
Argyll & Bute Council Participate in National Housing Options Event 

During the summer, Argyll & Bute 

Council’s Housing  Service took part in 

a Housing Options Event in Perth. 

Members of the Housing Service team 

made presentations, facilitated      

workshops and also had a stall at the 

event. 

Over 100 delegates attended from 35 

organisations including Shelter       

Scotland, Glasgow Homelessness    

Network, Cyrenians and the Chartered 

Institute of Housing. 

 

The Housing Options approach has been championed by Scottish Government in an 

attempt to meet the 2012 homeless target and says that, ‘every unintentionally 

homeless    household is entitled to permanent housing’. 

 

Argyll & Bute Council are working in partnership with Fife , Dundee , Angus ,   

Clackmananshire  and Perth Councils to deliver effective housing options to the 

public through the Hub model. Argyll & Bute Council have been a Hub member and 

attended regular meetings since the Hub was formed in 2010. In addition to this, the 

Hub is working towards activities which will help to mitigate the effects of welfare 

reform being introduced by the UK government and which will impact on many   

vulnerable households in Argyll & Bute.  

 

The Housing Options approach has contributed to Argyll & Bute Council achieving 

the 2012 homelessness target set by the Scottish Government and has also resulted 

in a 25% reduction in homelessness during 2011/12. Housing Services are dealing 

with more households as advice and assistance cases rose by 7% in 2011/12 but are 

managing to avert homelessness by working in partnership with family mediation, 

housing associations, social work and many more agencies in Argyll & Bute. 

For more information please contact Douglas Whyte at douglas.whyte@argyll-

bute.gov.uk or on 0154 604785 
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‘My Favourite Place’ 

Although the Oban Library Reading Group 

had a break over the summer, it did not 

mean they were inactive – far from it.          

Replacing the normal weekly sessions at 

Oban Library were creative writing         

workshops aimed at supporting the Scottish 

Book Trust’s ‘My Favourite Place’ initiative. 

I am pleased to say that members of the 

group are in the final stages of writing their 

story which has to be about their favourite 

place in Scotland and it can be in any form of     

writing, from postcard to prose, from poetry 

to just waxing lyrical. 

At one of the workshops, the group were 

honoured to be joined by their old friend, 

the Chief Executive of Quebec City Reading 

Council (QCRC), Cathy Nolan. As a result of 

discussions with Cathy, the group are         

considering the possibility of ‘twinning’ with 

QCRC.  

Another group actively involved in the My 

Favourite Place project are members of the 

Discussion Group at Lorn Community     

Learning Centre, where members were     

given help to put their thoughts down on    

paper by LRC staff member Fiona Bona, 

James Watt College staff member Lynn 

McKenzie and Community Learning Adult 

Literacy Development worker Brian Marden. 

Some of the submissions will be printed in a 

book to be published by the Scottish Book 

Trust, while others may be aired on Radio 

Scotland. 

For more information please contact:  

B r i a n  M a r d e n  ( 0 1 6 3 1  5 6 7 9 5 2 )  o r                                   

brian.marden@argyll-bute.gov.uk  

Fiona Bonar (Lorn Resource Centre, 01631 562725)) or 

fiona.bonar@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

or the Scottish Book Trust website, My Favourite Place 

page. 

http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/myfavouriteplace 
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Adult Learning in  

Helensburgh and Lomond 

Over the last year the Helensburgh and    

Lomond Adult Learning Team has run a     

variety of classes including Beginners       

Computing, IT Drop In, REHIS Food           

Hygiene, Work Club Drop In, Confidence 

Building and Exercise for Wellbeing. 

As well as running Computing classes for 

members of the public (at beginners level), 

more specific classes, in partnership with 

the    Carers Project, were also run. The aim 

was to help carers develop their IT skills 

and ultimately reduce isolation and            

increase their knowledge about help,       

advice and generally what was available for 

carers by using the internet.   

Comments from learners in beginners     

classes included: 

‘The course has opened new doors for me’ 

 ‘The course made me take a strong         

interest in computing’ 

 

An IT Drop In was piloted to support         

learners who did not need a full course but 

needed help with occasional IT problems. 

In partnership with the Kirkmicheal Centre 

Users Group, Adult Learning was able to 

provide REHIS Food Hygiene courses,    

helping local people gain a certified       

qualification which could be used either for 

employment or voluntary work.  

mailto:brian.marden@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:fiona.bonar@argyll-bute.gov.uk
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/myfavouriteplace
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In partnership with Adult Literacies, a Work Club Drop In was also established to         

provide practical help in looking for work, including CV preparation, job searches and 

job applications. 

