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Sport Development – Football 

Cardross Primary School from Helensburgh joined the stars at the Tesco Bank 

Football Festival where a lucky group of 10 children and 2 teachers got to spend 

the day playing football at Scotland‘s national stadium, Hampden.   

 

A host of Scottish football stars joined 300 children from primary schools across 

the country for the Tesco Bank Football Challenge National Festival. Held at our 

national stadium, Hampden, a lucky group of 10 children and 2 adults from 

Cardross Primary School in Helensburgh attended the event. The fun-filled day 

of football, fitness and excitement is the culmination of a season long                

programme of activity which was run in local schools in Dunoon and                 

Helensburgh by the council‘s Football development Officer, Martin Rae.  

 

 The Tesco Bank Football Challenge is a four-year community programme, in 

partnership with the Scottish FA, which has been running in primary schools 

across Scotland over the last year. The programme introduces football to          

Primary 2 and Primary 3 boys and girls (six to eight years old) and aims to get 

them engaged in a healthy and active lifestyle from a young age.  

 

Scotland national coach Craig Levein joined James McArthur (Scotland and     

Wigan Athletic), Gregg Wylde (Rangers and Scotland Under-21) and Suzanne 

Grant (Scotland and Celtic) to support the event. 
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Football Development in Coll 

Martin Rae, Football Development Officer, 

enjoyed a wonderful 3 day stint of Football 

Development on the island Coll recently. 

The weekend trip was organised through 

the local school, local kids club and the 

adult volunteer coaches on the Island. 

The weekend started with a visit to the    

local primary school on the Friday      

morning to take pupils from Pre School to 

P7 for a full day of football sessions.  

 

The day continued with a personal          

development course for the adult coaches 

on the island based on the SFA creative 

player, where the coaches were put 

through the newest coaching techniques & 

good practice. 

 

On the Saturday and Sunday the children 

of the island were again put through their 

paces with sessions for their own personal 

development and to see what they were 

taught put into practice with a group of 

children. 

 

Also over the weekend a session was put 

on for the adult football team in the village, 

again to give them more ideas on the type 

of practices/drills that are suitable for an 

adult player. 

 

Overall a fantastic weekend was had by 

all. 
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South of Scotland Shinty  

U-14 Residential Camp Success 

Budding young shinty players from across 

the South of Scotland were given the         

opportunity of a two day residential camp 

held in Oban over the first week of the    

summer holidays.  The Camp also acted as 

part of the selection process for this years 

South of Scotland U14 Select team that will 

face their North opponents in October this 

year. 

The thirty-six 11 – 14 year olds who          

represented the 13 clubs that nominated 

them to attend the camp were given two 

days of intense shinty coaching which       

included various skill and positional      

workshops, fitness and conditioning         

sessions, 6-a-side games and some match 

analysis with Fraser Inglis.  The camp      

concluded with all the players getting a 

chance to take part in 12-a-side matches at 

Mossfield Stadium and with two squads    

taking on an Oban Camanachd U16 team. 

Argyll and Bute Shinty Development Officer 

and Event Organiser Darren Reid said , 

―We developed this initiative in the hope to 

meet three objectives; firstly to give     

players the in this age category the chance 

to progress and develop further as            

individual players, secondly to help 

strengthen the area squad and thirdly to 

give the players an enjoyable experience 

and a chance to mix with shinty players of 

a similar age from across the region.  

Thanks to the work of the coaches and   

everyone involved in camp. I hope every-

one who attended can take something 

positive away from it back to their            

i n d i v i d u a l  c l u b s . ‖ 
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 South of Scotland Primary Schools 

 6-a-side Shinty Championships 2011 

 
The 2011 South of Scotland Primary 6-a-

side Championships saw a healthy         

entrance of 29 Primary School teams from 

across the South of Scotland taking part in 

the Primary 7 and Under and Primary 5 

and Under Competitions held at Taynuilt 

– this was an additional 6 teams taking to 

the field from the 2010 event. 

The wet weather failed to dampen the     

enthusiasm for the event from the 220 

plus young players along with their     

travelling coaches, parents and            

supporters a-like as they still made it an 

exciting day of shinty as teams from right 

across the South of Scotland challenged 

themselves against their Primary School 

counterparts. 

The P5 and under competition saw     

Rockfield Rovers reach the semi-finals, 

who managed to edge out the early       

favourites from the Glasgow Gaelic 

School and the youngsters from Kyles had 

a 3 – 0 semi-final win over Park Sparkies.  

