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Project Overview

Climate Action Towns
In a nutshell...
To support place-based climate action in a network of seven small
Scottish towns, working collaboratively with local communities. From
this, Architecture and Design Scotland will develop learning that can be
applied in places across Scotland.

Project Aims

We are working collaboratively with local
al people
and organisations in small towns across
oss Scotland
to:
aptation
• Bring small towns into the climate adaptation
conversation;
• Challenge and explore what types of place
ace
based action can be taken in small towns;
s;
• Explore opportunities to support communities
ities to
deliver real change on the ground in areas with
historically limited action on climate change;
• Use this work to share learnings for inclusive
climate action at a town scale that can be
applied in places across Scotland and beyond.

In Campbeltown...
In partnership with South Kintyre Development
Trust, Campbeltown Community Council and
Inspiralba we are aiming to support the development
of the latest Campbeltown Community Action Plan.
Looking at the topics prioritised in the action plan,
we will help identify climate risks and opportunities
for climate action.
In addition, we are exploring how we can work in
partnership with Argyll & Bute Community Planning
Partnership Climate Change Working Group to
support the development of further educational
resources on climate change and adaptation.

The Climate Action
Towns Team
A brief overview of
our team’s experience
and expertise

Karen Ridgewell

Laura Hainey

Karen has worked with the Built Environment
for over 15 years as an Architect, BREEAM
Assessor, Contractor, Responsible Sustainable
Business Manager and Adaptation Planning
professional.

Laura is an Architect with experience in
small sustainable practice in Cambridge and
a practice in Glasgow focussed on social
housing and environmental and landscape
improvements. She has voluntary experience
designing an earth brick school in Southern
India and in Community Gardens in Glasgow.

At A&DS, her focus is the Designing for a
Changing Climate service, working with Local
Authorities through the planning system to
enable systemic change that works towards
the achievement of carbon reduction targets
and embeds climate adaptation into spatial
plans and development strategies and briefs.

-RLQLQJ$ '6LQKHUVXVWDLQDELOLW\
focused work has increased gradually in scale
from managing the Library of Sustainable
Building Materials, to producing building case
VWXGLHVIRU$ '6DQG5HWUR¿W6FRWODQGWR
joining the Designing for a changing climate
work and Climate Action Towns.

The Climate Action
Towns Team

Ness Wright

Chiara Fingland

Andrew Piggott

Ness is a specialist in user-centred design,
with a background in systems thinking,
co-design and climate change adaptation
planning. In her previous role as Senior
Service Designer at Snook, Ness led on a
wide portfolio of climate-related projects
across the UK and Ireland.

Chiara is an Architect with a broad experience
from working on projects across a diverse
set of sectors and formats, including master
planning, residential development, conversion
of existing fabric, and community-led
feasibility studies. She has a passion for
research with a focus on investigating more
sustainable housing solutions and how
communities can be empowered to make
decisions.

Andrew is an Architect who has practiced
in London and Edinburgh. In his ten-year
career to date, he has delivered a gallery for
rare books and manuscripts at the University
of Oxford’s Bodleian Library, a salmon
smokehouse in the Outer Hebrides and a
number of award-winning housing schemes.

Ness will be drawing on this rich body of
experience to support the work of the Climate
Action Town’s project, helping to identify
FOLPDWHDFWLRQZLWKFREHQH¿WVDWWRZQVFDOH
and foster collaboration for wider systems
change.

She aims to use this experience, having
recently joined A&DS, to support the work of
the Climate Actions Town’s project in addition
to the wider spatial strategy work of the
organisation.

Andrew recently co-curated the What If…?
/ Scotland exhibition, which was Scotland’s
HQWU\IRUWKH9HQLFH$UFKLWHFWXUH
Biennale. The project involved extensive
engagement work with communities across
Scotland; Andrew’s experience with this led
him to join A&DS to support the Climate
Action Towns project.

Context
A&DS Climate
Timeline
Context Timeline

Spring 2019
The Scottish Government
ask A&DS to help implement
Scotland’s Climate Change Plan
and Act at a local level.

Spring 2019
The Just Transition Commission
is launched, to achieve a net zero
and climate resilient economy in
a way that delivers fairness and
tackles inequality and injustice.
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Scottish
Government
declares a state
of Climate
Emegency

2Q$SULODVWKH
¿UVWJRYHUQPHQWLQWKH
world, Nicola Sturgeon
declared a climate
emergency.

An event in Glasgow which will bring
together almost every country in the
world for what many believe to be the
world’s last chance to get runaway
climate change under control.

Climate Action Towns
report published - March 2022
Learnings are applied in
other places across Scotland
and beyond.
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COP 26
in Glasgow
November


A&DS Climate Action Towns
project launches - May 2021

A&DS Designing for a Changing
Climate project begins
July 2019

The project will be working with local people and
organisations to support place-based climate
action in a network of six small Scottish towns,
the learnings from which can be applied in
places across Scotland.

An exploration into designing for a changing
climate, using a whole place approach to
meet the net zero carbon challenge.
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Climate
Change Act
2019: Net Zero
by 2045
2FWREHU

The Act amends the Climate Change
6FRWODQG $FWDQGFULWLFDOO\VHWV
a target of net zero greenhouse gas
HPLVVLRQVE\

IPCC 6th
Assessment
Report
August 
September 2020
Launch of ‘Our Place’
website, a site devoted
WRSURPRWLQJWKHEHQH¿WV
of place and place-based
working across Scotland.

International Report states that
‘climate change is widespread,
rapid, and intensifying’.
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September 2020
The Scottish Government
make a commitment to
developing a network of
Climate Action Towns in the
3URJUDPPHIRU:RUN
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A&DS Design for a Changing
Climate Report - October 2020
7KHUHSRUWLGHQWL¿HVHLJKWSULQFLSOHVRID&DUERQ
&RQVFLRXV3ODFHDQGRHUVH[DPSOHVDQG
illustrations to help guide and inspire people to
support a whole-place approach to responding
to the climate crisis.

December 2020
Update to Scotland’V
Climate Change Plan sets out the
Scottish Government’s pathway to
new and ambitious targets set by
WKH&OLPDWH&KDQJH$FW

Scotland’s
Climate
Assembly
Report published
0DUFK

Scotland’s Climate Assembly brought together
people from all walks of life, from across
Scotland, to discuss the question, ‘How
should Scotland change to tackle the climate
HPHUJHQF\LQDQHHFWLYHDQGIDLUZD\"¶

