Email from Applicant dated 9 February 2026

Good Morning,

Please find attached the results of the traffic survey as requested in AB7 form on 18th
December 2025. In order to comprehensively address the concerns raised by the Roads officer,
additional survey data was commissioned and has been provided.

As expected, the recorded mean traffic speed (40.1 mph) was not significantly lower than the 40
mph speed limit and would not enable Roads to apply the standard visibility splay for a slower
speed. However, whilst Roads may have historically adopted this standards-based approach,
neither the DMRB nor the MfS state that this is the only acceptable approach to departures from
standard. Indeed most modern guidance recommends a risk-based approach.

To help Roads pursue a risk-based approach considering local context, a full geometric
analysis of the visual incursion has been provided, the results of an overtaking survey are
attached and attention is drawn to the relevant accident statistics.

3D geometric analysis proves that visibility is reduced by between 4% and 6% when considering
all dimensions specified by the visibility splay standard and not just Y-distance. Furthermore,
research for MfS2 found 'no evidence' that 'failure to provide visibility at priority junctionsin
accordance with the values recommended in MfS1 or DMRB will result in an increased risk of
injury collisions'.

Additionally, the visual incursion only affects visibility for vehicles overtaking in the southbound
direction. Therefore, an overtaking survey was also commissioned to measure the frequency of
such events. Over the same 7-day period as the ATC survey, just 2 overtaking events occurred
that would have been affected by the visual incursion and in both cases the overtaking vehicle
would have been visible from the proposed new access.

This evidence proves that the impact/severity of the visual incursion is minor and the
likelihood/frequency of overtaking events is low, leading to an overall low risk rating. The
accident statistics over 26 years for the six existing adjacent accesses with 0 m visibility are
further proof that the risk posed by reduced visibility is negligible in this case, irrespective of
traffic speed.

It should be noted that the overtaking survey revealed an additional safety issue that has not
previously been considered, that of stationary delivery vehicles either partially or fully blocking
one side of the road.



The overtaking survey included the area in front of the proposed new access as well as that
affected by the visual incursion. During the 7-day survey 93 overtaking instances were recorded
involving stationary delivery vehicles. This is due to the lack of appropriate or dedicated areas
for vehicles to pull in. Given that the proposed new access includes a lay-by, many of these
overtaking events could be eliminated. Please note, the visual incursion would have no effect
on these overtaking events.

The data provided proves the effect on safety of the visual incursion is negligible. However, the
proposed development provides a significant opportunity to improve visibility for adjacent
accesses and reduce overtaking of stationary delivery vehicles, dramatically improving both
road safety and traffic flow.

Bestregards,

Matt Aitchison & Lisa Bradbury



