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Social Work in Scotland 
has 190,000               
professionals. Argyll & 
Bute’s Social Workers 
Shauna Wright (Adult 
Care, Helensburgh) and 
Rhoda Harper (Children 
& Families, Oban) were 
both shortlisted from a 
number of nominated 
Social Workers at the 
Scottish Association   
Social Work Awards   
ceremony in Edinburgh. 

 

Rhoda Harper with Aileen Campbell MSP who presented her award  

 

For Shauna, this was the second year she had been      
short-listed and SASW acknowledged this as a significant 
achievement. 

 

Rhoda was voted Scottish Social Worker of the Year.  

 

These are tremendous achievements and testify to the  
quality of social work services throughout Argyll and Bute. 
We are incredibly proud of Shauna and Rhoda who have 
both shown the quality of Social Work staff we have here in 
Argyll and Bute. 
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On Thursday 27 February Tobermory High School hosted an 
Opportunities for All Careers and Job Fair.  This event was    
organised in partnership by CLD Youth Services and the 
school and was aimed at S3-6 pupils and their parents/carers. 
 
Based on discussions with the pupils a variety of partners and 
professionals were invited to attend from higher education,  
further education, training and employment. These                
organisations were hosted in a ‘marketplace’ set up in the 
school gym and included Glasgow Caledonian University and 
University of the West of Scotland, as well as 2 colleges, 2 
training providers, Royal Navy and 28 local business people/
professionals and employers.   
 
Pupils were able to browse the marketplace and discover the 
various routes individuals can follow in order to reach their   
career goal.  Later in the day pupils attended a variety of  
workshops run by 7 of the organisations. 
 
Feedback from the event has been very positive - all who took 
part enjoyed the day – with some young people even securing 
work experience placements and summer jobs!   
 
The event was funded by Opportunities for All and Skills      
Development Scotland. 
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Primary 1 – 3 pupils from 

Strone Primary School 

had a very exciting day 

out in Glasgow on 

Wednesday 5th March, 

attending the Scottish 

Children’s Book Awards 

at the Mitchell  Library. 

All the pupils at Strone 

have been reading the 

shortlisted titles and   

voted online for their     

favourites. At the 

awards, pupils were able 

to get their own books 

signed by the authors 

and watched the        

ceremony as the         

winners were              

announced. 

More literacy themed     

activities were enjoyed 

on Thursday 6th March 

when pupils took part in 

World Book Day and 

dressed up as their      

favourite book          

characters. 
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The DofE Conference 

The 2014 DofE conference was 

held at Torran Bay Hostel in Ford 

and proved to be a very          

comfortable setting for this year’s 

conference. 

The event was planned in order to 

give the DofE volunteers an opportunity to come together for 

training in DofE, Child Protection, Managing challenging    

behaviour and Expedition  Paperwork. 

The event also gave the opportunity for leaders to learn 

about funding opportunities that are available locally and   

opportunities for young people to get involved in volunteering 

activities across Argyll. A motivational illustrated talk was   

delivered by Bob Shepton, who won the Yaughtsman of the 

year award 2014. 
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The conference was well attended, with 17 leaders from 

across Argyll attending. Theses represented Tarbert, Lorn, 

Mid Argyll, Helensburgh, Appin and Mull award groups. 

3 of the leaders in attendance were young leaders. Two of 

whom , Ruth and Kerry, had completed their Gold Award 

with Argyll and Bute last year, and have stayed on with their 

award groups to help with the delivery of the award. Andrew 

is currently working towards completing his award, and 

maximising his involvement with the Mid Argyll award group 

to help gain his volunteering section. 

During the weekend, it was also a chance for those leaders 

who joined us over that last 12 months to gain a broader 

understanding of how the DofE is delivered in other areas of 

Argyll and saw a great deal of networking take place which 

will move towards greater partnership working between the 

award groups. 

The conference was filled with a variety of workshops and 

lectures that reflected the needs identified by award group 

leaders in a survey late last year, which ensured that there 

were plenty of new ideas and supporting materials as well 

as training being delivered to our award leaders. 
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John Muir Award 

Helen MacLeod, a Youth work 

Assistant form Argyll and Bute 

Council Youth Services based 

in Dunoon and Steve Gillen, the 

Education Ranger for the     

Forestry Commission based at 

Glen Branter, have teamed up 

to provide a John Muir Award at 

Dunoon Grammar School. The 

Award is for pupils who have 

chosen to take part in the     

programme and has been    

running for the last few weeks with further plans for the New 

Year.  The Award is based in Corlarach, one of the local   

Forestry Commission areas in Dunoon and the students have 

been exploring this area through a wide range of games, fire   

building, orienteering and geo-cashing. In the New Year, the           

conservation section of the Award will start with the students 

helping the Forestry Commission planting rowan, hawthorn, 

beech and birch trees and path clearing. There are also 

plans to start a new conservation project which the students 

are currently planning, however this is likely to take the form 

of wildlife surveys and constructing a bird watching screen. 
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The idea behind this pilot project was to increase the 

amount of outdoor learning happening within the 

school and also raise the profile of outdoor learning 

as a medium for youth work.  The John Muir Award 

encourages an awareness of wild places and how to 

conserve it and enjoy spending time in it.  Through 

the John Muir Award, the students at Dunoon    

Grammar School have had the freedom to explore 

wild places in a safe and exciting way.   