 In a final where both young Argyll teams 

showed exceptional skill to produce a 

very entertaining game in the wet         

conditions it was Kyles that emulated the 

form of their senior team this season and 

ran out 2 – 0 winners against the Rockfield 

team that showed a great attitude right to 

the final whistle.  Kyles also had further 

reason to celebrate as their talented 

youngster Murdo MacRae was awarded 

the Player of the Tournament. 

 

JULY 2011 

In the P7 and Under competition from the 

outset it was clear to see how close the     

competition was going to be as a number of 

teams looked strong and the majority of the 

games were extremely close and hard 

fought.  Oban‘s Park, St Columba‘s and 

Achadh na Creige teams won through to the 

semi-finals and were joined by Ballachulish‘s 

P7 team who had many players who won the 

P5 competition 2 years ago and looked 

strong contenders.   

As predicted the competition was extremely 

close and this was evident in the semi-finals 

as Ballachulish managed to hold onto an 

early goal to edge past Rockfield‘s Achnadh 

na Creige team and St Columba‘s needed a 

golden goal in extra-time to beat a lively 

Park team after the game finished 1 – 1. 

Ballachulish faced St Columba‘s in the final 

and in a game that ebbed and flowed one 

way then the other, the teams could not be 

separated during normal time and just as it 

looked like it would go all the way to          

penalties as was the closeness of the game St 

Columba‘s pulled off their second golden 

goal of the day to win the competition.  It was 

Park player Alexander Kilmurry who caught 

the eye of the referees and on-lookers who 

decided on the player of the tournament for 

the competition to pick up the prize for a 

skilful display of shinty throughout the day. 

Darren Reid Argyll and Bute Shinty             

Development Officer said , 

―The sixes is always a great day for Youth 

Shinty in the area and I am delighted to see 

the competition grow with more teams     

entering.  I very much appreciate the spirit 

of the players and coaches for braving the 

elements to produce a fantastic day of 

shinty.  The volunteer base that makes 

events like this happen is invaluable for the 

sport in the area and I cannot thank enough 

all the helpers from Oban Camanachd, 

Oban Celtic, Taynuilt and Glenorchy shinty 

clubs as well as the MacAulay Association 

that made the day a success.” 
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West Coast Warrior Challenge—Anthony 

Nolan 

Are you up for it?  

The West Coast Warrior challenge is a 12 

hour gym triathlon, in aid of Anthony Nolan. 

The challenge is carried out in teams of 2. It 

consists of 4 hours treadmill running, 4 

hours cycling and 4 hours    rowing.  

The event is taking place on Saturday 24th 

September 2011 in the following locations: 

Mid Argyll Sports Centre, Lochgil-

phead, Argyll 

Aqualibrium, Campbeltown. 

Energie Fitness Club, Oban, Argyll 

It‘s a battle to see who the best in the west 

is!  

The 12 hour challenge will be divided into 

three continuous blocks of 4 hours. One 

member of the team must be exercising at 

any one time and the exercise time must be 

split equally. During the rowing section 

teams will swap every 15minutes, then 

every 30 minutes during the running and 

cycling sections. 

 

Registration and Sponsorship  

£20 per team registration fee is required to 

secure your place on the challenge, Once 

registered we ask that each team raise a 

minimum of £200 sponsorship money. 

 

Registration is carried out online through 

Entry Central.com.  Further event              

information will then be sent out to each 

successful team with a sponsorship pack. 

 

Spaces are limited with 12 teams in Oban, 

12 teams in Lochgilphead and 6 teams in 

Campbeltown. Any further information 

available from 

Email westcoastwarrior@hotmail.co.uk 

COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWSLETTER 

Children’s Multi Sport Camps  

Summer 2011 

Once again Mid Argyll Sport Centre excelled 

in providing two successful Multi-Sport Camps 

for children during the summer holidays.     

During the weekly camps children have  en-

joyed   taking part in a wide range of sports 

and team building games aimed at providing 

fundamental skills, basic movement and most 

of all..FUN! 

 

 The children were given the chance to       

participate and try out activities and sports to 

develop their sporting skills, confidence, self 

esteem and fitness, particular favorites were 

the trampoline coaching sessions, extreme 

dodge ball and the variety of group team 

building games. 

 

The coaches were particularly impressed at 

the high level of skill and fitness of the         

children on the courses and the marked        

improvement at the end of the week. 