In partnership with Job Centre Plus, a short Confidence Building course was run in 

Helensburgh Job Centre for their clients, who were returning to work after a long          

absence.  All participants wanted to continue with their learning before moving on to     

employment.  Comments included: 

 

“being round people with similar problems makes me feel as if I'm not the only       

person with problems of my own” 

 

The Feel Well Project was funded using a grant from the Public Health Network and  the 

Exercise for Wellbeing course was   developed in partnership with Centre 81,             

Garelochhead.   

 

The aim of the course was to improve mental wellbeing through exercise. Participants 

were referred by partner agencies and the results were extremely positive with those 

completing the course feeling the benefits of regular exercise and also continuing with a 

regular exercise programme.  Centre 81 has also introduced a daytime exercise class as 

a result of this project.   

If you would like more information about Adult Learning opportunities in Helensburgh 

please contact Aileen on 01436 658 740. 
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“Summer Sensations” 2012 

 

“Summer Sensations 2012” was a two-day 

activity programme open to all P6 & P7     

pupils (during the 2011/2012 academic 

year) moving onto Oban High School.  The 

programme supports existing transition 

programmes and offers the opportunity for 

children to get to know each other,             

familiarise themselves with Oban High 

School, try new activities, and build         

confidence before starting high school.   

 

This popular programme is now in its eighth 

year and has once again proven to be “the 

best two days of the summer”, as quoted 

by one happy participant.  

 

“Summer Sensations” was held on Thursday 

August 9th at Atlantis Leisure and Friday    

August 10th at Oban High School, 67        

children from 16 different Primary schools 

attended the transition event.  There were 

28 unique activities in total which reflected 

the wide range offered to ensure there was 

something for everybody.  Activities         

included archery, badminton, dance,      

martial arts, arts & crafts, athletics, football, 

rugby, shinty, hockey, canoeing, softball, 

cooking and many more  The collaborative 

work of a wide range of partners ensured a 

quality and well organised experience was 

had by the children.   

 

The 2-day event is supported by a wide 

range of partners including Active Schools, 

Atlantis Leisure, Education, Community 

Learning, ABC Sports Development            

Officers, Oban Youth Café, Stramash, and 

Woman’s Aid.  Financial support was also 

provided by the Primary and Secondary 

Schools as well as the Oban Rotary Club, 

and MacQueen Bros. Charitable Trust.   

ACTIVE SCHOOLS 

 

Children Embrace Olympic Spirit 

Young people from across    Argyll and Bute 

got into the Olympic spirit this summer and                   

experienced a  range of fun sports and        

activities as part of the Active Schools       

summer holiday programme. 

 

From archery and street dance to athletics, 

the summer holiday programme was           

enjoyed by some  678 young people. The 

mixed weather did little to dampen the     

spirits of the children and the programs    

provided an opportunity for children to mix 

and have fun with children from other 

schools. 

 

Following the success of these summer 

events and the Olympics, the Active Schools 

team will be looking to inspire a generation 

and continue to increase physical activity      

levels .  

 

If you would like to help inspire a generation 

and volunteer with Active Schools please 

contact activeschools@argyll-bute.gov.uk  

Full training and support is provided. 

  

 

mailto:activeschools@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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Rothesay Highland Games 

Pupils at Rothesay Campus  participated in 

the Bute Highland Games held on Saturday 

18th August. Two training/taster sessions 

were held before the event at the school 

with Active Schools Co-ordinator Stuart 

McCabe and ex pupil Craig McPhee.   

 

Craig brought with him his experience in 

the heavies event so the young people 

could get a feel for the 3 events in the      

Junior Heavies category (Shot Putt, Scots 

Hammer & Caber). Stuart did some          

athletics training taking in all 4 distances 

(100,200,600,800metres). In total 18 pupils 

from the school took part on the day of the 

Games and had some success, they were 

pushed all the way with athletic clubs in   

attendance from Inverclyde, Ayrshire and 

Glasgow School of Sport. All had a great 

day especially S5 pupil Jamie McGroarty 

(pictured below) who came away with the 

‘Best Bute Athlete’ trophy for his exploits 

on the track and the heavies events. 