This project would not have been possible without the 

partnership working between Dunoon Grammar 

School, Argyll and Bute Council Youth Services and 

the Forestry Commission. Both Helen and Steve, who 

are responsible for this project, have backgrounds in 

outdoor learning and using the outdoors as a medium 

for personal and social development.  This previous 

experience enables the students to explore wild   

places in depth but also gain 

wider learning including       

increased communication 

skills, patience, team working 

and environmental education. 
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Princes Trust Group  

Pupils from Lochgilphead High School 

Princes Trust 3xl group spent 3 days in   

Edinburgh as part of their photography   

project. They stayed at the wonderfully 

equipped Forth Lodge based in Bonaly  

outdoor centre.  

The group visited the Camera Obscura to 

learn about different aspects of imagery, 

textures and optical illusions. There were 5 

floors full of new and exciting interactive 

fun. 

The Camera Obscura advertises itself as the ‘eye in the sky’. Kieran 

McDonald of the group describes it as an early version of CCTV as people 

walking about Edinburgh are unaware that they are being watched.  

After scaling the five flights of stairs to the top of the tower, the group were 

ushered in to a very small, dark cramped room to discover the             

wonderment of the 360 degree rooftop panorama views over the City of 

Edinburgh. There were even tricks to be played on unsuspecting       

members of the public, cars and buses, all done with pieces of paper.  

After the live show and braving the cold to 

go out on the rooftop gallery, the group then 

went on to explore the other 4 floors of   

wonderful historic tower which was packed 

full of mind boggling exhibits, amazing      

optical illusions, pictures, puzzles and     

special effects that the group interacted with. 

The mirror maze and the vortex tunnel were 

both a hit with the group, not so much with 

the leaders. Pictured is Kieran McDonald  

after a visit to Edinburgh Dungeons.  
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Youth Services on Bute organised a community performance of the 

Road Safety play “Better Late than Dead on Time” at Rothesay Joint 

Campus on Monday 10
th
  March. The play, acted out by members of 

the Theatre and Learning Company, looked at the dangers posed by 

drunk drivers, speeding motorists and even easily-distracted          

pedestrians providing plenty of food for thought. Whilst there was 

plenty of laughter for the audience to enjoy, there were lots of   

poignant moments too as the characters described the impact of one 

thoughtless motorist, or even one pedestrian with his mind on other 

things, can have on many lives. 

The play was followed by a workshop asking the audience questions 

in relation to driving law and demonstrated stopping distances which 

surprised even the most experienced driver. Inspector Anderson of 

Police Scotland diplomatically decided not to get involved with the Q 

& A session, just in case he got them wrong!  Issues raised by the 

performance just might have resulted in those attending the event 

thinking a little bit more about their behaviour in their cars and on the 

pavements as they headed for home. 

Better Late than Dead on Time 
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McDonalds School Programme 

The Argyll and Bute Council/Scottish FA McDonald’s Programme is 
into its fourth year across the Region where the programme looks at 
targeting the younger spectrum of children and trying to entice them 
into a healthy and active lifestyle through football. 

 

The area that was targeted this school term was the Mid Argyll 
schools, where the children from all Primary schools in the Mid     
Argyll area benefited from a six week school based coaching       
programme. Through the programme work was carried out in     
partnership with the local SFA Quality Mark accredited club       
Lochgilphead Soccer Centre where it is hoped that we can generate 
more participants into structured football as well as more volunteers 
into the game at the soccer centre. 

 

The programme has just started in the Primary schools within the 
Cowal area and all these primary schools have taken up the offer of 
the programme which is creating school club links with the local club 
DYFL in the area. 
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World Book Night 

An audience of 40 attended the celebration of 
World Book Night on 23 April, when Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Adult Literacies Service and Oban Library 
hosted an evening of sketches, the telling of a love 
story, anecdotes, harp music and short stories.  

 

A very enjoyable and entertaining evening to en-
courage new readers. 

Authors Mhairi Livingtone Ross (left) and Grace Banks  
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The Scottish Civic Trust has announced winners of it's 2014 My Place 
photography competition for young people.  Conor Bolton, a pupil in    

P2-3 at Rothesay Primary 
was awarded 1st prize in 
the Primary School         
category for his photo which 
he named 'The Dry Keep'.   

 

Conor received his prize of 
a camera for himself and 
one for the school at the 
Lighthouse on 27th March 
where all the photos will be 
on display until May. 

The staff at East King Street have been invited to attend the 
Royal Garden Party at Holyrood on Tuesday 1st July.  This 
came about when Jill Aitkenhead MBE, moved into the   
neighbourhood close to the Children’s Unit in                
Helensburgh.  She called into the unit, introduced herself to 
staff and invited them to attend the garden party.  The Unit 
Manager and two of the senior staff members will be taking 
her up on her invitation.  They’re already talking dresses and 
hats or no hats? 

Royal Garden Party 

The Scottish Civic Trust  


