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NEWSLETTER 

Welfare Reform: Alerting you to Potential Impacts from A Local Perspective  

 

Welfare is undergoing an extensive reform 

programme and the Welfare Rights team 

have been made aware of recent research 

which includes findings for the Argyll and 

Bute area. 

A ‘Child Poverty Map of the UK’ published 

in January 2012 by the Campaign to End 

Child Poverty, uses tax credit data to give 

the percentage of children on low incomes 

in local authorities in mid 2011.The map 

shows that 14% of children in Argyll and 

Bute are in poverty, living in households 

with below 60% of median household income before housing costs. The report suggests 

these families struggle to meet basic needs like food, heating, transport, clothing and    

extra costs like school trips. Local figures in this report could be significantly higher if 

measured after housing costs. On average throughout the UK one in five children are   

classified as below the poverty line. 

In November 2011, the Centre for Regional Economic and Social Research at Sheffield 

Hallum University published ‘Incapacity benefit reform- the local regional and national     

impact’. A key finding of this research suggests, nearly 600,000 incapacity claimants will 

be removed from the benefits system entirely, either because of the time-limit on           

non-means tested entitlement or because they fail to qualify for other means-tested      

benefits.  

In Argyll and Bute, the report estimates the impact of the reforms between 2011 and 

2014 is that 900 claimants could be removed from benefits entirely. In January 2012, 

the Scottish Local Government Forum Against Poverty and Rights Advice Scotland jointly 

published, ‘Breaking the social contract’ – an assessment of the impact in Scotland of the 

proposed time-limiting of contributions-based Employment and Support Allowance     

payments. From now until April 2014, Incapacity Benefit claimants are being migrated   

onto Employment and Support Allowance if they pass the requirements of a Work           

Capability Assessment. The research finds that if 30% of those placed on ESA do not   

qualify for income-related benefits after the reforms, an annual loss of £1,197,011 in 

benefit income is predicted for Argyll and Bute. 
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Atlas Donations to 

Lochgilphead Primary School. 

A passing conversation by Sally Stankey Head 

of Learning and Teaching at Lochgilphead    

Primary in the school corridor during parent’s 

night led to one P7 pupil writing to the local 

Round Table organisation asking for help in 

purchasing new school atlases for the primary 

department. 

 

Orla Flanagan who is a pupil councillor for Mid 

Argyll wrote to Colin MacFarlane chair of Mid 

Argyll Round Table asking them to buy the 

books and present them to the school. Orla 

stated that “I heard Mrs. Stankey saying that 

she had no budget left to buy badly needed 

books so I decided to look for ways of getting 

them for her”. 

 

Mr MacFarlane stated that “when the letter  

arrived I was astonished at the detail that  

Orla had put into her request; she had          

definitely spent some amount of time           

researching before sending the letter. When 

showing it around the other members of the 

committee they too were impressed by how 

she had individually priced each book, gave 

us a total cost including postage and where 

to get them from, we couldn’t actually refuse 

such a wonderfully well thought out request, 

Orla even wrote to me to invite me to present 

the books to Mrs Stankey with time and date 

specified, I think Orla will be a force to be 

reckoned with in the future and hope she     

remains active as a pupil councillor.” 
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Orla is using all the correspondence with 

Mr MacFarlane and the book company as 

part of her Dynamic Youth Award, as well as 

her involvement with the pupils council.   

Dynamic Youth Awards are peer assessed 

awards recognising the contributions and 

achievements of young people in the 10 to 

14 age group.  

 

The awards are easy to use and can be       

incorporated into existing youth work and 

school programmes with key features of the 

award being: 

 They are peer assessed: young        

people assess and award certificates 

as part of an Award Group  

 They are externally accredited by 

ASDAN, the Award Scheme                

Development and Accreditation       

Network 

 They are non-prescriptive: the awards 

complement existing quality youth 

work practice providing a framework, 

not a programme 

 They encourage and support youth 

participation: the process encourages 

young people to take increasing       

responsibility for their own future 

 They are progressive: the awards      

encourage continuing participation 

and increasing responsibility. 

If you are aged 10-14years and are looking 

to do a Dynamic Youth Award contact your 

local Youth Services Team member based 

in your school. 

