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Scottish Planning Policy 2014 

should identify where there is strategic capacity for 
wind farms, and areas with greatest potential for wind development, considering cross-
boundary constraints and opportunities”

recognising that in some areas 
the cumulative impact of existing and consented energy development may limit capacity 
for further development”.   

The role of landscape capacity studies for wind energy development  

Spatial Planning for Onshore Wind Turbines – natural 
heritage considerations 
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‘the degree to which a particular landscape 
character type or area is able to accommodate change without significant effects on its 
character, or overall change of landscape character type. Capacity is likely to vary 
according to the type and nature of change being proposed’

Landscape Capacity Studies in 
Scotland – Review and Guide to Good Practice

Siting
and Designing Wind Farms in the Landscape

Siting and Design of Single and Groups of Small 
Turbines in the Landscape

Landscape Assessment Guidance for England and Scotland



Landscape character assessment 

Landscape sensitivity 

Landscape capacity 



Table 1: Wind Farm/turbine baseline for the study  
Windfarm Turbines Height to

blade tip  
Landscape Character 
Type/Authority 

Operational and under-construction wind farms and turbines > 50m high 

Consented wind farms and turbines >50m high 



Smaller wind turbine developments 

Smaller typologies 



Larger typologies 

Development typologies considered in this updated capacity study 

Small turbines 20-35m high
Small-medium turbines 35m to 50m high
Medium turbines 50m to 80m high 
Large turbines 80-130m high
Very Large turbines over 130m high



Table 3: Typologies assessed in detail in different landscape character types/NSAs 
LCT’s that may be suitable for very large turbines >130m:   

Steep Ridgeland and Mountains (2) 
Upland Forest Moor Mosaic (6) 
Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic (6a) 
Knapdale Upland Forest Moor Mosaic (6b) 
Craggy Upland (7) 

Upland landscapes (LCTs 1 ,2, 2a,6a-c, 7, 6b, 6c,7,7c,7d and 10): 

Small scale valleys, glens and coastal moss (LCTs 3, 4, 23):

National Scenic Areas (NSAs) 

Mull, Islay, Jura and Bute 

Bute Open Ridgeland (5a) 
Moorland Plateau (8 – Islay) 
Moorland Plateau with Farmland (8 – Islay 
Rocky Moorland (9 -Islay) 
High Stepped Basalt (12 - Mull)
Lowland Bog and Moor (15- Islay)
Mull Basalt Lowlands (17)

All other LCTs:



Landscape and visual sensitivity criteria 

Assessing the sensitivity of the National Scenic Areas 



Table 4: Explanation of Sensitivity Ratings 



Concentrations of existing development 
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LCT Boundary

NSA Areas

Lynn of Lorn Ben Nevis
 & Glen Coe

Scarba, Lunga
& the Garvellachs

Knapdale

Kyles 
of Bute

No Character type 
1.  Steep Ridgeland and Mountains 
2.  High Tops 
3 Hidden Glens 
4 Mountain Glens 
5 Open Ridgeland 
5a Bute Open Ridgeland 
6 Upland Forest Moor Mosaic 
6a Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic 
6b Knapdale Upland Forest Moor Mosaic 
6c Mull of Kintyre Upland Forest Moor Mosaic 
7 Craggy Upland 
7a Craggy Upland with Settled Glens 
7b Craggy Coast and Islands 
7c North Loch Awe Craggy Uplands 
7d Lorn Craggy Uplands 
10 Upland Parallel Ridges 
13 Rolling Farmland with Estates 
13a Bute Rolling Farmland with Estates 
14 Bay Farmland 
17a Bute Basalt Lowlands 
18 Lowland Ridges and Moss 
19 Coastal Plain 
19a Bute Coastal Plain 
20 Rocky Mosaic 
21 Low Coastal Hills 
23 Flat Moss and Mudflats 
25 Sand Dunes and Machair 
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The landscape character types defined in the Argyll 
& Bute landscape assessment (1996) have been 
sub-divided for the purposes of this study. Some of 
the minor reclassification of some character types has 
also been undertaken. Further details are set 
out in Appendix C of the Main Study Report.



