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One very special night in Oban Library - 

December 13th 2011 
 

 
Performing Skint! 

from left to right 

are Valerie (playing 
„May‟ ), Maureen 

(‟ Dani‟ ), Mairi („Kim‟ ) 

and Emma who played 

„Angie‟ . Out  of shot 

was Dorothy 

MacDonald who 
played „Carly‟ . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The    Oban    Library    Reading    Group 

performed our interpretation of Skint! 

live for the first time in Oban on Decem- 

ber 13th at Oban Library. Performing live 

was  also  a  first  for  the  participants, 

which was regarded a massive success. 

Despite the horrendous weather 

conditions, there were 25 people present, 

including two elected members. 
 

Although feedback is still coming in, 

Maureen Mair, one of the Volunteer tutor 

performers  summed up  the  mood  when 

she said “Tonight was the culmination of 

weeks of hard work for our learners. 

Tonight they did us proud. What was 

unimaginable a few months ago became a 
triumph for them  tonight.” 

 

Skint! was commissioned by the Scottish 

Government   as   a   real   life   financial 

capability resource; a point not lost on 

Valerie Weight  who said:  “It gets people 

to realise what  debt  can  do  to  people‟ s 

lives and what a headache it can be when 

debt   collectors  come  calling  at  your 

door.” 

 

Interest was widespread, with the 

Scottish Book Trust aware of what we 

were doing, and the Oban Times putting 

in a welcome appearance. There were a 
lot  of „first  night nerves‟ ,  but the 

reception was tremendous and we have 

already been asked to stage Skint! again 

in the future. 
 

For  more  photographs  of  the  event, 

which  (intentionally) coincided with  the „6 

Book Challenge‟  presentation, see inside. 



Skint! - More pictures 
 

 

 
 

 

Top: „Carly‟  struggling with  her conscience, while „Kim‟  and 

„Angie‟  look on. 
 

Left: „May‟  and „Dani‟  in conversation about the rate of 

interest. 
 

Below: The  team filming  „Ending 3‟ , the most popular of 

the endings. 
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Four new Tutors complete ITALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Four new volunteer 

t u t o r s — D o n a l d 

Fraser, Marian Eydmann, Fiona Capper and 

Jane Paterson—successfully completed the 

latest ITALL training course on 7th 

December. The course started way back in 

October  and  is  mainly  a  hands  on 

experiential approach to learning. It doesn't 

claim to turn people into neuro-scientists. 

But does offer the basic skills and confi- 

dence required to start tutoring with adult 

literacy  learners—although, unusually,  two 

of the tutors were already working with 

learners at the outset! 

ITALL is recognized nationally as being the 

„base  line‟  of tutor training in Scotland, and 

forms the first in a three stage 

developmental learning route. 
 

ITALL is run at least once a year in Oban — 

including invitations for local partner or- 

ganisations —in order to continually refresh 

the volunteer tutor base from which we are 

able to provide a first class service for 

literacy learners. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We  sometimes  need 

to  remind  ourselves 

that nearly 1 in 4 adults in Scotland still 

struggle  with  some  everyday  reading, 

writing  or  number  skills.  Because  of  the 

rural nature of Argyll and Bute, we have 

traditionally supported literacy learners 

through the use of volunteer tutors to 

maximize our learning opportunities. 
 

In addition to ITALL, there is an array of 

other training opportunities for local tutors. 
There  is   also    an   annual   „Celebration   of 

Learning‟  in Inveraray. 
 

Above: receiving their certificates from 

Councillor Roddy McCuish: left to right— 

Donald Fraser,  Marian  Eydmann, Fiona 
Capper  and   Jane  Paterson,  who  „beat  the 

camera‟ ! 
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The 6 Book Challenge 2011 
 

 

This time Councillor Louise Glen-Lee was pressed 

into action to award certificates and a £20 book 

token to, from left to right: Mairi Scott, Valerie 

Weight, Emma MacDougal, Councillor Glen-Lee and 

Library Development worker Kevin Baker. 
 
 

The Oban Library Readers 

Group  and  the  6  Book 

Challenge are now almost 

synonymous with one another. 

There  are  a  variety  of 

partners involved in supporting 

reluctant or emergent readers 

to pick up a book—often for 

the very first time. Without 

the support of one of those 

partners - Argyll and Bute 

Library Service, none of this 

would be possible. 
 

Although the Oban Reading Groups, in various guises, have been in existence for nearly 

three years, 2011 is the second time they have entered the Challenge, with the sixth book, 

being Skint! Traditionally, readers have to evidence they have read a book by keeping a 

„Reading  Diary‟ ;  writing  a  sentence or two  about what  they liked  or didn't  like  about a 

particular book. 
 

 
 

Well this year, the evidence was a little more, err, in your face! Instead of a sentence or 

two, there were weeks of practice in order to perform Skint! live. We knew from a previous 
activity (A  murder mystery evening   called „Death  by  Chocolate‟ )  that the group  enjoyed 

acting out and playing different parts, but this was something far more challenging than 

anything we have previously attempted.. 
 
 
 

There are also  additional benefits,  as  research shows   „repeated  reading‟   as  one  way  of 

improving both reading speed and comprehension. The problem is, it can be hellish boring. 

So, what better way than by rehearsing a script—and performing it! 
 

For more information about how you can become part of the Reading Groups, or for  how 

adults can access support with reading, writing or number skills: 
 

contact Brian on  01631 567952 