 

This year’s Games had an appropriately 

Olympian theme - the ceremonial          

chieftain’s role was filled by Rhona       

Simpson, who played hockey for Great    

Britain at two Olympic Games and is      

Scotland’s most capped hockey player - as 

well as being an ambassador for the      

Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games and 

the niece of a 

Bute Highland 

G a m e s        

stalwart, the 

late Willie 

Hunter. 

 

Rhona was joined by three special guests, 

all with an Olympic connection - Jane 

Ross, who was named as a stand-by     

player in the Team GB women’s football 

squad for London 2012, and Jenna Speirs 

who carried the Olympic torch on the first 

day of its journey through Scotland in 

June. Both are ex pupils of Rothesay   

Academy. 

 
Be-Active Summer Programme 

As part of the Dunoon Be-Active summer 

programme, a group of eight young      

people headed to Hampden to join in the 

Olympic fun and watch the USA v France 

woman's Olympic football match.  The 

young people and the two youth workers 

accompanying them were not diehard 

football fans but went along to experience 

the Olympics first hand.  

After about half an hour they realised that 

the team they were shouting for was not 

the team they had decided to support! 

Much to the confusion of those around 

them they switched their allegiance mid 

match, which only added to the fun.       

Although the football and team colours 

may have been a bit confusing, the group 

had a fantastic trip and one of the         

highlights of the summer.  One to tell the 

grandchildren in years to come - “I went 

to the 2012 Olympics!” 

Continued across the page…. 
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The Be-Active summer programme is a 

partnership between the Council’s Youth 

Services and Dunoon and Cowal Youth 

Project.  Over the school holidays, they 

work with groups to identify and plan trips 

and activities. This year’s programme 

started with a visit to Laser Quest in 

Gourock and finished with a trip to M&Ds 

in Strathclyde Park. Other trips include 10 

pin bowling in Largs, swimming, ice-

skating, Braehead shopping centre,        

cinema, cycling at Millport and Loch        

Lomond aquarium. The picture above 

shows some of the girls from the group 

who braved one of the scariest rides in 

M&Ds.  Well done to the members of the 

group brave enough to go on the roller-

coaster -CLD Youth Worker Alan            

Robertson, who worked alongside the 

young people to organise the trip, is not in 

the picture as someone had to hold the 

coats! 

Hitting the High Seas! 

During the summer two young people from 

Dunoon headed to Oban to join up with 

eight other young people and set sail with 

the Ocean Youth Trust Scotland for a five 

day trip around Mull and the surrounding 

area.  

The boat they joined was the Alba           

Endeavour  which is a “Challenge 72’ with 

a Bermudan Sloop rig. She’s a fast boat that 

performs well in races and her sturdy     

construction makes her ideal for                

expeditions overseas. Her very distinctive 

huge yellow sails can be seen from a long 

way off as the mast is 85 feet high! 

The project was a 

partnership with 

COSLA, Ocean 

Y o u t h  T r u s t        

S c o t l a n d  a n d 

Young Scot. The 

b o y s  w e r e          

supported locally 

by Youth Services 

Argyll and Bute 

Council as part of their Activity         

Agreement. 

 

What the Boys Thought…. 

Where did you Visit – “Tobermory, Isle 

of Mull (Balamory), Kerrera, Lochbuie and 

Fingal's Cave”. 

What did you enjoy – “Anchor watch and 

watching the GPS. Meeting new people 

and making new friends. Steering the 

boat. All of it, It was really good“. 

What the youth worker thought….. 

Youth Services team member Alan       

Robertson was amazed at the difference 

the experience made to the boys – “On 

the way up to Oban on the Monday the 

boys were quiet and apprehensive. On 

the way back on the Friday they were 

buzzing with excitement and spoke non-

stop about their trip. The change in them 

was amaz-

ing, even 

weeks later 

you could 

still see their 

newly found 

confidence 

s h i n i n g 

through.” 
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People Making Waves 

As part of the People Making Waves project 

(the Scottish component of the Olympic 

Legacy Trust UK) Lochgilphead  Wave of 

Change delivered  sessions during May and 

June that engaged directly with young    

people from Argyll College and              

Lochgilphead primary school. 

A Scottish Wave of Change, led by Gerry 

Hassan, is using the Olympic values to       

inspire people to engage in a debate about 

the future of Scotland, with Lochgilphead 

looking at its dreams and aspirations for the 

future through art.   

