Community Development Update
Helensburgh & Lomond Area Community Planning Group - February 2026

The H&L Recovery Network met on the 29" January at the HLCC. The network members come
from local voluntary organisations, community groups, and the public service with a view of
increasing joint working to assist individuals experiencing issues with drugs and alcohol. The
network is focussed on the National Standards for Medically Assisted Treatment (MAT Standard
8 - Standard 8 Independent Advocacy and Social Support - Medication Assisted Treatment
(MAT) standards: access, choice, support - gov.scot ) which states the right to independent
advocacy and support to access housing, welfare, and income needs for those experiencing
drug and alcohol issues.

The Network meeting included a presentation from Lomond and Argyll Advocacy Service
www.laas.org.uk who provide a voice for people locally when engaging with local services. The
launch of the network is a joint project between Community Development and the ADP.

Kirkmichael Community Development Group, and the Scottish Men’s Shed Association
held a joint open day at UHI Argyll in Kirmichael on Saturday 17" January, 10-12 noon to gauge
interest in a number of proposals for the local area. This was attended by round 30-40
community members with Cove Park delivering a community workshop for children and adults
on the morning. The event also resulted in new volunteers joining a working group for both the
KCDG and Men’s shed association. The event was also supported by Helensburgh Community
Council who provided refreshments.

One of the main proposals at present is the creation of a Men’s / Community Shed in the former
changing rooms beside the college. This will involve the group engaging with the council to
discuss the potential of a lease of the site. It would be anticipated that a shed would have wide
ranging benefits for health, by increasing activities available locally, informal social support,
and as a focus for further projects in partnership with the KCDG.

The Princess Louise Hall Committee is being supported and currently working with Property
on the ongoing works to the Howie pavilion. Community Development are supporting the group
to access further funds and to consider smaller community events and activities to mark the
reopening of this part of the hall — while wider renovations take place.

UHI Argyll have started an accredited gardening course at Hermitage Park in January, for
volunteers who face multiple barriers to employment. The sessions have been offered and
created in partnership with A&B Council and the Friends of Hermitage Park.

Locally the CDO continues to provide a range of funding advice and governance support to
groups including Centre 81, Helensburgh Foodbank and FoHP.

The wider Community Development team are continuing to support groups with Local Place
Plans, Asset Transfers and refine our Supporting Communities Fund with our colleagues in IT.


https://www.gov.scot/publications/medication-assisted-treatment-mat-standards-scotland-access-choice-support/pages/13/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/medication-assisted-treatment-mat-standards-scotland-access-choice-support/pages/13/
http://www.laas.org.uk/

