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Sport Development—School Development Programme 

 

 

Argyll and Bute Council, along with The       

Scottish     Football Association, McDonald‟s and 

Active Schools have now entered into the 2nd 

year of the School Development Programme, 

which sees football being taken into the      

community by the Argyll and Bute Council 

Football development Service. 

 

The main objective of the programme is to try 

and get more children active and to create new 

teams and volunteers for Club football. This 

year the programme has been offered to  

schools within the Oban area and twelve schools have taken up the opportunity to 

have their P2-P3 children taught by qualified coaches over a 6 week programme. 

Over 280 children will benefit from the programme, with an added sustainability    

being given by a number of school teachers undertaking the SFA Level One Early 

touches certificate course, free of charge. It is hoped this will give teachers the tools 

to continue with the programme once the coaches leave. 

 

Heading into the New Year the programme will be going on its travels and heading 

onto Islay, where the Football development Service will run the same programme for 

schools on Islay. 

 

Football development Officer Martin Rae said 

“this is a fantastic programme which is    

looking to entice and engage young children 

into a healthy/sporting lifestyle as early as 

possible and links in with the local clubs in 

each area to give these children the             

opportunity to continue their love of the 

game in local surroundings.” 
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Sport Development— 

Coach Education 

Argyll and Bute Council‟s Football          

Development Service offers the                

opportunity for coaches/volunteers 

to    further enhance their coaching 

knowledge through a variety of SFA 

Coach Education courses, ranging 

from courses working with 5-11yr 

olds, 12-18yr olds and adult s. 

 

A group of coaches from Oban Saints   

Football Club, pictured above,  were      

recently put through the SFA level 3   

Coaching in the Game course.      

Football Development Officer      

Martin Rae said, 

 

“It is great to see so many coaches 

going through the certified courses 

to improve their own knowledge of 

coaching, plus in turn then be able 

to pass this  information down to 

the players they are working with, 

to both enhance the child’s            

enjoyment of the game and          

improve on their technical ability”. 
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October Holiday Programme 
 

The Football Development service ran 

the October Holiday Football Festival          

programme throughout Argyll and Bute 

in 2011. The festival saw young players 

from across Argyll and Bute enjoy 5 

days of football fun related activities in a 

safe and enjoyable environment . 

 

T h e  c a m p s ,  r u n  b y  F o o t b a l l                    

Development Officer, Martin Rae, gave 

the players the opportunity to develop 

their football skills in game related      

activities. Players were split up by age 

and ability and allowed to express   

themselves and showcase the  talent that 

is within Argyll and Bute. 

 Martin Rae said, 

 “We were delighted with the response 

for the camps this year and the       

feedback from the kids and parents has 

been very  positive. The Football      

holiday programmes are a regular part 

of the   Football Development service. 

Within 2011 the service has delivered 

holiday  programmes to over 30 venues 

all across Argyll and Bute and reaching 

out to over 500 players.”  

Next Year‟s programme will be            

announced in February 2012 with the    

introduction of new weekly soccer     

centres included within the programme. 
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Youth Services—Youth campaign for 

improvements to Soroba football pitch 

gaining momentum  

Eight young 

people from 

O b a n ‟ s 

North Argyll 

Youth Forum 

r e c e n t l y 

completed a 

door to door 

survey asking residents of the Soroba      

estate in Oban their opinion about          

proposed improvements to the local play 

area / football pitch.  The young people 

were accompanied on the door to door 

survey by two volunteer members of the 

Soroba Community Enterprise Board along 

with Laura MacDonald, Community         

Development Worker and Scott Douglas of 

Youth Services. 

After going round all the doors, the results 

were compiled and presented by Youth 

Forum members at both a Oban Rotary 

Club lunch and a public meeting              

organised by ACHA which was held in    

Soroba on 19th December.  