Jack Button who is involved with Youth      

Services through an Activity Agreement, 

spent eight weeks filming the process and 

then produced a three minute film which 

was shown at the final exhibition at the 

Dochas Centre. 

Jack, who is 16,  spent time with artist        

Lesley Burr, the students and young people; 

going with them on trips round                

Lochgilphead to look at buildings, filming 

the clay making and finished products      

before editing it into a three minute film 

with music with support from Roanna Clark.  

Jack hopes to go to college to study film 

making and feels the experience has 

helped him gain valuable skills and         

confidence as well as to realize this is     

something he really enjoys.   

 

Young People get trained up! 

Eleven young people from Oban and Mid 

Argyll recently took part in a residential 

where they were joined by young         

grant-makers from the East end of          

Glasgow. Staying at the Bridgend Hostel 

(part of the Callander Youth Hub Project) 

young people from Glasgow shared tips 

and advice about setting up and running 

successful Youthbanks.  

The Glasgow Youthbanks are supported 

by Linda McGlynn and she brought the 

young people along to the networking 

weekend. Linda said “Glasgow East 

Youthbanks have been running for 7 years 

and now have a grant pot of £40,000 cov-

ering the North East of Glasgow. Our 

main supporters are Glasgow Housing 

Association, Community Planning and 

Health promotion.” 

 Youthbanks are a great opportunity for 

young people to learn valuable skills 

whilst being able to support worthwhile 

local causes.     

The Argyll young people also took part in 

“Youth Involvement training” workshops 

(facilitated by Scott Douglas and Roanna 

Clark from Youth Services). This is part of 

an accredited training programme          

provided by Youth Scotland which aims to 

support young people to take on            

leadership roles in their local                  

communities.  

Continued over the page….. 
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The weekend was organised by Scott 

Douglas (Oban-based CLD Youth Worker) 

who said,  

“The young people mixed well and it was 

very useful finding out more about how 

successful the Glasgow  Youthbanks have 

been in bringing in funds for their grant 

pots. Young people from Argyll have       

recently undertaken Young grant-maker 

training and the next step for them is to 

try to match Glasgow’s success in            

securing money for their youthbanks.”  

 

Young People’s campaign for  

improvements to Soroba football  

pitches gaining momentum! 

 

Eight young people from Oban’s North    

Argyll Youth Forum recently completed a 

door to door survey asking residents of the 

Soroba estate in Oban their opinion about 

proposed improvements to the    local play 

area / football pitch. The young people 

were accompanied on the door to door    

survey by two volunteer members of the 

Soroba Community Enterprise Board along 

with Laura MacDonald (Community          

Development Worker) and Scott Douglas of 

Youth Services.  

After going round all the doors, the        

results have now been compiled and the 

results were presented by youth forum       

members at a recent Rotary Club of Oban 

lunch and at a public meeting organised 

by ACHA which was held in Soroba. The 

Rotary Club have   offered £10,000 to be 

used to help  improve the pitch subject to 

a few  conditions – one being that the     

local community support the idea. As the 

survey shows that 95% of the 178       

households surveyed do support the 

idea, it looks like the project is one step 

closer to taking place.  

At the public meeting, Youth Forum 

member Billy Pearson was commended 

for the forum’s efforts which ACHA chief 

executive described as “inspirational”  

The survey also asked people what else 

Soroba need and the collated responses 

may prove helpful in the community’s     

efforts to secure funds for a proposed 

new community centre in Soroba.    
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16+ Learning Choices on Tiree 

Tiree’s first 16+ Learning Choices event 

took place on 31 May at the An Talla       

community hall in Crossapol, Tiree.  I am 

pleased to say that forty-six young people 

attended to find out about training and     

further education opportunities available 

when they leave school. They also            

discussed issues young people face      

growing up on Tiree and living in rural and 

remote communities. 

Argyll and Bute Council’s Lead Councillor 

for Education and Lifelong Learning, Cllr 

Michael Breslin said, “This event           

highlighted the opportunities available to 

young people including the possibility of 

furthering their education whilst              

remaining on Tiree.” 

 Technology allows us to study and work 

from almost anywhere in the world and 

courses provided by Argyll College and 

the University of Highlands and Islands and 

other learning providers are becoming 

more and more accessible.  

Distance learning will allow rural, remote 

and island communities to retain their 

young people whilst still allowing them to 

access and participate in lifelong learning. 

 

“Thank you to everyone who travelled 

over to Tiree for the event. We realise it is 

a long journey and very much appreciate 

everyone’s input and effort.” 