LCT Boundary

NSA Areas

Loch na Keal, Isle of Mull

Jura

17
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No Character type 
2a.  Mull High Tops 
7e Mull Craggy Upland 
8 Moorland Plateau 
8a Moorland Plateau with Farmland 
9 Rocky Moorland 
11 Boulder Moors 
12 High Stepped Basalt 
15 Lowland Bog and Moor 
15a Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor  
16 Marginal Farmland Mosaic 
17 Mull Basalt Lowlands 
22 Coastal Parallel Ridges 
25  Sand Dunes and Machair 
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Fig 5
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The landscape character types defined in the Argyll 
& Bute landscape assessment (1996) have been 
sub-divided for the purposes of this study. Some of 
the minor reclassification of some character types has 
also been undertaken. Further details are set 
out in Appendix C of the Main Study Report.
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2a.  Mull High Tops 
7e Mull Craggy Upland 
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9 Rocky Moorland 
11 Boulder Moors 
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Fig 6
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The landscape character types defined in the Argyll 
& Bute landscape assessment (1996) have been 
sub-divided for the purposes of this study. Some of 
the minor reclassification of some character types has 
also been undertaken. Further details are set 
out in Appendix C of the Main Study Report.
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Very Large typology (>130m high turbines) 

Large typology (80m-130m high turbines) 



Medium typology (50m-80m high turbines) 



Upland Forest Moor Mosaic Craggy Upland
Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic



Analysis of increased height ZTVs  

extent of increased visibility

Hidden Glens

Analysis of sample visualisations and field assessment    





Conclusions
Proposals to repower 

existing wind farms which are already in suitable sites where environmental and other 
impacts have been shown to be capable of mitigation, can help to maintain or enhance 
installed capacity, underpinning renewable energy generation targets”.

in suitable sites where environmental and other impacts have been shown to 
be capable of mitigation”. 

Steep Mountains and Ridgeland



Sand Dunes and Machair

High Top

High Tops



Introduction   

An overview of the landscape of Argyll and Bute 

The existing pattern of wind farm development 

Upland Forest Moor Mosaic Craggy Upland
Steep Ridgeland and Mountains Knapdale Upland 

Forest Moor Mosaic

Current trends and issues related to wind farm development  



Upland
Forest Moor Mosaic Craggy Upland Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor 
Mosaic

Introduction 

Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

Key findings of the sensitivity assessment  

Mull of Kintyre 
Upland Forest Moor Mosaic
Upland Forest Moor Mosaic



Effects of existing wind energy development on the coast of Kintyre 
Rocky Mosaic

Upland Forest Moor Mosaic Rocky Mosaic

Upland Forest Moor Mosaic
Hidden Glens

Rocky Mosaic

Landscape and visual effects from Gigha and the Islay ferry 



Landscape and visual effects experienced from Arran 



Effects from the B8001 and Lochranza – Cloanaig/Tarbert ferry route 

A strategy to minimise cumulative landscape and visual effects  

Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

Upland 
Forest Moor Mosaic



Mull of Kintyre Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

Craggy Upland

Craggy Upland North Loch 
Awe Craggy Upland 
Craggy Upland

Craggy Upland with Settled Glens 



Craggy Upland

North Loch Awe Craggy Upland

Inner Loch Fyne  

Rocky Mosaic
Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic 

Craggy Upland
Steep Ridgeland and 

Mountains

Craggy Upland
Rocky Mosaic Steep Ridgeland 

and Mountains Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic 
Steep Ridgeland and Mountains

Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic Craggy 
Upland



Outer Loch Fyne 
Knapdale Upland Forest Moor Mosaic 

Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

Rocky Mosaic
Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

Loch Fyne 
Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

A strategy for development within the Loch Fyne area 



Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor 
Mosaic

Protection of the most scenic of Argyll and Bute’s landscapes

Maintaining the wildland qualities of the mountainous landscapes

Protect the special qualities of the coastal landscapes, islands and wider 
seascape 

Conserve the character and integrity of inner Loch Fyne 



Conserve the rich scenic character found at the northern and southern ends of 
Loch Awe

Craggy Upland

Follow the established pattern of larger wind farm development associated with 
less sensitive upland landscapes

