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COWAL, BUTE & HELENSBURGH PRIORITIES 2023-2026

The priorities for your area are decided by data from our strategic assessment which details
threats and risks, and also from feedback from local authorities, partners, and residents in the
Local Policing Survey. The current priorities are:

e Serious and organised crime

e Crimes of theft and dishonesty (acquisitive crime)
e Road safety and road crime

e ASB & Violent crime

e Public protection.

Acquisitive Crime

Across Argyll we have seen an increase in agricultural related thefts. Thefts of expensive
equipment and vehicles such as quad bikes are having a financial impact on our rural
communities. We are working with farmers and landowners offering crime prevention advice
and specialist DNA property marking kits. We continue to share good practice via our media
channels. We are liaising with colleagues nationally to identify good work and to ensure that
information and intelligence is being shared to our front line for directed patrols. Those
involved often travel on our road networks, so we have increased vehicle stop checks which
allows us to gather further intelligence. Those involved have also been known to carry out
reconnaissance by using drone technology, so we have reached out to local communities to
report any suspicious activity.

Look a head and planning

e To keep our visible presence in the community and work with business to reduce
acquisitive crime

e Share information and work closely with British Transport Police targeting those
using our rail network to commit theft in our community.

Please note that all data included in this report are management information and not official statistics.
All data are sourced from Police Scotland internal systems and are correct as of date of publication.
Unless stated otherwise numerical comparisons are against the previous year to date and the previous
five-year average for the same data period specified.
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e Toincrease our online crime prevention footprint to provide information and
support to local communities
e To identify and support vulnerable individuals who may be more at risk to fraud

Road Safety

The number of fatal RTC’s recorded in Argyll and Bute has seen a notable reduction from 8
to 3 across our recording year.

Police efforts to drive down the number of people killed and seriously injured on our road’s
focus on enforcement of the law; prevention through education and early intervention; and
proactive, visible deterrents.

The increase in road traffic offences is testament to the proactive and targeted response of
both local policing teams and our specialist colleagues.

Our national Road Policing Division proactively patrol the roads network, respond to
emergency incidents, assume the role of investigating officer at serious and fatal road
collisions and support local policing. Our national unit are imbedded into local police stations
across Argyll providing us with access to our specialist support. One recent addition is that
we have 10 Road Policing officers accredited by the Institute of the Motor Industry (IMI), in
the identification of suspect stolen motor vehicles and plant equipment. These officers are
all aligned to Road Policing shifts across the country and are available to provide advice and
guidance as well as attending to carry out examinations.

Our national Motorcycle Unit continue to deploy across Argyll enforcing road traffic
legislation, responding to major incidents and assisting with incidents on the strategic road
network. Our national Motorcycle safety campaign started in March and runs through till
September. This campaign is vital and our continued visible presence influences driver and
road users’ behaviour.

The Safety cameras on the A82 are being reintroduced in the coming weeks. This is a
welcome return on a notorious section of our roads networks which sees a massive rise in
vehicular traffic over the summer months. It is anticipated that these will be going live in
June.

Our officers locally have received an awareness session from the British Horse Society
where they had in person presentations raising awareness and concerns from horse riders.

Our recent road safety event in Helensburgh was a tremendous success with a great level of
community interest and involvement.

Between 1/02/2026 and 28/04/2026

e 20 road users have been charged with driving carelessly and without due
consideration for other road users.

e 56 road users have been issued with fixed penalty notices for excessive speed

e 10 persons have been charged with driving whilst unfit through drink or drugs

Please note that all data included in this report are management information and not official statistics.
All data are sourced from Police Scotland internal systems and are correct as of date of publication.
Unless stated otherwise numerical comparisons are against the previous year to date and the previous
five-year average for the same data period specified.
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Look ahead and planning

e Loose the blinkers initiative with specialist mounted officers, road traffic officers and
local policing to raise awareness of driving near to or passing horses on the road.

e Local positive action targeting those driving at excessive speed within our
community.

ASB/Violence

Violent crime is often sporadic and influenced by alcohol. Our high visible direct patrols and
support of our nighttime economy is key to reducing violence in our communities. Argyll &
Bute council have invested in CCTV upgrades across the region which will be vital in
supporting local policing through crime prevention and increasing detections.