The Rotary Club have offered £10,000 to 

be used to help improve the pitch, subject 

to a few conditions – one being that the   

local community support the idea.  As the       

survey shows that 95% of the 178        

households surveyed do support the idea, 

it looks like the project is one step closer 

to taking place. 

At the public meeting, Youth Forum     

member Billy Pearson, pictured above, 

was commended for the forum‟s efforts 

which ACHA chief executive described as 

“inspirational”. 

 The survey also asked people what else 

they thought  the Soroba estate would 

benefit from  and the collated responses 

may prove helpful in the community‟s     

efforts to secure funds for a proposed new 

community centre in the area. . 

Active Schools—Oban boys and  

Tobermory girls victorious at annual      

basketball challenge 

Secondary school 

pupils from across 

Argyll and Bute      

enjoyed a fantastic 

day of basketball at 

the annual Argyll 

and Bute tournament 

at Atlantis Leisure, 

Oban.  The event 

was organised by Active Schools to give       

pupils who have worked hard at their after 

school clubs throughout year the opportunity 

to enjoy a full day of competition. 

The day began with a fitting tribute and      

minute‟s applause to 

remember Mr Lay, 

Principal Teacher of 

PE at Oban High 

School. 

Matches were highly 

competit ive and 

played in the best of 

spirit.  Thanks to Robbie Kupris and Chris 

Campbell for their 

superb refereeing 

throughout the day. 

Results: 

Boys Junior final  - 

Winners: Oban High 

School  

Runners Up: Hermitage Academy 

Boys senior final –  

Winners: Oban High School  

Runners Up: Hermitage Academy 

Girls junior round robin  

winners: 

Tobermory High School 

Girls senior round robin 

winners        Tobermory 

High School. 
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Youth Services 

How to cook better (on a budget) 

During the month of November, 6 young 

people took part in a 4 week pilot project 

entitled „How to cook better (on a 

budget)’. The project was a collaboration 

between Argyll College, Mid Argyll Youth 

Project, Argyll and Bute Youth Services 

team and the Adult learning team based in 

Mid Argyll. The project was funded 

through the local More Choices, More 

Chances (MCMC) group. 

 

The outcomes of the project were to         

introduce young people to a range of 

cooking skills which they could then adapt 

to provide well balanced and healthy 

meals as well as the following, 

use a microwave  

plan and shop for a healthy diet  

read nutrition labels and know what's 

good and what's not  

prepare, serve and store food to avoid 

spoilage  

cook a well-balanced meal  

know which kitchen tools and      

equipment to use for which tasks 

 

In addition, the project aimed to provide 

instruction on the basics of home cooking 

and instil all aspects of health and hygiene 

in order to provide the young people with 

the basic knowledge which may help them 

in securing employment in the service    

industry. 

 

Catriona Gorrie, who tutored the group, 

gave a talk on health and safety in the 

kitchen and highlighted the importance of 

using correct boards for veg, meats etc., 

and held a discussion on weights and 

measures both imperial and metric. Within 

the 4 week programme the group were 

shown how to make white sauce and 

cheese sauce, Choux Pastry, cream, 

chocolate  and fudge sauce, Macaroni and 

cheese pie, lentil soup, chicken curry, 

boiled long grain rice, egg fried rice. Basis 

for steak pie, made pie paste from scratch, 

chocolate sponge, butter icing, Risotto, 

various flavours and chocolate melt cake.  
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At the end of the 4 week programme the 

young people evaluated what they had 

learned and if they would like a further    

programme developed. Below are a couple 

of comments made by the young people: 
 

“We learned how to make cheap home-

made meals and it doesn't take too 

much time”. 

“Easy recipes, loads of food. Easy to fol-

low instructions”. 

 

Active Schools 

OLI Pre-five Christmas Festival 

On Monday December 5th over 200 3 – 5 

year olds from 12 different pre-five units 

came together at Atlantis Leisure to         

celebrate Christmas at the first ever Pre-five 

Christmas Festival.  The event was put on   

following the success of last years Oban & 

Lorn Sports Festival Pre-five Parachute      

Festival.  The activities on offer included 

parachute games with a Christmas theme, 

mini kickers and games, a chance to try the 

new soft play area, and a visit to Santa‟s 

grotto. 