Avoid exacerbating intrusion on Arran, Gigha and surrounding seascapes
Upland Forest Moor 

Mosaic

Direct larger typologies away from settled coastal and loch fringes 

Rocky 
Mosaic

Ongoing review of cumulative landscape and visual effects of multiple wind 
turbine developments 

Craggy Upland Loch Fyne Upland 
Forest Moor Mosaic 
Upland Forest Moor Mosaic



taken
to blade tip

Steep Ridgeland and Mountains 
Upland Forest Moor Mosaic 
Knapdale Forest Moor Mosaic 
Loch Fyne Forest Moor Mosaic 
Craggy Upland 



Interpreting the overall sensitivity ratings  

High

High-medium

Medium

Low-medium 

Low

Consideration of turbine height  

The need for more detailed appraisal of specific proposals  



Character Type Key Map -1.Steep Ridgeland & Mountains
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Potential cumulative issues  
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Character Type Key Map -2.High Tops
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Summary of sensitivity  
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Cumulative issues 
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Character Type Key Map - 2a. Mull High Tops
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Character Type Key Map -3.Hidden Glens
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Character Type Key Map - 4.Mountain Glens
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Summary of sensitivity 
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Character Type Key Map - 5.Open Ridgeland
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Character Type Key Map - 5a. Bute Open Ridgeland
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Character Type Key Map - 6. Upland Forest Moor Mosaic
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Character Type Key Map - 6a. Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic
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Character Type Key Map - 6b. Knapdale Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

©crown copyright & database right (2017). All rights
reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100023368

8

6a

6a

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

22

14

6

6b

19

20
3

20

6a
5a

25

20

21

3

20

5a

1

20

20

C

Y
Z I

G

F

T
P

N

Q

X

O

Wild Land Areas

Areas of Panoramic Quality

Legend

National Scenic Area (NSA) Boundary

Loch Lomond & The Trossachs 
National Park Boundary

Selected Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Type Boundary

Windfarms

C Allt Dearg
F Auchadaduie
G Beinn an Tuirc I
H Beinn an Tuirc II
I Beinn an Tuirc III
K Blary Hill
N Cour
O Cruach Mhor
P Deucheran Hill
Q Freasdail
T Isle of Gigha
X Srondoire
Y Tangy I & II
Z Tangy III

K

I

H



Knapdale Upland Forest-Moor Mosaic

Summary of sensitivity  
Knapdale Upland Forest-Moor Mosaic

 High 
High-medium Medium

High-medium

Low

Smaller typologies 

Rocky Mosaic

Rocky Mosaic



Cumulative issues  

Upland Forest Moor Mosaic 

Key constraints  

Rocky Mosaic



Opportunities:

Guidance on development
no scope

very limited 

Rocky Mosiac

Rocky Mosaic

Rocky Mosiac



Character Type Key Map - 6c. Mull of Kintyre Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

©crown copyright & database right (2017). All rights
reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100023368

20

20

22 19

6

20
20

20

20
21

3

25 14
20

20

6c
6c

20

21
3

21

F

Y

Z

T

Q

P

N

H

G

Wild Land Areas

Areas of Panoramic Quality

Legend

National Scenic Area (NSA) Boundary

Loch Lomond & The Trossachs 
National Park Boundary

Selected Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Type Boundary

Windfarms

F Auchadaduie
G Beinn an Tuirc I
H Beinn an Tuirc II
I Beinn an Tuirc III
K Blary Hill
N Cour
P Deucheran Hill
Q Freasdail
T Isle of Gigha
Y Tangy I & II
Z Tangy III

K

I
I



Mull of Kintyre Upland Forest-Moor Mosaic

Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

Mull of Kintyre Upland Forest-Moor Mosaic
Coastal Hills

Summary of sensitivity  

Mull of Kintyre 
Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

Rocky Mosaic Bay Farmland Low Coastal Hills

High
High-medium

High-medium  Low

Smaller turbines 

Bay
Farmland

Rocky Mosaic
Low Coastal Hills
Upland Forest Moor Mosaic



Cumulative issues 

Upland Forest Moor 
Mosaic

Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

Upland Forest Moor Mosaic
Bay Farmland

Mull of Kintyre 
Upland Forest Moor Mosaic

Upland Forest Moor Mosaic
Bay Farmland

Key constraints:  