 

Representatives from Sabhal Mor Ostaig, 

Project Trust, Argyll College, The Oban 

Times, Skills Development Scotland, Argyll 

and Bute Council and Scottish Power        

Renewables were all in attendance. 

 

  

The event provided a series of workshops 

where the young people learned about 

writing CVs, skills development,               

engineering and teamwork. Ralf Thornton 

from Scottish Power Renewables spoke 

about careers in renewables, and Lisa    

Moyes, from Sabhal Mor Ostaig, discussed 

the opportunities available within the   

Gaelic sector in Scotland.   

Exam Results 

A big congratulations go to all secondary 

school pupils across the area for their      

recent exam result success! 

Cleland Sneddon, Executive Director of 

Community Services said, 

“ I am extremely proud of all the hard 

work pupils and teachers have put in to 

achieve such fantastic results!”. 

 

Barcaldine Pupil Designs  

Olympic Pancake  

Eilidh Munro, P7 from Barcaldine Primary 

School, recently won a competition run by 

the Pancake Place to design an Olympic 

Pancake. Her winning design incorporated 

the Olympic Logo and involved using      

caramel, whipped cream, red/blue      

smarties and white chocolate drops 

(sounds delicious!!!). 

  

The prize was 

that the whole 

school were 

invited to the 

Pancake Place 

for lunch.  

  

 

  
  
 

EDUCATION 
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Guests began to arrive soon after 6.30pm 

and the evening's entertainment, with Katy 

Crossan as Master of Ceremonies kicked off 

with a song from four year old Donald      

MacCormick. There were then solos from 

Katie, Ealasaid and Shona followed by a    

couple of demonstration dances from the 

whole school. The entertainment continued 

with various guest performers singing songs, 

playing music and telling stories. Outside the 

marquee, younger children were able to 

have their faces painted by Christina Cass 

and Jayne Layton or have a go on the bouncy 

castle. 

 

A huge buffet was then provided in the 

school for all guests by Hazel MacCormick 

and Laura Cook. Diners were able to choose 

from a variety of curries and lasagne, salads, 

salmon and cold meats. There was also      

barbecue food expertly cooked by John 

MacCormick and Robbie Cook. Delicious 

puddings followed, all made by Fay           

Carmichael, ranging from meringues to 

chocolate cups and from trifle to banoffee 

pie. To round off the meal, there was coffee 

and tea, before the entertainment continued. 

In between the different acts and dances, Jim 

MacCormick organised both children and 

adult coin throwing games and there was a 

chance to win £20 of hidden treasure. 

 

The raffle (organised by Katy Crossan) was 

drawn with dozens of prizes donated by 

many local businesses. Each member of the 

audience waited in anticipation to hear 

whether they were a lucky winner! After a 

particularly energetic "Strip the Willow", the 

evening drew to a close at midnight to the 

strains of Auld Lang Syne. Although a final 

figure is not yet available the grand total is 

expected to be in the region of £1300! 

 

The Parent Council deserve a huge thank 

you for all their hard work before, during 

and after the event. However, a particular 

thank you must go to Laura, Hazel and Fay for 

the delicious food. The evening was             

extremely enjoyable and an enormous      

success – great food, great company and 

great entertainment! 

Lismore Parent Council  

Family Ceilidh  

Saturday, 11th August dawned as another 

gloriously hot and sunny day on Lismore 

– perfect weather for the eagerly awaited 

Primary School Parent Council Ceilidh. 

This was an opportunity for members of 

the Lismore community and visitors of all 

ages to get together for some fun and 

food in order to raise funds for the island's 

children and the school. 

 

The Parent Council is very supportive of 

all the children on the island but in        

particular those attending the Primary 

School. It organises a number of annual 

events for the children and also             

contributes to school activities buying    

resources and funding field trips. This 

year, the major project will be the         

purchase of a new "Jumbolander Climb-

ing Frame" for the school and for all      

children living on or visiting the island. 

 

For weeks, the Parent Council has been 

busy organising the event – collecting    

raffle prizes and selling raffle tickets; 

planning menus and cooking delicious 

dishes; booking a bouncy castle and      

arranging entertainment for both the 

adults and the children. With the evening 

fast approaching, a marquee was erected 

in the playground, classrooms were     

decorated with tablecloths and flowers 

and the kitchen was a hive of activity. 

