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Purpose
The principal objective of this study is to provide a robust set of 
documents that will clearly identify the opportunities and constraints, in 
landscape terms, for development within the Rural Opportunity Areas 

development control zones is the ROA designation which carries a 

stance is positive towards many small scale development types, and in 
particular, positive towards small scale housing development, with a 
general presumption in favour of up to 5 new houses (subject to design, 

Much of Argyll and Bute is covered by National Scenic Areas (NSA) 

This document is consistent with all current national and local planning 

Methodology
To ensure a consistent and robust approach to the collation and 
presentation of the study, the methodology of assessing and recording 

development has been based upon the accepted industry standards for 
landscape character assessment and has been prepared with reference to 
the following documents:

sensitivity to change, a thorough understanding of the development 
proposals and the magnitude of change that would result from these 

principles and processes of describing the character and characteristics of 

communities achieve residential developments which are in harmony with 

ROA Assessment
The format for assessing each ROA has involved the following:

analysing and, where applicable, providing recommendations for 

setting, and/or views due to inappropriate scale of development, 
visual prominence, additional development resulting in over 
development or insertion of development in currently 

Landscape Character Assessment
To assist with the understanding of the capacity of the landscape 
to accommodate development it is essential to understand the 

for Argyll and Bute, are covered by Environmental Resources 

change and this understanding can determine which areas have a greater 
capacity to accommodate change, thereby ensuring that future change can 

This information will then enable an assessment to be made of the 

Scenic Quality

character area, zone, feature or component within the landscape, 

that have already been considered to have particularly outstanding

Medium

Methodology
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Determining Sensitivity of the Landscape
The assessment considers the sensitivity of the environment that could 
be affected, the scenic quality and value and the ability of the landscape to 

Sensitivity to Change
Sensitivity to change considers the extent to which the landscape can 

ROA’s are either within an Area of Panoramic Quality or National Scenic 
Area, there are still differing qualities within these areas and differing 

changes by development; 

development into the landscape;

Medium Sensitivity

proposed development; 

development into the landscape;

Low Sensitivity

proposed development as existing features could be 
utilised/enhanced to set development into the landscape; 

Capacity to accommodate development

change of the landscape, the ability of each ROA to accommodate 
development has been determined; this has been done by assessing the 
ROA’s as follows:

New development would not:

characteristics of the ROA;

important view;

existing landscape features;

New development could:

form or features; 

Limited or No Capacity to Accommodate Development
New development would:

characteristics of the ROA or could not relate to the landform;

ecological value;

into the landscape;

When considering whether the ROA’s could potentially accommodate
development, it is important to recognise that it is not just whether a 
property itself, for example, could be sensitively sited and located, but 
also the accompanying infrastructure needed to support that 

In addition, the following issues also need to be considered:

Methodology
Findings
The assessment results will report on the ability, or otherwise, of each 

Each ROA has been assessed in detail and areas with potential to 

The supporting rationale for identifying these areas is given in the 

The report should be used as part of as series of tools to guide Argyll 

with the recommended guidelines will allow the Council to determine 
whether it would be appropriate to consider new development and 
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planting (associated with existing trees, woodland or other shrubs) 
to screen development;

Upland Forest Moor Mosaic LCT

study, are:

The main landscape issues that need to be considered, with regards to 

undeveloped shoreline landscapes;

ornamental character do not extend onto the upper moorland 
slopes;

the existing arrangements where buildings are typically   
built into slopes, with visual emphasis being given to 
terraces by retaining walls and hedges to ensure that buildings are 

Coastal Plain LCT

study,  are:

road;

The main landscape issues that need to be considered, with regards to 

should be avoided;

the surrounding landscape;

buildings;

Rocky Mosaic LCT

study,  are:

narrow glens;

bays;

textures;

and

The main landscape issues that need to be considered, with regards to 

so that it can be integrated within the surrounding, 
diverse landscape;

pattern; and

Low Coastal Hills LCT

study,  are:

slope;

gullies;

Landscape Character - Kintyre
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

Mull of Kintyre

sensitivities relevant to each landscape type and outlines detailed aims, 
guidance notes and suggestions on how to conserve or enhance the 
landscape through appropriate sensitive land use, management or 

this landscape capacity study:

Hidden Glens LCT

study, are:

ested ridges;

The main landscape issues that need to be considered, with regards to 

tree planting and that building plots are varied in both shape and 
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Landscape Character - Kintyre

The main landscape issues that need to be considered, with regards to 
the proposed type of development, within this landscape type are:

planting (preferably mixed, broad-leaved species); and

outcrops or on the coastal cliffs, where it would be particularly 