Low Coastal Hills

Rocky Mosaic Low Coastal 
Hills Bay Farmland



Opportunities:

Guidance on development 
no opportunities

Low Coastal Hills Rocky Mosaic

very limited

Bay Farmland

Low Coastal Hills
Rocky Mosaic



Character Type Key Map - 7. Craggy Upland

©crown copyright & database right (2017). All rights
reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100023368

20

20

2a

7d

2

18

18

2

7a

7a
7

7b

7b

7c

7

7b

7b

6a

7c

8

7e

7e

17

17

4
7d

4
20

18 20

7b

20

20
20

4 1

7b

10

23

2

4

20

20

6a

20
6a

206b

A

L

J

D

B

Wild Land Areas

Areas of Panoramic Quality

Legend

National Scenic Area (NSA) Boundary

Loch Lomond & The Trossachs 
National Park Boundary

Selected Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Type Boundary

Windfarms

A A'Chruach I
B A'Chruach II
D An Suidhe
J Beinn Ghlas
L Carraig Gheal



Summary of sensitivity  
Craggy Upland

Craggy 
Upland

 High 
High-medium

High-medium  Low 

Smaller typologies 

Craggy Upland with Settled Glens Rocky 
Mosaic

Cumulative issues 

Loch Fyne Upland Forest-Moor Mosaic
Craggy Upland

Steep Ridgeland and Mountains



Craggy Upland

Rocky Mosaic

Craggy 
Upland and Settled Glens Craggy Coast and Islands

Key constraints  

Craggy Uplands 
with Settled Glens



Opportunities

Guidance on development 
no scope

Craggy Upland with Settled Glens Craggy Coasts and 
Islands

very limited 

Craggy Uplands with Settled Glens Craggy Coasts and 
Islands





Character Type Key Map - 7a. Craggy Upland wih Settled Glens

©crown copyright & database right (2017). All rights
reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100023368

20

20

2a

7d

2

18

18

2

7a

7a
7

7b

7b

7c

7

7b

7b

7c

8

7e

7e 7e

17

17

4

7d

4
20

18 20

7b

20

20
20 4 1

7b

10

23 A

L

J

D

B

Wild Land Areas

Areas of Panoramic Quality

Legend

National Scenic Area (NSA) Boundary

Loch Lomond & The Trossachs 
National Park Boundary

Selected Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Type Boundary

Windfarms

A A'Chruach I
B A'Chruach II
D An Suidhe
J Beinn Ghlas
L Carraig Gheal



Craggy Uplands 

Summary of sensitivity  

Craggy Coast and 
Islands

Craggy Coast and Islands
High

High-medium 
Medium 

High-medium
Medium

Cumulative issues 

Craggy Upland

Craggy Uplands

Constraints



Craggy Coast and Islands

Craggy Upland

Opportunities

Guidance on development 

Craggy Coast and Islands

very limited

Craggy Coast and Islands



Character Type Key Map - 7b. Craggy Coast & Islands

©crown copyright & database right (2017). All rights
reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100023368

20

20

2a

7d

2

18

18

2

7a

7a
7

7b

7b

7c

7

7b

7b

6a

7c

8

7e

7e

17

17

4
7d

4
20

18 20

7b

20

20
20

4 1

7b

10

23

2

4

20

6a

20
6a

206b

A

L

J

D

B

Wild Land Areas

Areas of Panoramic Quality

Legend

National Scenic Area (NSA) Boundary

Loch Lomond & The Trossachs 
National Park Boundary

Selected Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Type Boundary

Windfarms

A A'Chruach I
B A'Chruach II
D An Suidhe
J Beinn Ghlas
L Carraig Gheal



Summary of sensitivity  
Craggy Coast and Islands

 High
High-medium

Medium

High-medium
medium

Cumulative issues 

Craggy Upland

Craggy Upland

Craggy
Upland

Craggy Upland

Key constraints:  
Craggy Coast and Islands



Opportunities

Guidance on development 

very limited



Character Type Key Map - 7c. North Loch Awe Craggy Uplands

©crown copyright & database right (2017). All rights
reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100023368