 

http://www.asdan.org.uk
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The group decided 

on the design 

which will enable 

other groups or 

schools to borrow 

the money bank to 

assist them in   

fundraising for a 

specific project. 

The money to buy the tubes and wood 

etc came from the Determined to         

Succeed (DtS) and Mr Dickson and Mrs 

Bergant gave up a lot of their time to 

help the group finish of the construction. 

 

ACTIVE SCHOOLS 

Tiree Duke of Edinburgh 

Tiree Duke of Edinburgh group met up          

recently for their first orienteering    

training session. Strong wind and rain 

added an extra challenge but it was      

familiar ground as the venue was the 

High School where all the pupils           

attended.  

 

However, some extra map reading    

challenges and hidden controls meant 

that everybody came back suitably      

exhausted from their first attempt at     

orienteering. The group currently has 

pupils working towards their Bronze 

award and is recruiting new                  

participants for next term. 

Lochgilphead JC Princes Trust 3 xl 

group construct money bank to aid 

school children in Gambia 

Members of 

the princes 

Trust 3 xl 

group in           

Lochgilphead 

Joint Campus 

h a v e           

constructed a 

money bank 

to collect 10 pence coins to help purchase 

a first aid emergency box for their chosen 

charity Firstaid4Gambia. The group       

decided to support this organisation as 

part of their community project and        

International citizenship as the founders 

of Firstaid4Gambia are from Inveraray 

As part of the group work the pupils had 

to learn all about the school they were 

sponsoring and the pupil’s way of life, the 

problems with living in Gambia and what 

a normal day at school was like.  

During their investigation the group      

discovered that many pupils had to walk 

many miles to attend school which was 

basically a big shed with chairs and the 

cost of a school uniform was around £5 

which was a month’s salary for some     

families. 

The group also discovered that from 

Lochgilphead to Wellingara where the 

school they are sponsoring based is 

around 3,000 miles. It was this piece of 

information that spurred the group on to 

decide to build the money bank.  

The bank consisted of 6 Perspex tubes 

with the diameter wide enough to fit a 10 

pence coin. Each tube was cut to size     

allowing 500 coins to fit into each tube, 

this would allow for 3,000 10 pence coins 

to be collected amounting to £300 being 

collected which is the cost of one of the 

medical boxes. 
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If you would like further information regard-

ing the CEOP, Internet Safety Programme or 

Homelink Services please contact Fiona Gra-

ham at Kintyre Community Education Centre 

on (01586) 559291 or fiona.graham2@argyll-

bute.gov.uk. 

Record entry for Helensburgh Cross 

Country  

 

A total of 383 Primary 6 and 7 schoolchil-

dren, a new record for the event, contested 

this year's Helensburgh and Lomond Area 

Cross Country Championships.  The joint or-

ganisers, Helensburgh Athletic Club and 

Martin Caldwell, Argyll and Bute Council Ac-

tive Schools Co-ordinator, were grateful 

once more for the generous sponsorship of 

the event by The Toy Shop Helensburgh. All 

twelve local Primaries were represented as 

the children, plus numerous spectators, 

gathered at Drumfork Farm.  The traditional 

farmland course was muddy enough for 

maximum enjoyment by the kids, even if a 

few lost their shoes in some of the boggier 

sections.  And the couple of rain showers did 

nothing to dampen their enthusiasm.   

 

 Four separate races were held, for Prima-

ries 6 and 7, Boys and Girls, all over the 

same 1300 metre course.  With roughly a 

quarter of the pupils taking part in each race 

the noise was deafening as the other three 

quarters roared them on.   

 

 The Toy Shop sponsorship meant that every-

one's efforts were rewarded with a commem-

orative medal while Tesco supplied a re-

freshing piece of fruit for every participant.  

Gareloch Support Services lent their support 

to the event by supplying special awards for 

the first three individuals and the three 

members of the winning team in each race.  

Fiona Miller, owner of The Toy Shop, was on 

hand to present the awards and expressed 

her admiration for the sheer enjoyment, en-

ergy and enthusiasm on show. 

