
Shaded - Similar indicators - only one to be chosen if applicable
Bold - Included in Communities Scotland menu of indicators

Indicator Indicator source Data source
Level of data 
availability

Most 
recent 
data

Frequency 
of data Comments

JOBS & PROSPERITY                                                 

Quality of employment
Proportion of working age people with low incomes. Social Justice Milestone 14 Macro influences too significant?

Average earnings / household income (full time male & 
female)

New Earnings Survey, 
NOMIS

Macro influences too significant?

Number of, and employment in, Investors In People 
accredited companies

Smart Successful Scotland 
13b

Opportunity
The percentage increase or decrease in the number of local 
jobs

Quality of Life Indicator 5 Annual Business Inquiry, 
NOMIS

Local authority 2002 Annual Key priority for Exec. High-level impact. Context 
will be important re. macro influences.  Question 
reliability of ABI. Community Planning issue may 
be quality of jobs rather than number.

Survival / closure of VAT registered businesses - three year 
rate

Small Business Services 
VAT survival statistics

LEC's 2002 Annual

The percentage increase or decrease in the total number of 
VAT registered businesses in the area

Quality of Life Indicator 4 NOMIS Local authority Annual

Proportion of 16-19 year olds who are not in education, 
training or employment

Smart Successful Scotland 
11a

Labour Force Survey, 
NOMIS

Local authority Nov-03 Quarterly 
(Feb, May, 
Aug, Nov)

Picture of current labour market. Gives indication 
of future market in terms of equipping young 
people with skills. Didn't feature strongly in local 
community plans. 

Number of working age people in education, training or 
employment

Smart Successful Scotland 
12b

Gives a better reflection of the market than 
indicator above, but data availability may be a 
problem.

The proportion of people of working age in employment Quality of Life Indicator 1 Labour Force Survey, 
NOMIS

Local authority Nov-03 Quarterly 
(Feb, May, 
Aug, Nov)

More positive than looking at unemployment 
rates. Does it account for self-employed / other 
client groups?

Community Planning Indicators: National Set 



Economic Disadvantage
Percentage of unemployed working age people Sustainable Development 

Indicator 2
Labour Force Survey, 
NOMIS

Local authority Nov-03 Quarterly 
(Feb, May, 
Aug, Nov)

Macro influences

The proportion of unemployed people claiming benefits who 
have been out of work for more than a year.

Quality of Life Indicator 2 Claimant count, NOMIS Local authority Nov-03 Quarterly 
(Feb, May, 
Aug, Nov)

Long-term unemployment featured strongly in 
local community plans. Is it valid for core set? 
May be contextual issues and possible perverse 
outcomes.

Ratio of unemployed to unfilled vacancies Smart Successful Scotland 
10c

Jobcentre Plus data 
(NOMIS) and 
unemployment data 
(NOMIS, LFS)

Local authority Are skills being matched to jobs?

Employment rates of groups, such as lone parents and 
ethnic minorities, that are relatively disadvantaged in the 
labour market. 

Social Justice Milestone 15

HEALTH IMPROVEMENT                   

Physical
Healthy life expectancy ISD / NHS Scotland ISD Deprivation 

quintiles / local 
Measures the number of years people can expect 
to live in good health. 

Percentage of 5-year-olds with dental cavities NHS Framework 1.14.02 ISD Is indicative of poor diet. Only indicator focused 
on children.

Increasing the proportion of women breastfeeding 
(improving the well-being of our young children).

Social Justice Milestone 5

The total number and rate of women breastfeeding at 6 
to 8 weeks after the birth of their child averaged over a 
three-year rolling basis

SIP Core Compulsory 
Indicator 5

ISD via CS

Local authority

Proportion of women still breastfeeding at 6 weeks NHS Framework 1.04.02

Proportion of older people receiving respite care at home. Social Justice Milestone 21

The number of people aged 65+ receiving home care, by 
type and number of hours

SPI (Adult Social Work 4) Audit Scotland Local authority Annual

Mental
Improving the health of young people through reductions in 
the rate of suicides among young people. 

Social Justice Milestone 11 How do we measure this - is it reducing suicide 
and self harm?  Are there other mental health 
indicators?

Mental health - what's the GQ12 score?

Improving the well-being of our young children. 
What would the optimum figure be?