The event was organised by Active Schools, 

Early Years, Community Learning, and      

Atlantis Leisure with support provided by 

students from Argyll College and Sports 

Leaders from Oban High School.  A          

combination of physical activity and      

Christmas cheer made it a memorable day 

for all.  The children and adults who            

attended the event really enjoyed them-

selves and the first flakes of snow this year 

on the day added that special Christmas feel. 

 



Page 5 

Young Persons Accommodation  

Project Opens in  Campbeltown 

In 2009 the area homeless team in    

Campbeltown identified that there were a 

lot of young people being made homeless 

in Campbeltown and many of them did 

not have the skills to live independently. 

This situation had an effect on the wider 

community due to the anti-social            

behaviour occurring in and around the 

properties being allocated to the young 

people. 

The Kintyre Youth Homeless Forum was 

set up in March 2009 to tackle the issue. 

Housing Services chaired and facilitated 

the Forum. The aim was to take a         

multi-agency approach and members    

included; Blue Triangle Housing             

Association (BTHA), Kintyre Youth         

Enquiry  Service (KYES), Argyll          

Community Housing Association (ACHA), 

Fyne Homes, Kintyre Action on Drug and 

Alcohol Service (KADAS), NHS,             

Employability team, Social Work and 

Education. 

It was agreed that a more suitable type of 

accommodation was required in order 

that young people who were made   

homeless could receive the appropriate 

support which would lead them to having 

successful tenancies in the wider        

community.  
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EDUCATION 

 

I n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 1  M i l l k n o w e                       

Accommodation Project opened. The         

Project consists of 4 flats, one of which is an 

office for a caretaker to be located at the   

Project.  

 

Blue Triangle Housing Association rent the 

properties from ACHA and carry out the 

housing management functions while KYES 

provide the specialist housing support        

required to give the young people the life 

skills necessary to live successfully in the 

community. For more information please 

contact douglas.whyte@argyll-bute.gov.uk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Angels Rewarded  

 

The Oban Times recently contacted local 

schools in the area looking for nominations 

for people they felt were worthy of the 

‟Community Angels‟ title and I am glad to 

report that two sisters from Oban were   

nominated, Lizzie Scott and Helen McCuaig. 

Lizzie who is a dinner lady at Oban High 

School and Helen who is a grandparent to a 

pupil of the school have raised a great deal 

of money for the school over the years.  The 

Oban times had a large number of people    

nominated and after two panel sittings Lizzie 

and Helen won the first prize of £500.  Last 

Friday they went to Oban to collect their    

trophy and cheques. 
 

mailto:douglas.whyte@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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Barcaldine Primary— 

Enterprising Pupils 

Barcaldine Primary School's enterprising 

primary 7 pupils recently took a table at 

the  Lorn Producers' market in the Victory 

Hall Benderloch. The sold their fellow    

pupils handiwork which included     

Christmas table decorations, cake pops, 

bracelets etc. and returned to school     

triumphant, having raised the princely 

sum of £120 for school funds. 

 
 

Arrochar Primary pre five unit  

Top of the Class 

 

I am very pleased to report that Arrochar 

Pre 5 unit recently received an excellent 

inspection from  the national inspection 

agency, The Care Inspectorate. They 

graded the provision at Arrochar            

Primary‟s pre five unit as „excellent‟ in 

three categories, and „very good‟ in the 

others. 

 

The inspectorate‟s findings confirm that 

Arrochar‟s pre five unit is one of the   

highest performing in the country. The 

grading system goes from one to six, with 

one being „unsatisfactory‟ and six being 

„excellent‟. 

Arrochar scored sixes in „quality of care 

and support‟, „range of communication 

methods used to ensure it meets the 

needs of service users‟ and „quality of 

management and leadership‟, and a five 
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(very good) in „authority – ability to        

promote leadership values throughout the 

workforce‟. 