 

Educating Parents and Children of the risks 

and how to stay safe online 

Within Argyll 

& Bute the 

safety of chil-

dren is of 

paramount 

importance 

especially in 

today’s socie-

ty of mobile 

technology 

which allows 

children the opportunity to communicate with 

others in a variety of ways.    

Due to increasing numbers of children access-

ing the internet through a range of devices and 

there being elevated risks of children being 

exploited via the internet, including being tar-

geted by online child sex offenders, the CLD 

Homelink Worker is working in partnership 

with local Primary Schools and CEOP (Child 

Exploitation and online Protection), to roll out 

the CEOP Think U Know Internet Safety Pro-

gramme through all Primary Schools within 

Kintyre. 

The programme help parents and children to 

become more aware of and understand the 

risks involved in using online technology and 

support them to use applications safely.   All 

parents of children in Primary 5, 6 and 7 are 

being invited along to their child’s school 

where the Homelink Worker delivers an Inter-

net Safety presentation which has been de-

signed Purely for Parents.   

Following the parents presentation all children 

in Primary 5, 6 and 7 are shown the Think U 

Know Presentation by the Homelink Worker in 

the children’s classroom setting.  

To date the programme has been successfully 

delivered to both parents and children in Cas-

tlehill and Dalintober Primary Schools.  The 

Homelink Worker is now in the process of of-

fering the programme to the remaining 7 Pri-

mary Schools throughout Kintyre. 
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Double Champions 

Two pupils from Campbeltown Grammar 

School have been awarded Scotland’s 

highest accolade in brass solo playing. 

The Besson Scottish Brass Solo             

Championships, which took place in the 

Howden Park Centre in Livingston on     

Saturday 4 February, featured the cream of 

brass players from schools and bands 

throughout the country.  Iona McVicar (S1) 

was awarded first prize in the Junior       

Section of the competition for her            

outstanding performance of Reginald 

Heath’s Air and Rondo, and Erin McSporran 

(S6) won the Intermediate Section with a 

dazzling performance of Jubilance by 

Willam Himes, which also gained her the 

contest’s World of Brass prize for              

innovation. 

The two, accompanied by their teacher   

Jamie McVicar, greatly impressed the     

adjudicator, top trumpeter Bryan Allen, 

who said that he was delighted with the    

extremely high standard of brass playing 

performed throughout the day. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

EDUCATION 

Clyde Cottage Nursery, Dunoon 

On Thursday 16th February 12 children and 

staff from Clyde Cottage Nursery, Dunoon 

took part in filming for a new CBeebies    

programme called “Woolly and Tig”.  

“Woolly and Tig” is a series of short action 

dramas about a 3 year old girl and her toy 

spider.  The dramas explore the feelings 

that children have when faced with new     

experiences. 

Filming took place at Hunters Quay Holiday 

Village.  The children had great fun making 

puppets out of wooden spoons and playing 

in the soft play area.  One member of staff 

had a starring role during the puppet      

making session. 

The first episode of the series is due to be 

televised on CBeebies on the 12th March. 

 

Rhu Primary School—3rd Green Flag 

Rhu Primary School are thrilled to announce 

that they were awarded their 3rd Green Flag 

on January 26th 2012.  All pupils, staff and 

parents continue working hard in           

maintaining and developing new Eco         

initiatives.  Some of the many highlights of 

the award have included the following     

projects:- 

 The John Muir Award 

 Land of Me 

 Polarlands 

 Dynamic Youth 

 Duchess Woods 

Composting, recycling paper, monitoring 

our carbon footprint and the garden area 

continue to be some of the school’s many on

-going topics. 

 

In other good news for the school, Luke    

Patience formally a pupil of Rhu Primary 

has been selected to sail for Scotland in the 

Olympics. Brilliant news and we wish him 

all the best! 
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Olympics, which culminated in their well 

documented trip to London in May last year. 

The event provided opportunities to            

exchange ideas about how the Games can 

be used as a rich context for learning to      

encourage sustainable international          

partnerships and to support the                     

implementation of Curriculum for                 

Excellence. As well as showcasing some of 

the ways in which schools, local authorities 

and partners have already engaged with the 

Games, the event also allowed practitioners 

to access a wide range of resources and     

opportunities to network with fellow           

professionals and to chat to the people who 

have already benefited from the Games  

Legacy, the children. 

