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TOUCHDOWN 

 

The OBAN AIRPORT Newsletter     Issue 3   Nov/Dec 2012 

Apologies to all as this newsletter is overdue by about 2 months. 

Hopefully we will have made it a bumper issue with lots of news and 

features for all to enjoy. 

The marketing strategy for the Airport is well under way and the 

company selected (Business Tourism Solutions) have made a lot of visits 

to gather information. It is expected that the plan will be available soon 

so we know what areas they are likely to concentrate on. The 

development of the snack area is going well with some finalizing to do 

before next year. It has been quite successful and the range of items 

available is growing all the time. 

We have also had some very interesting visitors over recent weeks, from 

pop stars to historic, rare aircraft and of course the military exercise 

brought a few aircraft into the area. Another interesting fact that has 

emerged over recent weeks is the increase in passenger numbers on the 

Hebridean Air Services flights. This in turn has meant that our colleagues 

at Highlands and Islands Airports Limited (HIAL) have also reported 

increased numbers at their Island locations. All in all some very positive 

news in these difficult times. 

As we now enter the winter period, the nights draw ever closer and 

weather does what it does best at this time of year. We therefore use this 

time to make plans for 2013 and to prepare for the next round of Civil 

Aviation Authority Audits. Our focus is and has always been to provide a 

safe, friendly and enjoyable facility for all. We always appreciate any 

ideas or suggestions  and in this issue, we have included an article 

written by our friends at Scottish Flight Information Region at Prestwick. 

Tom Eddleston 
Station Manager 
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 Politics, Politics, 

Everywhere! 

As Scotland braces itself for a busy 2 years with the 

Ryder Cup and the Commonwealth Games, the 

thoughts about an election for Independence will feature 

in many peoples minds. It has been suggested that the 

Airport also suffers from politics as we are Council 

Operated however the staff that work here are dedicated 

and committed to providing a very good service to 

everyone concerned. There is a diversity of opinion 

amongst people and that has to be welcomed but don’t 

take my word for it, come and visit us and see for 

yourself. Many of our customers have left extremely 

positive feedback but it’s also fair to say that there are a 

few who, for whatever reason, didn’t enjoy it quite as 

much.  Some people even arrive with pre-conceptions of 

the airport and leave perplexed at what the fuss was 

about.  

As far as passengers go, many have  expressed their 

delight at the service available  however we are still 

looking to improve on that. Regardless of what happens 

in the next two years, we will endeavor to make your 

visit to Oban Airport, one to remember for all the good 

reasons. 

October saw the visit of Singing Star Jay Kay, front man of 

popular band Jamiroquai. He flew in a few times en-route  to a 

private site and on his first visit was met by Airport Fire Fighter 

John MacDonald.  Jamiroquai have many hits including Space 

Cowboy, Virtual Insanity and Deeper Underground (from 

Godzilla Soundtrack). We hope to see him again when in the 

area 

Star Visits Airport 

Following a recent meeting amongst many small Aerodrome Operators, it was 

extremely beneficial to have guest speakers from Scandinavia who explained the 

importance of regional Aerodromes throughout Norway, Sweden, and Denmark. Many 

of these were subsidised by government but were proven to be a much better way of 

moving people and business between certain areas. A whole network exists to provide 

effective air travel across these countries. In the UK, we have areas that are very 

similar in landscape and there is an increased realisation that improved air links will 

indeed help communities and businesses to flourish. Highlands and Islands Airports 

Limited (HIAL) already provide a large network of flights to some island communities, 

Orkney have a small network as does the Shetland Islands. Oban Airport serves some 

of the Western Isles and the latest campaign launched to reinstate passenger flights is 

the Isle of Skye. Shirley Spear is generating a lot of interest through her Facebook 

page FlySkye. So far the page has generated a huge amount of support similar to the  

Oban Airport page. A network for the whole of the west Coast may be some years 

away but clearly there is a desire and we should get behind it.  If it can work in 

Scandinavia, there is no reason why it shouldn’t work here too. Just requires a little 

effort and a lot of  willingness on behalf of those who can drive it forward. 

Importance of Regional Airports 

October also saw the visit of N500LN a Howard 500 aircraft en-route to the 

USA (via other stop offs) The aircraft is reported to be only one of 2 still flying 

and one of only 17 to be converted to the Howard 500 standard. The aircraft 

were remanufactured from the ex –military Lockheed Ventura and Lodestar and 

resembles these aircraft in some ways. These were purely designed for civilian 

use however and have been in operation since 1959 when the prototype flew. 

The aircraft in the picture was registered in 1962 and has been restored in the 

UK. It will now be based in Minnesota USA so sights like this over the skies of 

Western Scotland may  indeed be a rarity but we wish the aircraft and crew all 

the best for the future. (For more information, see www.tpaero.com).  