20

20

7d

2

18

18

2

7a

7a
7

7b

7b

7c

7

6a

7c

4
7d

4
20

18 20

7b

20

20
20

4 1

7b

10

2

4

20

20

6a

20
6a

6b

1

1

A

O

M

L

J

D

B

Wild Land Areas

Areas of Panoramic Quality

Legend

National Scenic Area (NSA) Boundary

Loch Lomond & The Trossachs 
National Park Boundary

Selected Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Type Boundary

Windfarms

A A'Chruach I
B A'Chruach II
D An Suidhe
J Beinn Ghlas
L Carraig Gheal
M Clachan Flats
O Cruach Mhor



Summary of sensitivity  

High High-medium

High-medium

Smaller typologies 

Mountain Glens Rocky 
Mosaic

Cumulative issues 

Craggy
Upland

Craggy Upland



Craggy Upland

Craggy Upland

Craggy Upland

Key constraints  

Opportunities

Guidance on development 
no scope



Character Type Key Map - 7d. Lorn Craggy Uplands

©crown copyright & database right (2017). All rights
reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100023368

20

20

7d

2

18

18

2

7a

7a
7

7b

7b

7c

7

6a

7c

4
7d

4
20

18 20

7b

20

20
20

4
1

7b

10

2

4

20

7b

7b

4

A

M

L

J

D

B

Wild Land Areas

Areas of Panoramic Quality

Legend

National Scenic Area (NSA) Boundary

Loch Lomond & The Trossachs 
National Park Boundary

Selected Landscape Character Type

Landscape Character Type Boundary

Windfarms

A A'Chruach I
B A'Chruach II
D An Suidhe
J Beinn Ghlas
L Carraig Gheal
M Clachan Flats



Lorn Craggy Upland

High Tops

Summary of sensitivity  
Lorn Craggy Upland

High Tops

High

High

Smaller typologies 

Lowland Ridges and Moss

Cumulative issues 

Craggy Upland



Constraints

High Tops

Opportunities

Guidance on development 

Lowland Ridges and Moss



Character Type Key Map - 7e. Mull Craggy Upland
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Character Type Key Map - 16. Marginal Farmland Mosaic
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Character Type Key Map -16a. Small Island Marginal Farmland Mosaic
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Summary of sensitivity  
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Character Type Key Map - 25. Sand Dunes & Machair
Islay & Kintyre
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Introduction 

Upland Parallel Ridges
Coastal Parallel Ridges
Flat Moss and Mudflats

Upland Parallel Ridges

Knapdale Upland Forest Moor Mosaic 

Description of the NSA and its special qualities 

‘The strongly grained topography of Knapdale with long parallel ridges and glens 
aligned on a north-west south-east axis, presents a miniature ‘Appalachian’ type 
landscape. Heavily wooded now, the glacially overdeepened glens either have narrow 
ribbon lakes in their bottoms or else have been invaded by the sea. Loch Sween is a 
complex series of parallel channels intruding long narrow fingers of sea into the 
coniferous forests of Knapdale. 

This ever present combination of fresh and sea water with their different plant life, small 
waterside meadows, and heavily wooded ridges makes up a series of narrow enclosed 
landscapes gradually opening out to the lower, more open, and mixed land uses of the 
wider topography at the mouth of Loch Sween, from where there are fine views to the 
Paps of Jura. By contrast, Loch Caolisport is a wide sea loch. It is contained by 
sufficient amplitude of relief to frame the views of Jura, and in this more open loch basin 
there is a pleasing mixture of forestry and well-kept farmland, with moorland on the high 
land, and some deciduous woodlands on the hillsides.  

To the north the flat moss, meadow and arable land of the Moine Mhor, the finely 
curving meanders of the River Add, and the abruptly upstanding heights of Dunadd and 
Cnoc na Moine, the former rocky and bare, the latter heavily mantled in oakwoods, 
provide a sharp contrast to the tightly grained and forested hills of Knapdale. Loch 
Crinan, with its wide expanse of flats, continues this character seawards, and is 
enclosed on its north side by a series of miniature glens and hills, echoing the scale of 
Knapdale to the south, but offering a gentle, open, cultivated contrast to the forest. The 
historic and cultural interest of this landscape adds a further dimension to the scene’.  