Nearly a hundred tickets were sold with 

friends and relations coming from both on 

and off the island. 
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Tobermory High School— 

Edinburgh Festival 

Fourteen musicians and Carnegie        

Shadowers from S1-S4 in Tobermory High 

School spent two days at the Edinburgh 

Festival. The musicians played on stage in 

Princes Street Gardens as part of ‘A      

Scottish Fantasia’, a celebration of Scottish     

musical talent, as well as busking on      

Princes Street and at the Scott Monument. 

  

Everyone went to the Book Festival to be 

inspired by Oscar-winning illustrator 

Shaun Tan talking about drawing. The Car-

negie Shadowers also met Scottish Book 

Award-nominated Elizabeth Wein, and 

talked to her about flying to Glenforsa. 

  
After watching buskers and street artists 
on The Mound, the group ended their visit 
at the Edinburgh Tattoo.  

 

Tobermory Primary— 

Trip to the Antonine Wall 

To celebrate their interdisciplinary      

learning project on the Romans, P3 and P4 

went on a class trip to Callendar House 

and Rough Castle in Falkirk on 28 June.   

 

At Callendar House pupils worked as a 

team to make their own Antonine Wall 

showing great co-operative work. There 

was also a ‘guess what this was’ game 

where, based on pupils prior learning, 

they had to guess what broken pieces of 

pottery had been used for and I’m pleased 

to report that the pupils were great at this. 

 

Continued over the page…...  

A New Garden for Glassary Primary  

The two pictures, one above and one below 

show Glassary Primary School Garden and 

were taken 5 months apart.   One photo was 

taken in March 2012 and the other in August 

2012. 

The school worked with local gardeners, 

Christophe and Lizzie Lefebvre to make a 

community garden and to grow vegetables 

as part of their work towards getting an Eco 

Schools Green Flag.  The garden made use 

of a piece of waste land made available by 

the local Community Council. The children 

have been highly involved in the work of the 

garden both clearing the land and planting 

and tending flowers and vegetables and the     

improvements were part funded by a grant 

from the Lachlan Miller Trust.   

 

The result if a stunning outdoor seating area 

which is used by both the school and the 

community and a huge harvest of potatoes, 

leeks, courgettes, blackcurrants, lettuce,     

cucumbers, peas, beans and rhubarb.  The 

school and community are very grateful to 

Christophe and Lizzie for all their hard work 

and I’m sure you will agree they have all 

done a fantastic job!! 
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Parklands Raises Money for  

MacMillan Cancer Support 

Parklands recently presented a cheque to 

MacMillan Cancer Support  for £400 which 

was raised by having monthly Bake-Offs 

through which donations were made for 

home baked cakes and biscuits brought in 

by nominated staff on a rotational basis. 

 

Parklands Coffee Morning 

I am pleased to say that Parklands Coffee 

Morning on Sat 8th September in St         

Andrews Kirk Hall was a great success 

with many members of community        

popping in for a   coffee and a chat.  There 

were interesting stalls with crafters selling 

their wares, a lovely selection of home 

baking and a great raffle prize draw.  

Many thanks to The Buffet Shop in      

Helensburgh and Ardardan Estate in 

Cardross for their lovely donations and 

thanks also to everyone involved for their 

time and effort. 

Pupils then took   

helmets and shields 

a n d  m a r c h e d ,        

Roman style, up to 

the Antonine Wall 

where they formed 

a tortoise with their 

shields and Mrs 

Carmichael and Mr 

Gawthrope had to 

attack the pupils 

with missiles (foam 

balls). However 

their tortoise was so tight that none got 

through. 

  

At Rough Castle the pupils could really see 

the wall and its deep ditches. They also saw 

some lilia pits which were used by the       

Romans for trapping invaders. They all had 

a wonderful day, and it was a great way of 

reminding the pupils how important the     

Romans were to our history. 

Mrs Carmichael, Teacher P3/4 

 

Some of the comments from the day: 

 

“At Callander Park I liked getting dressed 

up as a Roman soldier and using our 

shields to make a tortoise. It was really 

cool seeing the ditch and lilia at Rough 

Castle because it was amazing thinking 

about how the Romans had made them”. 

James Peacock, P4 

 

“I really enjoyed sword fighting at Rough 

Castle.”   

 Bobby Gunn, P4 
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Dr Norman Alm, one of the Directors of   

CIRCA Connect and Honorary Research 

Fellow at University of Dundee, said:  

 

“At Dundee and St Andrews Universities 

researchers from the fields of Psychology, 

Design and Software Engineering all      

participated in developing this system.  