Historical Aircraft Visits Oban Airport 
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 Airport Information—For Pilots 

Frequencies: 

 

Oban Information 

- 118.050 
DME - Ch42Y 110.55 

NDB - 404.0 

 

Runway  

Dimensions: 
 

Length = 1264m  

Width = 30m 
 

 

 

RWY TORA TODA ASDA LDA CLEAR-

WAY 

RESA 

01 1064m 1064m 1199m 1110m 199m 30m 

19 1141m 1141m 1193m 993m 122m 30m 

Taxiways: 

Alpha (A) for use by gliding club mainly 

Bravo (B) to Light Aircraft Apron 

Charlie (C) to Main Apron 

Echo (E) to Argyll Aero Club 

Foxtrot (F) to Argyll Aero Club 

Golf (G) to Western Parking Area 

 

Fuel: 

Jet A1 and AVGAS supplied by TLC Ltd 

(24/7) 

Phone 07770 620988 to book fuel (Note 

this is not considered PPR) 

Fuel payments and landing fees to be 

paid separately. 

Landing Fees 2012: 

 

<1000kg - £11.55 

1001kg to 1500kg =£17.38 

1501kg to 2000kg =£23.10 

2001kg to 2500kg =£28.87 

2501kg to 3000kg =£40.37 

 

See website for other fees 

and charges. 

 

FIRE TRAINING FOR THE ISLAND AIRPORT FIRE CREWS 

During the Months of September and October, Oban Airport welcomed the Rescue and Fire Fighting Service (RFFS) 

crews from Coll and Colonsay Aerodromes. These crews are made up of Strathclyde Fire and Rescue (SFR) volunteers 

who dedicate their time and effort to ensure that the scheduled flights to the Islands are covered, as required by law. The 

number of scheduled and other flights that currently go to each Island is sufficiently low enough for the CAA to allow this 

level of service to operate. Nevertheless, in the time that I have been working with these crews, I have been very 

impressed with the commitment and enthusiasm shown. To add to the valuable training given by SFR, Oban Airport 

instructors have to add the airport Fire Fighting element as there are significant differences in the approach. Each 

Aerodrome has low-category supervisors who have attended the International Fire Training Centre at Tees Valley 

Airport. Every 6 months, the crews have to take part in ‘live’ fire training. This involves a number of exercises on the 

simulator at Oban Airport to which all the crews thoroughly enjoy as you can see from the pictures below. 



 

 

HEBRIDEAN AIR SERVICES 

WINTER TIMETABLE 

28 OCTOBER 2012 — 30 MARCH 2013 

From OBAN Depart Arrive MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN Note 

To COLONSAY 08:30 09:00         

  14:00 15:20         

  08:30 09:00        * * 

  14:45 15:15        * * 

To COLL 08:30 09:00         

  14:00 15:05         

  10:00 10:30        * * 

  13:15 13:45        * * 

To ISLAY 08:30 09:40         

  14:00 14:40         

To TIREE 08:30 09:30         

  14:00 14:35         

From COLL Depart Arrive MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN Note 

To TIREE 09:15 09:30         

To OBAN 09:15 10:20         

  15:20 15:50         

  10:45 11:15        * * 

  14:00 14:30        * * 

From TIREE Depart Arrive MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN Note 

To COLL 14:50 15:05         

To OBAN 09:45 10:20         

  14:50 15:50         

From COLONSAY Depart Arrive MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN Note 

To ISLAY 09:15 09:40         

To OBAN 09:15 10:35         

  15:35 16:05         

  09:15 09:45        * * 

  15:35 16:05        * * 

From ISLAY Depart Arrive MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN Note 

To COLONSAY 14:55 15:20         

To OBAN 09:55 10:35         

  14:55 16:05         

* * - Services operate during School Term only and are available from Wednesday Prior to Date of Departure         

Bookings/Reservations  0845 805 7465 or online at www.hebrideanair.com 
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 It’s All About Coll 
Coll is an Island to the West of Mull and  is 13miles long 

by about 3miles wide. It’s population is a little over 200 

and the numbers are slowly rising. The history of Coll was 

centred around the Clan MacLean for 500 years and 

Castle Breachacha still stands today (although not to be 

mistaken for a later version close by). The Island is a 

popular destination for lovers of wildlife and fine Sandy 

Beaches. Project Trust is an organisation based on Coll 

that sends volunteers all over the world, many are gap-

year students. Just opened this year by HRH Princess 

Anne is the new community centre and bunkhouse. This 

excellent facility is located in the main settlement of 

Arinagour and is called An Cridhe. Take a look at the 

website at www.ancridhe.co.uk. Coll has a variety of 

things to offer the visitor find out more at 

www.visitcoll.co.uk. 



