
APPENDIX B: SEA OBJECTIVES

SEA Topic Reference SEA Objectives

1
Protect and where appropriate enhance biodiversity, flora and fauna, including protected

sites and species 

2 Increase awareness, understanding and enjoyment of biodiversity

3
Ensure new and existing knowledge on biodiversity is available to regulators, developers

and other stakeholders and utilised for decision making

Population and human health 4 Promote opportunities for access to and enjoyment of the Loch Etive coastal area

5
Reduce water pollution to levels that do not damage natural systems, and maintain or

where appropriate restore the quality of the water environment.

6
Avoid negative physical im-pacts on the water environ-ment, including increasing flood

risk.

7 Reduce the causes of climate change.

8 Minimise the effects of climate change on industry, communities and the environment.

9
Protect and where appropriate enhance the historic environment, including archaeological

remains and sites of local importance.

10
Promote opportunities for enhanced management and/or increased awareness of the

historic environment

Landscape & Ammenity 11
Protect and enhance the character, diversity and special qualities of the

landscape/seascape of Loch Etive.

Biodiversity Flora and Fauna

Water

Climatic factors

Cultural Heritage



Ref Objective 1 2 3 4

1 Protect and where appropriate

enhance biodiversity, flora and fauna,

including protected sites and species ++ + ++ +

2 Increase awareness, understanding

and enjoyment of biodiversity ++ + ++ +

3 Ensure new and existing knowledge on

biodiversity is available to regulators,

developers and other stakeholders and

utilised for decision making
++ ++ ++ ++

Population and

human health

4 Promote opportunities for access to 

and enjoyment of the Loch Etive 

coastal area
++ ++ ++ ++

5 Reduce water pollution to levels that do 

not damage natural systems, and

maintain or where appropriate restore

the quality of the water environment.
++ ++ ++ +

6 Avoid negative physical impacts on the

water environment, including

increasing flood risk.
0 0 ++ ++

7 Reduce the causes of climate change.
0 0 + 0

8 Minimise the effects of climate change

on industry, communities and the

environment.
0 0 + 0

9 Protect and where appropriate

enhance the historic environment,

including archaeological remains and

sites of local importance.

++ ++ ++ 0

10 Promote opportunities for enhanced

management and/or increased

awareness of the historic environment
++ ++ ++ +

Landscape and

amenity

11 Protect and enhance the character,

diversity and special qualities of the

landscape/seascape of Loch Etive.
++ + ++ +

SEA Objective

APPENDIX B : Plan Objectives Assessment

Cultural heritage

Evaluation (++/+/?/+or-

/-/--)

Biodiversity, 

flora and fauna

Water 

Climatic Factors

SEA topic



APPENDIX B:  ASSESSMENT OF PLAN POLICIES (GENERAL AND ACTIVITY)

LE GEN 1 LE INNS 1

1 Protect and where appropriate

enhance biodiversity, flora and

fauna, including protected sites

and species 

Positive impacts through support of

existing measures encouraging

further measures to map extent of

known fragile species and habitats in

and around Loch Etive.

Positive impacts. Promotes good

management and practices

required to mimimise and protect

INNS

2 Increase awareness,

understanding and enjoyment

of biodiversity

Postive impacts. Encourages futher

enhancement of the natural

environment of Loch Etive

Positive impacts through

increased awareness of effects of

INNS on native species

3 Ensure new and existing

knowledge on biodiversity is

available to regulators,

developers and other

stakeholders and utilised for

decision making

Policy guides developers and

regulators with extensive knowledge

on status of the local environment 

Postive impact. Increased

knowledge of the importance of

biodiversity through highlighting

the detrimental effects of INNS.

Population and

human health

4 Promote opportunities for

access to and enjoyment of the

Loch Etive coastal area

Neutral  impact Neutral  impact

5 Reduce water pollution to

levels that do not damage

natural systems, and maintain

or where appropriate restore

the quality of the water

environment.

Policy ensures no deterioration of

water body status under the Water

Framework Directive and promotes

the River Basin Management Plan

objectives.

Policy will improve water quality

through biosecurity measures

6 Avoid negative physical

impacts on the water

environment, including

increasing flood risk.

Policy has clear wording requiring

developments to ensure that flood

risk is taken into account and water

body status is not affected.

Policy encourages proper

biosecurity measures which will

contribute to improved water

quality

7 Reduce the causes of climate

change.

