
 
MINUTES OF MEETING of BUTE AND COWAL AREA COMMITTEE HELD ON A HYBRID 

BASIS IN THE QUEENS HALL DUNOON AND BY MICROSOFT TEAMS  
ON TUESDAY, 3 MARCH 2026  

 
 

Present: Councillor Reeni Kennedy-Boyle (Chair) 
 

 Councillor Gordon Blair  
Councillor Ross Moreland 
 

Councillor William Sinclair 
Councillor Peter Wallace 
 
 

Attending: Stuart McLean, Committee Manager, Argyll and Bute Council 
Mark Calder, Project Manager, Roads and Infrastructure, Argyll and Bute 
Council 
Marie Law, Headteacher, North Bute Primary School 
Jacqui Shields, Headteacher, St Andrews Primary School 
Douglas Whyte, Housing Strategy Manager, Development and Economic 
Growth, Argyll and Bute Council 

 
 

 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Daniel Hampsey, Liz McCabe and 
Audrey Forrest. 
 

 2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 

There were no declarations of interest intimated. 
 

 3. MINUTES  
 

 (a) Bute and Cowal Area Committee - 2 December 2025  

  The minute of the meeting of the Bute and Cowal Area Committee, held on 2 
December 2025 was approved as a correct record. 
 

 (b) Bute and Cowal Area Community Planning Group - 3 February 2026  

  The minutes of the meeting of the Bute and Cowal Area Community Planning Group,  held 
on 3 February 2026 were noted. 

 
 4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  

 

There were no public questions. 
 

 5. AREA COMMITTEE QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE REPORTS FQ3 2025-
2026  

 

The Committee gave consideration to the Area Performance report for financial quarter 3 of 
2025/26 (October – December 2025) which illustrated the agreed performance measures for this 
period. 
 
Decision 

Public Document Pack



 

The Bute and Cowal Area Committee noted the performance and supporting commentary 
as presented.  
 
(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Customer Support 
Services, dated 10 February 2026, submitted) 
 

 6. ROADS AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES UPDATE  
 

The Committee gave consideration to a report which provided links to the recent activities 
of Roads and Infrastructure Services. 
 
Decision 
 
The Bute and Cowal Area Committee noted the contents of the report. 
 
(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Roads and Infrastructure 
Services, dated 28 January 2026, submitted) 
 

 7. PRIMARY AREA ATTAINMENT REPORT: BUTE AND COWAL  
 

The Committee gave consideration to a report and a presentation which provided a range 
of key information about primary school provision in the Bute and Cowal area during the 
school session August 2025 to January 2026 and reported the national collection of 
attainment and achievement data from June 2025.  
 
Decision  
 
The Bute and Cowal Area Committee: 
 
1. noted the information provided within the report and presentation, and 
 
2. formally thanked and recognised the hard work and dedication of the teachers, 

other staff, students, parents and guardians. 
 
(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Education, dated March 
2026, submitted) 
 

 8. HOUSING SERVICES ACTIVITY UPDATE- STRATEGIC HOUSING 
INVESTMENT PLAN (SHIP) - ANNUAL UPDATE  

 

Consideration was given to a report which provided an update on Housing Services 
activity and the delivery of the Local Housing Strategy within the Bute and Cowal area.   
 
Decision 
 
The Bute and Cowal Area Committee noted the content of the report. 
 
(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Development and 
Economic Growth, dated January 2026, submitted)   
 
 

 9. APPOINTMENT TO COWAL TRANSPORT FORUM  
 



The Committee gave consideration to a report which sought the appointment of one 
Councillor to be their representative on the Cowal Transport Forum. 
 
Decision 
 
The Bute and Cowal Area Committee agreed that Councillor Gordon Blair be the Area 
Committee representative on the Cowal Transport Forum. 
 
(Reference: Report by Executive Director with responsibility for  Legal and Regulatory 
Support, dated  February 2026, submitted) 
 
 

 10. BUTE AND COWAL AREA COMMITTEE WORKPLAN  
 

The Bute and Cowal Area Committee workplan was before members for information.  
 
Decision  
 
The Bute and Cowal Area Committee noted the contents of the workplan.  
 
(Reference: Bute and Cowal Area Committee Workplan, dated 3 March 2026, submitted) 
 

 11. LAMONT BEQUEST AWARD RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

The Committee gave consideration to a report providing information regarding three 
applications that had been received for support from the Lamont Bequest. 
 
Decision 
 
The Bute and Cowal Area Committee agreed to award £50 to each of the single 
applicants and £100 to the family applicant  who met the criteria for support from the 
Combined Funds. 
 
(Reference: Report by the Executive Director with responsibility for Legal and Regulatory 
Support, dated February 2026, submitted) 
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