We have worked on a number of               

prototypes over the years.  The excellent 

results from the CIRCA system have been 

really encouraging.  With the backing of 

companies like Scottish Sea Farms we will 

be able to see this system help people with 

dementia in homes like Eadar Glinn.” 

 

Mary Gardiner from Eadar Glinn               

Residential Home said:  

“The CIRCA system helps people who 

have short-term memory impairment to 

draw on their past experiences as it acts as 

a memory prompt where they are assisted 

to reminisce in a happy and relaxed               

atmosphere with their loved ones or care 

staff.  

 

The donation from Scottish Sea Farms has 

meant an improvement in the quality of 

life for people at Eadar Glinn who have        

short-term memory loss, they are able to 

use CIRCA to help unlock past memory.  It 

is very satisfying to watch the residents, 

their families and staff engage with CIRCA 

and enjoy conversations and past experi-

ences.” 

Eadar Glinn Residential Home  -  

Amazing new technology 

I am delighted to report that a new system 

of memory stimulation for older people 

with dementia has been  developed by two 

Scottish Universities and is set to bring a 

better quality of life to the growing number 

of people with dementia across the UK.   

 

One of the very first of these systems has 

been funded by a grant of £4,500 from the 

Scottish Sea Farms Heart of the Community 

Trust.  The CIRCA system (Computer       

I n t e r a c t i v e  R e m i n i s c e n c e  a n d                  

Conversation Aid) has now been installed 

in the Eadar Glinn Residential Home in 

Oban. 

 

Dundee and St Andrews Universities have 

been developing CIRCA and similar       

systems for 12 years and  CIRCA provides 

a reminiscence experience with interactive 

media accessed via touch screen           

technology.  It has been proven to           

dramatically increase the ability of         

people with dementia to once again enjoy 

communicating with family and carers. 

 

Eader Glinn in Oban is now using one of 

the first CIRCA systems to be installed in 

Scotland. 

ADULT CARE 
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Colin said:  

“I liked learning about the butterflies, 

birds, flowers, heather and the pond. I can 

now take black and white photos on my 

phone.” 

Catriona Gorrie, one of the day centre        

officers added:  

“The pleasure on people’s faces while out 

and about in the wood was outstanding. 

Lorne spent individual time with everyone 

to help them with their cameras and this 

helped their enthusiasm and confidence 

greatly. I found it inspiring, informative 

and tremendous fun.” 

The day finished with a resounding re-

quest to do it again soon. Lorne said: “It 

makes the workshop even more worth-

while when you hear the feedback that 

people gave – they were a lovely group.” 

Fun and photos at Taynish 

 

An ancient oak 

woodland on the 

shores of a sea 

loch in Argyll 

w a s  t h e             

inspiration for a 

group from the 

Resource Centre 

in Lochgilphead, 

when they took 

part in a photog-

raphy workshop 

hosted by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH). 

The 10 adults had a day out with their     

cameras at Taynish national nature reserve 

near Tayvallich on Friday 24th August after 

a slideshow and talk by Lorne Gill, SNH’s 

photographer. 

As soon as the group arrived at the nature 

reserve, the cameras were out and the 

snapping began. Lorne encouraged them 

to look at things from different angles and 

take notice of the patterns, textures and 

colours of their surroundings. Capturing 

images of plants, trees, lichens, bark and 

water, the group hope to include their     

pictures in a fund-raising venture at the 

centre later in the year.  

The Resource Centre provides a day care 

support service for adults with learning dif-

ficulties and/or physical disabilities. 

Some members of the group were already 

familiar with SNH and the local staff. Flora, 

Iain, Campbell and Colin all work with the 

Argyll Assisted Employment Team, run by 

Argyll and Bute Council, which is            

contracted to keep the grounds of the SNH 

office in Lochgilphead looking tidy. Colin 

is also a volunteer on the Argyll national 

nature reserves, working with the site 

management team on a range of practical 

wildlife projects. He was able to show his 

colleagues from the centre some of the 

work he has been involved in at Taynish 

Mill, which is being restored at the          

moment. 

If you have a good news story that you would 

like to be included within the   

Community Services Newsletter, please 

contact Helen Thornton on the details below; 

Helen Thornton 

Executive Support Officer 

Community Services 

Tel: 01546 604127 

Email: helen.thornton@argyll-bute.gov.uk 