 

Among the comments the inspectors       

received back from parents were “As a 

parent I could not ask for a better place to 

start my child’s education”, “I could not 

fault the unit or the staff, my child has 

been extremely happy here, a great 

place” and “our children are receiving a 

great education and they are so happy 

and confident”. 

The news was welcomed by Councillor 

Ellen Morton, Argyll and Bute‟s         

spokesperson for education and lifelong 

learning. 

 

“This is a wonderful report, and I would 

like to congratulate Arrochar Primary 

head teacher Alison Palmer and her team 

for working so hard to make Arrochar’s 

pre-five unit the fantastic place that it is,” 

she said. 

 

“These children are clearly receiving an 

excellent start to their education in a 

happy and secure environment.  I am 

confident that this will have a significant 

impact when it comes to fulfilling their 

potential in primary and secondary 

school and beyond. I am familiar with the 

tremendous support given to this unit by 

the parents and the wider local            

community, and I hope everyone           

associated with it is proud of the results 

of their efforts. I look forward to seeing 

the unit go from strength to strength in 

the future.” 

 

To see the full Care Inspectorate report, 

please go to  
 

http://www.scswis.com/index.php?

otion=com_content&task=view&id=24&Ite

mid=489&bereNextPageId=ReportDataDet

ails_action.php&action=displayReport&re

pId=CS2003014623. 

http://www.scswis.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=24&Itemid=489&bereNextPageId=ReportDataDetails_action.php&action=displayReport&repId=CS2003014623
http://www.scswis.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=24&Itemid=489&bereNextPageId=ReportDataDetails_action.php&action=displayReport&repId=CS2003014623
http://www.scswis.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=24&Itemid=489&bereNextPageId=ReportDataDetails_action.php&action=displayReport&repId=CS2003014623
http://www.scswis.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=24&Itemid=489&bereNextPageId=ReportDataDetails_action.php&action=displayReport&repId=CS2003014623
http://www.scswis.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=24&Itemid=489&bereNextPageId=ReportDataDetails_action.php&action=displayReport&repId=CS2003014623
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Amanda Wins Road Safety Calendar 

Competition 

 

Talented youngster Amanda Gillies has 

been chosen as the winner of this year‟s 

Argyll and Bute Council road safety        

calendar competition. 

 

 Amanda‟s brightly coloured poster, which 

bears the message , 

 

‘Be Reflective, It’s Effective’,  

 

was selected as the overall winner by a 

panel of judges. 

 

 Every year, the Road Safety Unit asks local 

school children to design posters, with the 

overall winner receiving a £50 voucher 

and the Road Safety Classroom Calendar 

Trophy for their school.   
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Ten-year-old Amanda, a Primary 6 pupil 

from Lochgilphead Joint Campus, was 

thrilled to be this year‟s winner. Her picture 

features at the top of the calendar, which is 

being sent to every school and office in     

Argyll and Bute. 

 

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, Argyll and 

Bute‟s spokesperson for Transport and      

Infrastructure, said:  

 

“Road safety is an extremely serious     

subject, and this annual competition is a 

great way of getting young people to think 

about this. 

 

 “Amanda’s poster really gets the mes-

sage of being seen across, so it is perfect 

for displaying in every classroom. 

 

 “I’d like to congratulate all the category 

winners and entrants this year as the    

standard was particularly high.  1784      

entries were received from 49 schools 

which is an excellent response to such an 

important subject.” 

 

The Road Safety Unit was grateful to receive 

sponsorship for this year‟s prizes from     

Kintyre Crime Prevention Council. 

If you have a good news story that you would like to be included within the   

Community Services Newsletter, please contact Helen Thornton on the details below; 

Helen Thornton 

Management Trainee 

Community Services 

Tel: 01546 604127 

Email: helen.thornton@argyll-bute.gov.uk 