Neutral impact. Policy unlikely to

affect causes of climate change

Neutral impact. Policy does not

relate to climate change

8 Minimise the effects of climate

change on industry,

communities and the

environment.

Some positive impacts as policy

required climate change impacts to

be accounted when developments

take place.

Neutral impact. Policy does not

relate to climate change

9 Protect and where appropriate

enhance the historic

environment, including

archaeological remains and

sites of local importance

Strong recommendations for the

support and increased appreciation

of historical assets.

Policy aims to reduce the spread

of INNS. Some INNS can have

detrimental effects on the historic

environment. 

10 Promote opportunities for

enhanced management and/or

increased awareness of the

historic environment

Policy recommends measures to

further enhance visitor appreciation

of natural and cultural sites of

significance in the area.

Neutral impact.

Landscape and

amenity

11 Protect and enhance the

character, diversity and special

qualities of the

landscape/seascape of Loch

Etive.

Policy is consistent with Argyll and

Bute and Highland Council

Development Plan policies, which

have a strong focus on the

presevation of special landscape

areas.

Postive effect. INNS can have

seriously detrimental effects on

landscape/ seascape quality

Material assets 12 Protect, maintain and where

appropriate enhance important

coastal infrastructure

Policy encourages co-ordination and

integration between sectors for

maintenance and use of coastal

infrastructure.

Neutral impact

Biodiversity, flora

and fauna

Water 

Climatic Factors

Cultural heritage

SEA Topic SEA Objective

Assessment Commentary



APPENDIX B:  ASSESSMENT OF PLAN POLICIES (GENERAL AND ACTIVITY)

LE AQ 1 LE FISH 1 LE REC 1 LE INF 1

Policy protects biodiversity by

encouraging developments in

appropriate sites, and by requiring

consideration of environmental

benefits.

Positive impacts. Policy

encourages sustainable inshore

fishing activities that reduce

bycatch, and discourages long-

lining activities

Neutral impact. Policy

promotes activites that

appreciate the natural

environment and links

appropriate codes of

conduct, however increase

recreational usage can

potentially result in

environmental issues

Neutral impact. Policy provides guidelines to

ensure protection of the natural environment,

however infrastructure construction may have

short term negative effects on the environment

Policy is likely to increase awareness

and understanding and enjoyment of

biodiversity through locational

guidelines, and environmental

considerations

Neutral impact. Policy not related

to biodiversity

Strongly positive, policy

encourages appreciation of

natural environment.

Neutral impact. Policy not related to

biodiversity

Neutral impact. Policy not related to

biodiversity knowledge

Neutral impact Policy encourages

appreciation of natural

environment for developers

and users 

Neutral impact. Policy not related to

biodiversity

Neutral  impact Neutral  impact Policy strongly promotes

opportunities for better

access and enjoyment of

Loch Etive

Infrastructure developments will potentially

offer vastly increased access to the Loch

Neutral impact. Policy requires

developments and activities to adher

to strict guideline to ensure minimal

pollution, however developments may

have short term pollution effects

Neutral impact Neutral Impact. Policy

encourages codes of

conduct to minimise effects

on water environment,

however inappropriate

recreational use can result in

pollution such e.g. litter

Neutral impact. Policy provides guidelines to

ensure protection of the water environment,

however infrastructure construction may have

short term negative effects.

Neutral impact. Aquaculture

developments may have negative

short term physical impacts on the

water environment, however policy

requires adherence to LE GEN 1

which stipulates that water quality

must not be compromised. 

Neutral impact. Policy encourages

adherence to recreational

codes of conduct which seek

to avoid negative impacts on

the water environment

Neutral impact. Policy provides guidelines to

ensure protection of the water environment,

however infrastructure construction may have

short term negative effects.

Neutral impact. Policy unlikely to affect

causes of climate change

Neutral impact. Policy unlikely to

affect causes of climate change

Neutral impact. Policy

unlikely to affect causes of

climate change

Neutral impact. Policy unlikely to affect causes

of climate change

Neutral impact. Policy unlikely to affect

causes of climate change

Neutral impact. Policy unlikely to

affect causes of climate change

Neutral impact. Policy

unlikely to affect causes of

climate change

Neutral impact. Policy unlikely to affect causes

of climate change

Policy promotes locational guidelines

for Loch Etive which protect

archaeological and historic sites.

