Ul ARGYLL

Semester two starts for us on 20 January with some short full-time courses either re-running to
starting alongside those that run for the full academic year.

The Helensburgh Learning Centre has a new cohort of students on our Access to College course
which provides students who either have no formal qualifications or who have perhaps been out
of education for a short while to gain the skills they will need to be successful when they look at
courses at Level 5 and upwards. This current cohort is a mix of students with some on release
from work and some studying the course as part of a Flexible Learning Plan.

We are hopeful that February will see the introduction of a new course — Return to Education -
aimed at older adults who have been out of education for a significant period of time and are
looking to refresh foundation skills ahead of applying for Level 5 or above courses. This course is
being developed specifically to meet the needs of this group of people with for example a
heavier focus on digital skills.

We are actively involved with the local community and are looking forward to supporting the
Kirkmichael Community Group who are hiring part of the centre for an event in January to
encourage public involvement in their plans for the area.

We are also looking forward to participating in the Hermitage Academy Careers Fair on Thursday
29 January. This is a key event for us in terms of our local awareness and it is an opportunity to
showcase to the local community the breadth of courses that UHI Argyll offer and that can be
studied locally.

We are actively looking and interested in ways we can work more closely with the local
community to increase awareness of UHI Argyll in Helensburgh and of the wide range of courses
we can offer. Recruitment in FE and HE education remains challenging across the sector.