Distinctive ridges and loch-filled trenches 



A landscape of skylines 
A clothing of oak woodland over the ridges and hollows 
A profoundly evocative, ancient place 
Ever-changing patterns of colour, sound and smell 
In the north, dramatic juxtaposition of ridges and volcanic plugs arising from the 
flat expanse of Moine Mhor bog 
A centre of parallel ridges and secret lochans 
Long, slow journeys to the sea 
Dramatic sea views in the south 
The Crinan Canal 

Ever-changing patterns of colour, sound and smell’ Long,
slow journeys to the sea’ 

Summary of sensitivity 

High
High-medium

Cumulative issues 

Knapdale Upland Forest Moor Mosaic



Constraints   

Opportunities

Guidance on development 
no scope

limited



Upland Parallel Ridges



Key Map for Lynn of Lorn NSA
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Introduction 

Lowland Ridges and Moss

Description of the NSA and its special qualities 

The Lynn of Lorn is an island-studded waterway at the confluence of the Sound of Mull 
with Loch Etive and Loch Linnhe, from which it is separated by the island of Lismore. 
The Lynn follows the north-westerly alignment of the prevailing relief in the area, which, 
set in the wider context of sea lochs and mountains, is a small scale region of parallel 
limestone ridges. It is these ridges, whether submerged, so that only their tops form 
islets, or whether raised in succession, with the waters of the Lynn, Loch Creran and 
Loch Laich lapping in between them, that give the area its distinctive character. Made of 
limestone they support a rich vegetation, either green, lush meadows in the intervening 
glens and on the surrounding raised beaches, or thick luxuriant oakwoods, at times 
extended by new coniferous plantations, covering their slopes. It is a small scale, 
secluded landscape with constantly changing views as the pattern of ridges and valleys, 
islands and inlets, is traversed. Lismore translates as ‘Great Garden’, a name which is 
not at variance with the character of the whole area, and which is realised in the fine 
policies of the big houses of the area – Lochnell, Eriska, Airds and Appin, to which 
Castle Stalker on its diminutive island offers a complete contrast.’

A long-inhabited, green oasis 
A small scale, low-lying landscape within a vast highland backdrop 
A landscape strongly orientated northeast-southwest 
The coastline of great variety and diversity 
A strategic location, rich in history 
A place of retreat and seclusion 
Castle Stalker, one of Scotland’s iconic romantic images 

Summary of sensitivity 



High
High-medium

Cumulative effects  

Craggy Upland

Constraints   

Opportunities



Guidance on development 
no scope



Key Map for Jura NSA
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Introduction 

Moorland Plateau 
Coastal Parallel Ridges 
Marginal Farmland Mosaic 

Moorland Plateau Upland Parallel Ridges

Description of the NSA and its special qualities 

‘Jura forms the western visual limit of a large-scale coastal tract which encompasses 
Mid Argyll, but it is the southern part of the island which has outstanding scenic interest. 
The island is made up of quartzite, which usually results in remarkable upland 
landforms and Jura is no exception. The Paps of Jura, all three between 700 and 800 
metres in height, are dominant in views from the mainland and Islay. Their shapely 
cones rise abruptly from rolling moorland, and their summits shimmer with quartzite 
screes. ‘In the opinion of the well-known Scottish writer Alisdair Alpin McGregor, their 
steep-sided elegance can be compared only with the famous Cuillins of Skye’ (Whittow, 
1977). The coastal fringe has dramatic raised beaches and cliff lines on the west side of 
the island, and indented bays and islets on the east shore, with some woodland, both 
semi-natural and planted.’ 