Neutral impact. Policy unlikely to

affect historic environment

Neutral impact. Policy

promotes activites that

appreciate the historic

environment and links

appropriate codes of

conduct, however increase

recreational usage can

potentially result in

degredation to historic sites

Neutral impact. Policy unlikely to affect historic

environment.

Neutral impact. Policy does not

promote historic environment.

Neutral impact. Policy unlikely to

affect historic environment

Policy encourages enhanced

management and awareness

of historic features

Neutral impact. Policy does not promote

historic environment.

Neutral impact. Whilst aquaculture

developments may have a detrimental

effect on the landscape/ seascape of

Loch Etive, locational guidelines are

designed to minimise this.

Neutral impact. Fishing activities

are mobile and have limited

seascape effects

Policy promotes activities

that enhance the natural

attractiveness of the area 

Neutral impact. Policy accounts for the

protection of the landscape/ seascape

environment when considering developments

Potential positive impacts as

Aquaculture developments may

maintain or enhance existing or new

infrastructure.

Neutral impact. Policy aims to make better

use of existing infrastructure.

Policy aims to enhance or make better use of

existing infrastructure.

Assessment Commentary



APPENDIX B:  ASSESSMENT OF PLAN POLICIES (GENERAL AND ACTIVITY)

LE MREN 1 LE GEN 1 LE INNS 1 LE AQ 1 LE FISH 1 LE REC 1 LE INF 1 LE MREN 1

Neutral impact. Policy provides guidelines

to ensure protection of the natural

environment, however construction may

have short term negative effects on the

environment
+ ++ + + 0 0 0

Neutral impact. Policy not related to

biodiversity

+ + + 0 ++ 0 0

Neutral impact. Policy not related to

biodiversity

++ + 0 0 + 0 0

Neutral impact

0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 0

Neutral impact. Policy provides guidelines

to ensure protection of the water

environment, however construction may

have short term negative effects.
+ + 0 0 0 0 0

Neutral impact. Policy provides guidelines

to ensure protection of the water

environment, however construction may

have short term negative effects. ++ + 0 0 + 0 0

Postive impact. Encouraging the

development of marine renewables will

reduce the dependancy on finite fossil

fuels 

0 0 0 0 0 0 ++

Postive impact. Encouraging the

development of marine renewables will

reduce the dependancy on finite fossil

fuels 

+ 0 0 0 0 0 ++

Neutral impact. Policy unlikely to affect

historic environment

++ + + 0 0 0 0

Neutral impact. Policy does not promote

historic environment.

+ 0 0 0 ++ 0 0

Neutral impact. Policy accounts for the

protection of the landscape/ seascape

environment when considering

developments
+ ++ 0 0 ++ 0 0

Neutral impact

+ 0 0 0 + ++ 0

Evaluation (++/+/?/+or-/-/--)Assessment Commentary



CUMULATIVE ASSESSMENT TABLE - General & Activities Policies

Cummulative - 

SEA Topic

LE GEN 1 LE INNS 1 LE AQ 1 LE FISH 1 LE REC 1 LE INF 1 LE MREN 1

Biodiversity, flora and fauna + + + + + 0 0 +

Population and Human Health 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 0 ++

Water + + 0 0 + 0 0 +

Climatic Factors + 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++

Cultural heritage + + + 0 ++ 0 0 +

Landscape and ammenity + ++ 0 0 ++ 0 0 ++

Material assets + 0 0 0 + ++ 0 +

Cumulative effects off all 

policies across all SEA themes
+ + + + ++ ++ ++

SEA Topic
Evaluation (++/+/?/+or-/-/--)



APPENDIX B:  ASSESSMENT OF POLICY ZONES (OPPORTUNITIES AND POLICY GUIDANCE)

Opportunities Policy Guidance Opportunities Policy Guidance Opportunities Policy Guidance Opportunities Policy Guidance Opportunities Policy Guidance Opportunities Policy Guidance Opp. PG Opp. PG Opp. PG Opp. PG Opp. PG Opp. PG Opp. PG Opp. PG Opp. PG Opp. PG Opp. PG Opp. PG

1 Protect and where appropriate enhance

biodiversity, flora and fauna, including

protected sites and species 

Development New aquacuture 

development could have negative 

effects on seabed habitats, 

marine mammals and wild 

migratory salmonids.  No 

sensitive seabed habitats or 

species have been identifed in 

location of development 

opportunity.   Onshore 

aquaculture development adjacent 

to the airport is unlikely to have 

negative effects on biodiversity.