 

 It’s All About Colonsay 
Colonsay is an Island that lies to the West of Jura and North of 

Islay. It is about 8miles long by 3miles wide and is attached to the 

isle of Oronsay at low tide via the strand to the South. Traditionally 

home to the Clan Macfie and Clan MacNeill, the island has a 

population of about 120. Scalasaig is the main settlement on the 

Island and boasts a hotel, shop and post office, café, community 

centre, medical centre, and a brewery. Regular Ferry services 

serve the island and in summer these are augmented with a 

service via Islay. The Airport is about 4miles from Scalasaig, with 

direct flights to Oban and Islay. Colonsay Estate, owned by the 

Laird  Alex Howard is well worth a visit as it has a huge collection 

of Rhododendron varieties. The Island is also said to be the 

smallest in the world to have its own brewery. Hebridean Island 

Trading Company is also resident here and will feature later on. 

Find out more about Colonsay by visiting www.colonsay.org.uk.  
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Most flights that fly in to Oban choose to receive an ATC service from “Scottish Information” on 119.875 
whilst they are en route to the airfield.  The ATC service provided  by “Scottish Information” is provided  by 
a dedicated group of  9 “Area FISO’s” based at the NATS ATC facility at the Scottish Area Control centre at 
Prestwick. 

The FIR (Flight Information Region) sector operating on 119.875mhz covers an area from the Isle of Man in 
the south to Inverness in the north, from Aberdeen in the east and following a line down the Great Glen 
from Inverness to Oban then back towards the Isle of Man and covers the airspace from surface to FL055 
( Exact area can be seen in UK AIP section  ENR 6.2.2)  

Whilst talking to Scottish info you will be provided with a non radar “Basic Service”. Although you will be 
asked if transponder equipped to squawk 7401 this is purely to identify to any other radar units the fact that 
you are in contact with Scottish Information.  Although the service provided is a “Basic” non radar service 
there is equipment available on the FIR sector to track aircraft in an attempt to stop any unplanned 
controlled airspace infringements. 

Radio coverage throughout the sector airspace is good above 3000ft but for aircraft descending towards 
Oban, Radio contact will normally be lost once passing  2000ft in the decent or within 20 miles of the 
airfield. If routing via the Great Glen Radio contact in that area is particularly poor so unless above 4000ft 
contact would not normally be expected. If routing via the Crinan Canal towards Oban radio contact will 
normally be lost at Lochgilphead but radio contact will be made with Oban by Crinan . It is because of this 
that Scottish will always advise Oban by telephone of an impending inbound flight and if radio contact is lost 
a phone call will be made to ascertain that the aircraft has arrived safely. Likewise Oban will normally pre-
note Scottish of any impending departure. 

Information of all forms useful to the safety of flight will be passed 
by the Scottish information sector, especially weather information 
and any notified Notam activity that may have been missed prior 
to departure….also if you have forgotten to PPR a quick call can 
be made by Scottish to Oban. 

For any aircraft operating to the west of Oban an ATC service will 
be provided by Scottish Information on frequency 127.275, 
although again on this frequency only a “Basic Service” will 
normally be offered this however is a busy radar control sector so 
you may hear more radio traffic from commercial traffic receiving 
both “Traffic” and “De-confliction” service’s. 

The service from “Scottish Information” is provided free of charge and as everyone flying toward Oban 
travels over some pretty inhospitable terrain the FISO’s at Scottish are only too happy to receive your call 
as you proceed to your destination….may be one day that call could prove to be a life saver!! 

The Scottish FIR sector 119.875mhz is open from 0800-2000 local 365 days a year and each and every 
one of the FISO’s is dedicated to providing the help you may require….so next time you fly please don’t 
forget to give us a call. 

During the hours of operation the sector can be contacted on 01294 655308 so if you need any help with 
planning a flight, obtaining weather information prior to departure or anything else please give us a call. 

Paul Aspin ( Area FISO Prestwick Centre)  

FISO Lynn Montgomery-Hawke on FIR Sector 

“SCOTTISH INFORMATION” 



 

 

LOCAL FEATURES 

Hebridean Island Trading is a company based on the Isle of Colonsay who specialises in knitwear. That’s 

not al they have to offer though and a trawl 

through the website (www.island-at-the-

edge.co.uk) will show the many things available. 