The distinctive Paps of Jura 
Human settlement on the margins of a vast moorland terrain 
A continually varying coast 
Large tracts of wild land 
The raised beaches of the west coast 
An island of deer 
An island close yet remote 
The inaccessible Loch Tarbert 

An island of deer’ An island close yet remote’



Summary of sensitivity 

High
High-medium

Cumulative issues 

Constraints   

Opportunities



Guidance on development 
no scope

very limited



Key Map for Loch na Keal, Isle of Mull NSA
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Introduction 

High
Stepped Basalt

Basalt Lowlands High Tops

Description of the NSA and its special qualities    

Loch na Keal is the principal sea loch on the Atlantic shore of Mull. The outer loch is 
divided into two by the island group of Ulva and Gometra, and the northern water forms 
Loch Tuath. Although the whole forms one island-studded seascape, the component 
parts of Loch Tuath, inner Loch na Keal and outer Loch na Keal have distinctive but 
complementary characters.  

The shoreline of the inner loch is of low relief, the bayhead beach backed by meadow 
and woodland, above which the south slopes sweep uniformly up to the shapely peak of 
Ben More. Eorsa is a green island of the same smooth appearance, but it is the 
innermost of a group of islands in the outer loch of astonishing variety of shape and 
form. The outer loch has a bold and dynamic coastline of cliffs rising in landslipped tiers, 
unmasked by tree growth, but studded with huge boulders. The north shore has a more 
intimate character which develops in Loch Tuath where the shoreline is indented by a 
number of small bays, into which hazel, rowan and alder-lined burns tumble swiftly and 
sometimes, like Eas Forss, fall over small precipices which echo the larger cliffs of the 
south shore. 

The hillsides of Loch Tuath have a mixture of rough grazing and semi-natural woodland 
which contributes to its more intimate and gentle character. Although Loch Tuath has a 
sense of enclosure that contrasts with the bold rugged and wild character of outer Loch 
na Keal, they share views of the same groups of islands, whether the dramatic profiles 
of the basaltic Staffa and Treshnish Isles, or the greener, shelved islands of Ulva, 
Gometra and Little Colonsay, or the innumerable skerries that pepper the whole bight 
with eyecatching shapes.’  

Highly distinctive seaways and shores 
A voyage from enclosed sea loch to the open Atlantic  
Dramatic coast of basalt terraces and cliffs 
Views of an island-studded sea 
Islands and islet groups of astonishingly varied character 
A vast natural world, dwarfing human settlement 



World famous Staffa and Fingal’s Cave 
The horizontal Treshnish Isles 
The instantly recognisable Dutchman’s Cap 

The horizontal Treshnish Isles’ World famous Staffa and 
Fingal’s Cave’ The instantly recognisable Dutchman’s Cap’ ‘Islands and 
islet groups of astonishingly varied character

A
voyage from enclosed sea loch to the open Atlantic’

Summary of sensitivity 

High
High-medium

Cumulative issues 

Constraints   



Opportunities

Guidance on development 
no scope

very limited



Key Map for Kyles of Bute NSA
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Introduction 

Craggy Upland
Steep

Ridgeland and Mountains Bute Open Ridgeland
Craggy Upland

Craggy Upland
Bute Open Ridgeland

Description of NSA and special qualities 

The juxtaposition of the island of Bute to mainland Cowal at the mouth of Loch Ruel 
gives rise to a deeply enclosed passage of the sea through an area of broken and well 
wooded hill country, the whole combining to form a scene of great variety and interest. 
Loch Ruel is markedly tidal with extensive mud flats at its head. The loch shore is 
mantled with mixed woodland and the hillsides are roughly undulating with rock 
outcropping frequently. There are views to northern Bute, which has an undeveloped 
moorland character, with bluffs containing the Kyles. The mainland hills overhang the 
Kyles steeply, and afford striking views of the three arms of water. The rich verdure of 
the banks and the high degree of enclosure confer an appearance of peaceful calm on 
these narrow waters, which underlines their physical beauty.’