1. New aquacuture development could 

have negative effects on seabed 

habitats, marine mammals and wild 

migratory salmonids.  No sensitive 

seabed habitats or species have been 

identifed in location of development 

opportunity.                                        

2. Avoiding landing on the islands of 

Eilean Mor and Eilean Beag by marine 

users during the seabird breeding 

season will have a positive impact on 

seabirds.                               5. 

Discouraging vehicular and foot 

access across areas of saltmarsh will 

have a positive effect on this sensitive 

coastal habitat.

Development  The potential for a new 

marina development and dedicated 

access points for kayakers at the Falls 

of Lora (North side of Connel Narrows)  

could have negative effects on seabed 

habitats, marine mammals and wild 

migratory salmonids.  No sensitive 

seabed habitats or species have been 

identifed in location of development 

opportunity.  

1. The environmental effects on new 

marine development are unknown.  

No sensitive seabed habitats or 

species have been identified in the 

location of development opportunity.                                       

3.  Commercial scale tidal energy 

development within this zone is likely 

to result in significant effects on 

biodiversity and therefore policy 

guidance identifes a presumption 

against development.                          

5. Discouraging access to Abbot’s 

Isles by marine vessel or foot during 

the seabird breeding season will 

have a positive impact on seabirds. 

Development New aquacuture 

development could have negative 

effects on seabed habitats, marine 

mammals and wild migratory 

salmonids.  No sensitive seabed 

habitats or species have been 

identifed in location of development 

opportunity.   

3. New aquacuture development could 

have negative effects on seabed 

habitats, marine mammals and wild 

migratory salmonids.  No sensitive 

seabed habitats or species have been 

identifed in location of development 

opportunity.                                        

6. Avoiding landing on the the Abbot's 

Isles by marine users during the 

seabird breeding season will have a 

positive impact on seabirds.

Future Use  Recreation: Through the 

management of Japanese Knotweed 

along the road and passing places, 

protection and enhancement of 

biodiversity can be acheived.

3.  Future consolidation of 

aquaculture sites may have the 

potential to result in positve effects 

but effects unknown.

Future Use - Future foresry 

management aiming to deconiferise 

the Cadderlie forest area could lead to 

improvements for biodiversity. 

3.  Future consolidation of 

aquaculture sites may have the 

potential to result in positve effects 

but effects unknown.                      

7. This policy aims to protect and 

where appropriate enhance  

biodiversity, as a result there is a 

presumption against marine 

development immediately adjacent 

the skerries Currachd Liath and 

Sgeirean Inverliver. These skerries 

are an important haul-out site for up 

to 30 common seals. Marine 

development close to these skerries 

may disturb this species and this 

policy will prevent negative effects.

Neutral Impact 4. Policy guidances looks to 

safeguard coastal wildlife interests, 

salt marsh habitat and populations of 

the fireworks anemone which will 

have a positve effect on this SEA 

objective.

?/0
? (1)                       

+ (2)                   

+ (5)

?
?(1)          

0(3)            

+(5)

? + ? (3) + ?(3) +(7) 0 +(4)

2 Increase awareness, understanding and

enjoyment of biodiversity

Future Use Opportunities tp 

provide viewing areas and 

interpretation on biodiversity 

would have a positive effect in this 

SEA Objective.

2. & 5. This policy guidance increases 

awareness of the sensitivity of seabird 

breeding colonies to disturbance and 

sensitivity of saltmarsh habitat to 

physical damage and promotes 

understanding of appropriate 

behaviour.

Neutral Impact 5. This policy guidance increases 

awareness of the sensitivity of 

seabird breeding colonies to 

disturbance

Future Use Opportunities for 

Wildlife Watching and recreation 

would have a positive impact on 

this SEA objective.

6. Access to Abbot’s Isles by marine 

vessel or foot is discouraged between 

April and July.  This policy guidance 

increases awareness of the sensitivity 

of seabird breeding colonies,  

physical damage to habitat and 

promotes understanding of 

appropriate behaviour.

Future Use  Opportunites identified for 

recreation are likely to have a positive 

effect on this SEA objective. 

Neutral Impact Future Use  Better promotion of the 

walking area, eco-tourism, 

incorporating wildlife interests of the 

area into tours, trails and 

interpretation will have a positve 

impact on this SEA objective. 

Neutral Impact Future Use  Better promotion of the 

walking area, eco-tourism, 

incorporating wildlife interests of the 

area into tours, trails and interpretation 

will have a positve impact on this SEA 

objective. 