Oban Airport has a selection of items which may 

be viewed and these can be ordered directly and 

delivered to your door (not sure about the 

livestock 

though). They 

also organise 

courses in 

knitting and 

these have been 

popular. Items 

such as the 

wrist warmers, 

the Gansey, and 

the Geansaidh hat (as seen in the pictures) are all available. The 

company has shipped many items to satisfied customers around the 

globe and the courses have had very positive feedback. Of course 

don’t take my word for it, take a look at the comments left on their 

web page and you will see for yourself how far the goods have 

travelled. Of course if you want to take a sneak peek, Oban Airport 

has a display with some items in it and you can clearly see the quality 

of the goods on offer. Email:- hebrideanisles@aol.com  

HEBRIDEAN ISLAND TRADING COMPANY 

OBAN PHEONIX CINEMA 

Oban’s cinema has been through some tough times and what was known as 

the Highland Theatre closed its doors in 2010. Many would have thought that 

was going to be the end of another entertainment facility on the West Coast 

but alas, a dedicated group of people made a rallying cry to the local 

population and thus was born the Oban Phoenix. A community buy out 

enabled the building to be purchased by September 2011 and following much 

needed improvements and renovation, opened its doors again in 2012. The 

cinema, although small, is full of the charm that is all too easily lost in the big 

city multi-screen venues. More details about the cinema can be found by 

visiting their website www.obanphoenix.com and from there you will find a list 

of what’s on and coming soon. Oban Airport staff have, and will continue to 

support this facility as do many of the people who have donated so much time 

and effort for the benefit of their community. So why not pop along and be 

entertained for a while.  

BOX OFFICE BOOKINGS 

 

01631 562905 

08719 025752 
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Airport Special - 17th and 18th Dec 2012 

Oban Airport is offering 1/2 price landings for the 

17th and 18th December 2012 for aircraft up to 

2730kg MTOW. These are only available during 

opening hours. PPR still required. 

obanairport@argyll-bute.gov.uk.co.uk  

 

Oban Winter Festival - 16th to  25th Nov 2012 

There will be 10 days packed with entertainment, 

workshops and fun for everyone to get involved 

with the celebrations taking place here in Oban. 

Benderloch & North Connel Drama Group is due 

to present Beauty and The Beast Panto at The 

Corran Halls, Oban Dec 6th to 8th. Contact Box 

Office 01631 567333  

Christmas In Oban - Various dates. Visit the 

following for more details about what’s on offer. 

http://www.oban.org.uk/Christmas-and-Hogmanay-in

-Oban-Scotland 

Lorn Farmers and Crafters Market at Kintaline 

Farm Plant & Poultry Centre, Kintaline Mill Farm, 

Oban, PA37 1QS 

View from the Tower 

What’s On 

Following the latest meeting of the FISO association held at City 

Airport Manchester (formerly Barton), many items were 

discussed including the new CAP 797 (Flight Information 

Service Officer Manual) due for publication in Jan 2013 and 

implement date of Apr 2013. This CAP will replace the outdated 

CAP 410 (Manual of Flight Information Services) and will impact 

on other publications notably CAP 427 (Flight Information 

Service and the FISO Licence). As a result the training syllabus 

will need a massive overhaul and this formed a large part of the 

discussion. It was agreed that the current practices were ‘out-of-

touch’ with the needs of the service and the attention given to 

setting up a working group will be a high priority.  

As for Oban Information, we are working to validate one 

member of staff in the next couple of months and as a result, we 

are offering a very special deal. See offers section later in this 

Newsletter. 

Frequency 118.050 

In The Next Issue Of Touchdown 
Next Generation regional aircraft and the 

effect on the communities they serve 

Islands of Scotland with airports Glenforsa Aerodrome: Fact or Fiction - 

you decide after you read our feature. 

January 2013 



 

 

OBAN AIRPORT 

North Connel 

Argyll 

PA37 1SW 

Tel 01631 710910 

Email obanairport@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

www.flyobanairport.co.uk 

We welcome any feedback about our Airports including this newsletter. If you have any questions 

or wish to talk about any of the articles in this newsletter please indicate the issue number and 

date so your query can be dealt with as soon as possible. 

 

Also you can follow us at the following locations 

 

Twitter  (twitter.com/obanairport)  

 

Facebook (Support Oban Airport) 

 

If you are interested in advertising in Touchdown, contact the airport for a quote.            

www.flyobanairport.co.uk 

BREAKTIME! 

Some puzzles for you to enjoy: 
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Across: 

1. Brewery on a small Isle  
3. Cave visited by tourists off West Coast  
4. Island of religious beginings  
5. Gateway to the Isles  
6. Bridge of ....... collapsed some time ago.  

9. Scary pub near Loch Lomond  

 

Down: 

2. Crown of the town  
4. Traditional seat of power in Argyll  
7. Crossapol bay can be found here  


