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Compared to the previous year, Group 1 crimes of 
violence reduced by 7.6% (n=7).  While serious assaults 
reduced by almost 20% from 36 to 29, this was offset by 
a slight increase in robberies from 6 to 9.   Two murders 
have also been recorded versus 0 last year and 2 
attempted murders versus 1 last year. Three of the 4 
murder / att. murder crimes occurred within residential 
premises and were committed by persons known to the 
victim.  The fourth crime was against a police officer. 

Year on year public reported ASB increased by 50% which 
equates to 1609 more incidents being recorded.   This is largely 
due to a substantial increase in public nuisance incidents 
relating to persons breaching Covid-19 restrictions during the 
initial lockdown. 
In contrast, ASB related crimes have reduced by 20% (n=383), 
mainly due to a 24.5% reduction in common assaults (n=215) 
and a 23.2% reduction in crimes relating threatening & abusive 
behaviour (n=138).   
 

The detection rate for violent crime overall remains high at 76.3%. The 2 murder 
crimes and 2 attempted murder crimes have been detected and the detection rate 
for serious assaults has increased to 96.6% from 91.7% in 2019/20. The detection 
rate for common assault remains relatively unchanged year on year at 75.6%. 

Across Argyll & Bute 10 persons linked to serious and 
organised crime have been arrested and £227,399 

seized under POCA.

The number of bogus crimes in A&B have increased
from 26 last year to 79 this year. Most crimes
recorded related to social engineering frauds
involving bogus phone calls/emails. Two related to
a bogus caller / workman.

In 2020/21 the total number of acquisitive crimes recorded across Argyll & Bute 
reduced by 14.6% (n=109) compared to the previous year.  Most crime types 
saw a noticeable downward trend; housebreakings reduced by 14.3% (n=14), 
vehicle crimes reduced by 25.4% (n=15), theft by shoplifting reduced by 44.7% 
(n=67) and common theft by 28.7% (n=80).  The only exception is fraud crime 
which has shown a concerning rise increasing by 86.5% from 89 last year to 166. 
Social engineering frauds have seen the biggest increase, online marketplace 
and credit card frauds have also increased.  It is highly likely that crime levels 
have been influenced by Covid-19 lockdown restrictions and resultant increase 
in online activity.  

Set against figures recorded at the end of 2019/20, drug supply crimes have 

reduced by 21.8% from 55 to 43 while drug possession charges have increased 

by 16.8% from 410 to 479.  

Year-end data shows road casualties within A&B 
reduced by 58.3% in 2020/21 compared to the previous 
year, which equates to 126 fewer casualties.  Fatalities 
reduced from 11 to 5, serious injuries from 88 to 34 and 
slight injuries reduced from 117 to 51.  These figures 
have clearly been influenced by Covid-19 restrictions 
which have resulted in a significantly lower volume of 
traffic on the road network.   

In 2020/21 Group 2 sexual crimes saw a marginal 
reduction of 1.9% (n=4) compared to the previous year.  
Although rape crimes reduced by 47.1% from 53 to 28 
year on year, and indecent / sexual assaults reduced by 
14.8% from 81 to 69, this was offset by a significant 
increase in crimes relating to indecent 
images/communication from 45 to 87.   Approx. 31.2% 
of all sexual crimes recorded were non-recent reports. 
66% of all crimes relating to indecent communication / 
images involved children, predominately aged 10 to 15 
years.  This trend is reflected nationally, and we 
continue to work with partners to raise awareness and 
develop interventions and advice.   
 

Year on year the detection rate for Group 2 sexual crime 
reduced slightly from 55.8% to 52%. However, the 
detection rate for rape crime increased from 64.7% to 
70.4%.   

During 2020/21 there were 102 missing person reports
recorded within Argyll & Bute which equates to around 8
per month. 22 of these were assessed as High Risk.

Year-end figures show a marginal increase of 0.6% in the total number of domestic 
abuse incidents recorded within Argyll & Bute during 2020/21 compared to the 
previous year, while domestic abuse crimes reduced by 17% from 513 to 426.  

 

 

In total 239 cyber-enabled crimes were recorded within 
Argyll & Bute in 2020/21 which is significant increase 
from 77 in the previous year.  93 crimes related to online 
fraud, 52 to threatening messages sent via social media, 
64 to indecent communication / images and 6 to 
extortion.  In almost a third of all cyber enabled crimes 
the victim knew the offender. To date 60 crimes have 
been detected. 
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Flourishing Local Economy Independent (Older People) 

DISABILITY HATE CRIME 
Police Scotland in partnership with community charity I Am Me Scotland are committed to tackling disability hate crime throughout Argyll & Bute. Keep Safe training continues to be delivered to businesses in Argyll & Bute including recent training for Carr 
Gomm and Citizens Advice Bureaus. Future training has been arranged for Shopper-Aide in Campbeltown with local officers being trained to deliver these inputs. The training provides employees with information on how to gain a deeper understanding of 
different disabilities and how COVID19 may have impacted on these. The training also includes awareness on disability hate crime and how this can be reported as well as how to find their local Keep Safe Places within Argyll & Bute. Partnership funding has 
been provided by Argyll & Bute Community Justice Partnership for printing of business packs and window stickers to help increase training for more Keep Safe premises.  
 
PARTNERSHIP APPROACH TO WATER SAFETY IN ARGYLL & BUTE 
In partnership with members of Argyll & Bute’s Community Safety Partnership, Police Scotland are supporting the newly established Water Safety group which is being led by HM Coastguard. We are looking ahead towards a time where staycations will be 
common place and will use a combination of partnership planning, educational awareness and safety interventions at key locations to make our extensive shores/waterways safer.  
 