Neutral Impact

+ + (2&5) 0 + (5) + +(6) + 0 + 0 + 0

3 Ensure new and existing knowledge on

biodiversity is available to regulators,

developers and other stakeholders and

utilised for decision making

Neutral Impact All available information on biodiversity 

is described and mapped where 

appropriate in the Policy Zone which 

informed the Policy Guidance.

Neutral Impact All available information on 

biodiversity is described and 

mapped where appropriate in the 

Policy Zone which informed the 

Policy Guidance.

Neutral Impact All available information on biodiversity 

is described and mapped where 

appropriate in the Policy Zone which 

informed the Policy Guidance.

Neutral Impact All available information on 

biodiversity is described and mapped 

where appropriate in the Policy Zone 

which informed the Policy Guidance.

Neutral Impact All available information on 

biodiversity is described and mapped 

where appropriate in the Policy Zone 

which informed the Policy Guidance.

Neutral Impact All available information on 

biodiversity is described and 

mapped where appropriate in the 

Policy Zone which informed the 

Policy Guidance.
+ ++ 0 ++ 0 ++ 0 ++ 0 ++ 0 ++

Population and

human health

4 Promote opportunities for access to and 

enjoyment of the Loch Etive coastal area

Future Use Opportunities for 

access, wildlife and marketing 

would have a postive effect on 

promoting access and enjoyment 

of this policy zone.

3 & 8.  Presumption against marine 

development immediately adjacent to 

Tralee Bay and other ares of high 

recreational interest will help to 

safeguard recreational use of the 

coastal area.                                  4. 

There is general support for 

improvements to access and 

infrastructure for coatal recreational 

activities which will have a positive 

effect on promoting access and 

enjoyment of the area.

Future Use and Development 

Opportunities for access/coastal 

infrastructure and recreation would 

have a postive effect on promoting 

access and enjoyment of this policy 

zone.

6. Policy guidance promotes 

general support for improvements to 

access for coastal recreational 

activities.

Development  Opportunities for 

access would have a postive effect 

to promoting access and 

enjoyment of this policy zone. 

4. Policy guidance promotes general 

support for improvements to access 

for coastal recreational activities.

Development  Opportunities for 

recreation and access would have a 

postive effect to promoting access and 

enjoyment of this policy zone. 

6. There is general support for 

improvements to promote access 

opportunities for recreational and 

commercial activities.

Future Use Access: Opportunitiy for a 

collection and drop off service for 

visitors by boat wishing to walk or 

cycle part of the area would have a 

positive impact.

Neutral Impact Future Use Recreational opportunties 

seek to promote recreational use of 

the area.

5. Retention of the pier structure at 

the head of the loch, following the 

conclusion of timber extraction is 

encouraged which aims to maintain 

recreational access for this area.

0 + (3&8)               

+ (4)
+ 0 (6) + 0 (4) + +(6) + 0 + +(5)

5 Reduce water pollution to levels that do

not damage natural systems, and

maintain or where appropriate restore the

quality of the water environment.

Development Finfish aquaculture 

development would result in the 

deposition of solid wastes on the 

seabed, and release of nutrients, 

occasional medicines and 

antifoulants.   Onshore 

aquaculture development is 

unlikely to negatively affect the 

water environment.

7. Safeguarding the bay at Camas 

Rubha na Liathaig from marine 

development that could comprimise 

excellent water quality needed for the 

sea water intake at SAMS laboratory 

will avoid negative effects on water 

quality.

Development Potential for marina 

development in this Policy Zone may 

have a negative impact.

1. The potential for marina 

development at Camas Bruaich 

Ruaidhe may have a negative 

impact.

Development Finfish aquaculture 

development would result in the 

deposition of solid wastes on the 

seabed, and release of nutrients, 

occasional medicines and 

antifoulants.

3. Development Finfish aquaculture 

development would result in the 

deposition of solid wastes on the 

seabed, and release of nutrients, 

occasional medicines 

Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact

-/0 + (7) - - (1) - - 0 0 0 0 0 0

Future finfish development would need to be 

consistent with Loch Etive ICZM Plan policies 

(LE GEN 1 and LE AQUA 1) and relevant Argyll 

and Bute Development Plan policies that aim to 

prevent or minimise significant negative impacts 

on water quality.  Any new finfish development 

would require to undertake EIA and would 

require CAR consent from SEPA.  Argyll and 

Bute Council and SEPA are responsible for 

implementing this mitigation which would occur 

at the time of assessment of individual planning 

applications and CAR consent.

