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Community Council Elections — 20 August 2026

Summary

The report asks the Helensburgh and Lomond Area Community Planning
Group to note the information provided in relation to the forthcoming
Community Council elections and the potential implications for Community
Council representation during this period. It further asks Area Community
Planning Partners to support the forthcoming Community Council elections by
promoting awareness within their own communities and networks.

1. Purpose

1.1 This report provides information on the forthcoming Community
Council elections and sets out the relationship between the election
timetable (Appendix 1) and the August cycle of Area Community
Planning Group meetings. The report sets out the timing of the
elections and the potential implications for Community Council
representation during this period.

1.2 The report invites Area Community Planning Partners to support
the forthcoming Community Council elections by promoting
awareness within their own communities and networks.

2. Recommendations

2.1 The Area Community Planning Group is asked to note the
information provided; the potential implications for Community
Council representation during this period; and to support the
forthcoming Community Council elections by promoting
awareness within their own communities and networks.

3. Detail

3.1  The next Community Council elections for Argyll and Bute will take
place on 20 August 2026 and will cover all 56 Community Councils
across the local authority area. These elections form part of the four-



3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

year electoral term and support ongoing community representation
at a local level.

The nomination period for candidates will open on 5 June 2026 and
will close on 25 June 2026. During this period, eligible residents will
be invited to submit nominations to stand for election to their local
Community Council, in line with the approved Scheme for the
Establishment of Community Councils.

Following the close of nominations, official notices will be published
no later than 2 July 2026. These notices will confirm which
Community Councils are uncontested and those where an election
is required. For Community Councils where the number of valid
nominations does not exceed the number of available places, no Poll
will be held, and those Community Councillors will be deemed
elected uncontested as of 20 August 2026. Follow up by-elections
may be necessary if there are less than 50% of vacancies filled on
a community council.

On the basis that the date of the election is not until 20" August,
and existing community councillors will continue until the date of
the election, Community Councils will continue to be invited to
attend the August meetings. Only the MAKI ACPG would be
impacted as that meeting is scheduled to take place post-election
date. However, not all Community Councils attend every meeting,
and provided that the quorum of five members is met, meetings
should proceed as scheduled.

For the Oban, Lorn and the Isles and the Bute and Cowal Area
Community Planning Groups, those Groups are currently chaired
by Community Councillors, however, as mentioned above those
members would remain Community Councillors up until midnight
on 19t August and there would be no concerns in terms of their
ability to chair the August meetings.

It's possible where additional by-elections may be required that
there is an impact on the November round of meetings as
Community Councils cannot not be formally established/constituted
until their inaugural meetings have taken place. The timetable for
these inaugural meetings cannot be confirmed until the position on
membership is known. That may mean a delay.

Area Community Planning Partners are asked to support the
forthcoming Community Council elections by promoting awareness
within their own communities and networks, including encouraging
eligible residents to consider standing for election and to participate
in the nomination process. Partner support in sharing information
locally will assist in maximising engagement and supporting the
establishment of Community Councils across Argyll and Bute.



4. Conclusion

4.1 This report sets out the timing of the forthcoming Community Council
elections and their alignment with the August cycle of Area
Community Planning Group meetings. The Area Community
Planning Group is asked to note the information provided and the
potential implications for Community Council representation during
this period and invites Area Community Planning Partners to support
the forthcoming Community Council elections by promoting
awareness within their own communities and networks.

5. ABOIP Outcomes
Not applicable. This report relates to Community Council representation on
Area Community Planning Groups during their August 2026 cycle of
meetings.

For further information please contact:

Lynsey Innis, Committee and Democratic Services Officer, Argyll and Bute Council

Tel 01546 604338

Appendix 1 — Approved Timetable for Community Council Elections



Appendix 1

ARGYLL AND BUTE
COMMUNITY COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2026

TIMETABLE

Register in Force

Publish Notice of Election

Nominations Open

Close of Nominations and last date for withdrawal
Publish Notice of Poll or Uncontested Elections
Issue postal votes

Election day/last day for receipt of postal votes

Count

1June 2026

4 June 2026

5 June 2026

25 June 2026 (4pm)

2 July 2026

16 July 2026

20 August 2026 (4pm)

21 August 2026



