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1. SUMMARY 

1.1 
 

The Biodegradable Municipal Waste (BMW) Landfill Ban scrutiny review was 
carried out as per the 2025/26 scrutiny plan agreed by the Audit and Scrutiny 
Committee at their 13 March 2025 committee meeting.   
 

1.2 The BMW Landfill Ban scrutiny panel comprised of Mrs Janice Wasson-Hall 
(Panel Chair), Councillor Mulvaney and Councillor Kennedy-Boyle with 
support provided by internal audit officers. 
 

1.3 The BMW Landfill Ban was chosen for inclusion in our scrutiny priorities for 
2025/26 due to it being a key area of risk for the Council in terms of its 
readiness and preparations for compliance.   
 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

2.1 Committee to agree the Draft BMW Landfill Ban Scrutiny Report.  

2.2 Committee to agree the recommendation of the scrutiny panel that a copy of the 
BMW Landfill Ban Scrutiny report be made available to the Environment, 
Development and Infrastructure Committee for consideration. 
 

3. 
 

DETAIL  

3.1 The agreed objectives of the scrutiny review were to: 

• Ensure all island and mainland communities within Argyll and Bute 

Council area have been considered within preparations and 

arrangements  

 

• Ensure ferry and road logistics for transporting waste off islands and 

across mainland have been considered: 

o Ferry routes and capacity 

o Ferry service reliability 

o Bulk waste transfer 

o Route planning 

o Roads networks and infrastructure condition and reliability 

 



 

 

 

• Ensure opportunities for benchmarking have been explored to identify 

best practice adopted in other Scottish Councils and island transportation 

models 

 

• Ensure risks to compliance have been identified and mitigations 

considered: 

 

o logistic, operational, financial, and contractual risks 

o contingency planning and scalable transport solutions 

 

• Ensure arrangements aid achievement of legislative compliance and 

environmental outcomes: 

 

o alignment with BMW landfill ban requirements and other waste 

hierarchy principles 

o efficiency of disposal routes and environmental impacts 

 

• Development and final agreement of improvement actions 

 

3.2 Throughout this review one panel meetings was held to gather evidence. 

• Panel one – Head of Roads and Infrastructure Services and Performance 

Manager  

 

3.3 We would like to extend our appreciation for the cooperation and assistance 
received from all attendees invited to provide evidence over the course of the 
review. 
 

3.4 Based on the information obtained over the course of the review the panel has 
identified one finding specific to this review. These are detailed in the report 
attached as appendix 1. 
 

3.5 The report has been discussed with the officers and panel members involved in 
the review to confirm accuracy and it is now for the Committee to decide 
whether to approve the report and, if so, to agree the most appropriate 
committee or other Council group for the BMW Landfill Ban Scrutiny Report to 
be presented to for consideration. 
 

4. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

4.1 Committee is requested to agree the attached report and agree the most 
appropriate Committee or other Council group for the report to be presented to 
for consideration.  
 

5. IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 
5.2 

Policy - None  
Financial –None 



 

 

 

5.3 
5.4 
5.5 
5.6 
 
5.7 
5.8 
5.9 
5.10 
5.11 
5.12 
 

Legal –None 
HR – None 
Customer Service – None 
Risk – The implementation of recommendations made help mitigate risks to 
the Council  
Climate Change – None 
Fairer Scotland Duty – None  
Equalities – protected characteristics – None  
Consumer Duty – None  
Island Communities – None 
Children’s Rights and Wellbeing - None 
 

Janice Wasson-Hall 
Chair of the BMW Landfill Ban Scrutiny Panel 
11 June 2026 
  
For further information please contact:  
Paul Macaskill, Chief Internal Auditor 
Tel: 01546 604108 
Email: paul.macaskill@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
 
Appendices: 
Appendix 1 – BMW Landfill Ban Scrutiny Report 