6 Avoid negative physical impacts on the

water environment, including increasing

flood risk.

Development Marine or onshore 

aquaculture development is 

unlikely to have negative physical 

impacts on the water environment 

or increase flood risk.

Marine aquaculture development is 

unlikely to have negative physical 

impacts on the water environment or 

increase flood risk.

Development Future marina 

development may result in negative 

physical impacts on the water 

environment but effects are unknown.

1. Future marina development may 

result in negative physical impacts 

on the water environment but effects 

are unknown.

Development Marine aquaculture 

development is unlikely to have 

negative physical impacts on the 

water environment or increase 

flood risk.

Marine aquaculture development is 

unlikely to have negative physical 

impacts on the water environment or 

increase flood risk.

Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact

0 0 (1) ? ? 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

7 Reduce the causes of climate change. Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Future Use There may be potential for 

small scale tidal energy development 

that would not adversely affect the 

environment and social and economic 

activity.  

4. Small scale tidal energy 

development that would not 

adversely affect the environment 

and social and economic activity is  

supported and may have a very 

small positive impact.

Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Future Use Use of Tidal Energy: There 

may be potential for small scale tidal 

energy development at Bonawe 

Narrows that would not adversely affect 

the environment and social and 

economic activity.  

8. Small scale tidal energy 

development that would not adversely 

affect the environment and social and 

economic activity is  supported and 

may have a very small positive 

impact.  

Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact

0 0 0 0 (4) 0 0 0 0 (8) 0 0 0 0

8 Minimise the effects of climate change on

industry, communities and the

environment.

Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

9 Protect and where appropriate enhance

the historic environment, including

archaeological remains and sites of local

importance.

Development Opportunities New 

marine aquaculture development 

in the location identified in 

Ardmucknish Bay would not 

physically negatively affect the 

undesignated wreck of the Breda 

or the recreational diving or 

angling at this location.                                

There are no known historic 

interests in the vicinty of the 

Potential Development Area 

(PDA) identified as having 

potential for onshore aquaculture 

development.

1. New marine aquaculture 

development in the location identified 

in Ardmucknish Bay would not 

physically negatively affect the 

undesignated wreck of the Breda or 

the recreational diving or angling at 

this location. 

Neutral Impact 1. & 4. No historic interests have 

been identified in the areas of 

potential for marina development.  

As there may be unrecorded 

interests the impact is assessed as 

being unknown.

Future Use - Promoting historic 

cairns at Achnaba could increase 

visitor numbers resulting in 

negative effects on these historic 

interests.

2. This policy aims to protect the 

setting of Achnacloich Garden and 

Designed Landscape and Ardchattan 

Kirk from inappropriate marine 

development in order to maintain the 

integrity of their setting.  It will 

therefore have a positve effect.

Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact

0 0 0 ? (1&4) - +(2) 0 0 0 0 0 0

Any proposals for 

signage and 

interpretation would 

need to consider 

advice from Historic 

Scotland at the time of 

the proposal.  Fixed 

signage would  require 

planning permission 

and therefore Argyll 

and Bute Council would 

be responsible for 

implementing this 

mitigation.

10 Promote opportunities for enhanced

management and/or increased

awareness of the historic environment

Future Use Opportunities for 

Historic Interests would allow the 

public to enjoy access to a 

currently inaccessible historic site 

and therefore result in a positive 

impact. 

Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Future Use: Promoting the historic 

cairns at Achnaba with appropriate 

sign posting and interpretation 

would have a postive effect on this 

SEA objective.

5. This policy aims to encourage and 

promote the natural and historic 

features of the area. 

Future Use  Recreation: Better 

promotion of area for walking and eco-

tourism and incorporation of historic, 

cultural and wildlife interests of the 

area into tours, trails and interpretation 

will have a positive effect. 

Neutral Impact Future Use  Recreational 

opportunities identified for this zone 

aim to  promote historic and cultural 

interests.

Neutral Impact Neutral Impact Neutral Impact

0 0 0 0 + 0 (5) + 0 + 0 0 0

Landscape and

amenity

11 Protect and enhance the character,

diversity and special qualities of the

landscape/seascape of Loch Etive.

