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Helensburgh Community Hub is community connector and inclusive gathering space
focused on creative expression, social connection, and enhancing wellbeing.

Reading for pleasure focus

e Summer family fun programme
We are working in partnership with LiveArgyll (Helensburgh Library and the
community adult learning team), Fun First, Hill House, The Book Fairies organisation
and a Hermitage Primary teacher to create a bespoke summer family programme for
Helensburgh and Lomond based around (but exclusively) books and stories. It will be
an inclusive and accessible inter-generational project to encourage more families to
read together and provide free activities for them during the summer holidays.

e Helensburgh Book Festival 2026

Feedback from the hugely successful fourth Helensburgh Book Festival, which
featured 15 diverse events across 6 different locations:

- I really enjoyed the friendly welcoming community atmosphere of the festival,

- It wasn't too big and had a friendly, intimate vibe allowing us all to be able to
chat with each other and the authors.

- The festival gives people the chance to see and meet the authors in a friendly,
welcoming environment - and so many exciting events were included in this
year's offering. Fantastic!!

¢ Noir at the Bar

We were delighted to host the first ever Noir at the Bar in Helensburgh recently,
which saw around 150 people coming to hear ten best-selling crime authors hosted
by locally-based crime writer Daniel Sellars. The event raised £1,500 for our Dolly
Parton Imagination Library programme.

¢ Dolly Parton Imagination Library

We have more than 360 Helensburgh children registered to receive a free book
every month up to the age of five.

For children older than 5 and/or who don’t live in Helensburgh we offer a birthday
book programme where they can come and choose a book as a gift from us around
the time of their birthday.

e Book Nook visits

We have recently welcomed visits from 15t Helensburgh Squirrels, 15t Helensburgh
Beavers and two local nurseries. We are happy to arrange visits for local groups.




Pride 2026

Following the success of the first ever Helensburgh Pride last year we are organising
more events to celebrate Pride again this year, and we working with Phil Dexter from
LiveArgyll to look at bringing Rainbowfest to Helensburgh as part of our Pride
programme.

Full details are still to be finalised but we are hoping to involve local shops and
business showing their support for Pride by displaying Pride material, as well as
organising a quiz and possible picnic in the park.

Hub AGM and Trustee recruitment

Ahead of out AGM in June we are looking to recruit new trustees to support our
thriving and financially sustainable organisation. Please contact Development
Manager Gill Simpson (details below) for more information.
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For more information:
‘We also support Dolly Parton's Imagination Library free book gifting programme

for all children aged 0-8 who live in Helensburgh. Helensburgh Community Hub

For bout the ibrary, ad hoc Hub events, and other
erganisations and groups that use the Hub please contact: ) ‘
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Jaan's Bothy
01436 679218
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07386 800145
+ check out our Facebook page (3

For more information contact:
Development Manager Gill Simpson 01436 678088 / 07498 528747
manager@helensburghcommunityhub.org.uk
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