption from the
Scottish Government, allowing them to operate without a fee being applied.

To assist in growing the sector and the associated benefits, Argyll and Bute
Council’'s Transformation, Projects and Regeneration officers deliver the Film
in Argyll Service, working in partnership with Screen Scotland. Screen
Scotland facilitates a Screen Locations Network made up of mostly local
authority film officers, who work to an agreed protocol. This protocol is based
on providing information on locations, crew etc. and facilitating productions in
the area as well as promotion of locations. Screen Scotland Locations (SSL)
work closely with The British Film Commission (BFC) and British Film Industry
to promote production in the UK. International enquiries are fed into Creative
Scotland Locations, who in turn pass this on to local film offices. All the above
frameworks, recent developments and funding can directly benefit Argyll and
Bute through increased production and inward investment within our area.

Core to the Council’s Film in Argyll service is providing confidential advice and
support as a “one stop shop” to the industry through a single point of contact
(www.filminargyll.co.uk). The “one stop shop” supports the production’s needs
in many ways including, liaising with other council departments (for road
closures, access to land/property including car parks etc.), providing locations
to film enquiries, landownership queries, local knowledge and connecting
productions to local services such as Gaelic speakers and community groups.

The screen sector continues to have the potential to not only bring production
spend to the local economy but to be a catalyst for the growth of the tourism
industry in Argyll and Bute. Liaising with Visit Scotland, Film in Argyll supports
film tourism guides, providing an overview of film locations and highlights high
profile productions that have filmed in the area over the years. Film in Argyll will
continue to work across council services and with key partners to promote
filming in Argyll and Bute.

For the period January 2025 to December 2025, Argyll and Bute Council
received 90 enquiries and there were 29 productions filmed during this
period. This has led to an estimated local production spend of £4.8 million.
Compared to the 2024 estimated local production spend of £1.4 million, this
represents a significantly higher level of economic impact than in previous
years and reflects an exceptionally strong year for the screen sector in Argyll
and Bute. It should be noted that this figure is largely attributable to one major
production, Jack of Spades, which accounted for a substantial proportion of
the total spend. The screen industry spend can vary considerably from year to
year, and the presence or absence of a single high-budget production can
have a substantial impact on annual figures. Whilst the 2025 figures should
therefore be viewed in this context, they nonetheless demonstrate the
economic value that major productions can deliver and reinforce the
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importance of maintaining a strong Film in Argyll service to capitalise on such
opportunities when they arise.

Film in Argyll continues to work closely with our key partners in Screen
Scotland and the Scottish Location Network to champion Scotland as a top
location for filming. Within the period January 2025 to December 2025
examples of productions include:

i. Banjo and Ro’s Grand Island Hotel (BBC Series) — The
community owned Isle of Ulva was the location for Banjo and Ro
reviving a derelict mansion. Filming took place over a month from
October to November 2025.

i. Jack of Spades (Feature Film) — Directed by Joel Coen, this
production was the largest to film in Argyll in 2025. Filming took
place over the summer for 38 days in total at Kilberry Castle. There
was also a 2.5 month prep period prior to filming. The council
provided assistance with road traffic control and permits for specific
sequences.

iii. Balamory (Children Series) — The hit TV series returned to use
Tobermory as a backdrop for 20x14 minute episodes. The majority
of filming took place in a studio, however production did film for a
period of 9 days in August.

iv. Forensics: Catching a Killer (Series 5/Sky Crime) - Filmed for 2
days in June 2025 in various locations around Helensburgh.

v. The Counsels (BBC Series) - An upcoming British legal drama
series that follows the lives of young lawyers navigating their early
careers in Glasgow. Filmed for 11 days in Helensburgh and Lomond.

vi.  Oban: The Longest Run (Whisky Commercial) - A new
commercial that highlights the care, intention, and dedicated craft
involved with a final product that is so effortlessly likeable.
Production filmed in Oban and surrounding areas for 5 days.

CONCLUSION

The screen sector continues to have the potential to not only bring production
spend to the local economy but to be a catalyst for the growth of the tourism
industry in Argyll and Bute. The Film in Argyll service will continue to work
across council departments and with key partners such as Screen Scotland and
the Scottish Locations Network to take advantage of the newly developed film
studios and ensure the sector continues to grow in Argyll and Bute.

The 2025 reporting period has demonstrated the significant economic impact
that can be achieved when Argyll and Bute secures a major production, such as
Jack of Spades, alongside a broader range of smaller projects. The Film in
Argyll service will continue to work with partners to attract both high-value
productions and a sustainable pipeline of filming activity across the area.
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IMPLICATIONS
Policy - Supports Economic Strategy under the Prosperity outcome.
Financial - Provides income for the Council through charges.

Legal - Film Location Agreements are put in place when filming takes place on
Council owned land or asset.

HR — Film in Argyll service is covered by core staff.

Customer Service - If we do not continue to respond to enquiries timeously
and develop Film in Argyll we could lose productions to other areas in
Scotland and beyond.

Risk — None.

Climate Change: None.

Fairer Scotland Duty — None.

Equalities — Protected Characteristics — None.
Consumer Duty — None.

Island Communities — None.

Children’s Rights and Wellbeing — None.

Kirsty Flanagan, Executive Director with responsibility for Development and
Economic Growth

Councillor Math Campbell-Sturgess, Policy Lead for Business Development

26" January 2026

For further information contact:

Fergus Murray, Head of Development and Economic Growth

fergus.murray@arqgyll-bute.gov.uk

Natasha Galbraith, Digital Design and Film Officer

natasha.galbraith@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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