Development New marine 

aquaculture development would 

have an effect on the 

landscape/seascape of 

Ardmucknish Bay but the area 

identified for potential 

development is considered able to 

accommodate up to large scale 

development without without 

adversely affecting landscape 

and seascape character and the 

recreational value of the area.                                                  

Onshore aquaculture development 

adjacent to the developed Oban 

airport and within the identifed 

PDA is unlikely to have significant 

adverse effects on 

landscape/seascape.

1. New marine aquaculture 

development would have an effect on 

the landscape/seascape of 

Ardmucknish Bay but the area 

identified for potential development is 

considered able to accommodate up to 

large scale development without 

without adversely affecting landscape 

and seascape character and the 

recreational value of the area.

Development - Future marina 

development may affect landscape 

character at this location.

1.  Future marina development may 

affect landscape character.            

2. Aquaculture development in this 

narrow stretch of coast would have 

a negative impact pn the landscape 

and therefore there is a 

presumption against development.

Development New marine 

aquaculture development could 

affect the landscape/seascape 

character the area identified for 

potential development is 

considered able to accommodate 

small scale development without 

without adversely affecting 

landscape and seascape 

character.

2. This policy aims to protect the 

setting of Achnacloich Garden and 

Designed Landscape, Ardchattan Kirk 

adn the Abbot's Isles from 

inappropriate marine development in 

order to maintain the integrity of their 

setting.                                                          

3. New marine aquaculture 

development could affect the 

landscape/seascape character the 

area identified for potential 

development is considered able to 

accommodate small scale development 

without without adversely affecting 

landscape and seascape character.  

Development - Future consolidation of 

aquaculture sites may have the 

potential to result in positve effects on 

landscape but effects unknown.

Neutral Impact Future Use  Recreation: Through 

linking the core path (Bonawe to Glen 

Etive) with the West Highland Way, 

National Cycle Route at Taynuilt and 

Oban to Fort William cycle route, as a 

circular off-road cycle route.  This 

could be considered as a potential 

aspirational route in the Argyll and 

Bute Core Path Plan. Promote the 

need for responsible behaviour in 

order to manage and reduce existing 

problems of litter from recreational 

users.

4. Presumption against new 

aquaculture developments in addition 

to existing sites, as this area has 

reached landscape capacity. This 

policy will therefore aim to protect 

and enhance the character, diversity 

and special qualities of the 

landscape/seascape of Loch Etive.

Future Use  Opportunty for long-term 

forestry management at the head of 

the loch has potential for significant 

positive landscape impacts.

1. This policy aims to safeguard the 

high scenic quality and 

landscape/seascape of upper Loch 

Etive including the Ben Nevis and 

Glencoe National Scenic Area and 

the wild and remote character of the 

upper loch.                                   

2. This policy aims to safeguard the 

tranquil and remote character of the 

upper loch from inappropriate 

activities. -/0 - - - (1)          

0 (2)
0 +(2)            

0 (3)
? 0 + ++(4) + +( 1&2)

Material assets 12 Protect, maintain and where appropriate

enhance important coastal infrastructure. 

Neutral Impact 4. This policy guidance supports 

improvements to access and existing 

infratructure for recreational activities 

and therefore has a positive effect on 

this SEA Objective.

Future Use Extending the car park at 

the Falls of Lora (Connel) and 

repairing the slipway would improve 

recreational access to the water.  

6. General support for 

improvements to access for coastal 

recreational activities. The need for 

improved access and facilities has 

been identified by recreational user 

groups.

Development - Access provision 

for divers and kayakers would 

have a postive impact if the 

opportunity was realised.

4. This policy encourages general 

support for improvements to 

access/coastal infrastructure for 

coastal recreational activities.

Development: Opportunties to improve 

access and coastal infrastructre would 

have a postive effect on this SEA 

objective. 

6. This policy encourages general 

support for improvements to 

access/coastal infrastructure for 

coastal recreational activities.

Development  Upgrading of old 

pier/jetty at Barrs or Dail to transport 

timber by barge from the Forestry 

Commission plantations at Cadderlie 

and Barrs would have a positve 

impact on this SEA objective.

5. This policy aims to safeguard 

SAMS research buoy in Bonawe 

deep water basin.                                     

6. This policy promotes the 

opportunity for supporting timber 

transhipment from Cadderlie and 

Barrs. The current road 

infrastructure is not suitable to 

support timber transport by road.

Future Use Access: Retain 

redeveloped pier for recreational 

access, following completion of timber 

operations.

