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Integration Joint Boards (IJBs) 

Following sustained lobbying by the third sector, the Scottish Government introduced 
proposals to give third sector, public, patient and carer representatives voting rights on 
Integration Joint Boards (IJBs). Previously these members did not have a formal vote. 

The proposals were challenged and considered by a Scottish Parliamentary committee. 
TSI Scotland and the Health and Social Care Alliance provided evidence, with ABTSI 
supplying a local case study which was referenced during proceedings. 

The Parliamentary committee has now rejected the proposed challenge, meaning third 
sector representatives will receive voting rights on IJBs. Glasgow TSI is represented on 
the national implementation working group and ABTSI also participated in a Scottish 
Government review session on the new guidance and regulations. 

Community Wealth Building (Scotland) Bill 

The Community Wealth Building (Scotland) Bill was passed in February 2026. The 
legislation places community wealth building on a statutory footing and requires local 
authorities and public bodies to prepare local action plans in consultation with 
communities, businesses and the third sector. 

The Bill is significant for the sector as it creates greater opportunity for TSIs, community 
organisations and social enterprises to influence local economic development, 
procurement, land use, employment practice and investment decisions. 

The Promise and children’s services legislation 

The Children (Care, Care Experience and Services Planning) (Scotland) Bill was passed 
on 19th March 2026. The legislation strengthens advocacy rights and places further 
duties on public bodies in relation to The Promise and corporate parenting. 

The Bill is expected to create additional opportunities for third sector organisations to 
support advocacy provision and influence local planning and redesign of services for 
care experienced children, young people and families. 



Local strategic partnerships 

HSCP cuts and the “Our Voices Matter” campaign 

Following the IJB meeting on 25th March, the cross-sector “Our Voices Matter” 
campaign succeeded in preventing the majority of proposed cuts to third sector grants 
and preventative community services. 

The campaign involved ABTSI, the CAB, Community Contacts, Lorn and Oban Healthy 
Options, the Poverty Alliance and over 40 local charities and organisations. 

While significant cuts were avoided, Carers Centres experienced a 15% budget 
reduction. ABTSI also met with local MSP Jenni Minto who raised concerns directly with 
council colleagues during the process. 

Given the wider financial pressures facing health and social care across Scotland, this 
outcome represents an important reprieve for the local sector. However, significant 
challenges remain for future budgets. 

ABTSI has also successfully campaigned for the Service Level Agreement with Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde to be reviewed in relation to performance, value for money and local 
relevance for Argyll and Bute. 

Scottish Parliament hustings events 

Three third and community sector focused hustings events took place ahead of the May 
2026 Scottish Parliamentary elections: 

• Oban  

• Dunoon  

• Helensburgh  

Internal matters, contracts, sector support and strategic action plan 

Strategy Review 2026–2031 

Consultants SKS have now produced a series of draft strategy documents which were 
discussed at the strategic review session in April. Further refinement work is ongoing 
and the documents will be shared with the Board in due course. 

Positive Destinations funding 

Positive Destinations funding through the No One Left Behind programme via the Local 
Employability Partnership has now been confirmed. 

Funding Stream Participants Allocation Delivery Area 

All Age Employability       30                    £88,990 Argyll and Bute wide 



This funding will support ABTSI’s volunteering and employability work with vulnerable 
groups across Argyll and Bute and continue delivery of a successful supported 
volunteering programme. 
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