 
 

HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH 
HMS Queen Elizabeth arrived at the new Northern Ammunition Jetty on Loch Long in March, for what 
will be the first of many visits in the coming years for the Royal Navy’s new flagship aircraft carrier. 
The 65,000 tonne, £3 billion aircraft carrier berthed at Glen Mallan between 15 and 20 March as part 
of final preparations for her first operational deployment leading the UK’s new Carrier Strike Group.   
 
WHAT3WORDS APP NOW USED BY POLICE OFFICERS 
The location sharing app what3words has being introduced for operational use. What3words works by 
gridding the Earth into 3x3 metre squares - the coordinates of each are then given three unique words 
to pinpoint an exact location. C3 will now accept what3words locations from members of the public 
calling 999 and 101. This will be useful for members of the public who are contacting us from rural or 
unknown areas. It is important to note that when a member of the public calls 999/101, a postal 
address will always be asked as default – this will not change. 
 
 
 
 

KEEPING IN TOUCH EVENTS GO VIRTUAL 
Supporting our staff at important stages in their lives is important and we recently held a virtual 
Keeping in Touch Event which provided advice and information for colleagues about pregnancy 
and maternity leave as well as Shared Parental Leave, Adoption, etc; Making use of virtual 
technology allowed colleagues from around the division to come together in a virtual network. 
 

ARGYLL AND WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE OFFICERS AND VOLUNTEERS WIN AT NATIONAL AWARDS 
The Scottish Women’s Development Forum (SWDF) is a Police Scotland Diversity Staff Association 
and they held their annual awards on International Women’s Day (Monday 8 March 202to 
recognise the contributions and achievements of police staff, police officers and those who 
volunteer with Police Scotland or work with the Scottish Police Authority. Argyll and West 
Dunbartonshire Policing Division had colleagues shortlisted in 7 out of the 10 categories. We were 
delighted that officers based in Argyll & Bute came away with some of the top awards including 
Police Officer of the Year and the Community Service Award.   
 

ONLINE CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOTATION 
We continue to share safety messaging and promote awareness of online child 
sexual exploitation and abuse. This has included national campaigns such as 
#GetHelpOrGetCaught and awareness raising on Safer Internet Day. We are 
also drawing on the expertise of our national Cyber Harm Prevention Team who 
are working in partnership with Education Scotland and ‘Stop It Now’ to provide 
training to teachers and guidance teachers, identifying and supporting those 
involved in technology assisted harmful sexual behaviour. 
 

FRAUD PREVENTION 
We have developed a Fraud Prevention Delivery Plan which will focus on 
Education, Prevention and Enforcement over the coming months. We have  
also developed a new ‘cared for at home network’ which is enabling Police 
Scotland and Trading Standards to share “alerts” with carers about emerging 
bogus activity, which they in turn can share with those they care for during face 
to face visits. We are also working in partnership with Trading Standards to 
install Call Blocking devices in the homes of vulnerable people to screen 
unrecognised/unwelcome callers. An online Fraud Awareness event has been 
arranged for 18th May 2021 which is being hosted by Argyll TSI in partnership 
with Police Scotland, Trading Standards and Nationwide Building Society. 
Hosted over Microsoft Teams, there are currently 50 community groups signed 
up to attend the event and all community councils have been encouraged to 
attend to help raise awareness and prevention further victimisation.  

 

STAYCATIONS 
In support of the Staycation Agenda, the Scottish Government provided funding 
from the Economic Growth Fund to Argyll & Bute Council. A portion of this 
funding will be used to enhance patrols out with the National Park alongside 4 
newly recruited Local Authority Wardens. Whilst there is no designated funding 
from the National Park this year to provide additional police resources into the 
Park, well established partnership working continues to support the Rangers 
and joint patrols with the Water Bailiffs are facilitated where resources permit.  

 
 
ROAD SAFETY AND ROAD CRIME 
Responding to speeding concerns raised at local community council meetings, 
Roads Policing and local officers have carried out speed checks at highlighted 
locations to influence driver behaviour and detect any speeding offences.  
Plans for local action in support of upcoming campaigns are also in place. 
These include Motorcycle Safety, Operation Close Pass, Global Road Safety 
Week and the National Seatbelt Campaign. Local Days of Action are planned in 
May for Dunoon and Oban using officers from the Community Engagement 
Team.  
 

ARREST REFERRAL SCHEME 
Working closely with Argyll & Bute’s Alcohol and Drugs Partnership we will 
continue to provide support to those affected by drug misuse. It is often the 
case that people in police custody do not routinely engage with community 
support services or their GP and are often in crisis. The Arrest Referral scheme 
offers a focussed and easily accessible intervention pathway to our local third 
sector partners, ‘We Are With You’.  
 

FRONTLINE SUPPORT BOOKLET 
A pilot frontline support booklet is being supported in Cowal and Bute by local 
Police Officers, SFRS, Scottish Ambulance Service and local GP’s. This booklet 
has been collated with local support groups and services involved in emotional 
wellbeing support, alcohol, drug and gambling addictions and support for 
veterans. Police officers will be able to hand these booklets out to anyone in 
the community who would benefit from this support which may result in 
earlier interventions through local support services.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

LOOKING AHEAD 

 Easing of Lockdown restrictions 

 Resumption of events / parades 

 Summer visitors / tourism 

 COP26 
 
 
 