5. Retention of the pier structure at 

the head of the loch, following the 

conclusion of timber extraction is 

encouraged. This policy will aim to 

maintain recreational access for this 

area.
0 + + 0 (6) +  +(4) + + (6) + +(5)       

+(6)
+ +(5)

Future finfish development would need to be 

consistent with Loch Etive ICZM Plan policies 

(LE GEN 1 and LE AQUA 1) and relevant Argyll 

and Bute Development Plan policies that aim to 

prevent or minimise significant negative impacts 

on water quality.  Any new finfish development 

would require to undertake EIA and would 

require CAR consent from SEPA.  Argyll and 

Bute Council and SEPA are responsible for 

implementing this mitigation which would occur 

at the time of assessment of individual planning 

applications and CAR consent.

Marina development would need to 

be consistent with Loch Etive 

ICZM Plan policies (LE GEN 1, LE 

REC 1 and LE INF 1) and relevant 

Argyll and Bute Development Plan 

policies that aim to prevent or 

minimise significant negative 

impacts on water quality.  Argyll 

and Bute Council are responsible 

for implementing this mitigation 

which would occur at the time of 

assessment of individual planning 

applications.

Marina development would need to 

be consistent with Loch Etive 

ICZM Plan policy LE GEN 1 and 

relevant Argyll and Bute 

Development Plan policies that 

aim to prevent or minimise 

significant negative impacts on 

landscape/seascape and visual 

amenity.   Visual impacts would be 

considered as part of any 

planning application for new 

development and advice from SNH 

would be considered.  Argyll and 

Bute Council are responsible for 

implementing this mitigation which 

would occur at the time of 

assessment of individual planning 

applications.

Future aquaculture development would need to be 

consistent with Loch Etive ICZM Plan policies (LE GEN 1 

and LE AQUA 1) and relevant environmental Argyll and 

Bute Development Plan policies that aim to prevent or 

minimise significant negative impacts on landscape and 

visual amenity.  Visual impacts would be considered as 

part of any planning application for new development and 

advice from SNH would be considered.  

Landscape/seascape capacity assessment identifes 

capacity for development.  Argyll and Bute Council are 

responsible for implementing this mitigation which would 

occur at the time of assessment of individual planning 

applications.

Mitigation and enhancement

POLICY ZONE A POLICY ZONE B POLICY ZONE C POLICY ZONE D POLICY ZONE E
SEA Objective

Biodiversity, flora 

and fauna

POLICY ZONE F

Evaluation (++/+/?/+or-/-/--)

POLICY ZONE A POLICY ZONE B POLICY ZONE C POLICY ZONE D POLICY ZONE E POLICY ZONE FPOLICY ZONE D POLICY ZONE E POLICY ZONE F

Water 

Climatic Factors

Cultural heritage

POLICY ZONE A POLICY ZONE B POLICY ZONE C
SEA Topic



APPENDIX B: ASSESSMENT OF PLAN ACTIONS

Ref Objective A1 A2 A3 A4 A5 A6 A7 A8 A9 A10 A11 A12 A13 A14 A15 A16 A17

1 Protect and where appropriate enhance

biodiversity, flora and fauna, including

protected sites and species 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 0

2 Increase awareness, understanding and

enjoyment of biodiversity
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0

3 Ensure new and existing knowledge on

biodiversity is available to regulators,

developers and other stakeholders and

utilised for decision making

0 0 0 + + 0 + + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0

Population and

human health

4 Promote opportunities for access to and 

enjoyment of the Loch Etive coastal area 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 0

5 Reduce water pollution to levels that do

not damage natural systems, and

maintain or where appropriate restore

the quality of the water environment.

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0

6 Avoid negative physical impacts on the

water environment, including increasing

flood risk.

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0

7 Reduce the causes of climate change.
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

8 Minimise the effects of climate change

on industry, communities and the

environment.

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

9 Protect and where appropriate enhance

the historic environment, including

archaeological remains and sites of local

importance.

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

10 Promote opportunities for enhanced

management and/or increased

awareness of the historic environment
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Landscape and

ammenity

11 Protect and enhance the character,

diversity and special qualities of the

landscape/seascape of Loch Etive.

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Material assets 12 Protect, maintain and where appropriate

enhance important coastal

infrastructure. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0

Action

Climatic Factors

Cultural heritage

SEA ObjectiveSEA topic

Biodiversity, flora

and fauna

Water 