Lifestyle
Conceptions among females aged 13-15 years Quality of Life Indicator 12 Scottish Neighbourhood 

Statistics / Scot Exec 
Local authority 2002 Annual

Proportion of adults (16-64) smoking NHS Framework 1.08.02 ISD and surveys

Proportion of drug misusers who inject NHS Framework 1.11.02 Scottish Drug Misuse 
Database (SNS)

Local authority 2003 Annual       
(31 Mar)

Proportion of men and women aged 16-64 exceeding weekly 
limits of 21 and 14 units of alcohol

NHS Framework 1.09.01 Scottish Health Survey Scotland 1998 3 years

Percentage of people eating cooked green vegetables 5 
or more times a week. 

NHS Framework 1.13.01 Scottish Health Survey Scotland 1998 3 years This is a 'healthy lifestyle' indicator. It is not ideal 
(too specific) but there are not many indicators of 
a similar type to pick from. 

Percentage of people eating fresh fruit once a day or 
more

NHS Framework 1.13.01 Scottish Health Survey Scotland 1998 3 years Should we use an indicator which combines the 
fruit and veg (above) indicators? E.g. meeting 5 
portions of fruit and veg a day.

Proportion of men and women aged 16-64 taking 30 
minutes of moderate activity on 5 or more occasions per 
week

NHS Framework 1.12.01 Scottish Health Survey Scotland 1998 3 years

INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Infrastructure 
The number of dwellings broken down by tenure. SIP Core Compulsory 

Indicator 12

Number of unfit homes per 1,000 dwellings Quality of Life Indicator 14
Local Authority Housing 
Investment Programme Local authority

Biodiversity & use of natural resources
Percentages of Biodiversity Action Plan species and 
habitats which are identified as stable or increasing

Sustainable Development 
Indicator 10

The proportion of land stock that is derelict Quality of Life Indicator 33 Scottish Vacant and 
Derelict Land Survey

Local authority 
or LEC

2003 Annual

Percentage of main rivers and canals rated as good or fair 
quality 

Quality of Life Indicator 29 SEPA Local authority 2003 Annual

a) Number of days per year when air pollution is moderate 
or higher for PM10. 

Quality of Life Indicators 27 Local Environmental 
Health Dept

Local authority

b) Annual average nitrogen dioxide concentration
c) For rural sites, number of days per year when air pollution 
is moderate or higher for ozone. 



Carbon dioxide emissions by sector and per capita 
emissions (tonnes per year)

Quality of Life Indicators 28 Local authority (e.g. 
Energy Mngmnt Team, 
Environ. Services, 
Transport Planners, 
Waste Mngmnt Team). 
Environment Agency 
(industrial emissions and 
waste).

Local authority

Energy
Energy use per household Quality of Life Indicator 30 Gas data provided by 

Transco. Electricity data 
not yet available.

Local authority

Gas consumed by domestic customers and electricity 
consumed (TeraWatt hours) 

Sustainable Development 
Indicator 12

Gas data provided by 
Transco. Electricity data 

not yet available.

Local authority

Total number of households living in fuel poverty Sustainable Development 
Indicator 20

EDUCATION

Pre & Primary Education
The number of childcare places available per 1,000 
population of children under 5 not in early education

Quality of Life Indicator 20 Early Years Development 
& Childcare Partnerships 

Percentage of combined P3, P4, P6 and P7 rolls meeting or 
exceeding the appropriate 5-14 level for their age - reading, 
writing and maths

National Priorities in 
Education 1.1.A

Are these levels of attainment changing? (Check 
Scot Exec)

Secondary Education
S4 pupils achieving 5+ standard grades (level 1-4)

S5 pupils achieving 3+ higher grades (level A-C)

Levels of attendance National Priorities in 
Education 2.2.A

This is a problem which is tackled by multi-agency 
working.  Is it an impact indicator? 

Adult Education
Number of learning centre and learning access point users / 
frequency of use

SPI (Cultural & Community 
Services 7)

Audit Scotland Local authority 2002/03 Annual

Increasing the proportion of students from under 
represented, disadvantaged groups and areas in higher 
education compared with the overall student population in 
higher education. 

Social Justice Milestone 16

Existing indicator on basic literacy / numeracy?

SNS measures attainment at SCQF level.