The children’s in depth knowledge and      

enthusiasm for the subject generated a lot of 

interest in their exhibit, which showcased 

some of the work they had undertaken as 

part of the project (including Kyle 

Dominick’s wonderful project about          

London). All three were an absolute credit to 

their former and present schools and thanks 

should go to Mr. Shaw at the Grammar 

School, who granted them permission to    

attend the event. 

All of last year’s P7s at St. Mun’s are now 

awaiting news about the Olympic tickets 

they will receive as a reward for being part 

of the London ‘Get Set’ Network. 

Games for Legacy 

Late last month three former pupils of St. 

Mun’s Primary school, now S1 at Dunoon 

Grammar, attended a national event, run 

by Education Scotland, at the Hilton Hotel 

in Glasgow, with their former P7 teacher, 

Jodie Blincow. The aims of the event were 

to share and develop knowledge,           

experience and ideas in developing a 

legacy for learning from the ‘Games’. 

London 2012 and Glasgow 2014, the 

Olympic, Paralympic and Commonwealth 

Games, put Scotland in a unique position 

over the next 3 years to use the exciting 

opportunities the Games bring to make a 

lasting impact on our country’s health,   

education, economy, culture and             

environment. 

The Scottish Government’s games legacy 

for Scotland plan together with Education 

Scotland , are working in partnership 

with the Glasgow 2014 Organising       

committee and London 2012 ‘Get Set’ 

team, to provide a legacy for learning for 

children and adults alike. 

The children, Struan McLean, Michelle 

Glancy and Lucy Edgar, were invited 

along with their teacher, to exhibit at the 

event and showcase some of the work 

they had done as part of their topic on the 
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Dunoon Grammar School 

Rotary Young Chef Competition 2012 

 

Written by Isabella Sumsion S2. 

On Wednesday the 18th of January I         

travelled to South Lanarkshire College (East 

Kilbride) to take part in the Rotary Young 

Chef West of Scotland Final. I was the      

representative from Dunoon Grammar 

School. I had taken part in the competition 

in school where 16 pupils had initially       

entered. 

At East Kilbride there were 6 contestants (4 

girls and 2 boys). We had to do a table      

arrangement and cook three courses in 2 

hours.  

I made a beetroot, walnut and rocket      

starter, egg fried rice with prawns for a 

main course and a chocolate and pear tart 

for dessert.  

There were 4 judges who were with us the 

whole time we were cooking. It was a very 

tense atmosphere and I was very nervous. 

The results were given at about 6:30pm.  

A boy won 1st place and a girl won 2nd 

place. Everybody got a certificate & goody 

bags. It was a very good experience and I 

learned a lot from it.   

Isabella Sumsion S2 

  

Dunoon Grammar School— 

Holocaust Memorial Day 

On 27th January 2012, the school held two 

assemblies to commemorate Holocaust 

Memorial Day. These assemblies           

followed a week’s worth of activities in 

House Time aimed at educating the pupils 

about the events of the Holocaust and 

subsequent genocides across the world.  

The assemblies were organised by         

Arianne Welsh and Martha Wheatley after 

their visit to the concentration camp 

Auschwitz last year. They showed a video 

of footage they had shot whilst at      

Auschwitz. 

The guest speaker of the day was local 

woman, Eva Shrewsbury who spoke of 

her experiences as a Kindertransport 

child. The Kindertransport was an                 

initiative by the British Government in 

which they allowed ten thousand Jewish 

children refuge in Britain. Eva spoke of 

how she and her brother went to live with 

complete strangers, who didn’t speak the 

same language as them, and of her fear 

that she would never see her parents 

again. 

The day was very moving for pupils and 

staff and it was successful in raising 

awareness about the atrocities of the past. 

In addition, badges were also sold 

throughout the week, and over £250 was 

raised for the Holocaust Memorial Day 

Trust. 
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delivered throughout the morning. In        

addition to workshop sessions, a              

marketplace area was available where   

partner organisations could display the   

support they could offer in the                    

implementation and delivery of 16+      

Learning Choices in Argyll and Bute.    
Carol Evans (Head of Education) and    

Councillor Ellen Morton attended the event 

to demonstrate their support for 16+     

Learning Choices in Argyll and Bute. 