The drama of the Kyles 
Verdant woodland on the enclosing hills 
Rocky outcrops punctuating the wooded slopes 
Small fields between the water and the woods 
The juxtaposition of human settlement and a wider undeveloped landscape of 
sea and hills 
A peaceful landscape of constant movement 
The ever-changing vistas 
The gradual transition from land to sea in Loch Ruel 

a peaceful landscape of constant movement’ The gradual 
transition from land to sea in Loch Ruel’

Summary of sensitivity 



High

Cumulative issues 

Steep Ridgeland and Mountains

Steep Ridgeland and Mountains Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor 
Mosaic

Constraints   

Opportunities

Guidance on development 



Steep Ridgeland and Mountains Bute
Open Ridgeland Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic







Scotland’s Scenic Heritage. 

Guide to Best Practice in Seascape Assessment

Wind Energy and the Historic Environment

Landscape Capacity Studies in Scotland

Landscape/seascape carrying capacity for aquaculture

Seascape/landscape assessment of the Firth of Clyde 

Inventory of Designed Landscapes, Argyll and Bute

Managing Change in the Historic Environment: Setting.

Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment

An assessment of the sensitivity and 
capacity of the Scottish seascape in relation to offshore windfarms

Scottish Planning Policy Onshore
Wind – Some Questions Answered

Visual Representation of Wind Farm

The Special Qualities of the National Scenic Areas



Assessing the Cumulative Impacts of Onshore Wind Energy 
Developments

Siting and Designing windfarms in the Landscape

Spatial Planning for Onshore Wind Energy 
Developments – Natural Heritage Considerations

Map of Wild Land Areas Non-Technical
Description of Methodology.

Descriptions of Wild Land Areas

Landscape Character 
Assessment Guidance for England and Scotland – Topic Paper 6: Techniques and Criteria 
for Judging Capacity and Sensitivity. 

Environmental Statements for wind farm developments



Landscape character 

Landscape Character Type 

Landscape sensitivity 

Landscape capacity 

Landscape impacts 

Visual impacts

Cumulative impacts



Rocky Mosaic
Craggy Coasts and Islands



Rocky Mosaic

Upland Forest Mosaic

Craggy Upland

Craggy Upland High Tops

Coastal Plain Basalt Lowland
Rolling Estates with Farmland Open Ridgeland

Rocky Moorland Marginal Farmland Mosaic



Alterations to boundaries/reclassifications of landscape character types 

Rocky Mosaic

Hidden Glens
Rocky Mosaic

Rocky Mosaic
Slate Islands Coastal Parallel Ridges

Craggy
Coast and Islands

Open Parallel Ridges

Moorland Plateau Coastal
Parallel Ridges

Coastal Parallel Ridges
Low Coastal Hills Mull 

of Kintyre Upland Forest Moor Mosaic Rocky Mosaic

Craggy Upland
Steep Ridgeland and 

Mountains Open Ridgeland
Upland Parallel Ridges

Knapdale 
Upland Forest Moor Mosaic 



Loch Fyne Knapdale
Mull of Kintyre

Craggy Upland 
with Settled Glens Craggy Coast and Islands

North Loch Awe Craggy Upland Lorn 
Craggy Upland Mull Craggy Upland

Moorland Plateau
Moorland Plateau with Farmland

Small Island Rocky Moorland Low-lying Rocky 
Moorland Cnoc and Lochan Rocky Moorland

Isle of Bute



Lowland Bog and 
Moor Less Extensive Lowland Bog and Moor

Small Island Marginal Farmland Mosaic

Craggy Coasts 
and Islands

Craggy 
Coast and Islands

Inland Machair and 
Moss







Context

Scale

Landform



Land cover

Built environment 

Perceptual qualities 



Visual amenity 

Landscape values 









the ever-changing patterns of colour, sound and smell’
Long, slow journeys to the sea’, 

‘An island of deer’ 

oak woodlands’ narrow ridges’

‘A clothing of oak woodland’ secret lochans’ 







Steep Ridgeland and Mountains 
Upland Forest Moor Mosaic 
Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic
Knapdale Upland Forest Moor Mosaic Southern Uplands
Craggy Upland



Table A: Analysis of ZTV maps based on operational and consented wind farms
Wind farm Existing

height
Areas of theoretical new visibility associated with 
150m and 200m turbines







  Table B: Viewpoint analysis of increasing size of turbines within operational wind farms 

Craggy Upland Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic



Craggy Upland





extent of 
increased visibility

Hidden Glens