Proportion of young people achieving a qualification at level 
3 or equivalent at age 25

Smart Successful Scotland 
11b

Number / percentage of working age men (16-64) and 
women (16-59) who did / did not receive job related training 
in the 3 months prior to interview. 

Scottish Neighbourhood 
Statistics / Scot Exec 

Local authority 2002 Annual

CRIME & COMMUNITY SAFETY

Crime  
Total volume and rate of crimes against property - 
housebreaking

SIP Core Compulsory 
Indicator 10

Scottish Neighbourhood 
Statistics / Scot Exec 

Local authority 2002 Annual

Total volume and rate of crimes against property - 
vehicles

SIP Core Compulsory 
Indicator 10

Scottish Neighbourhood 
Statistics / Scot Exec 

Local authority 2002 Annual

Number of recorded violent crimes per 10,000 population Community Safety Indicator 
A1

Scottish Neighbourhood 
Statistics / Scot Exec 

Local authority 2002 Annual

Number of referrals to the Reporter to the Children’s Panel 
for the following reasons: failure to attend school without a 
reasonable excuse; committing an offence; misuse of drugs, 
alcohol or volatile substances.

Community Safety Indicator 
A9

Scottish Children's 
Reporter Administration

Local authority Monthly

Accidents
Number of adults / children killed or seriously injured as a 
result of road accidents

SPI (Police 8) Audit Scotland Local authority 2002/03 Annual Addresses an angle of community safety not 
covered under 'Crime'

Number of children under 15 admitted to hospital as a result 
of accidental injury per 10,000 population of 0-14 year olds

Community Safety Indicator 
A5

Info & Stats Division, CSA Local authority

Number of adults admitted to hospital as a result of 
accidental injury per 10,000 population

Community Safety Indicator 
A6

Info & Stats Division, CSA Local authority

Number of accidental dwelling fires per 10,000 population SPI (Fire 5) Audit Scotland Local authority 2002/03 Annual

Number of incidents resulting in casualties per 10,000 
population

SPI (Fire 4) Audit Scotland Local authority 2002/03 Annual

Neighbourhood safety
Percentage of residents reporting fear of crime SIP Core Compulsory 

Indicator 9
Requires a local survey

Percentage of residents stating fear of crime is having a 
moderate or great effect on the quality of life. SIP Core Compulsory 

Indicator 9

Requires a local survey

Will use the new indicator on fear of crime, which 
will be introduced to the Scottish Household



(a)     Percentage of residents surveyed who feel ‘fairly safe’ 
or ‘very safe’ after dark whilst outside in their local authority 
area

Quality of Life Indicator 15 & 
Best Value Indicator 189 
a&b

Local survey

(b)     Percentage of residents surveyed who feel ‘fairly safe’ 
or ‘very safe’ during the day whilst outside in their local 
authority area

Percentage of people who feel unsafe to some extent 
walking in the neighbourhood after dark

Community Safety Indicator 
A13

Scottish Crime Survey Local Hoping to include new fear of crime indicator in 
the Scottish Crime and Vicimisation Survey in 
2005

Reduce the proportion of drug misusers who inject by 20% 
by 2005 

NHS Framework 1.11.02 Scottish Drug Misuse 
Database (SNS)

Local authority 2003 Annual       
(31 Mar)

Proportion of men and women aged 16-64 exceeding weekly 
limits of 21 and 14 units of alcohol

NHS Framework 1.09.01 Scottish Health Survey Scotland 1998 3 years

Number of recorded offences of an antisocial nature per 
10,000 population

Community Safety Indicator 
A2

Local police force What offences are included in this description? 

The percentage of residents surveyed who are concerned 
with different types of noise in their area

Quality of Life Indicator 17 Requires a local survey Local authority

The percentage of residents surveyed satisfied with their 
neighbourhood as a place to live 

Quality of Life Indicator 18 Requires a local survey Local authority

The percentage of residents surveyed who consider their 
neighbourhood is getting worse 

Quality of Life Indicator 19 Requires a local survey Local authority

Number and percentage of residents stating satisfied 
with neighbourhood 

SIP Core Compulsory 
Indicator 11

Requires a local survey Local authority

Will replace these indicators with ones which 
reflect alcohol / drug related incidents.

will be introduced to the Scottish Household 
Survey in Sept / Oct. 