The delegate evaluations from the event   

indicated that a positive impact had been 

made and that the event had provided a   

valuable forum for networking and             

information sharing on a key educational 

strategy its implementation across Argyll 

and Bute. 

 

Park Primary School Pupil Runner up in 

National Writing Competition 

 

Lily Childs, a P4 pupil from Park Primary 

School recently entered the Glovember   

National Writing Competition. With over 

400 entries, I am extremely pleased to      

announce that she was a runner- up with 3 

other pupils in the early primary age        

category.  She received a certificate and 

her story was read out by children's author, 

Lari Donn, during a Glow session. Well 

done Lily! 

  

Park Primary also received an Awards for 

All grant of £8,330 to buy static outdoor play 

equipment which will be used to create a 

fantastic outdoor play area.  

POSITIVE PARTNERS –  

A multi-agency approach to  

16+ Learning Choices for Argyll & Bute 

On the 10th February, Inverary Primary 

School and Conference Centre held the 

Positive Partners—16+ learning choices 

for Argyll and Bute 

The above event was organised and    

hosted by the 16+ Learning Choices   

Central Team as part of a drive to raise 

awareness of the 16+ Learning Choices 

policy and practice framework across    

Argyll and Bute and to promote effective 

partnership working to support the         

implementation and delivery of the 16+ 

strategy.  

Around 70 delegates attended the       

conference from a wide range of partners 

including Community Learning and      

Development, Skills Development       

Scotland, Depute Head Teachers,          

colleges and other learning providers, 

third sector organisations and Social 

Work representatives. 

The programme for the day featured a 

combination of keynote speakers, a range 

of workshops options, a networking 

lunch, and a strategy planning workshop 

for all attendees.  The programme was 

designed to be diverse and stimulating 

with key information delivered in a series 

of compact but comprehensive sessions 

throughout the day. 

The majority of workshops enjoyed full 

attendance with each session being 
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School Choir’s Gala Performance 

St Columba’s School Choir, led by Mrs 

Pauline Carson took to the stage this week 

to perform at a Fundraising Gala Concert 

to raise funds for the renovation of the     

Cathedral roof. 

The concert was organised by Paul       

MacCallum, a Gaelic singer from South 

Uist and Michelle McManus, former Pop 

Idol winner topped the bill which also    

featured Irish tenor Patrick Hughes, in     

addition to many other local singers and 

musical performers 

The event raised an amazing £4000 and 

proved to be a wonderful night. 

John Mackenzie of the organising           

committee thanked the choir, saying 

“What wonderful singing-you sang    

beautifully and your valued contribution 

to the success of the concert was much             

appreciated. Keep singing!” 

FEBRUARY 2012 

If you have a good news story that you would like to be included within the   

Community Services Newsletter, please contact Helen Thornton on the details below; 

Helen Thornton 

Management Trainee 

Community Services 

Tel: 01546 604127 

Email: helen.thornton@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Adult Learning Disability Conference 

The Adult Learning Disability Team are 

looking forward to their first conference for 

people in Argyll and Bute with a Learning 

Disability to come together and see how we 

can “Realise our Potential Together”.  This 

will be held in the 3 Villages Hall, Arrochar 

on 29th March and will have people coming 

from all across the council area to               

attend.  Ronnie McIlquham the Area        

Manager for Adult Support and Protection 

will be launching the Learning Disability 

Stay Safe campaign at this event.  There will 

be many other topics to explore together on 

the day and we hope to build on the 

strengths of each locality coming together, 

sharing successes and making plans for the 

future together. 

Ardfenaig Care Home 

R e s i d e n t s  a t 

Ardfenaig Care 

Home turned back 

time for their 

1920’s themed 

V a l e n t i n e s 

night.  The     

gangsters and 

their “Molls” - Little Mo MacDonald, Big 

Jean “the Mac”, wee Mary Doll McGovern, 

Angie Al Capone and Lucky Eleanor          

Luciana danced and sang the night away 

with their Charleston’s and songs from the 

era.  The residents thoroughly enjoyed their 

night.   

ADULT CARE 