ASB in rural communities can have a stronger impact as it often takes place within smaller
close-knit villages. Low level ASB can increase fear, especially among older residents. Our
geographical challenges can also result in slower response times allowing problems to
persist longer. Our recent Crimestoppers campaign highlighted and promoted a need for
greater community intelligence, and we encourage our communities to report ASB concerns
in confidence

Police Scotland has completed its national rollout of body worn cameras, with officers in
West Dunbartonshire now routinely equipped as of April 2026. This modernisation effort
focuses on three primary benefits:

1. Better Evidence: Real-time, high-quality footage provides objective records for court,
leading to swifter justice, more guilty pleas, and less reliance on written statements.

2. Accountability: The cameras ensure transparency for both the public and the
police. Knowing interactions are recorded deters misconduct and allows for the faster, fairer
resolution of complaints.

3. Public Trust: By providing unbiased evidence of professional conduct and helping to de-
escalate tense situations, the technology is designed to boost community confidence and
strengthen the bond between the police and the public.

Overall, the initiative represents a significant shift toward a more transparent, efficient, and
modern justice system.

Look ahead and planning

e To identify and target ASB concerns

e To promote community Intelligence through Crimestoppers

e To adopt a proactive policing response to the misuse of drugs and alcohol

e To work with education to support young persons and to influence decision making
and choices.

Please note that all data included in this report are management information and not official statistics.
All data are sourced from Police Scotland internal systems and are correct as of date of publication.
Unless stated otherwise numerical comparisons are against the previous year to date and the previous
five-year average for the same data period specified.
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e To work with other partners to make Helensburgh & Lomond a safe place to live and
visit.

Public Protection

We continue to support individuals through a victim centred approach. Our officers receive
regular training and guidance to ensure that we are supporting those affected with a
professionalism and empathy.

Public protection is often complex. Policing on its own is not the solution. By working in
partnership, taking a multi-agency approach, increasing public confidence and raising public
awareness, we are better placed to identify threat, manage risk and prevent harm.

Missing persons are a key area of focus for us and after a person is found, we always
explore what measures can be taken to prevent the missing episode from recurring. We do
this by understanding the reasons and then working with partners to signpost to appropriate
support mechanisms.

Look ahead and planning

e To ensure we have effective safeguarding plans in place for victims.
o To target domestic offenders ensuring that bail conditions are being followed.
o To support frontline officers by upskilling and developing understanding.

Local News

Our new Community Officer PC Jack Deans has started at Helensburgh and was delighted
to meet some of the community at our community stand at the Civic Centre on Friday 24"
April.

Our officers are always willing to advise on crime prevention matters and we would
encourage those of you who feel they could benefit from advice to get in touch

If you attend at Helensburgh Police Station and we have no police support staff on duty.

o Always dial 999 in an emergency

¢ 101 for non-emergencies

o Text Relay - 18001101 for deaf, deafened, hard of hearing or speech-impaired
callers

If we are experiencing high call demand and you find that your wait time on 101 is longer
than you would like. You can contact us by completing an online form. To access this form,
use the QR code below.

Please note that all data included in this report are management information and not official statistics.
All data are sourced from Police Scotland internal systems and are correct as of date of publication.
Unless stated otherwise numerical comparisons are against the previous year to date and the previous
five-year average for the same data period specified.
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Useful Links/Contacts

e Argyll and Bute Communtiy Directory - https://abcd.scot/ including warm spaces
information

e Crimestoppers — Crimestoppers in Scotland | Crimestoppers (crimestoppers-uk.org) 0800
555111

e Scottish Partnership Against Rural Crime — www.scottishparc.co.uk

e Women’s Aid - Home - Women's Aid (womensaid.org.uk)

e Citizens Advice — 0808 164 6000

e Argyll and Bute Council Trading Standards — 01546 605 519

e Argyll and Bute Council — https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/my-council/how-contact-us

e Transport Scotland — road related incidents and road closures -
https://www.traffic.gov.scot/traffic-information/incidents

e Scottish Water - https://www.scottishwater.co.uk/Help-and-Resources/Contact-Us 0800
0778 778

e NHS24 (including mental health support) — 111 or https://www.nhsinform.scot/

Follow us on Social Media and help share loacl appeals and education messages
e Facebook - Police Scotland Argyll and West Dunbartonshire
e X (formerly Twitter) — PSOSArgylIBute and PSOS ArgWestDunb

Sign up to Neighbourhood Watch to receive local alerts and bulletins for your community area -
https://neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk/#0

Have your say on your local policing priorities - Your Police 2024-2025 - Police Scotland - Citizen
Space

Please note that all data included in this report are management information and not official statistics.
All data are sourced from Police Scotland internal systems and are correct as of date of publication.
Unless stated otherwise numerical comparisons are against the previous year to date and the previous
five-year average for the same data period specified.
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