 

Children’s Comments: cool! awesome! So 

much fun…can’t wait for next camp 

Parents Comments: fantastic opportunity for 

getting children involved in sport..slept like a 

l o g ,  b r i l l i a n t ! 

 

The next Multi Sports 

Camps will be held during 

the October holidays, 

please contact Mid Argyll 

Sport Centre on 01546 

6 0 3 2 2 8  f o r  m o r e              

information. 

 

mailto:westcoastwarrior@hotmail.co.uk
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Pre 5 and Primary Joint Campus Project 

Plans for a flagship school building project 

in Argyll and Bute will take a significant 

step forward in the coming month. On      

August 1, the 12 week pre-application     

consultation (PAC) will kick off for the      

proposed primary joint campus serving the 

Dunoon and Kirn area, signaling the start of 

the statutory planning process.  

The proposal involves incorporating the 

area‘s three primary schools—Dunoon, 

Kirm and St Mun‘s—and associated         

nurseries into one new build primary    

campus under the Scottish Government‘s 

‗Scotland‘s Schools for the Future‘             

programme.  

The outline business case for the project, 

which recommended the current Kirn       

Primary School site as the preferred           

location for the new campus, was approved 

in February of this year.  

Argyll and Bute Council is now launching its 

first part of its bid to secure planning       

permission for the project. PAC is a       

statutory process which an applicant is 

obliged to go through in advance of         

submitting any formal planning bid for a 

development of ‗national‘ or ‗major‘            

significance.  

During the 12 week period, the council will 

carry out a programme of consultation with 

communities and other stakeholders. This is 

in addition to the statutory planning        

consultation period which will take place 

once the formal application has been      

submitted to planners. 

At some stage in the future, the council will 

also undertake a separate education       

consultation process in respect of the        

development of the schools, which will seek 

people‘s views on the educational  aspects 

of the proposal.   

 

EDUCATION 

Island primary play to Royal Audience 

Luing Primary‘s ukulele orchestra were 

invited to  play for HRH The Princess Royal 

when she visited Oban on July 12 as part of 

the Oban 200 celebrations. 

 

The school‘s ukulele orchestra, ‗Ukulele-

Luing‘, has already performed at a variety 

of concerts and charity events but never in 

front of a royal audience. 

 

However, one of HRH The Princess Royal‘s 

favourite bands is known to be the Ukulele 

Orchestra of Great Britain. 

 

Luing head teacher Stephen Glen-Lee said: 

―The children prepared a few numbers to 

entertain the crowds and Princess Anne 

as they passed through Oban.” 

 

Councillor Ellen Morton, Argyll and Bute‘s 

spokesperson for education and lifelong 

learning, said:  

 
“Ukulele-Luing has proved to be an out-

standing success, and I am sure The 

Princess Royal was amazed by the talent 

and ability of these pupils. 

 The children are fantastic ambassadors 

not just for their is-

land, but for the 

whole of Argyll and 

Bute. I congratulate 

them on their 

achievements.” 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWSLETTER 

I am pleased to report that Tobermory Pre 

5 Unit on the Isle of Mull recently received 

a glowing report from Social Care and    

Social Work Improvement Scotland 

(SCSWIS). The service scored top        

grading for all aspects of the service      in-

spected; 

Quality of care and support 

Quality of environment 

Quality of staffing 

Quality of management and leadership 

The inspection found that the service had 

created very good opportunities for      

children to be active and independent in 

their learning, the service was developing 

strong home links with parents and their 

families and very good procedures for 

monitoring and evaluating the service 

have been established. 

Cleland Sneddon, Executive Director of 

Community Services said, 

―This is an excellent example of the hard 

work that is being carried out by staff 

within the service and I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank all those           

involved”.  

If you have a good news story that you would like to be included within the   

Community Services Newsletter, please contact Helen Thornton on the details below; 

Helen Thornton 

Management Trainee 

Community Services 

Tel: 01546 604127 

Email: helen.thornton@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

 

I am also pleased to report that the Adult 

Care service has received a number of glow-

ing SCSWIS reports for their  residential 

homes.  

 

Greenwood Residential Home in           

Campbeltown received top grading for; 

 

Quality of care and support 

Quality of management and  leadership 

 

The inspection found that the health needs of 

residents are met to a high standard with 

staff having made big improvements to the 

residential environment giving residents 

more space and privacy.  

 

Eagar Glinn and Ardfenaig residential 

homes have also received glowing reports 

throughout this year.  

CHILDREN AND 

FAMILIES 
ADULT CARE 


